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PREFACE. 


H E enſuing Dilcearler pre- 
ſent themſelves to the Pub- 
lick, in hopes. they may 
find. as favourable an Acceptance 
in Print as they met with from the 
Pulpit. They were preach'd before 
one. of the moſt genteel and polite | 
Audiences in the Kingdom; and 
had, J hope, the Effect which was 
fencerely intended by the Author. 
To make their Remembrance the 
more durable, and their Influence 
more univerſal, they now offer 
themſelves to the Publick in the 
var, Dreſs, which they at ſeveral 
he Times, 


} 


P R E F ACE. 
Times, and upon various Occaſions, 
appear'd in the Abbey and other 
Churches in Bath. | 


The Author has the Satisfaction 
that. the Diſcburſes art penn'd with 
_ Chriſtian Temper and M eekneſs, 
and no Party can be offended with 
them, but the Enemies of Chriftia- 
nity. It is true, in the Diſcourſes 
upon the Martyrdom of King 
Charles, he Author has been car-. 
ried into ſome Aſperity of Expreſ- 
fron, but ſuch as may be juſtified 
by the Publick Prayers of the 
Church, and the expreſs Words 
of tbe Act of Parliament pon that 
Occaſion. 


In all other Reſpedds, the Author 
of the enſuing Diſcourſes attacks 
u Enemy but the reigning Vices of 
the 


PREFACE. 
the preſent Age: And wants no 


' Apology for the following Pages, 
but the Candor of the Chriſtian 
Reader, and the Pardon of the 
Publick for the 1 ar fer of this 
Aae | 
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The Folly of Avarice and Voluptuouſ- 
ness. 
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Lvxk XII. 20, 


BN. God ſaid unto him, Thom Fool, this 
N ight thy Soul ſhall be required of thee : 
_ Then "wh ſhall thoſe Things be. which 


"thou. haſt ' £700 uded? , T7 Pages t, 21. 


8 E R MON III, a 


Of Good and Bad Company 


+ Prov: XIII. 40. W, wh A 


He" "ebay vitherh 10 Len 5 Men, halt be 
ue: But 4 Companion of Focli call be 
een, 43, 03, 83. 
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7 here bath no T, emptation taken you, but 
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 Fempted above that ye are able; but will 
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ag 1 XII. Tos 


Bu God aid unto Bim, Thou Foal, 4 
| this Night "thy Soul ſpall be re- 


© quired of thee : Den whoſe ſhall 
.. #hoſe Things, be which thou FR: 
5 IS | 


of our Saviour upon the impo- 


voluptuous ] Man: And what gave Occa- 
ſion to this Reprimand was the Requeſt: 


of one of our Lord's Auditors, That he Ver. 13. 


world ſpeal to his Brother, to vide the In-. 
heritance with him. | 


WnurruzER Covetouſneſs i in Kb Petit 


ner or Injuſtice in the Retainer of the Eftate, 
ras I. B might 


HESE Words are this 3 RM, 


litic Scheme. of a very rich and 


De Folly of Avarice 


SERM. might occaſion this Motion to our Lord; 


it was, however, introductory to an ad- 


O mirable Diſcourſe, in the following Part of 
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this Chapter, againſt immoderate Care in 
getting, an ill Taſte in ng, and an an- 
xious Concern for hing the Things of this 

Werld. 
Wär is now ſaid to a Glutton and a 
Miſer, may not be improper Advice to 
any of us here preſent, whoſe Circum- 
ſtances may be promiſing, and whoſe Poſ- 
ſeſſions extenſive ; whoſe Care for thi 
World may grow upon our Aﬀections, 
and whoſe Time may be too groſsly em- 
ploy'd upon the Vanity of Temporal En- 
joyments. 

HERE the Word of Admonition muſt ch 
the Conſcience, and the Importance of 
the Advice ſtartle the Offender: Here the 
Dignity of the Divine Speaker ſhould af. 
fect the Glutton, and the Subject of the 
Speech upbraid his Practice: Here Wealth, 
you ſee, has no Plea, nor Prodigality any 
Advocate: Covetouſneſs and Profuſeneſs 
are united in the ſame Poſſeſſor; and 
both Getting and Spending terminate in 
Deſtruction, Futurity, in fine, is pre- 

ſented 


| \ 
and Voluptuonuſneſs. 3 


ſented to the immediate Contemplation of Sx RM. 

the Glutton, and the eternal Intereſt of his I. 

Saul balanced againſt the momentary Dee 
Joyments of his Body. AY 
Thou Fool! this Night thy Soul ſhall be 
required of thee : Then whoſe ſhall thoſe 
Things be which thou haſt provided? 


FRoM theſe Words I ſhall take Occaſion 
to diſcourſe upon the Three following Par- 
ticulars ; 


Firſt, Oux Saviour's Reprehenfion of 
a rich Man under the reproachful 
Character of a Fol: Thou" Fool ! 


Secondly, Ax Inſtance of his Folly in 

the Reſignation of his Soul, without 
a provident Care and a due Prepara- 

tion for his great Change: This Night 
thy Soul ſhall be required of thee. 


Thirdly, The Vanity and Unfruitfulneſs * 
of the Subſtance he ſhall leave be- 
hind him: Whoſe ſhall thoſe Things 

be which thou haſt provided ? 


B 2 Firſt, 
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S ERM. 


I. 


\ | 
The Folly of Avarice 
Furſt, I am to conſider our Saviour's 


Reprehenſion of a rich Man under the re- 
proachful Character and ern of 


Folly : Thou Foa 


Thou Fool. Notwithſtanding thy Care 
and Providence, notwithſtanding thy ear- 


ty Rifing and late Repoſe, thy numerous 


Schemes and inceſſant Labours; Difap- 
pointments ſhall attend thy Purſuits, Fa- 
tigue mingle with thy Induſtry, Nauſeouſ- 
neſs ſower thy Fruitions, and Death put 
a ſpeedy Period to thy boaſted Enjoy- 
ments. 
I uin ſee this Head inforced by a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, and meet with Vexa- 


tions and Diſappointments in every Arti- 


cle of Life: But I ſhall at preſent contract 


my Scheme, and confine my Thoughts 


to thoſe previous Inſtances of Folly, which 
were introductory and. preparative to that 
final and deplorable one of the Glutton's 
bofnig his Soul: And what is obvious to us 


upon this Subject, as diſtinct from, but 
leading o, our Second Particular, muſt be 


collected from the expreſs Words of the | 
Parable preceding my Text. Y 
Ver 1 


2 Voluptuouſneſc. 


The Ground (ſays our Lord) of a cer-=Sg RM: 


tain. rich Man brought forth plentifully , 


and be thought within bimſeſf, : ſaying , Lag” 
What fhall J do, becauſe J have no "Room 17,18,19. 


where - to 'beſlow my Fruits? And be 
faid, This will Ido: I will pull down my 
Barns, and build greater; and there will 1 
beſtow all my Fruits and my Goods, And I 
will ſay to my Soul, Soul, Thou haſt. Goods 
laid up for many Years, take thine Eaſe, eat, 
drink; and be merry. 

From this Recital of the Parable, the 
Juſtneſs of our: Saviour's Rebuke may be 
warranted, and the extreme Folly of the 
rich Man made appear in theſe F:ve — 
peas: : 


Tux Plenty and Aﬀiuence of his 

anon Enjoyments, | 

2. Tux improper Reflections he made 
upon his Subſtance. 

3. His covetous Schemes for retaining 
al his Goods to himſelf, * . 

4. His Abuſe and Miſapplication of - 
Plenty to Sloth, Gluttony, and Drunkenneſs. 

5. Tur long Time he built upon for 


| the Evjoyment of this ſuppoſed Happineſs. 


B 3 1, Taz 


SAM. 


J. 


Ne from the Example of the Glutton' in 


The Bu of Avarite 


1. Tue felt Thing to | bv taken notice 


the Parable; is the Plenty and Affluence 


of his preſent Enjoyments; which is more 
particularly ſpecified to us at the fixteenth - 
Verſe of this '#702}fth Chapter of St. Luke's 
Goſpel : The Ground of a ane Man brought 


forth plentifully. The Lot might be fallen 


in a fruitful Land, and the general Provi- 
dence of God might proſper his Labours; 


bleſs his Undertaking, and augment his 


Subſtance. ' He might probably ſee others 


deſtitute of the Bleſſings he enjoy'd; and 


himſelf diſtinguiſhed by the Number of 


his Poſſeſſions, and the Immenſeneſs of 
his Wealth. Plenty ſwell'd his Thoughts, 
Titles augmented his Vanity, Abundance 
oppreſs d the Occupier, and Repoſitories 
for his Riches were the moſt cutting 
Wants which perplex'd his Soul. 

2. In this covetous Conſternation, He 
thought within himſelf, ſaying, What ſhall I 


do, becauſe I bave no Room where to beflou 
my Fruits? 


He thought within himſelf! An unmanly 
th indeed, to confine that which is 


fickle 


and Yoluptuouſneſs. 7 
fickle as the Vina, and unſtable as a Bub- SE RM+ 
ble! A vain Attempt! to ſtop that which I. 
riſes. like tbe Morning Cloud, and makes it- 
ſelf Wings, and flies . like an Eagle to- 

wards Heaven! 

- THAT- there is an onions] in Re- 
taining, as well 'as a Care in Getting of 
Wealth, is too viſible to every Spectator, 
and too fatally experienced by. every ava- 
ricious Perſon. The Mind of the Occu- 
pier is let looſe. upon Uncertainties, and 
continually fluctuates between Poſſeſſion 
and Expectance. The Defire of what we 
have not, defeats the Enjoyment of what 
we have: The Care of Superfluities is al- 
ways forming ſome imaginary Evils, and 
the Dread of Futurity ſowers all the Hap- 
pineſs of preſent Poſſeſſion. 

Is the Income inlarged, the Barns are | 
too narrow to hold it; and then the Ne- 
ceſſity of pulling down the preſent, and the 
Expence of building greater, are new Trou- 
bles to an avaricious Soul. Should the 
Crop, on the other hand, be deficient, or 
the Vintage fail; then Poverty preſently 
ſtares us in the Face, and Want comes upon 
our 7 ents like an armed Man: Diſtreſſes ga- 
34 ther 


8 The Polly of Avarice. 


$# RM, ther in proportion to our Imaginations, 
I: and thicken with our Fears; and be the 
| Cauſes real or fantaſtical, the Event is cer- 
tain, and the End vexatious and torment- 
ing. The Greatneſs of the Increaſe puts 
Z the Thoughts of the Avaricious into a 
Hurry and Confuſion : The Addition of 
too much Wealth has the ſame'pernicious 
Effects upon a narrow Soul, as Want and 
Poverty generally have. Sufficienty is the 
only Claim of a wiſe Man, and Acqui- 
efcence is the Duty of a Chriſtian, Super- 
uities are a Burden and Incumbrance, 
and, like a dead Weight, hinder the Mo- 
tion, and retard the Progreſs of. a Chri- 
ſtian. A Competency is the Preſervation 
of Life, and true Riches conſiſt in the 
Eaſe and Enjoyment of what we poſſeſs, | 
It is the Uſe only which ſanctifies a Bleſ- 
fing, and a competent Sufficiency which 
ſhould terminate our Deſires. He that 
wants the Power of Enjoyment debars 
himſelf from the Power of Poſſeſſion, and 
is as much a Beggar of what he has, as the 
moſt wii 98 Creature can Ve of what * 
bas not.” 5 


\ 


HE 


— 


and Volaptuoigſaeſt. * 
H that wants Contentment is neither Sx RM. 
actually rich, nor in any Capacity of ever I. 
being ſo. Affluence is a Snare, and plen - 
ty a Confinement: A Deſire of Getting 
and the Fear of Loſing, the Torture of 
Poſſeſſing and the Danger of Alienation, 
are the ſucceſſive Tyrants which rack and 
perplex his avaricious Soul, and make his 
preſent Enjoyments ſo precarious and un- 
ſatisfactory. For as there are no juſt Li- 
mits to Deſire but Sufficiency,-4o whoſo- 
ever tranſgreſſes that Boundary wanders in 
endleſs Labyrinths, and perplexes his ** 
with inſuperable Difficulties. 
Fox the avoiding of theſe Incomvenien · 
ces, and the due Regulation of a Chriſtian 
Mind, the great Apoſtle”: to the Gentiles 
learn'd Contentment in every Article and 
Condition of Life, Anowing how to be Phil. iv. 
abaſed, and how to abound, and being every 
where inſtructed, both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to be proſperous and 70 ſuffer 
| Need, and to bleſs the good Hand of God 
in abridging and taking away, as well as 
in giving and continuing ts nn 
of this World. 


3. THE 


20 The Folly of Avarice 
SzRM. 3. Tur rich Man's Folly appear'd in 
LL thoſe covetous Schemes he laid for retain- 
im all his Goods to himſelf. I will, ſays 
he, pull dn my Barns, and build 3 ; 
and there will I beſtow all my Goods... 
_ .Exqyi81ts Folly!! Ingrateful Stupidi- 
tyl Thou Foo ! Are there no Repoſitories, 
but Barn? no Treaſures, but in our own 
Cuſtody? no W but by our 
oy Been l ant 
Has Providence no Hand i in che "a 
aids of the Gift, nor any Plea for the Diſ- 
poſal of it? Are there no Tributes due to 
a ſuperior Monarch? no Returns or Ac- 
knowledgments to be made for ſignal and 
uncommon Favours? Is Independence and 
Sufficiency from thy own precarious Self? 
And hath God, that gi veth the Increaſe, no 
Title to the Redundancies and e 
of his oαjr Gifts??? 0 
Cons1DER, O thou gluttonous aba; 
ricious Soul; conſider the Hand that gave, 
the Objects that want, the Injuſtice of de- 
taining, the Duty of circulating, and the 
Methods of preſerving thy Wealth. How 
ſecure ſoever thou mayſt think thyſelf in 
the — of thy Riches, and how | 
guarded 


A, 


and Poluptuouſneſs. Tt 
guarded and impregnable thy Poſſeſſions, $ E RM. 
by laying Houſe to Houſe and Field to Field; 1. 
yet Eternal Wiſdom hath preſcribed other © 


Methods of multiplying and increafing; and 
inſured his Bleſſings to the 15 65 and 


Beneficent. Fur the liberal oul ſhall be Prov. xi. 
made fat, and be that avatereth ſhall bimſelf ** s 
alſo be watered again. There is that ſcat- 
tereth; and yet mereaſeth : There is that 
1th. holdeth more how's is meet, ut 10 tend- 
eth to Poverty. 

AI earthly Goods are but Grotuitie 
and Truſts, conferring no Title on the Oc 
cupier, nor Aſſurance to the Poſſeſſor. 
The Triumphing of the Wicked is ſhort, and job xs. 3 
the Joy of the Hypocrite but for a Moment, 
They are laid upon a ſandy and fink- 
ing Bottom, and built upon a rotten and 
precarious Foundation: For 'the higheſt 
their aſpiring Pretences can be carried, 
are to the Goods and Endowments of fickle = 
Fortune; and all that their Truſt and 
Security can be repoſed in, muſt be their 
Craft, their Power, and their Rzches. Their 
Claim is enter'd by Force, and their Te- 
nure kept up by Oppreſſion: Their Tro- 
phies are extorted from Charity, and their 

| Incroach- 


12 


1 Be Full ly of . Avarice 


'Szrm, Incroachments extended to the People 


L 


of God: Their Power is the Law of Vio- 
lence, and their Lolſatlen the Nr 
ofa Innocence. 

Bur let not the a Man hes; in bis 
- Riches, nor the mighty Man glory in his 


Might: Let not the Robber boaſt of his 


Strength, nor the Knave confide in his Ex- 
tortion: For worldly Acquiſitions are on 


the Ebb and Flow, and are never tied 


down to one Place, or monopolized by a 


ſingle Perſon: Like airy Dames, they love 
Variety of Admirers, and take an ill- 


natur d Pride in baulking the Expectations 
and fruſtrating the pn of their hun- 
gy ai . 

Now a little "Ie A: have 
enlarged thy Thoughts into ſuch Contem- 


plations as theſe are, and made the Nature 
and due Uſe of Riches more familiar to thy 
Underſtanding. Common Prudence might 
have engaged thee: to conſider the gracious 
Intent of the Gift; and Religion would 
have ſecured and perpetuated the Bleſſing, 
by ſuch a wiſe Diſtribution of thy Sub- 
ſtance, as might have been beneficial to 
1 rnb bean to the Supreme Donor, 


and 


and Voluptuouſneſs. x3 
and. laſting 1 in the Entail upon a virtuous SERM, 
hen 1 et ow 
Bur Covetcuſnek is always tenacious 
and miſtruſtful, and Greedineſs is intent 
upon the preſent Object. The rich Man 
hath no Faith in Reverfions, no Opinion of 


lending upon the Fund of Charity : His Se- 
E curities muſt be viſible, and his Proſpe& 
| before his Eyes; his Claim preſent En- 
| trance, and his Title immediate Poſſeſ- 
b ſion. 


4. LET. us change the Scene * ſea Ava- 
rice to Gluttony ; and ſee the Miſapplica- 
5 tion of Wealth to Wantonneſs and Riot, 
as well as to the Vices of a tenacious and 
greedy Temper. 
6 1 will ſay to my Soul, Take thine Eaſe, 
eat, drinks and be merry. I will unlock 
my Coffers, and circulate my Wealth: I 
will znlade my Limbs of thick Clay, and 
= gratify my Soul in the Extent of her Ap- 
8 petites. The Proviſion is laſting for my 
| Support; jovial Days are to. ſucceed weari- 
ſome Nights; and Mirth and Neaſure 
| ſhould now exhilarate wy Spirits and 
cron my Labours. 


A 
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The Folly of  Avarice 
Ix this Part of the Character the Glut. 


I. ton Is diſtinct from the avaricious Perſon, 
LV becauſe he conſumes upon himſelf what he 


ſtiles his own, whereas Avarice is always 
ſtingy and penurious, and is as much a 
Beggar in crouded Coffers and Heaps of 
Gold, as under all the Ragings of Hunger 
and Thirſt, or all the Preſſures of Cold 
and Nakedneſs. The Defire of Getting 
might be the ſame in both theſe Sinners, 
but the Method of Spending was vaſtly 
different: The Conſequences of the Vices 
too might be various, and the Influence 
more or leſs extenſive ; but ſtill the Prin- 
ciple was equally vicious, and the Malig- 
| nity the ſame in corrupted Nature. Ava- 
rice is a Vice which is beneficial to nobo- 
dy; but Profuſeneſs is communicative and 
generous : The one ſtarves the Occupier, 
and the other enriches the Trader. ” 

BuT the Text ſeems to put a Mixture 
of theſe two Vices together. The Glut- 
ton is penurious, that he may appear ex- 
travagant; ſaves, that he may conſume; 
and treaſures up his Subſtance, that he 
may have the better Opportunity of ſpend- 
ing it. Take thine Eaſe is the Lecture to 

— of | his 


and Voluptuouſneſs. 


his Soul : Eat, drink, and be merry, are the Sz R 1. 


Articles of his Happineſs : Come on! in- 
dulge thy Appetites, and purſue thy Plea- 
ſures: Gratify every Paſſion, and ſooth 
every Deſire : Diſſolve in Eaſe, and bat- 
ten in Luxury: Let ſumptuous Fare adorn 
thy Table by Day, and flowing Bowls 
crown thy Mirth by Night. Come on, 
(to uſe the jovial Expreſſions of the 


Epicure in the Book of Wiſdom) let usCh.ii.6, 
enjoy the good Things that are preſent and“. 


let us ſpeedily uſe the Creatures as in Youth. 
Let us fill ourſelves with coftly Wine and 
Ointments; and let no Flower of the Spring 
paſs by us. Let us crown our ſelues with Roſe- 
buds before they be withered : Let none of us 
ga without his Part of our Voluptuouſneſs : 
Let us leave Tokens of our Foyfulneſs in eve- 
ry Place; for this is our Portion, and our 
Lot is this, Ars 7s | 
A woBLE Portion, and a fortunate Lot! 
to degrade thy Reaſon, and ſurfeit thy 
Senſes! to fatigue thy Body, and debaſe 
thy Mind! to facrifice Eternity for a Mo- 
\, ment's Enjoyment, and to proſtitute thy 
Soul for the dirty Intereſt and precarious 
Uſe of uncertain Pleaſures! 


But 


k 
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I. God will bring thee, to Fudgment. The 
Neglect of Opportunities, and the Abuſe 
of Favours, ſhall riſe up againſt thee: 


Large Poſſeſſions ſhall lay in an heavy 


Claim, and Riot and Exceſs ſhall be thy 
never- ceaſing Accuſers. What were thy 


Privileges in this World, ſhall be thy Ag- 


gravations in another: Plentiful Tables and 
delicious Fare ſhall be cited againſt thee; 
and the Beggar for his Alms, as well as the 


Hireling for his Wages, ſhall utterly con- 


demn thee, 
5. Tux Folly of the rich Man appear'd 


in the Schemes which he laid for the ng 


_ Enjoyment of his boaſted Happineſs: Thou 
haſt Goods laid up for many Years. 
Tux Subſtance is here ſuppoſed to be 


durable, and the Condition of the Occu- 


pier ſuited for Enjoyment. Want, in 
Imagination, is kept at a Diſtance; aud 
Eat, drink, aud be merry, is ſtill the Pro- 
greſs of the Epicure ! 
Bu r ſhould there be any Defect from 
without, or Indiſpoſition from within; 
\ ſhould the Object be removed, the Sub- 


. m ie Ie ̃ . “.. “ 


ſtance corrupted, or the Faculty impair'd; 
5 then 


and Yoluptuouſneſs. 17 
then what, alas, may be the Event of thy SERM. 
diſtant Projects? Or whoſe ſhall thoſe Things | I. 

be which thou haſt already provided? They © © 
want a new Maſter for their Reſidence, 

or new Powers for their Enjoyment: They 
either ſurfeit by Exceſs, and cloy# by Re- 
petition; or tantalize the n . 
overſet the Poſſeſſor. 

- Rejoice, O young Man (ſays the "I | 
ſtical P reacher) and let thy. Heart cheer thee Eocleſ. xi. 
in the Days of thy Youth : Walk in the Ways d: 
of thy Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes : 

Let thine own Appetites be the Standard 

of Good and Evil, and Luſt and Luxury 
the Pride of thy Life. But know thou, 
that. for all theſe Things God will bring thee. 
into Judgment. The Clouds gather Black- 
neſs and Horror, and the Plague is al- 
ready begun: The Cataſtrophe draus on; 
q the Fudge ftandeth at the Door; and 
the End ſhall be bloody and fatal: The 
laſt and finiſhing Scene of Retribution is 
approaching; and the leaſt Neglects and 
Miſmanagements of Life ſnall be account- 
; ed for by the Agonies of Death and the 
| |F. Inpartiality of Judgment. Our ſecret Sins pf. x. 8. 
3 tall be placed in the Light of God's Coun- 
| 4, Bs © DI C tenance ! 


Home 
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SAM. fenance! A Light which irradiates every 


I. Object, and unfolds every Myſtery! A 


zt which clears up the moſt intricate 


Difficulties, and ſhall abſorb the Wicked 


in everlaſting Darkneſs! 


___ Tuas different Fate of Perſons, accord- | 
ing to their Faith and Works, is very liveli- 


ly repreſented to us by. the Author of the 
Book of Wiſdom in the Puniſhment of the 


_ 1 Egyptrans, and the Preſervation of the 


Iſraelites in the great Plague of ' Darkneſs : 
And under theſe two expreſſive Metaphors, 
the Condition of both are emblematically 


ſet forth, as well in Reſpect of their pre- 


ſent Situation as their future Expectance. 


xviii. 1 Thy Saints bad a very great Light, and 


Ch. xvii. none were blinded in their Labour : But over 
thine Enemies only was ſpread an heavy: 
Night and Image of that Darkneſs which 
Should afterward receive them: For they 
were worthy to be deprived of Light, and 
impriſoned in Darkneſs, who had kept thy. 
Sons ſhut up, by whom the uncorrupt Light 
of the Law was given unto the World. 

WHrarT, though Things at preſent 
ſhould be promiſcuouſly diſtributed, and 


| there ſhould, for a Seaſon, be one Event 


Lo 


S ee. or _ 


and\Foluptuouſneſs. 


the Cloud in Appearance ſhould be 10 big- 
ger than a Man's Hand; the Heavens may 
be overſpread 1 in an Inſtant, and the Days 
of Darkneſs may de mam. 

De Fudge ſtandeth at the Door : Eter- 
nity is opening upon thee ; and Hell from 
beneath is moving to receive thee! Oh! then 
let the Danger awaken, and the Scenes 


of Miſery affrighten thee, pat meaneft Jonas i. 6, 


thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe and call upon thy 
God. Let no Opportunities be flipt, no 


Advantages be lighted. The Night is far 
Jpent, the Day is at hand: The Advent of 


our Lord calls upon us for a Reformation, 
and the Approach of his Nativity for a 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs: Let us, there- 


fore, caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and Rom. xiii, 
let us put on the Armour of Light. Let uns 


walk honeſtly as in the Day ; not in Riot and 
Drunkenneſs; not in Chambering and Wan- 
tonneſs ; not in Strife and Envying. But 
put ye on the Lord Jeſus, and make not 
Provifion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 


' thereof. Let your Converſion be early, 


and your Reformation fincere : To-Day, 


whilft it is called To- Day, leſt the Offers of 


C 2 Grace 


19 
to the Righteous and to the Wicked? Though Sz KM. 


E 


$0 The. Folly of. Avarice, „ 


Sz RM. Grace ſhould be withdrawn, and any of 
I. you ſhould; be harder'd, and reprobated 
9 t the e Deceitfulneſ of Sin. An. 


8 


Now fo Ged the Father, 5 Son, & 
the Holy Ghoſt, be render'd and aſ- 
crib'd all Honour, Praiſe and Glory, 
henceforth, and for evermore. Amen. 


The Peace of God which paſſeth all 
8. Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
« Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
5 Lord: And the Bleſſing of God Al- 
de mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
« Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and re- 
«© main with you always. Amen. 


The 


2L 


The Folly of Avarice 
and Voluptuouſneſs. 


* * * * 


LU kE XII. 20. 
But God ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, 
this Wight thy Soul ſhall be re- 
* quired of thee + Then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe Things be which thou haft 
Provided? 


I propoſed Three Things to Jour II. 


N my laſt Diſcourſe upon thefe Words, S ERM. 
I — 


Conſideration. 


Firft, Our Saviour's Reprehenſſon of 
a rich Man under the reproachful 
Character of a Fool : Thou Pool!” 


Second! , AN Inſtance of his Faly in 
the Reſignation of his Soul, without 
„a provident Care and a due Prepara- 


1 tion 


| The Folly of Avarice . 
SERM, tion for his great Change : This Night 
= Soul ſhall be —M * r 


— — 


— 


dy, Taz Vanity ani Unfruitfuloeſs 
of the Subſtance he ſhall leave be- 
hind hitm: hen whoſe ball theſe Things | 
6e which thou haſt provided? 


| 
} 
s 


— — 


—— — 


— mn — 
— — w ——— nas eee); Os 
— » 
- — > 


—— — 


— — 


Tax former of theſe Particulars, (where- 
in our Saviour reprehended the anxious 
Cate of a rich Man, and branded his ava- 
ritious Schemes with the Imputation of 
Folly,) has already been ſet out to you 
from the Arguments of the Context: And 
that I may not fatigue you with any far- 
ther Repetition of what has been already 

delivered, I ſhall immediately betake my- 
ſelf to the next Particular of our Saviour's 
Reprimand 1 in the Text: (via.) 
Secondly, Tux ſurprizing and fatal 1 
ſtance of the rich Man's Folly in the Re- 
fignation of his Soul, without a provident 
Care and a due Preparation for his great 


Change : This Night wy thy Soul Vs re- 
guired of thee, 10 
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|  SERM, 
Ax here, to give you a more lively II. 
Idea of the rich Man's Conſternation;and © Y'YY 
to paint out his Diſappointments in ſome 
of their moſt frightful une we 
are to con n | 


1. THE dudddenneſt of the Sum 
mons. 

2. ThE Surprize of it in Reſpect of 
Time: This Night. | 
3. Taz Separation of the Soul from 
its promis'd Enjoyments. | 
4. Taz Condition of ds” Soul after 


this eee 


1. I aM to confider the Suddenneſs of 
the Summons to the rich and gluttonous 
Man, in the Height of his Plenty and the 
Exceſs of his Enjoyments: This Night 
ſhall thy Soul be required of thee. 

IT is obſervable that God, (the Good- 
"neſs of whoſe Nature, as well as the 
Tenor of whoſe Covenants is averſe to the 
leaſt Suſpicion of Cruelty) doth, by all 
proper Methods, ſolicit the Happineſs, and 

wait for the Reformation and Amend. 
en ment 
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II. 


The Folly of Avarice 


SERM, ment of his Creatures: But when Wicked- 
neſs comes to its juſt Height, and Ob- 


ſtinacy and Perverſeneſs are added to 


Villany; Vengeance is enrag'd by the 


Contempt of Favours, and the Puniſh- 
ment of a Sinner is in ſome Meaſure pro- 
portion'd to the Malignity of his Crimes. 
Delays appear of no farther Uſe, and 
Mercy itſelf ſeems fatigued and jaded by 
its Long-ſuffering and Forbearance. There 
is a compleating of the Meaſures of Sin 
in the moral World, and a Ripening for 


| Deſtruction in the Courſe of Providence, 
as well as of Nature: And although we 


do not ſee the Times of. Omniſcience's 
acting, and cannot from our ſcanty No- 
tions of Things preſcribe Limits to Infi- 
nity; yet Events will juſtify ſuch Aſſer- 


Gen. vi. 3. tions as theſe are: My Spirit ſhall not al- 
Pc. ix. 17. ways ſtrive with ſinful Men. The Wicked 


ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the People 


Heb. x.26. that forget God. There remaineth no more 


Sacrifice for Sin, but a fearful looking-for 


"of Judgment, and fiery Indignation to de- 


vour the Obſtinate,and Incorrigible. The 
Day of Grace is ſpent, and the Gift of 
„ ſuſpended; The Summons 

ſcems 
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' ſeems to be fatal and irreverſible, and the 8 ER M. 
Doom repreſents Belſhazzar's, when the 3 ; 
golden Veſſels talen from the Temple were Pan. v. 2E 
proſtituted to the Drunkenneſs of his. 
Wives and Concubines, and Mene Menue, 
Tekel, Upbarſin, A d the pompous En- 

wtertainment. 

TuE line Period of Time concluded 
the Eaftern Monarchs and the voluptuous 
Glutton's Fate: For in that Night (fays the ver. 3 i, 
Prophet Daniel) was Belſhazzar the King; 
of the Chaldearis ſain, and Darius the Me- 
dian took the Kingdom: And this Night 
(fays the' Text to the Glutton) ſhall thy 
Soul be required of thee, then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe Things be whicdthew beſt. pm,, / 
Whoſe ſhall thoſe Things be, which Care 

and Injuſtice, which Tyranny and Exaction 
have been ſo ſedulous in amaſſing toge- 
ther? Alas! a pompous Table and coſtly 
Dainties want their Occupier : Treaſure 
and Furniture are of no farther Uſe : 
Lackeys and | Attendance can adminiſter 
no Comfort. It is in vain to ſolicit for 
a Reſpite! Ridiculous to ſue for a Reprieve! 

Thy Meaſure is full, and thy Damnation 

ſeal d: A few Minutes are to wind up 


thy 
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26 De Polly of | Avarice _ 
8E RM. thy Fate, and conclude the Tragedy: The 
II. Plot ſhall be open'd upon thee in a Mo- 
ment, and the laſt Scene of Pleaſure is 
now in Repreſentation. 
Tuxsr, my Brethren, cannot, in che 
Nature of Things, ſeem hard Sayings, and 
be repreſented to the Imagination as fright- 
ful and panic Evils; becauſe they are no 
more than what the Demerits of Sin, the 
Nature of Juſtice, tbe Honour of God, and 
the Security of his Government loudly 
require: And when Promiſes are ſo often 
defeated, and Invitations ſo impudently 
lighted; when Threatnings are no more 
than Bug-bears, and Thunder the Subject 
of Ridicule ; when Mercies are trampled 
upon, and Judgments perverted ; it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that Omnipotence ſhould 
be unactive, or Omniſcience blind; that 
Juſtice and Vengeance ſhould ſlumber, and 
the Patience and Forbearance of God ſhould 
always rive with the Obſtinacy and Per- 
verſeneſs of refractory and audacious Man. 


2. To the Certainty of the Glutton's 
Fate, let us remark with the Text, the 
melancholy Time of its Execution: This 

1 Night ! 


and Voip pre. 


Night! The Surprize is heightned by the S£ RN 34. 
Seaſon, and thy Fears are augmented by II. 
the Want of Aſſiſtance: This Night ſhall 


thy Change cortimence! Night! A Seaſon 
when Darkneſs and Silence encompafs the 


Univerſe, and nothing but Spectres ane 


Furies are fancied to roam upon the Earth! 
When thy Spirit ' ſhall be low, and thy 
Dangers magnified! When Aſſiſtance ſhall 
be wanting, and thy Cries be fruitleſs! 
When thy Friends ſhall be chain'd-down 
by Sleep, and nothing but TRIES and 
Robbers be waking! 

Tax Conſternation of this Seafo is a 
common Allegory, and made Uſe of in 
Scripture to quicken our Diligence in our 
Chriſtian Warfare; and the Fate of the 
Drowſy and Inadvertent is frequently in- 
culcated and expos'd, leſt any of us ſhould 
be diffolv'd in the Softneſs of Luxury, or 
harden'd in the Careſſes and Decertfulneſs 
of Sin. The Day is repreſented as the 
Time of Exerciſe and Labour; but when 
the Night cometh, no Man can work. Reſt 
makes her Demand upon the Buſy and 
Active, and Drowſineſs and Lethargy over- 
en the moſt ſprightly Faculties, The 

Temp- 


7 
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SER M. Temptations at that Time are ſtrong, and 
II. the Reſiſtance feeble; The moſt Cautious 
nnd Guarded are liable to be circumvented 
and betrayed; but the Supine and Thought- 
leſs muſt be an eaſy Prey to a ſubtil and 
r Pet. v. vigilant Enemy. Your Adverſary the De- 
vil, as a roaring Lion, walleth about, ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour, The utmoſt Pru- 
dence ſhould counter-mine his Stratagems, 
and ſecure the Safety of your endanger'd 
Souls: A Caution by Day ſhould prevent 
the Surprize of Darkneſs; and the Oil in 
your burning Lamps diſpoſe and qualify 
you for the Midnight Ca Call of the Bride- 
groom. 


| 3. As the Want of Time for Enjoy- 
ment, ſo a ſpeedy Separation from the 
Things to be enjoy'd, muſt be an inſup- 
portable Addition to the Glutton's Fate. 
Tux Geds of Fortune are only the 
Poſſeſſion of this preſent Life, and can no 
otherwiſe affect the Man than in this uni- 
ted and conjoin'd Eſtate, As the Soul 
and Body at preſent make one Compoſi- 
tion, ſo the diſtant Powers of both are, 
for our Conception, united, and the Pro- 
| R perties 


and Fol, upt 1011. neſs — 


plied to the otber. But when the Body 


29 


pertier of the one are, in this mix d State, SERM; 


II. 


returns to the Duſt, and the Soul into the a” 


Hands of God who gave it; the vital Spirit 
ſhall be at Liberty from its carnal Incum- 


brances, and have its proper and diſtinct - 


Exerciſes from what it enjoy d under the 


Confinement and Due! of Fleſh and 


Mana. 


FROM this Distinction of Offices wy 


1 in a ſeparate State from what 


the Two. Beings exercis d in Union and Con- 


junction, the Glutton's Folly appear'd in 


blending the different Nature of Things, 


and ſettling an undue Preparation for a 
ſpiritual Being in the prepoſterous Food 
and Repaſt of the Soul. The Taſte of 
the Glutton was, vitiated, and his Deſires 
grew _ rampant and boundleſs, in Confi- 
dence of too long a Continuance in this 
World, and in Hopes of tranſplanting the 


Pleaſures of Earth to Paradiſe, and adapt- 


ing the Enjoyments of Senſe to "the Fa- 
culties of Angels, 


MisTAaxENn Mortal! Whom Salad 
Reaſon, nor Experience, could convince! 


Whom neither God nor Revelation could 


influence 


30 
SE RM. 
IL 
Tully. 


Jam. . I, 


for the: Miſery that ſhall come upon thee. Sit 


The: Nl ef Avarice 
influence- inthe Methods of true Living, 


and the Reaſons and -E ations of a 
comfortable Death. Noftra que dicitur 


vita, mors eſt: — Mii, & cam liber 


eeternitate-potiatur. Gluttony is no better 
than Death; Conſumption is an Abuſe of 
our Talents; and the Gratifying of our 
Luſts a Diſgrace to our Reaſon, en 
Excluſion from Paradiſe. . 
Ga to now, thou rich Man, ue 


down, thou diſcontented Epicure, at thy 


ſumptuous Table, and thy flowing Bowls. 


See all thy Projects abortive, and thy Pur- 
ſuits troubleſome and fatiguing. See Am- 
bition Jaded in the Chaſe, or Nature ſur- 
feited in the Variety of Enjoyments See 
the Indigent ſtarv'd by thy rapacious A- 
varice and Exaction, and Heaven facrific'd 


and abandon'd by thy Profuſion and Pro- 


digelity! See Judgment opening upon thee 
in all its frightful and diſaſtrous Scenes; 
and whilſt the Meat is yet in thy Mouth, 


If. xiv.9. thy Soul ſinking into the Gulph of Perdi- 


tion, and Hell moved from beneath to receive | 
thee at thy eg er this brings q 


me to the 


4th 


md a©2_> 'S@ a a [£adoin GG X}a 1 
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and: Polujeaoifreſs; 


Folly, from the State and Condition of the 
Soul after her Separation from the Body. 
Wu Arz vzR Reliſh. the Soul in this 
compound and mix d State may be ſup- 
pos d to entertain of ſenſual Pleaſure; yet 


in the Quality of her ſeparate Exiſtence 


all Clogs and Incumbrances which ariſe 


from Fleſh. and Blood, and enjoys Happi- 


neſs or Miſery — to the Frein 
of her own Being. 

Urom this — our Saviour's Reſo- 
lution of the Caſe of Matrimony to the Sect 
of the Sadducees, (who denied either Angel 
or © Spirit) may hold proportionably true 
of all other Enjoyments in a glorified State, 


31 
8 R N. 

4% Tune to be confider'd from the, I 
Text, via. The Rebuke of the Glutton pri 


Py 


In the Reſurrection, they neither marry, nor Matt. xii. 


are given in Marriage: But are like. to the; 
Angels of Cad in Heaven. Though we Cor. xii; 
know but in Part, and ſee at preſent through 


a Glaſs darkly, and it doth not yet appear 
what awe ſhall be, nor can our groſs Facul- 


ties comprehend how we ſhall be glori · 


hed; yet this we are aſſur d of, that when 


Our 
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32 The Fully of Avarice 


8 ER NM. our Lord and Saviour ſhall appear, we 


II. ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee © him a 


radiſe ſhall have a poſitive Comple- 
tion, and the approaching State of Frui- 
tion ſhall be commenſurate to our intel- 
lectual Faculties; large as our Deſires, and 


Glory admits of none of thoſe catnal Im- 
purities, and ſenſitive Enjoyments which 
this imperfect State may indulge us in. 
The Objects of ſuch a Love are abandon' d, 
and the Paſſions which careſs them are 
left behind us. The angelic Life is the 
Intuition and Adoration of the Deity ; and 
the Happineſs of glorified Saints muſt con- 
fiſt in the reflex Acts of a virtuous Con- 
duct, and the Participation of that Joy 
which God has Prepared for them that love 
him. 1 
Wurkr now is the en 8 
neſs? Where are the Materials for the 
Glutton s Luxury? Where is the Scene of 
Pleaſure? Where is the Body to enjoy? 
Where are * e for 8 
ment? | 


. WE 90 D 1008 376 9 Sou; 


e is, The negative Deſcription of Pa- 1 


laſting as our Souls, - The Entrance upon 


5 
w 


and Yoluptuouſneſs. - 33 
Son, remember, that thou in thy Lie- SRM. 

time receivedſt thy good Things, and likewiſe II. 

Lazarus evil Things ! Indulgence has been 

given to thy Luxury; and Contempt and 

Poverty have been the Lot of his Virtue : 

But the Scene is now alter'd, to the Diſ- 

grace of Riches, and the Ennobling of 

Sufferings. Thou art comforted, and be is 

tormented! The impaſſable Gulpb between 

you is fix'd ; all Intercourſe and Corre- 

ſpondence is. ſtopped; all Barter and Ex- 

change of Fortunes render'd impractica- \ 

ble. The very Nature of Virtue and Vice | 

will admit of no ' Alteration; and the 

Swine can have no more Pleaſure in Para- 

diſe, than the Saint be e to — 

ings and Remorle. | 


. From this ſhort and imperfect Repre- 
ſentation of Things, My Brethren, both 
from the Suddenneſs of the Summons to 
depart, and the unexpected Surprixe of it 
in Relation to Time; from the Separation 
of the Soul from her promis d Enjoyments, 
and her fatal Allotment to endleſs Miſery 
in a future State; we may be N led in 
the 
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34 
SRAM. 
II. 


Whoſe! When thou art gone into a Land 


Thi Folh of ee 


Third Place, to the Concluſion of the 
Text, and take a parting View of the 
Vanity and Unfruitfulneſs of the Subſtance 
we ſhall keave behind us: Then whoſe ſhalt 
thoſe: Things be, which thou haſt provided? 

- Wnose} When Darkneſs cloſes thine 
Eyes, or Oblivion cancels thy Actions! 


where all Things are forgotten, or ſhame- 
fully remgmbred to thy Reproach and Mi- 


_ fery! Whoſe ſhall thoſe Things, be, when 


Riches ſhall be Poverty, and Triumphs 
Reproaches? When Darkneſs ſhall over- 
ſpread thy Glory, and a never-dying Worm 
prey upon thy Conſcience ? 

Whoje fhall thoſe Things be, which thou 


10, provided? 


1. Tay ſhall not be thine: For thou 
art removed from the Land of Poſſeſſion, 
and put out of all Power and Poſſibility of 
Enjoyment. Thou ſhalt carry nothing with 
tbee into the Land of Forgetfulneſs; nei- 
ther ſhall thy Grandeur or Acquiſitions 
follow thee; The Appetites to enjoy ſhall 
be extinguiſh'd, or the Objects of Enjoy- 
ment varied and chang'd: The Perception 
of a ſ * ſhall be different from a 
natural, 
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und Polkprutuſneſs. 38 
natural, and the Joys of Heaven of an- SEA M. 
other Guſt from thoſd upon Earth. Pr III. 

my Thoughts are dot your Thoughts ; wor wand 
art your Ways my Ways, faith the Lord. 
For as the Heavens are higher tha the 
Earth; fo. are my "Ways higher than your 


mie, and my Tbalgbrs than your Thoughts 5 


The Di/tance is infinite, the Pe#/ony are 
various, and the Enjoyments incompatible, 
It is Virtue only which can affitnilate you 
into the Divine Likeneſs, and Faith that 
muſt enable you to contemplate and enjoy 
God us be is. It is the Meek that ſhall in- Matt. v. 5. 
berit Patadiſe, the merciful that fhall-bt filled": * 
with Mercy, and the Pure in Heart that 
ſcull ſee God. The Food of Angels cannot 
be the Nouriſhment of Brates: Intellectual 
Pleaſures will not affect a carnal Mind; nor 
the Groſſneſs of Senſe be any ways grati- 
| fied with the Nefinetnents of the Spirit. 
2dly, As worldly Poſſeſſions are not to 


* the Enjoyments of Heaven; ſo we 


know not to whoſe Lot the Inheritance of 
Y them may fall upon Earth. This ſingle 
q J Confideration baffled” all the 7/7/dvm "of 
Sothmon, and brought an Odium and De- 


I 9 
teſtation upon the Grandeur and Afffuence 


D 2 of 


36 The Folly of mug 
Se x M.of his boundleſs Poſſeſſons: I hated al 
2 the Labour that I had taken under the Sun, 

r becauſe 1 ſhould "leave it to the | Man that 

oxy 19. ſhould be after me: And who knoweth, be- 

+ ther be ſhall. be a wiſe Man, or a Fool? Tet 

Hall he have Rule over all my Labour where- 
in I bave- laboured, and . wherein I have 
 ſhewed myſelf wiſe under the Sun. A Stran- | 
- ger perhaps, without any Pains and Fa- ? 
tigue, may riot in my Patrimony ; or gͥne 
that comes out of my Bowels may profuſely | 
ſquander away, what I have with ſuch | 
Labour and Parſimony acquired. Wiſdom . 
may not be entail'd upon my Heir, nor 
Duration upon my. Subſtance. The very | 
Method of acquiring may be a Curſe upon 
the Acquifition, and a Brand of Infamy up- 
on the Occupier. Misfortunes may be en- 
| tail'd with the Inheritance, and the Bu- 
quities of the Fathegs viſited unto the third | 
and fourth Generat of an YDgracious L 
Pofterity. 1 

©. 3dy, As the Condition of the Perſon 1 5 
inberits, ſo the Method of conſuming the b 
Subſtance inherited, may be ſuch as would 
e * n. upon Earth, and 
F; — N 


and Voluptuouſneſs. 37 
muſt aggravate thy Miſery in a ſeparate SE {Un 
State. I. 

I js certain that Guilt, like Tifetion VV 

may be propagated, and another's Crimes 

may commence our own, The Diſeaſe | 
may be entail'd, and the Malignity re- TY 
torted upon the anhappy Cauſes of it. We 

may be Partakers of other Men's Sins as 

| well as our own; and receive a double Pu- 

, &. niſhment for what our Doctrine has pro- 

: pagated, and our Converſation patroniz'd. 

\ The Pains of Eternity may be always pro- 

1 greſtve; the Flames of Hell grow hotter 7 

c by the Seeds of Wickedneſs which we 

y | have left behind us: The Diſeaſes may 

a | 

) 

1 


perpetually fly to the Head; and the An- 
noyance of the inferior Members affect 
the Capital. 

I this Senſe, it is probable, that Dives 
might petition for a Meſſenger from the 
Dead to ſummons ' his Father's Houſe and 
warn his frve Brethren, that his own Tor- 
ment might not be aggravated by the Pro- 
fuſeneſs of 2heir Living, and his Accounts 
ſwell'd and inflam'd by the Example he 
had left, and the Encouragement he had 
given to their Enormities. | 
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33 Die Fully ef . 


S$BRM, Havi thus, my Rrethren, purfued 
the Fate of the Glutten and Epicure thro? 


the fluttering Scenes of this World, and 


viewed his E 


ations and Enjoyments 


in another; 1 hope it will nat he unſuit- 


able, to ſhut up this Niſcqurle, and direct 
your Practice, in theſe few Ran 15280 A 
vious keene to ier 


_ Firſts In the Langyage of our ** 
M aſter, Take Heed, and beware. of Cone- 
fou ouſt: For @ Man's Life. conffteth:pat_in 
the Abundance of. the Things which be fas 
fe efſeth,. 

Tus . contract your Soul, and 
pervert: your Worſhip; , neglect the Crea- 
tor, and idolize the Creature; ſhiftthe Scene 
of Religion, and new-model the Syſtem 

provi. of Faith, , Why ſhonldRt thou Je 
8 thine Heart upop that. hich is nat? How 
canſt thay dwell upon Phantoms and A+ 


muſements, and feed thy Expectatians 


with romantic Enjoyments? Riches make 
chbemſelves Wings, aud fly eway: They bribe 
their Guards, and ſtęal from their Con- 
finement; infatuate, Spectators, and en- 


ſlave . Poſſeſſors; They amuſe us with | : 
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and Yoluptuouſneſs. 


nities; fatigue us in the we and lurch 


empty Propoſals, and tempt us with Va- S ERM. 


II. 


us in the Fruition — 


Wey that will be rich fall 15 to Tempta-T 8 vi. , 


tion and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and © 
hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in De- 
fruttion and Perdition. Fur the Love of 
Money is the Root of all Evil : Which while 
ſome coveted after, they have erred from the 
Faith, and pierced themſelues through with 
many Sorrows, Religion, in ſuch Purſuits, 


is a Sacrifice to Intereſt; Heaven is forc'd - 


to ſtoop to the Enjoyments of Earth; 
Light to be incorporated with Darkneſs, 
and Chrift to nee a RY with 
Beal. 


de Tux Pate of the Glutton in 
his Enjoyments ſhould direct us to ein- 
ploy our Subſtance to thoſe. honeſt Pur- 
poſes which Nature hath injoin'd, and God 
hath preſcrib'd the Exerciſe of. For by 
this Means all Exceſſes and Redundances 
will be curtail'd; Superfluities will be 
turn'd into their proper Channels; a due 
Uſe will be made of our reſpective Talents; 
"OR Objects will be ſupported and main- 
D 4 tain'd; 


=_ De Folly of uldorice 
SERM, tain'd; and all Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
II. all Riating. and Drunkenneſs will be 55 
S nidrd from our n | 
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Wirdy, Lr a particular _ bo 
had to the Poor and. Indigent in the fuper- 
fluous Part of our Fortunes. This is but 
a modeſt Requeſt in Favour of that Peo- 
ple, whom God has ſtyl'd his. own, and 

Whom he daily preſents. as the Objects 
of our Liberality, and Receivers of Alms 
in his Name and in his Place. Here then 
let Luxury be retrench'd, and Charity 
triumph; let our own'Bellies be emptied, 
that others may be filled. If our Barns 
are loaden with all manner of Stores, and 
our Preſſes burſt out with new Wine, let 
not the God of the Harveſ be defrauded 
of his Tribute, nor his Subſtitutes and Re- 
ceivers excluded from their Maſter's Right. 
The Firſt-fruits were always to ſanctiſy 
the Lump, and ſome previous Acknows- 
ledgments to ſecure our Title to the Re- 
mainder: But how comes it to paſs, that 
the ſupreme Donar ſhould be ſlighted, that 
his Officers ſhould be neglected, his Por- 
tion embezzled, and his Children ſtary'd ? 
God, 


* 


and V. ee 


God, by the Fullneſs and Sufficiency of his S ER N. 
own Natore, can receive no Addition from II. 
the Liberality of his Creatures; but by 


an Exceſs of Goodneſs has ſubſtituted the 
Poor to receive the Superfluities of the 
Rich, and hath promiſed both a temporal 
and eternal Reward to a right Diſpoſal of 
the Offals and Redundancies of their For- 


tunes. He that ſcattereth ſhall increaſe : 9 50 xi. 
He that giveth. to the Poor, lendeth to the « oY as 


Lord. He that conſidereth the Houſpold "7 We 
of Faith, ſhall be received into the Society 
of the Faithful: He that lodgeth the Stran- 
ger is hoſpitable to himſelf ; he that viſics 
the Sick ſecures his own Health; he that 
clothes the Hungry warms his own Body; 
he that gives Water to the Thirſty quenches 
his own Appetite, and he that attends the 
- Priſon indents for his own Liberty. 


Now God grant to us all ſuch a dutiful 
Regard to the Supreme Author and Giver 
of our Fortunes, and ſuch a proper Uſe 
and Improvement of them in the ſeveral 
Works of Charity and Beneficence, that 
we may both ſerve our Maker with Cheer- 
fulneſs and relieve our Brethren with Con- 

ſtancy 


42 The Folly of Avarice, &c. 
SE RM, ſtaney here upon Earth, that when: ave fail 
IT. we may be received into everlaſting Ha- 
VV bjtations, and enjoy the Recompenſe of 
our good Works in the Kingdom of Glory, 


Now to Father, San, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons but One Eternal God, 
ble rendred and aſcribed all Might, 
44. © Majeſty, Adoration, and Praiſe, both 
* now . mw evermore. Amen. 


* The Peace of God, ich paſſeth all 
& Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
“ Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
«© God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
© Lord: And the Blefling of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
* Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and re- 
* main with you always. Amen. 
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He that apalketh 701 th wiſe Me Un 


ball be wiſe: But a Companion 
v4 F vols en be nee 


Perſon. of "Solomon's conſummate Wiſdom 
and Experience in the World. At the 
very hearing of them, I don't doubt, but 
thoſe aged Perſons, who have been formerly 
engag d in vicious Courſes, and ſeduc'd by 
others into bad Principles, may be ſtruck 
with ſome Sort of religious Terror, and 

ſadly 


ESE Words are one of aka nn. 
prudential Advices, which might III. 
\ he-: reaſonably expected from aa 


44 Of good and bad Company. 
SERM, ſadly remember the Origin and Sources of 
III. all their Misfortunes. © 
l cours wiſh too, that any Thing 
which I have prepar d for your preſent En- 
fertainment, could ſo fix the Unſtableneſs 

8 and the Gaiety of Nuth, as to guard their 

Innocence and ſecure their Virtues, and 

prevent the Troubles and Remorſes which 

F a vicious Old-age may be too unhappily 
ſenſible of, _ 

Tuar I may do my utmoſt” upon this 
uſeful Text of Scripture, and fecommend 
King, Solomon's Advice in the moſt exten - 
five and edifying Manner, I ſball range 
my OY OY the following g FI 
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5 Second, — Vſe — . 

to be made of good Company: He 
tbat walketh with wiſe: Men, ſhall be 
— Wiſe. noob 4 | 111 10 20 7197 


ä Ti hi rdhy, Taz Diſadvantages and in Con- 
e Which flow from bad Com- 
51 24019115: 3 10 pany 2 
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Of good and bad. Company. 


45 


pany: A Companion N be SERM, 


deſtroyed. 


Nurtiy, Tus Neceſity we are under 


III. 


at ſome Times, and upon ſome Ac- | 


counts, to keep ORF with evil 
Men. 


Fifthly, Some general Rules and Di- 

rections for the Choice of our Com- 

panions, both in Reſpect of their 

Number, their Parts, their Honeſty, 
and other IE Wal Wen | 


Firſ, 1 AM to introduce my Diſcourſe 
with a brief Explication of the ſeveral 
Terms of the Text. 


1. He that walketh : Walking is a fre- 


quent Exprefſion made uſe of in Scripture | 


to denote the Actions of the Mind. It is 
taken from the Motion of the Body, -and 
by an eaſy Metaphor is fitly transferr'd to 
the Briſkneſs and Activity of the Soul. 
This Walking in the Text doth not de- 
note only a ſingle and caſual Act, but a 
Cuſtom and Habit of Converſation. An 
accidental Meeting, or an extraordinary 


Viſit, 


46 Of good and bad. Company. 
SRM. Vifit, be it either for Civility or in Buſi- 
HE neſs, may not be attended with any un- 
common Effects: But Sin or Virtue muſt, 
in all Probability, proceed from Leaves 
and Friendſhips, from aſſoclating or link- 
ing our ſelves in Union and Familiarity 
/ with Men of honeſt or vicious Princi- 
pies. 

2. Wife: Men is another Term here 
piteb'd upon by Solomon And if we at- 
tend to the Signification of the Word 

| Wiſdom in the poetical- Books of Scripture, 
we ſhall find that either Knowledge or Re- 
ligion are moſt frequently repreſented by 
it; and according to the Importance of 
this Term, F ſhall, in my following Diſ- 
courſes, endeavour to deferibe the Com- 
modities and Advantages which» flow from 
an intimate Soiety both eee | 
and picus Perſons. 

3. Tur Oppoſite to Wiſdom is Folly; 
and by conſequence Fools muſt come un- 1 
der the Denomination of igrorant of irre- 5 

_ kigjous Perſons; and as ſuch ate diſpos'd 

and inclin d to eommunieate their Follies 
and Vices to thoſe whe aſſociate or con- 
verle with them, | 


Ane 4. Tun 
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4. Turix Companions ſhall be deſtroyed: SE RM. 
Deſtroyed in this World, for want of the III. 


Knowledge and Government of them 
ſelves; and for a Copying of the Follies 
and Extravagancies of their Inſtructors; 
deſtroyed in another, for want of | thoſe 
Morals and Principles which are neceſſary 
for the Salvation of their Souls, and the 
Enjoyment of celeſtial Happineſs. 9 
| From this Explication of the Words, 
| I ſhall proceed to illuſtrate and enforce 
the Matter contain'd under them, by ſhews 
ing. 


Secondly, Tun Uſe and, Saga 


to be made of good Company: He that 
walketh with wife Men, ſhall be iſe, 


Now, if according to the foregoing Ex- 
plication of the Word Wiſdom, we take it 
in a ſtrict Senſe for Prudence, Knowledge, 
or Underſtanding in the Affairs and Oecu- 
pations of this Life, or, with a larger View, 
tor the Virtues and Graces of Religion, to 
qualify and diſpoſe us for the Happineſs of 
another ; we ſhall be led from this. reofold 
| Notion of Wiſdom, to advance theſe tua 
| Propoſitions for the Enforcement of the 


Reaſon- 


% 
w*Y as ln. aid aac 1 
* 
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SE R M. Reaſonableneſs of the firſt Part of cat 8 


III. Aſſertion in the 'TeXt. +. 


WY 1 
1. TuAr the keeping of good Com- 
| pany is a due and proper Means for the 
Improvement of us in the Knowledge and 
Tranſacting of our ſerular Afairs. | 
2. TuaT the fame pious Courſe of 
Converſation is as regular an Expedient 
for our Information in the Principles, and 
our Conduct in the Practice of Reli- 


1/, Joke RVR to you, that the Keep- 
ing of good Company is a due and proper 
Means for the Improvement of us in the 
Knowledge and Tranſacting of our ſecular 
Aﬀairs. | | 
II is not the Buſineſs of this Place, to 
inſtruct you in the Myſteries of worldly 
Craft, or to lay before you the politic 

Schemes of Grandeur and Promotion: It 
is my Province, as a Divine, only to in- 
culcate into you thoſe Duties of Care- 
fulneſs, Frugality, Diligence, and Indu- 
ſtry, which are ſo neceſſary to our Well- 
bein in this World, and are ſo uſeful in 

their 
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Advice for the Choice of our Companions 
comes recommended to you with all the 
Advantages of Example, Inſtruction, Ex- 
pertence, Correction, Rebuke, and the like. 


He that walketh with wiſe Men ſhall, by 


all theſe Methods, grow and increaſe in 


Wiſdom ; he that is the happy Companion 


of ſuch knowing and judicious Perſons ſhall 
ſoon rectify the Miſtakes of giddy and 
heedleſs Youth, and form truer Notions 
of Perſons and Things. He ſhall ripen 
In his Judgment, improve in his Obſer- 
vations, reform in his Conduct, ſurmount 
Difficulties, and guard againſt Errors for 


the Future. Prudence and Dexterity will 
inſenfibly ſteal upon him, and his very 


Soul will be enlightned with the Rays, 
and invigorated by the Influence and Ex- 


49 
their Conſequences to our Deſcendants and SER M, 
Poſterity. Upon this Footing Solomon's III. 


181 


ample of his Companions. For the Path ou ir. 


F the Juſt is as the ſhining Light, that 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect Day. 
The Way of the Wicked is as Darkneſs : 


8, 19. 


They know not at what they fumble, Let Beclef ir. 
thy Talk be with the Wiſe, and all thy Com- 5. 16. 


munication in the Law of the Moſt High. 


Vor. II. E And 


50 


SE RM. And let juſt 


III. 
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eat and drink with thee, 
2 a , glorying be in the Fear of i 
Tf thou followeſt Righteouſneſs, thou 
ber, and put her on as a glorious 
The Birds will reſort to their 
will Truth return to them that 
pr ife in ber, The DiſcourJe of a godly 

is always with Wiſdom: But a Foul 

changeth as the Wind, _ 8 
ALL this Variety of Expreſſion from 
Solomon, and his Copier the Son of Sirach, 
doth primarily relate to Prudence and Cir- 
cumſpection in our temporal Affairs, and 
evidently point out to us that powerful 
Aſſiſtance we are capable of receiving 
from the Society and Converſation of diſ- 


creet and intelligent Perſons. Without 


this Proſpect, to what Uſe would be the 
Councils and Cabinets of Princes? Where 
would be the Improvement of our Ma- 
nufactures and Commerce? Where would 
be the Inſtruction of Artificers and Me- 


chanics? 


Tusk latter Sort of Men may not be 


Redus: ſaugbt fer in public Counſel, nor fit on the 


xxxviii. 


33734 


Judges Seat, nor underſtand the Sentence of 


Judgment: But they Wi * maintain the State 


of 
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of the World, and all their Defire is in the SE RM. 


Work of their Craft. Their Buſineſs, like 


more noble Occupations, is propagated by — 


Skill and Inſtruction, and the Myſteries 
of their reſpective Callings diſcover'd by 
a Familiarity with, and an Imitation of, 


the compleateſt Artiſts, As Iron ſharpeneth "ro Prov. 


Iron, ſo a Man ſbarpeneth the Countenance of 
bis Friend. A commanding Preſence puts, 
as it were, an Edge upon the blunteſt 
Metals, and adds a Quickneſs to the dul- 
leſt Apprehenſions. As Neceflity is the 
Mother of Invention, and Emulation the 
Propagator of Arts and Sciences; ſo we 
owe many uſeful Diſcoveries to Company 
and Travel, and often-times ſee ſlow A- 
bilities making ſurprifing Improvements by 
Diligence and Application, When once 
Men are in the Way of Buſineſs, the 
Modes and Cuſtoms of the World will 
caſily flow in upon them, and they will 
have the frequenter Opportunities of ex- 
erting and ſhewing themſelves to the beſt 
Advantage. Mutual Converſation will 

heighten their Curioſity, and awaken their 
Parts, and infuſe as great a Poinancy into 
their Faculties as it does Volubility, into 
0 | E 2 their 
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SE M. their Tongues. Your recluſe and con- 


II, 


templative Men may devour a Number of 


volumes, and furniſh their Underſtand- 


ings with a noble Set of Ideas; but it is 
Action which is the Principle of good 
Government, and mutual Converſation 
which muſt introduce us into the Man- 


ners of the World, and the Secrets of Bu- 


Prov. ix. 


ſineſs. But, 


Secondly, Fxo this World, let us lift 
up our Eyes to another; from Knowledge 
let us proceed to Grace; and from the- 
Management of our temporal Affairs to the 
Security of our eternal Happineſs. 1f thou 
art wiſe, be wiſe for thyſelf: Be wiſe to all 
the good and excellent Purpoſes of Li- 


ving; be wiſe in the Culture and Improve- 


ment of Virtue, and the Diſcipline - and 
training up of thy Soul for the more ra- 
tional Enjoyments of approaching Feli- 


City. 


Ay here it is the greateſt Pleaſure to 
conſider, that the ſame pious Converſa- 
tion which was uſeful to us in the Ma- 
nagement of our ſecular Affairs, will prove 
as regular an Expedient for our 1nforma- 

lion 
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tion in the Principles, and our Conduct in 8 E R x. 
the Practice of Religion. III. 

Tux great Buſineſs of Virtue and Mo- 
rality, as it is inſtill'd into us from others, 
lies chiefly in Inſtruction, Example, and 
Reproof: To all which the Company of 
good Men gives us free Admittance, and 
the moſt likely Opportunities of Improve- 
ment. 

1. For Hſtruction. 

The Lips of the Wiſe will drop as the? — 

Honey-comb: They will refreſh and en- 
liven, ſweeten and comfort all that are 
within the Sphere of their Acquaintance: 
The Uſefulneſs of their Exhortations will 
ſhew the Integrity of the Adviſers; and 
the Pcudence of their Conveyance will not 
only work upon candid and ingenuous 
Tempers, but ſmooth the Rugged, and 
melt down the Reluctant. 

Wren the Doctrine ſhall drop as the Deut. 
Rain, and the Speech diſtil as the Dew, © 
when the healing Diſcourſe ſhall deſcend 
as the ſmall Rain upon the tender Herb, 
and as the Showers upon the Graſs ; Hea- 
ven and Earth ſeem to be held in Atten- 
tion, and every Creature raiſes its Head 

E 3 ER 


$4 


HI. 
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8E RM. by this gracious and ſoſtning Influence. 


Erigitur virtus, cum tacta eft & impulſa ; 


non aliter quam ſcintilla, flatu levi adjuta : 
Fern ſuum explicat . 


Now whether there were latent Seeds 


of Virtue in the Mind, (as the Stoic Phi- 
hfophers held) which were to be rous'd and 


| Kindled into a Flame by an exterior Cauſe; 


or whether, (as is moſt ſafe to aſſert) the 


99 Formation and Diſpoſition of the Soul to 


Holineſs were entirely owing to Regenera- 


ion and Grace, according to the evange- 
lical Plan: Yet Hiſtruction is acknowledg'd 


by all Parties, to be of excellent Service 
towards the Increaſe and Growth of Mo. 
rality; and the Precepts of Solomon upon 
this Head are of equal Force, both to 
a ſober Pagan, a Few, and a Chriſtian. 

Hear, ye Children, the Inſtrution of a 


Father, and attend to know Underſtanding, 
.1, My Son, attend unto my Wiſdom, and bow 


thine Ear to my Underſtanding : That thou 
mayſt regard Diſcretion, and that thy Lips 


may keep Knowledge : If thou haſt already 
attain'd the Prize, the Company of good 


® Senec, Epiſt. 94. p. 444. Edit, Gron, Tom, II. 
| | Men 


— 
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Men will be the ſtrongeſt Guard and Se-SeRM. 
curity to thy Poſſefſions: If thou art only III. 
in queſt of it, the ſame religious Society 
will facilitate thy Undertaking, the ſame 
wholeſome Directions will conduct thee 
in the Paths of Virtue and Holineſs “. 

Surely all Men are vain by Nature, and Wild. xiii. 
have ſuck'd in Prejudices by Education, 
and gain'd ill Habits by a vicious Neigh- 
bourhood: But good Company will diſpel 
Ignorance, reform Nature, refine our Con- 

. ceptions, and ſublimate our Paſſions, 

IT is the Practice of good Men to be as 
exemplary in their Stations, and as uſeful 
as they can in their Generations, and to 
help forward the Salvation of their Bre- 
thren with the ſame Zeal that they pro- 
ſecute their own : They rightly conſider, 
that thoſe a win Souls are wiſe; and that Por, xi, 
every one who converteth a Sinner from 
the Error of his Way, ſhall fave a Soul lam. v. 
from Death, and cover a Multitude of Sins : 25 


NMulla res magis animis honefla induit, dubieſſue & in 
pravum inclinabiles rewocat in rectum, quam bonorum homi- 
num converſatio. Paullatim enim dyſcendit in pectora: Ft 
vim praeceptorum obtinet, ogra 8 adſoici frequenter. 


Senec. p. 447. 
| E 4 And 


56. 


III. 


3 


Rom. x. 
"Tt © 


I Kidgs 
x. 8. 
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E San M. And therefore their Hearts Defire and Prayer 


to God for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved: 
Their utmoſt Vigour and Diligence is 
employed in recalling the % Sheep, in 
reclaiming the Stragglers and Wanderers 
from the Fold, and in infuſing better Prin- 
ciples and clearer Notions into the Igno- 
rant and Seduc'd, And is it not, do ye 
think, a mighty Privilege to be the Aſ- 
ſociates of ſuch publick-ſpirited and zealous, 
ſuch holy and religious Perſons as theſe are? 
Is it not an immenſe Happineſs, to wait 
upon the Inſtruction of ſuch Proficients? 
To fit at the Feet of ſuch Gamaliels, whoſe 
Mouths ſpeak Wifdom, and whoſe Tongues 
talk of Judgment? Every Auditor is in 
the Road of Knowledge, and ſeems 
to have that high Privilege which the 


Queen of Sheba aſcribes to Solomon's At- 


tendants and Domeſticks, Happy are thy 
Men, happy are theſe thy Servants, which 
ftand continually before thee, and that hear 
thy Wiſdom. Certainly. ſuch Company ad- 


 miniſtreth Grace to the Hearers, and is 


attended with all the Circumſtances of De- 


light and Profit: It is a Salt which never 
hoſes its Savour, nor grows inſipid by Uſe 


and 


__ 
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and Repetition: It is a Taſte of the Foys of SE RM. , 


Heaven, whilſt we ſojourn here upon Earth: 
It is a near Reſemblance to the Communton 
of Saints in Bliſs ; an imperfect Admiſſion 
to the General Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firft-born ; and an Imitation of the happy 
Converſe and Society of the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect. | 

2. From the Inſtruftion of Wile 
and Religious Men, let us proceed to 
their Example; the Former reſpeCting 
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III. 
— 


chiefly the Information of our Mind, and 


the Latter the Regulation of our Actions: 
For we are not only in a Capacity of 
knowing more than other Perſons, whilſt 
we frequent the Society of good Men, but 
we have the greateſt Motives and En- 
couragement to make our Practice con- 
formable to our Knowledge. 

A Goop Example is Virtue animated, 
Religion ſet off to the Life in all its Sweet- 
neſs and Attractives; not in the dull 
Letter of Rules and Precepts, but in the 
commanding Light and Heat of Action, 
and all the efficacious Motives of Love and 


Obedience. * Occurſiis mehercule ipſe ſapi- 


entium 


Senec. p. 447. 


% 
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+ SE RM. entium juvat : Et oft aliquid quod ex magno 
III. viro vel tacente proficias. 

N THERE is ſomething in the Example 
of a Virtuous Man, which does affect me 
whether I will or not; and I can never 
appear in his Preſence, but that the Come- 
lineſs and Gracefulneſs of his Actions force 
Reſpect and Veneration from me : It is 
like my Entrance into this Temple of the 

| Lord, where I am immediately ſtruck 
| with the profoundeſt Reverence of the 
| Majeſty of that God who dwelleth here; 
| where the Sacredneſs of the Place affects 

1 my Heart, and a ſecret Dread and Awe 

Cereeps upon my Spirits, 
| 


O Tre. reviving Preſence, vthe com- 
manding Life of an Exemplary and Reli- 
gious Man ! His Mien, his Walk, his 
Words, his Geſtures, are all of them ma- 
jeſtie and inſtructive ! His very Looks are 
Laws, his Smiles are Rewards, and his 
Frowns are 'Puniſhments ! | 

I canxoT, my Brethren, better mu- 
ſtrate this Subject, than by producing to 
you the Example of Simon the Higb-Prięſt, 

as it is ſet forth in all the tranſporting 
Oratory of the Son of Sirach. 
25? es 
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' How was he honoured in the midſt of tbe 8 E RM. 
People, in his coming out of the Sanctuary! III. 
He was as the Morning Star in the midſt CO 
of the Cloud, and as the Moon at the Full: 5, 8 
As the Sun ſhining upon the Temple of the 
Moft High, and as the Rain-bow giving 

Light in the bright Clouds : And as the 
Flower of Roſes in the Spring of the-Year, 
as Lillies by the Rivers of Waters, and as 
the Branches of the Frankincenſe-tree in the 
Time of Summer, When he put on the Robe Ver. 11; 
e Honour, and was cloathed with the Perfec- 

tion of Glory, when he went up to the holy 

Altar, be "made the Garment of Holineſs 
honourable : And finiſhing the Service at the Ver. 14; 
Altar, that he might adorn the Offering of | 
the mojt High Almighty. © 

How muſt Religion flouriſh under ſuch 

a Preſident ? How muſt the Congregation 
rejoice, and their Devotions be inflam'd 
under ſuch a Prelate ? And how, on the 
contrary, muſt Vice ſneak, and Profane- 
neſs hang down her Head at this auguſt 
and venerable Appearance ? Where is the 
Impudence, but muſt bluſh and tremble ? 
Where is the Villany that can out-face 


Conviction? 


07 goed and bad Company. 


My ERM, Convidtion? Where is the Profligate that 


III. 


Tror. xv. 


1. 
Ch. xxv. 
15. 


can ſpurn at Repentance? 
3. Tux laſt Benefit we are to receive 
from the r of Wiſe oy 1s Ln 


proof. 


As all Men are free Agents, and act in 


ſome Senſe upon an Equality; ſo the 
Office of an Inſtructor requires Art as well 


as Religion, and muſt endeavour to ſooth 
the Paſſions, and reform the Manners at 


the ſame Time. A pedantic Stiffneſs and 


a ſupercilious Behaviour in a Monitor are 
apt to exaſperate the Reſentment of an 
Offender, and harden and embolden him 


in his Offences. . But @ mild Anſwer 


turneth away Wrath, and a fe . Tongue 
breaketh the Bone. 

I MutT confeſs that it is a very diſ- 
agreeable Work, to rake into the Faults 
of other Men; and the Attempt of Re- 
proof oftentimes fails for want of proper 
Management. Pliny ſeems to hit off this 
Point to Admiration, and to diſtinguiſh 
very nicely about it in the Conduct of 
Eupbrates the Philoſopher. * Inſectatur vitia, 


non homines ; nec caſtigat errantes, ſedemendat. 


Upon 


© Plin, Lib. I. Ep. 10. 
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Upon ſuch a diſcreet Proceeding, the 8E RM, 
Succeſs anſwers the Application, the Se- III. 
quel is glorious, and the Converſion 5 
ing: Seguaris monentem attentus & pendens; 
& per ſuadere tibi, etiam cum perſuaſerit 
cupias*, For who ſo fit to undertake this 
Work, who ſo likely to bring it to Per- 
fection, as a Man of an holy and Religious 
Life? He that hath: taught himſelf, is the 
beſt qualified Perſon to teach others: He 
that lives in the ſtrict Practice of the ſeve- 
ral Duties of Religion, is in the faireſt 
Capacity to admoniſh others for the Neg- 
le& or Breach of them. 
A 6G00p Man's Converſation, ede 
is ſo far from being to be declin d for fear we 
ſhould meet with a Reprimand from him, 
that it is to be courted upon the very 
Proſpect and Expectation that he will very 
freely and impartially tell us of our Faults. 
| Let the Righteous ſinite me, it ſhall be à Pf. ali. 
| Kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, it fhalls* 
be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my 
Head: The Wound is gently probed by 
ſo ſkilful an Hand, and the Corruption 
ſeaſonably diſcharg'd for the reſtoring of 
Strength to the infected Part, and the 
| adminiſtring 
® Plin, Lib, I. Ep. 16. | 
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SE RM, adminiſtr ing of Health to the whole 
III. Body 
WY Now God grant us all to receive the 
Word of luſtruction with Patience, to profit 
by Example, and reform by Reproof ; that 
we may in due Time acquire that holy and 
Religious Wiſdom, which will conduct us 
with Safety through the Difficulties of this 
troubleſome World, and land us with 
Pleaſure an the Bunks of Everlaſting Life, 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


* The Peace of God, which paſſeth all 

«© Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
: « Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
. * God, and of his Son Jeſus Chrift our 
c Lord: And the Blefling of God Al- 
* mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
1 Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and re- 

*© main with you always. Amen. 


Of 


Of Good and Bad Com- 
_ pany. 


— — ——_ —__ — 


Prov. XIII. 20. 
He that walketh with wiſe Men, 
ball be wiſe: But a Companion 
of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


F OR the regular Diſcuſhon and due 8E RM. | | 


Improvement of theſe Words, I IV. 
propos'd five Things to your Con-VY 
ſideration. 1 


Firſt, A BRIEF Explication of the ſeve- 
ral Terms in the Text, 


Secondly, Tus Uſe and Improvement 
to be made of good Company: He 
that 
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SERM. that walketh with wiſe ww; ſhall be 

IV. wi | 

WY 

Third! ly, Tus Diſadvantages and ill Con- 

ſequences which flow from bad Com- 
pany : A Companion of Fools ow be 
defiroyed. 


 Fourthh, Tax Neceſſity we are under 
at ſome Times, and upon ſome Ac- 
counts, to keep Company with evil 
Mien. | 


Fifty, Some general Rules and Di- 
rections for the Choice of our Com- 
panions, both in Reſpect of their 

n Number, their Parts, their Honeſty, 
N and other ſociable Qualiſications. 


Ix the Explication of the Terms of the 
Text, I detain'd you no longer than was 
neceflary to the laying a Foundation for 
the Uſe and Improvement which may be 
made of Good Company: And for as 
much as a great deal depended upon a 
right Underſtanding of that Viſdom which 
our Companions ſhould be endued with, 

I pre- 
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verbs of Solomon; namely, an Under/tand- 
ing in temporal, and a Religion in ſpiritual 
Afairs : And from this double Notion of 
the Word, I advanc'd theſe two Propoſi- 
tions for the Subject of my laſt Diſ- 
W N J +þ 


g Firſt, Tu ar the keeping of good Com- 


pany is a due and proper Means for the 


Improvement of us in the Knowledge of 


our ſecular Affairs. 

*_ Secondly, THAT the ſame pious Courſe 
of Conyerſation is as regular an Expe- 
dient for our Information in the Principles, 
and our Conduct in the Practice of Reli- 
gion. þ Wa, 


_ Having already finiſh'd theſe two Pro- 
poſitions, and confirm'd my Obſervations 
from the Arguments and Aſſertions of Pa- 
gan as well as Inſpired Writers; I proceed 
now in the next Place, according to So- 
lomon's Way of arguing in the Proverbs, 


to a farther Illuſtration of the foregoing 


Vor, II. io Truths 
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J preſented you with the tu moſt ob- S ERNI. 


vious Acceptations of it from the Pro- IV. 
— NYg 
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1 S ERM. Truths and Virtues, by expoſing the oppo= 


IV. 
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ſite n and < ices. 


_ + 


Thirdy, Turn, I am to conſider the 


Diſadvantages and ill Conſequences which 


flow from bad Company : A Companion of | 

Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. | 
A Companion of Fools ſhall be de freed! 

A Fate, which is confirm'd by a diſmal 


Train of melancholly Conſequences! A 


Fate, which the anxious Father feels, and 
the prodrgal Son too late repents of! A Fate, 
which the Ruin of our ancient Families 
bears witneſs to, and their dilapidated 


HFouſes are frightful Monuments of! A 


Fate, which the viſible Decays of Chri- 
ſtianity laments, and untimely Deaths and 
"diſgraceful Executions are the laſting Re- 
proaches of! 

Bur this Head is too weighty and im- 
portant to be huddled over in general Re- 
marks; and a more particular Diſcuſſion 
of it may perhaps ſuit the Circumſtances 
of ſome, and prevent the Ruin of others : 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to lay before 


you the  Diladvanitages of bad Company, 
i BY 
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as they affect the Body, the Reputation, the Sx RA. 


Eftate, the Morals, and the Soul of Man. 
1ff, Teen, let us conſider the deſtru- 
ctive Influence of bad Company upon the 
Body: And here what a Train of Diſeaſes 
do we ſee brought in upon a tender Con- 
ſtitution? How are the young Bloſſoms 
nipp'd in the Bud, and the very Vitals 
waſh'd away by the Surfeits and Debau- 


ches of Company? Who hath Wo? Who bo m. 
hath Sorrow? Who bath Contentions?. Who 3 


hath Babbling ? Who hath Wounds without 
Cauſe? Who hath Redneſs of Eyes? They that 
tarry long at the Wine, they that go to ſeek 
mix'd Wine. Then look not thou upon the 
Wine when it is red, when it giveth his Cu- 
our in the Cup, when it moveth itſelf arigbt. 
Alt the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and fling- 
eth like an Adder. The Scars ate always 
freſh, and the Wounds feſtering: The Ve- 
nom 1s too viſible in the inflam'd Veins, 
and the bloated Countenances: The Sings 
of it remain by our Rakes and Heirs; and 
the Bitings are diſcernible in ſhatter'd 
Conſtitutions and untimely Deaths, For 
what is it that brings Trembling into the 
Hands, and Ro7fenneſs into the Bones? 

7" "IO What 
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Sal Whati is it convulſes the Head and Rocks 


_ — Toon 


the Heart? What is it fires the Blood and 


PE impairs the Memory? What but the Al- 


lurements of our looſe Companions, and 
the exceſſive Liberties of Converſation? It 


is this which amuſes the Voung, and per- 


verts the Old; which intraps the Unwary, 


and impoſes upon the Ignorant; which 


enfeebles the Mighty, and debauches the 
Innocent: For it bath caſt down many 
wounded, and many ſtrong. Men have been 
ain by it: It has been as deſtructive as 
Armies, and rampant as the Peſtilenoe; as 
[noiſy as Waters, and as boiſterous as 
Winds. NOT? 
One Vice in particular, which is very 
rampant in our Age, and very pernicious 
to the Conſtitution, is what Salomon a- 
ſcribes to bad Company, and calls in all 
the Aſſiſtances of Wiſdom for the Preven- 


_— "i. tion of, leſt his young Man, void of Under- 


 flanding, ſhould be forc'd by the Flattery of 
the Lips, and caught by the fair Speeches 
of a ftrange Woman. Her very Preſence, 
it ſeems, is infectious, her Garb, her Voice, 
her Looks, are all of them enſnaring and 


Ver, 23. deſtructive. Her Houſe is the Way to Hell, 


leading 
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leading down. to the. Chambers of Death:SER A. 
Whoſoever engages in her Company, tales IV. 


Fire into his Boſom, and courts his own. 


Deſtruction, going as an Ox to. the Slaugh-,. Ver. 22, 


ter, and as a Fool to, the Correction of. cle 
Stocks : Till a Dart ftrike through his Liver, 
as.a Bird haſteth to the Snare, and knoweth . 
not that it is for his Liſe.—— 

2dy, ANOTHER Diſadyantage of bad 
Company, is the ill Influence it has e 
a Man's Reputation. 

W are generally curious in 1 : 
our Character, and full of [Reſentment 
when the leaſt Slur is caſt upon it; But 
inſtead of being angry with cthers, I think 
it would be more Prudence to reflect upon 


ourſelves; and to conſider whether our NY 


own Behaviour has not gone farther to- 
wards the Ruin of our goad Name than 
their Malice or Slander could do. For all 
Calumnies will ceaſe in time, if we don't 
give Encouragement to their Continuance 
by our own vicious Actions, and prove 
them true by the Irregularity of our own 
Practice : But when we make it our Choice 


to walk in the Counſel of the Ungodly, and Fl. i 1. 


F 3 chuſe 


aint. ddd tes; a. Os Me 
: 


70 
SE RM. chuſe our Seat in the Tabernacle of the 
TV. Scornful, and take Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
in the riotous Cabals of debauch'd Men; 
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we do but open the Mouths of our Ad- 
verfaries, arm them with violent Preju- 


- dices againſt us, and ſupply their Ill- nature 


with Matter to calumniate and aſperſe us. 


By our Familiarity with wicked Men, we 


betray an Affection to their Tenets and 
Principles, and adopt their Vices for our 


own; and ſo become anſwerable for their 


Faults and Miſcarriages, and muft ſtand 
or fall by their Characters. If they are 
Heretics, they can never be fam'd for Or- 
thadoxy : If they are Juke-warm, we ſhall 


paſs but for indifferent Zealots : If they 


are Holaters, we muſt be rank'd in the 
ſame Clan; If they are Profane and A- 
theiſtical, we muſt at leaſt be deem'd 
Well-wiſhers to Vice, and Retainers and 


Abettors of Infidelity, 


Trex abſtain from all Appearance of 
Evil; hate the very Garments ſpotted by the 
Fleſh; nor truſt your Virtue in the Neigh- 


Ecelus, vi. bourhood and Confines of Vice. Separate 


thyſelf from thine Enemies, and take heed of 


Ch.ix.14. thy Friends, As near as thou canft, gueſs at thy 


Neigh- 
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Neighbour, and conſult with the Miſe. 8 x R 1 
Treat your Reputation as you would your IV. 
Chaſtity: Keep it from all Suſpicion off. 


Temptation; from the ſmalleſt Air or 
Breath of Debauchery, leſt the Infection 
ſhould infinuate and the Poiſon ſpread it- 
ſelf, till your good Deeds be over-whelm'd 
with Infamy, and Honour falls a Sacrifice 
to the Looſeneſs of your Companions, 

 34y, From the Loſs of Reputation, 
let us proceed to the Ruin of our For- 
tunes; For Honour and Eftate generally 
fall together; and a Set of debauch'd Com- 
panions will as ſoon eat out the Bowels of 
our Subſtance, as propagate the Diſgrace of 
our Perſons. 

NEexrT to the Bleſſing of God, and his 
Promiſes to the Faithful, the Tendency 
of natural Cauſes will aſſure us, that Di- 
ligence and Induſtry, Care Ju Labour, 
are the moſt proper Means of acquiring 
Wealth : But how diametrically oppolite 
is bad Company to all theſe thriving and 
flouriſhing Virtues? What a Miſ-ſpending * 
of Time is it attended with? What a Slip- 
ping of Opportunities? What a Neglect 

F 4. of 
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SERM. of Application ? What a Contempt of Bu- 
IV.  fineſs? It is the Hand of the Diligent, in 
F the Wiſe Man's Expreſſion, which maketh 
rich: And feeft thou a Man diligent, be 
ſhall fand before Kings, he ſhall not ſtand 


before mean Perſons. But what Claim has 


he to Diligence, who abuſes his Talents 
and miſ ſpends his Time with looſe and idle 
Companions? What Plea has he to the 


royal Favour, who is never better pleas'd 


than when he is with the Refuſe and Scum / 
of the People, and that too in the meaneſt 
and moſt ſcandalous of Places, as well as 


in the moſt inferior and ſordid of Offices? 


Certainly ſuch Company, inſtead of in- 


troducing a Man to a Court, will throw 


. him upon a Dungbill, and cloath him with 


* Rags ſooner than Purple, Profuſeneſs and 


Prodigality are the natural Conſequences 


of Idleneſs and Vanity; and whoever 


links himſelf with looſe and debauch'd 


Perſons, makes a fair Step to Ruin and 


Prov.xxiv. Beggary. I went by the Field of the Sloth- 
30, 31. ful, and by the Vineyard of the Man void 


of” Underſtanding : And it was all grown 
over. with Therns, and Nettles, had covered 
| the Face thereof, and the Stone-wall thereof 


Was 


8 
9 8 
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dus broken down. Lazineſs had prevented 8 E RN. 
Repairs, and the frequenting of Company IV. 
introduc'd a Deſolation. The Theatre and a . 
the Stews had engroſs'd that Time, which 
might either have ſecur'd and augmented 
our old Patrimony, or rais'd a new. one by 
our Wiſdom and. Application, Hence 
Poverty cometh upon us as one that travel. Prov. viv. 
eth, and Want as an armed Man. The** 
tending of Swine, and the feeding with 
the ſame Brutes, is the Effect of our Pro- 
digality ; Fetters and Impriſonment are 
the Portion of our declining Age: An ig- 
nominious Death, and a diſgraceful Fu- 
neral, may conclude the Tragedy. 
4thly, Taxis Profuſion of Wealth and 
Forfeiture of Reputation do not only 
affect the Body, but the Mind alſo; and 
are generally attended with the Corrup- 
tion of Manners, as well as the Miſeries 
of Want and Poverty. Prodigality and 
Impiety go Hand in Hand; and the ſame 
pernicious Company, which waſteth the 
Subſtance in riotous Living, debauches the 


Conſcience, and corrupts the Morals by 
lewd Examples. 


IEE 
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SERM. T BELIEVE that many a Perſon might 
IV. have fecur'd his native Innocence, and 
VV preſery'd his Integrity unſhaken and in- 
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violable, had he not been ſeduc'd by the 


Example, and born down by the prevail- 
ing Cuſtoms of debauch'd Men. Some 


People ſeem to have the Seeds of Virtue 
ſo plentifully ſown in them; and ſuch an 
innate Sweetneſs of Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition to Goodneſs, that one could not 
ſappoſe them eaſily wrought upon to em- 
brace Vice, if Cuſtom did not ſtifle Na- 
ture, and Solicitations of Company deface 
the Impreſſions of a virtuous Education. 
In this Caſe too, it is remarkable with 


what Craft and Policy the Corrupters of 


Manners begin their ungodly Work, and 
play their Engines upon the raw and un- 
guarded Part of Mankind. Youth is the 
Age which is generally attack d: Youth, 
the Age indeed, when the Blood is hot, 
and the Paſſions. run high; when the 
Judgment is unſettled, and the Reaſon is 


immature: And it is no Wonder, that 


more Converts to Impiety ſhould be made 
at this giddy Seaſon, than when Expe- 
rience has fenc'd us againſt Danger, and 


\ grey 


} 
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grey Hairs have ripen'd us into Habits of 8 B RM. 
Goodneſs, How thick are Sharpers upon IV. 
a young Heir? How buſy are Rakes N 
the poiſoning of Innocence? How ſubtil 
are Impoſtors for the defeating of Truth? _ 
'The Prey is purſyed with unwearied Ap- 

* plication; the Infection ſpread with the 
moſt artful Diligence; and the Net laid 
with the utmoſt inſinuating Craft and 
e 

WELL therefore might holy David, in the 
very Entrance of his Book of P/alms, pro- 
nounce a Bleſſing upon that Man who hath pl. i. x; 
not walked in the Counſel of the Ungodly, nor 
flood in the Way of Sinners, nor ſat in 
the Seat of the Scornful. Such a Neigh- 
| bpurhood muſt be very unſafe, and ſuch 
a Familiarity very fatal; Such an In- 
dulgence muſt be inconſiſtent with his 
own Character: Such Company is un- 
worthy of that Man after God's own Heart, 1 Kings 
who turned not afide from any thing that was 
commanded him all the Days of his Life, 
ſave only in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite. 
Accordingly, we find his Reſolutions well- 
form'd, and his Conduct guarded with the 
greateſt Care and Circumſpection, in re- 
lation 
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| SMR. lation to his Companions. I have not ſat 
IV. with vain Perſons, neither will I go with 


F Diſſemblers : I have: hated the Congregation. 
'- of evil Dvers, and will not fit with, the 


8 cxxxix. Micled. Do not ¶ hate them, O Lord, that, 
21 22. ate thee? And am not 1 grieved with thoſe» 


that riſe up againſt thee? And indeed ſuch: 
Perſons were the, juſt Objects of his Aver-. 
ſion, and the very Peſts of Society, who 
affronted his God, and endeavour'd to lay 
waſte his Conſcience, and rob him of his 
Principles. And it were much to be. 
. wiſh'd, that the ſame pious Reſentment 
did always actuate the Profeſſors of Reli- 
gion, when the decent Rules of Conver- 
ſation are tranſgreſs d, and Things ſacred 
and venerable are treated with Scorn-and 
Buffoonery. No body knows what Fa- 
miliarity may produce, and how ſoon too 
much Intimacy may ſhock the ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions. | Solomon was apprehenſive of 
theſe dangerous Conſequences, when he 
put on Fall the Authority of a Father, and 
exerted all the Perſuaſion. of an Orator, 
to prevent the Ruin of the Perſon whom 
he tiled his Son, and caution him againſt 
the Example, the Manners, and Entice- 
ments 
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ments of Seducers. Enter not into the SRERM. 
Path of the Wicked, and go not in the Way — 
of evil Men. Avoid it, paſs not by it, turn Nod. N. 


Prov. 
Hum it, and paſs away : For they ſieep not g. hh 
except they have done Miſchief ; and their © 
Sleep is taken away unleſs they cauſe ſome 
to fall. For they eat the Bread of Wicked- 
meſs, and drink the Mine f Violence. 
Vece the ſame. charitable View, and 
for the Prevention of the like Evils, God 
himſelf was pleas'd, before he gave the 
Children of Iſrael Poſſeſſion of the promis d 
Land, very ſtrictly to inhibit them from 
all Manner of Communication and Inter- 
courſe with their neighbouring Nations. 
Tou ſhalt (ſays he) mate no Covenant with Exod. 


them, nor with their Gods. They ſhall 10 3 32s 


dwell in thy Land, left they make thee 
agatnft me. Neither ſhalt thou make Mir Deut. vil. 
riages with them: Thy Daughter ſhalt thou * 


not give to his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt 
thou. take unto thy Sor : For they will turn 
away thy Son from following me, that they 
may ſerve other Gods. 

— InoLaTRY, it ſeems, was the predo- 


minant Vice of the Few/b Nation, and 
the Way to cheriſh and promote it was 


by 


* 


SNN. by a Familiarity and Alliance with Pagans. 
IV. For who can expect to hear or receive any 
VY'Y Good, in 0 Society of thoſe who are 
| Inventors or Spreaders of Evil? Shall Mo- 


CY 


Of good and bad Capi,” 


deſty proceed from Impudence, or Cha- 
ſtity from the Stews ? Shall Temperance 


flow from a Debauch, or Sobriety from a 


Tavern? Shall the Reverence of an Oath 


be: learn'd from a-cuſtomary and profli- 
gate Swearer; or the Being of a God, and 
the Principles of Religion, from an Atheiſt 


or an Infidel? This were to bring Light 


From Darkneſs, or to gather Grapes from 


Thorns, or | Figs from Thiſtles. But we 
mult not expect to work Impoſſibilities at 


ſuch an eaſy Rate; nor think that there 


can be ſuch a Harmony between Righteouſ- 
neſs and Unrighteouſneſs, ſuch a Corre- 


ſpondence between Cbriſt and Belial, that 


the Service of God can be carried on by 
a Converſation with the Devil. 

Alas! alas! the Looſeneſs and Corruption 
of our own Times; the Language of our 
Streets, and the Traffick of our Markets, 
are too viſible Proofs of the deplorable Ef- 


fects which ill Company has upon the 


Principles and Actions of Men, A Set 


rupt a Nation, and 'give ſuch a 
to Impiety, that not ter righteous 
ſhall be found for the Preſervation of a 
Sodom. For Men generally encourage one 
another in the "Commiſſion of Evil: A 
Multitude ſeems to attract and indemnify, 
and Numbers give Life and Spirit to a 
bad Cauſe; till at laſt, the Defection be- 
comes univerſal, and cunning Perſuaſions 
and vile Examples have ſuch a powerful 
Influence, that 40 go out of the Way, and 
become abominable, and there i 10 e lur doth 
good, uo not one. 

thy, Tux laſt and moſt cxiſenible Effect 
of bad Company is the Loſs of the Soul: A 
Loſs ſo great, that the Gain of the whole World 
cannot compenſate for it; much leſs can 
the frothy Delights of a filthy Converſa- 
tion, and the Surfeits and Exceſſes of ſen- 
ſual Pleaſure, We have already ſeen the 
Soul vitiated by bad Company, and 
deſpoil'd of all thoſe Principles which are 
eſſential to her Happineſs : Now the Con- 
ſequence of Indulgence, Continuance and 
Perſeverance i in theſe Debauches, muſt be 


eternal 
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8 RM. eternal Deſtruction. Repentance comes too 
IV. late after ſuch inveterate Habits of Sin- 
CVS ing; and Grace ceaſes to ftriue any lon- 
ger with the repeated Obſtinacy and Per- 
verſeneſs of a reprobate Mind. The Devil 
enters, and takes Poſſeſſion; guards againſt 
the Returns of Virtue, and fills the di- 
ſtracted Mind 0 Ae * 225 
A ö 

Loxp! What 5 Oaterien * we 
hear from our gots and Rakes towards 
the Cloſe of Life! What bitter Complaints 
of miſ-ſpending Time, and neglecting Op- 
portunities! What doleful Exclamations 
againſt the Ways of the World, and the 


Artifices of Seducers! Bad Company . "= 


the general Plea of Malefactors, the dying 
Speech at an Execution, and the laſt 
Warning to ſurviving Spectators: It is 
the Anguiſh and Torment of a Sick-bed, 
and the Lamentation of an expiring Sin- 
ner; the Fore- runner of Judgment, and 
the Earneſt of Damnation, 
0 | 
O thou Lover of Souls, and Preſerver of 
Men, enable us ſo to number our Days 
and regulate our Lives, that we may 


apply 


/ 
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apply our Hearts to that Holy and Ser NM. 
Religious Viſdum, which will teach IV. 
us to avoid the Solicitations of ba VP 
Company in this World, and to en- 
joy the Society of Saints and * 
in another. Amep. 


* O God, who buf us to be ſet in the 
midſt of ſo many and great Dangers, that 
by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Nature we 
cannot always ſtand upright ; grant us ſuch 
Strength and Protection, as may ſupport us 
in all Dangers, and carry us through all 
Temptations, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


Collect for the fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 
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Of Good and Bad Com- 
| pany. 


Prov. XIII. 20. 


He that walketh with wiſe Men, 
ſhall be wiſe : But a Companion 
of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


S Men are plac'd in a State of S ERM. 
Trial and Probation in this V. 
World, and ſurrounded with 
Difficulties and Hardſhips in their Pro- 

greſs through a barren and diſaſtrous Wil. 
derneſs; ſo it is highly incumbent upon 

them to maintain their Poſt with Reſo- 
lution and Bravery, and through the va- 

rious Scenes of an adverſe as well as a pro. 
perous Fortune, to fight the good Fight of 

Faith with the Patience and Courage of 

G 2 _ Chriſtian 
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SE RM, Chriſtian Heroes. He that thinketh he fland- 
V. eth, "ſhould take heed leſt he fall; keeping 
CV Adverſary always in his Thoughts, and 
his Danger in his Eye; ſo that neither 
Surprize or Inadvertency may overbear 
him in his Duty, nor Flattery or Temp- 
tation inveigle him into Sin. | 

True World is one of the Enemies 
which we renounce in our Baptiſm; an 
Enemy; which, in ſome Shape or other, 
1s perpetually attacking us; and either by 
open Violence, or ſecret Propoſals and 
Enticements, drawing us from our Duty, 
and making us Proſelytes to Sin. 

1 Or this Enemy we ſhould be perpe- 
- = tually aware, and neither by Fondneſs or 
Avarice, by Luſt or Ambition, expoſe 
our Virtue to its Snares, or ſubje& our 

— Peerſons to its Captivity and Thraldom. 
Taz Powers of Darkneſs are very active 
as well as ſubtil, and ſlip no Opportunities 
of [ſpreading their Nets, or employing 
their Emiſſaries in hopes of a Prey. Com- 
pany is always the alluring Bait; and the 
Left Hand is open to DeſtruQtion and Mi- 
ſery, as well as the Riglt Hand to Learn- 
ing, Peace, and Security. 
' He 


WW. 


He that walketh with wiſe Men ſhall be S ER M. 


1 . 
21je: But a 3 of * call be de 


fed. 

Turns Words re 18 dveady the 
Subject of two Diſcourſes before this Au- 
dience; and the Proſecution of them was 
propoſed to be in the following Method. 


"Firſt, By a brief Explication of the ſeve. 


: ral Terms! in the Text, 


geen By mewing the Vie and ths 
provement which is to be made of 


good Company : He that walketh with 


.) 20ijſe Men, ſhall be iſe. 


Thirdly, By expofing the Diſadvantages 

and ill Conſequences which flow 
from bad Company: A Companion of 
Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. q 


Feurthh, By repreſenting the Neceſſity 
we are under at ſome Times, and up- 


on ſome Accounts, to 1 rz 4 


with, evil Men. 


G3 Fifthly, 


mY 
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Fifthly, By laying down ſome general 
Rules and Directions for the Choice 
of our Companions, both in Reſpect 
of their Number, their Parts, their 
5 3 and other ſociable OO 
Fenn 1 


Tux three former of theſe Heads 3 
been already diſpatch d: And in Confor- 
mity to what has been deliver d, 'I ſhall 
now betake myſelf, in the - 


Fourth Place, to repreſent the Neceſſity 
we are under at ſome Times, and upon ſome 
Accounts, to * _ pany with evil 
Men. | 
THr1s Liberty under certain Cautions and 
Reſtrictians is neceſſarily to be granted, 
that the Terms of Morality may not be 
thought impracticable, nor reveal'd Re- 
ligion inconſiſtent with ſocial Virtues. 
As God made Man a rational Creature, 
and endued him with Powers to cultivate 
and ſubdue the World; ſo it is not to be 
doubted, but he has given him the Li- 
berty of extending Friendſhips, of form- 
ing Alliances, and ſettling a Correſpon- 
| dence, 
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1 without infringing upon the Law SRNM. 

of Nature, or committing Barbarity Ro V. 

his fellow Creatures. 9 
In the preſent Caſe, therefore, of Jeeps 

ing Company, or maintaining Society with 

others, that we may, not put ourſelves 

under any Reftraints, which' Nature or 

Religion haye not impos'd upon us, we 

ſhould conſider ourſelyes in this fivefald 

Capacity. 


1. As Subje&s to our common Sovereign. 

2. As a People engag'd in Traffic and 
G 

3. As Neigbbours, by the situation and 
Allotment of our temporal Affairs. 8 
4. As Relations by Blood and Alliance. 

5. As Profeſſors of the common Faith 
and Religion of Chriſt. 


Ix all theſe Reſpects, there ariſe ſeveral 
reciprocal Duties, which we are oblig'd to 
perform by mingling and communicating 
with others, in thoſe ſeveral Stations and 
Capacities, in which God Has plac'd us here 
upon Earth: Which ſeveral reſpective Du- 
ties, I ſay, we are oblig d to perform in 

| Be. our 


h Of god nnd bad": Compary.) | 
SRM. bur ſbcial Capacity, ſo that theſe reſpeAive? 
Vi Performances do not annoy out Conſcien- 


ces, or affect our Chtiſtianity either "oy 
Principie or —— 0 Thong ,,, 


tiv * 1300 Sul, . * 


9 1 A8 ga hie, to our boden Sobre 


p6ight; we ſhiall nnd ourſelves under fuch 


Obligations and Engagements as we are 


no Ways tied down to in our e e Ca- 
pacities, 7 

Wren the laveflu Comtmanidy of 's our 
Superiors: interfere, we may poſſibly be 
link'd with ſuch Variety of Tempers in 
the Courſe of our Obedience, as we ſhould 
not otherwiſe have made the / Subject of 
our Choice in our own/ fudgments. What 
was in itſelf 3nd;fferent, or to ſome Pur- 
poles dangerous and inexpedient, by the San- 
ction of Authority becomes binding and 
neceſſary. 

Is theſe Caſes we are to conſider our 
Power of Acting by Natural Right or 
Groil Conftitutton ; and that the Juſtice and 
Duty of our Stations, more than the moral 
Qualifications of our Fellow Agents, come 
pnder our Regard and Inſpection. 


OBE - 
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OBtDrence to Government is a neceſ- vos RM. 


ſary and Fundamental Duty of Chriſti- 


anity: But the Perſons to execute this © 
Divine Truſt are ſeldom in the Nomina- 
tion or Election of the Perſon obeying. 

A Man, therefore, who is under the 
Power and Command of a Superior, muſt 


conſider the Things that are neceflary to 


be done, more than the ſcrupulous Nicety 


and formal Circumſtances of the Imipoſer : 


And if the Good of the Public be preſerv'd, 


and the Rights of the Subjects maintain'd, 


the Moral Qualifications of Miniſters or 
ſubordinate Agents may not be in our 
Power to rectify or reform. Neceſſary 


Duties and poſitive Commands muſt be 


obeyed: But the Perſons | commanding, 
or jointly executing theſe Commands, 
may be independent of us, and the Will 
of our Sovereign abſolutely indiſputable, 
where no ſuperior Power interpoſes, or 
lays Claim to our Obedience. 

Tn is Principle has laid the F oundation 
of all Contracts and Alljances; and has not 
only been the Baſis of Civil Society and 
Domeſtic Happineſs, but the only Means 
of rivetting a * with foreign 

States, 
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SAM. States, for the Security and Preſervation 
V. of ourſelves and our Country. 
WYY Abraham contracted an Alliance with 


the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
deliver d Lot and his Family from the 
Tyranny and Captivity of Uſurpers. 

Foſeph was firſt Miniſter to Phargoh, 
and ſerv'd the Crown by purchaſing the 
Property of the Subjefs, | 

Solomon enrich'd Paleſtine by mes 

with Huram King of Tyre; and made 
Cedar in Feruſalem. as Sycomore, and Silver 
as Stones. 
Daniel was advanc'd by Derizs over all 
the Prefidents of the Perfan Empire, and 
his three. Friends, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego, had the moſt honourable ** 
in the Province of Balylbn. 

From theſe and many like Inſtances in 
Sacred Hiſtory, we find how Civil Affairs 
have been manag'd by Men of Religious 
* Principles; and that a Converſation with 

Pagans and Idolaters has not been thought 
. unlawful, where Religion has not truckled 
to Intereſt, nor any Clogs been laid por 
Conſcience, nor any Teſts and Securities re- 

quir'd 
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quird inconſiſtent with Faith, or Duty to 8E RN. 
God. * 
Bur when any unlawful Impoſitions 
were enacted, or any Inroads made upon 
Conſcience, then the Language was, 
Whether it be fit to obey Men rather than agg in; 
God, judge je: Then Daniel to the Lion's *% 
Den, and the Three Children to the Fiery 
Furnace : Then the Conduct of the Mo- 
ther and her Seven Sons in the Second Book 
of Maccabees is worthy your Imitation, 
and the dying Words of Old Eleazar may 
be the Support of thoſe who ſuffer for a 
juſt Cauſe and a good Conſcience, I Mac. vi. 
 becometh not our Age in any wiſe to diſſemöle, 28. = 
whereby many young Perſons might think, 28. 

that Eleazar, being four ſcore years old and ten, 
were now gone to a ſtrange Religion: And 
fo they through mine Hypocriſy and Dejife to 
live a little Time, and à Moment longer, 
. ſhould be deceived by me, and I get a Stain to 

mine old Age, and make it abominable. For © 
though for the preſent Time IT ſhould be de- 
tivered from the Puniſhment of Men, yet 
ſhould 1 not eſcape the Hand of the Almighty, 
neither alive, nor dead. Wherefore now 
manfully changing this Life, I will ſhew 
nk myſelf 


3 
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Sz RM. myſelf ſuch an one as mine Age requireth,) 
V. and leave a notable Example to ſuch as be 
png, 10 die "willingly and 3 
the honorable and holy Laos. 
2. Ak IN to theſt National. Allances 
1 „ che Society by Commerce and Traffic. 
with different Countries, which is ſo far 
to be authoriz d and indemnified, as it re- 
quites no particular Teſts or Certificates of 
Religion, nor Symbolizing or Compliances 
in Matters of Worſhip and Conſcience. 
A NOTABLE. Inſtance of this we have 
in our Saviour's Deportment towards the 
Jobu by Moman of Samaria: For notwithſtanding 
the Religious Differences, which were 
then on ſoot between the Jews and Sa- 
maritans, and the Errors of the latter in . 
oppoling the Caves , Dan and Bethel to 
| the Altar at Feruſalem ; (which made the 
Breach ſo wide, and the Parties ſo ſtrong, 
that the Fews had no Dealings with the 
Samarilans:) notwithſtanding, I ſay, theſe 
Religious Differences between Schi/matics 
and Cenformifts, our Saviour convers'd 
freely with this Woman, who was a Sinner, 
and led her into the ſeveral Myſteries of 
his Kingdom, and gave her the ſafeſt In- 
| ſtructions 


4 | 
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ſtructions for me Condo: and * 
ing he hath — 10 us an Ex- ns 
ample of Moderation and Temper in our 
Treatment of Perſons of different Senti- 
ments from ourſelves, - and of adapting 
our Converſation for the Inſtruction of the 
Ignorant, and ſuiting our Deportment for 
the Influencing and Converſion of Sinners, 
3. Our Situation as Neighbours, and the 
Blending and Intermixing of our Worlaly 
Affairs, may engage us in ſome Intercourſes 
and Tranſactions with immoral Men: 
But as ſuch Affairs are of a Civil Nature, 
ſo the Diſpoſal and Management of them 

muſt be with Caution and Prudence. 

- Nothing muſt interfere which is foreign 
to the Subject; nothing engag'd in which 
may alienate or pervert our Affections. 
Evil Communications corrupt good Manners : 
The Neighbourhood is contagious, and 
the very Touch epidemical: Mixtures 
may corrupt, and Alliances vitiate our 
Principles as well as our Blood, 

Walk not therefore in the Way of Sinners, PC. i. 1. 

nor fit in the Seat of the Scornful. Let Prov. iv. 
" thine Eyes look right on, and let thine Eve. 75: 26. \. 
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lids look firaight before thee. Ponder the 
Path of thy Feet, and let all thy Ways be 
eftabliſhed. Turn not to the Right Hand, nor 
fo the Left : Remove thy Feet from Evil. 
Let not | Intereſt or Traffic pervert thy 
Principles, nor any Schemes for this 
World cancel the Obligations of Religious 
Duties, and forfeit thine Inheritance of 


Eternal Glory. 


4 A NEARER and more engaging Al- 
lance is that of Blood and Kindred, from 


which ſeveral Duties ariſe, which both 


God and Nature have bound upon us, and 
ſeveral Intercourſes and Familiarities are 
appendent, which might probably be a- 
voided by Diſtance and Remoteneſs of 
Perſons and Circumſtances, 

Bur even here ſuperior Duties have 
their due Influence and Awe: Our- Brg- 


ther may be lov'd, and our Neighbour che- 


riſh'd; but our God is not to be affronted, 
nor his Commands lighted. When our 
Morals are attack'd, our Church abus'd, 
and our Worſhip prohibited ; then Di- 


ſtance ſhould ſhew our Diſlike, For- 


bearance ſecure our Principles, and an op- 
polite Practice glorify our God. 
| ie Moſes 


Saab. 
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- Moſes is very large and poſitive in theſe Sx RM. : 
Cautions and Diſtinctions to. the Fewiſh V. 
Nation; and his Precepts are equally ob- "Y Y 


ligatory and uſeful to all Brethren, Neigh- 
bours, and Chriſtians. 


Take Heed to thyſelf, leſt thou make a Exod. 
Covenant with the Inhabitants of the Liand wg * 


ubitber thou goeſt, left it be for a Snare in * 
the midſt of thee : Leſt thou make a Cove- 
nant with the Inhabitants of the Land, and 
they go a Whoring after their Gods, and do 
Sacrifice unto their Gods, and one call thee, 
and thou eat of his Sacrifice; and thou take 
of their Daughters unto thy Sons, and their 
Daughters go a Whoring after their Gods, 
and make thy Sons go a Whoring after their 

Wnar Miſchiefs have ariſen from this 
Quarter; what Sacrifice of Principles, as 
well as Deſtruction of Fortunes, are to 
be dated from theſe ill-principled Matches ; 
the Fate of Kingdoms as well as of pri- 
vate Families, too loudly proclaim, and too 
miſerably demonſtrate, 

THe Piety of Rachael upon this "Res 
ment, and the Compliance of Jaac for 
the Settlement of his Son and Heir, are 


I | Snb- 


96 05 qual and ha Gates 
SNN. Subjects worthy the Imitation of all Pa- 
V. rents, and may prove laſting Bleſſings to 
Ry ſucceeding, Generations. I am weary. of 
xxvii. 46. n 40. (fays this indulgent Mother) 
becauſe of the Daughters of Heth: If 

+ Faceb take a Wife of the Daughters of Heth, 

«© ſuchastheſeavbich are of the Daughters of the 
| Lang, what good faall my Life do me? 
Upon this Remonſtrance of a pious Wife 
Jane called faceh and Weſſad him, and 
Chap. charged bim, and ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt 
ü. , 2, 1% take a Wi ife of the Daughters of Canaan. 
Ariſe, Go to Padan-aram, to the Houſe of 
Bethuel thy Mother's Father; and take thee 
a Wife from thence of the Daughters of 
Laban thy Mother's Brother, The Bleſſing 
of Heaven will, in all Probability, attend 
ſuch a Righteous Alliance; thy own 
Virtues be ſecur'd by the Worſhippers of 
the true God; and the Infection af Ido- 
latry prevented by the Example of the 

Family thou art to be ingrafted into. 

F. In relation to the Choice of our 
Companions, let us conſider ourſelves in 
a religious Reſpe&, as Poſſeſſors of the 
common Faith of Chriſt; and we ſhall 


find ourſelves bound to ſeveral external 
Acts 


| ** 


» 


Of good and bad Company. 97 
Acts of Communion, without having 2 
ways a particular Knowledge and Inſight. 
into the Hearts and Principles of our Fel- LY 
low Communicants, | 

11 HE Church, we know, as to its out- 
ward Appearance, may be a promiſcuous 
Company of Believers; the Tares and the 
Wheat may grow together, and no juſt 
Separation be made till the laſt and . 
tinguiſhing Harveſt, 

As ſecret Things belong to the Lord our 
God, and the Hearts of Men are more 
particularly under the Divine Inſpection; 

ſ we muſt not pretend to be Cenſors 

ere our Knowledge does not reach, 
nor out of a ſuſpicious and uncharitable 
Temper. to condemn . thoſe whom God 
has reſerv'd to his own. Judicature, The 
outward Act may be Grounds for Com- 
munion, and a Profeſſion of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt the general Qualification for 
Church-memberſhip : But the ſeveral in- 
ternal Diſpoſitions muſt be left to the 
Searcher of Hearts; and the Convictions 
of Conſcience be rewarded or puniſh'd by 


the Judge of our Thoughts as well as of our 
Actions, 


1 FROM 


— 
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S ERM. From'theſe Inſtances, wherein we are 


liable to be ſeduc'd and miſled by Com- 
pany, and the ſeveral Circumſtances of 
Life which may ſubje& Men to the In- 
ſinuations and Artifices of Deceivers; ; I 
ſhall proceed in the | 
5th PLACE, to lay down ſome "OM 
Rules and Directions for the Choice of our 
Companions, both in Reſpect of their Num- 
ber, their Parts, their Honeſty, and other 
ori able Qualifications. = 
FRIENDSHIP may poſſibly be more 
commodioug and uſeful for its Largeneſs and 
Extenſion, hut Gmpany will bear ſome 
Confinement, and is more fafe and advan- 
tageous for Curtailings and Reſtraints; inr 
aſmuch as a Multitude may diſtract our 
Thoughts, ' prejudice our Health, impair 
our Fortunes, miſ-ſpend our TIE and 
betray our Secrets. | 
IT is requiſite, therefore, to our own 
private Happineſs, as well as the general 
Good of more public Societies, that Cau- 
tion ſhould be us'd in the Choice of our 
Companions: For as the Truſt is great, 
which we depoſit in the Breaſt of others, 
ſo the Want of Faithfulneſs and Sincerity 
Wc El in 
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in our Confidents may expoſe us to Diſ- S ERM. 
grace, and load us with irreparable Da- 3 
mages. A. fa fe Companion (ſays the great cut 
Son of Sirach in his judicious Remarks 5, 16. 
upon this Head) ſpeaketh faveetly with his 
Lips, but in his Heart be imagineth how to 
throw thee into'a Pit: For à while he will 
abide with thee ; but if thou begin to fall, he 
will not tarry. I thou be for his Profit, he Ch. 7 2 
will uſe thee ; but if thou have nothing, he # 5+ © 
will forſake thee. If thou have any thing, 
he will live with thee ; yea, he will make thee 
bare, and will not be forry for it. Tf be 
have need of thee, he will decerve thee, and 
ſmile upon thee, and put thee in Hope. | When 
thou art preſent be will ſpeak | ſmoothly, cas xvii, 
and will admire thy Words: But at the left * 
he will 4orithe bis Mouth, and flander thy 
| Sayings.” He will ſhake his Head, and clap 2 x. 
his Hands, and whiſper much," and change. 6. 
his Guntenance. 

Wurar: Artifice'is here diſplay d in en- 
tring into the Secrets of the Open and Un- 
guarded? What Triumphs in the Ruin of 
an eaſy and thoughtleſs Neighbour? And 
ſnhould not Prudence interpoſe, and ſuffi- 
cient Care be uſed for the Prevention of 


1 ſuch 


| 
| 
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8E RM. ſuch an Evil? Should not Men's Words 
V. be ponder'd, their Forwardneſs queſtion'd, 
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# 


ei Officiouſneſs ſuſpected, and their 


Flattery contemn'd ; for fear of falling 


into the Hands of Knaves and Traitors, 
and ſacrificing both our Lives and For- 
tunes by Indiſcretion and Credulity? - 
 FarTuFuLNEss and Honeſty are the 
float Guards againſt Deception and 


| Perfidiouſneſs; and when Prudence ſhall 


direct us to Men of true Honour and 


Principles, the Society here below is built 
upon the Converſation of Saints and An- 
gels above: Earth is brought to a Reſem- 
blance of Heaven; Men are bound toge- 


ſtdjber by the Ties and Ligaments of never- 


failing Love, and are only perfected and 


Hebr. xi-enlarged in their Friendſhips when. they 


© 3s. 


6 


come to the general Aſſembly and Church of 
the Firſt-born awhich are written in Heaven, 
and to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect 
in endleſs Glory and Happineſs, þ 

To which joyful and endearing Society 


God of his infinite Mercy bring us all, 


through the Merits and Satisfaction of 


Chriſt Feſus, our Mk and Rem. 


Amen. 


C levial 
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EE Clerical Charity : 


In Two SERMONS preach'd at 
Bridgewater in Somerſetſhire, at the Arch- 
deacon's Viſitation; and occaſion'd by a 
Subſcription enter'd into by the Clergy 
towards the Support and Maintenance 

of the Widows and Orphans of their 
* d Brethren. 


k 
* 


9 


2 KINGS IV. 1. 
Wow there cried a certain Woman + 


of the Wives of the Sons of the 
Prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, Thy 
Servant my Huſpand is dead, and 
thou knoweſs that thy Servant did 
fear the Lord: And the Creditor 
is come to take unto him my two 
Jons to be Bondmen. 


HIS Audience has been annuallySE RM. 


entertain'd with ſo many uſeful VI. 


© . . : 2 
l Diſcourſes concerning the Paſto- 


ral Office, and conſtantly oblig'd with ſuch 
| H 3 a Courſe 


TO2 


46 
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SE RM . a Courſe of learned Charges about Eccle- 
VI. ſiaſtical Affairs, that I think it ſuperfluous 
co add any Thing to the Labours of my 


Brethren, and Inſolence to intrench upon 
the Province of my Ordinary. > 
My Thoughts at preſent ſhall run in 
a different Channel, and turn upon a Sub- 
ject which of late Vears has been a ſuc- 
ceſsful Part of our Viſitational Meetings, 
and a Glory to the Charitable Living, as 
well as a ſeaſonable Support to the Net 
of thoſe that are Dead. 
To this End, I preſent you with the 


; Petition of a poor deſtitute Widow, whoſe 


Huſband's Virtues muſt raiſe your "Albi 
ration, and whoſe untimely Death excite 
your Pity: A Widow, whoſe mercileſs 
Creditors will as much- provoke your In- 
dignation, as her ſuffering Children ſoften 
your Bowels, and warm your Charity. 
Loox then, my venerable Brethren, up- 
on expiring Piety on the one Hand, and 
meagre Poverty on the other: See Plenty 
making her Retreat, and Slavery pros. 
claiming her Entrance: Conſider the Dig- 
nity of your holy Function, and prevent 
the * of it from tumbling into the 


Duſt: 


Clerical Charity.  . n0g 
\Daſt : Lend a propitious Ear to the Cries 8E RN. 
of the Widow, and the Tears of the Or- VI. 
phan; and let the ſpiritual Relation „ 
tween the Dead and the Living refreſh 
the indigent Remains of a deſerving Bro- 
ther. 
| Now there cried a certain Woman of the 
Wives of the Sons of the Prophets unto. 
Eliſha, ſaying, Thy Servant my Huſband is 
dead, and thou knoweſt that thy Servant did 
fear the Lord: And the Creditor is come to 
take unto him my two Sons to be Bondmen. 
My Deſign, you ſee, in the Choice of 
theſe Words, is to recommend that lau- 
dable Scheme of Charity, which our Bre- 
| thren of this Dioceſe have form'd to- 
| wards the Relief of the Families of de- N 
ceas'd Clergymen, 1 
AND that ] may proceed methodically 
upon this Subject, and plead (as I hope) 
the Cauſe of the Indigent with ſome Suc- 
|  _ ceſs, 1 ſhall | | 


I Fir, InTRoDUcE the Petitioner to you 
in all thoſe melancholy and deplora- 
ble Circumſtances which are ſpecified 
in the Text, (viz.) She was a Wi- 

＋ 4 dow, 
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SER M. dow; the Remainder of an honeſt Man, 


VI. and the preſent Prey to her Huſ- 
— band's Gd, 


Secondly, I $HALL confder the Perſon, 
to whom this Wide makes her Ap- 
plication for Redreſs; eur the Pro- 
bet. 


7 hirdly, SET forth the 88 of 
that Charity, which, according to the 
Example of Eliſba, provides for the 
Widows and Children of deceas d Clergy- 
men. "hy 


Firſt, THEN, Tam to introduce the Pe- 
titioner to you in all thoſe melancholy and 
deplorable Circumſtances which are ſpe- 
cified in the Text. 

Ay here the - fve following Things are 
in a more eſpecial Manner remarkable ; 
becauſe they may, with equal Force, be 
applied to the unhappy Families of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood, as well as thoſe of the 
Jug Prophets. 


1. THE Diſtreſs of the Petitioner 
2. HER Widnwbood, 
3. TyE 
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3. Taz Order of her Huſband. SERM. 

4. His Piety. 6 VI. 

5. Taz Calamity of her fatherleſs Chil. Y 
dren, 


"THe My Brethren, I would intreat 
you to conſider the Diſtreſs of the Peti- 
tioner : A Circumſtance which muſt have 
a very powerful Influence upon the lead- 
ing Principles of Humanity, and leave 
the deepeſt Impreſſions upon ſober and in- 
genuous Minds. As Self-Preſervation is 
ingrafted into human Nature, and the 
Love of ourſelves is the Standard of our 
Beneficence to our Neighbour; ſo our A- 
verſion to Miſery takes in the Caſe of our 
Brethren, and the Relief of the Diſtreſſed 

becomes a Charity to ourſelves. 
SYMPATHY and Compaſſion would 
have no Place in human Nature, were it 
not for the Objects of Miſery, the Preva- 
lence of Poverty, the Exerciſe of Mercy, 
and the Obligations of Chriſtian Love and 
Charity, Without theſe Motives and In- 
citements to the Performance of our Du- 
ty, Religion would be no better than Pa- 
ganiſm; the brighteſt Scenes of Heroig 
Virtue 
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SERM; Virtue muſt be darken'd, and the moſt 
VI. diſtinguiſhing Lines of Humanity thrown 
nt Shades. For Hardneſs of Heart is a 
Diſgrace to Reaſon, and a Contradiction 
to Humanity: It metamorphoſes Men in- 
to Rocks and Stones, and throws them be- 
low the moſt abject Claſs of ſavage Be- 
—S@Vs.inter ſe convenit urſis. 


TurRx is ſome Order and Agreement, 
ſome Harmony and Civility, amongſt ir- 
rational Beings. The Preſervation of their 
© own Species is natural to Brutes, and the 
very Exerciſe of Cruelty ceafes among 
their own Kind; They ſeem to herd and 
link together for their mutual Security, 
and ſeize upon the Aggreſſor, when any 
of their own Body are attack'd and in- 
commodec. 
Jo what a low Ebb then muſt human 
Nature be reduced, and how muſt all its 
moral Principles be obſcured, when the 
Inſtincts of Brutes out-ſhine our Reaſon, 
and Arguments are drawn for Compaſſion 
from very Savages, and Man upbraided by 
the Tenderneſs and Generofity of the 
moſt brutiſh Part of the Creation. 
30111 Bur 


Clerical Charity. 
Bor if to the Dictates of Nature we 
add the Precepts of Religion, the Union 


between Man and Man is more obligato-* 


ry, Miſery has freſh Arguments for Re- 
lief, and entails no leſs Puniſhment than 
Damnation upon the Obdurate and Un- 
charitable.” 
Now in this Light, my Brethren, and 
under this engaging Diſpenſation of Love 
and Mercy, let us caſt a more particular 
Eye upon the Diſtreſſed, let us make their 
Miſeries and Calamities our own, and ex- 
tend the ſame Generoſity to them, whi 
we, in their Circumſtances, would glad] 
receive ourſelves. | 

UNDER the Chriſtian Covenant, Com- 


paſſion appears in her full Luſtre, and our 


very Enemies lay in their Claim to Love 
and Beneficence, 

Here the God of Mercy : and the Father 
of all Conſolation, is propoſed as a Pattern 
to our Imitation: That God, whoſe Sun 


ariſeth on the Evil and on the Good, and _ Ye 


whoſe Rain deſcendeth on the Fuſt and on 
the Unjuſt : That God, who himſelf is af- 
ficted in all our Afflictions; whoſe Heart 
phones for the Follies, and whoſe Bowels 

\ | axe 
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Ser Mare always yearning for the Miſeries of his 


VI. People. 
WV. Here the holy and immaculate Feſics, 


our triumphant Saviour and omnipotent 
Lord, demands your Obedience: Even 
that Saviour would warm your Breaſt, and 
blow up the Sparks of brotherly Love, 
Whoſe Life and Death was one continued 
Act of the moſt exalted Charity ; whoſe 
generous Blood has  ranſom'd the whole 
Rebe! World, and whoſe indulgent Pray- 
ers were offered up for his very Betrayers 
and Murderers. 
, Here the goodly Society of Patriarchs 
and Prophets, the noble Army of Martyrs 
and Confeſſors, read you perpetual Lectures 
of Charity, and ſoften your Bowels by 
the moſt generous Inſtances of their own 
Practice and Behaviour. 

Soc is the Force of Religion in gene- 
ral ; ſuch the Perſuaſives of Chriſtianity 
in particular! From theſe Inſtances of 
Love to our Enenues, we may eaſily collect 
our Duty to our Friends. From this 
boundleſs and unlimited Exerciſe of Cha- 
rity, and the Cloud of Witneſſes which are 
always diſpenſing it, the Arguments for 

| F the 
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the Diſtreſſed are reflected with a double 8 E RM. 
Force; and the particular Afflictions of VI. 
God's Saints and Servants are intitled to Y Y* 
more ſpeedy and ample Aſſiſtances. As Gal. vi. 
we haut Opportunity indeed, we are to do 
good unto all Men, but more eſpecially unto 
them who are of the Houſhold of Faith : Uni- 
verſal Charity extends her Bounty to our 
whole Species; but Chriſtian Love makes ; 

a Diſtinction in our good. Offices, and 
gives the Preference to the faithful and 
obedient Sons of the Goſpel, 


2. LET us conſider the J#7a&whood of | 
the Petitioner, another Circumſtance which 
might plead for Mercy, and lay a freſh 
Obligation upon the Rich to relieve her. 
-. Widows are truly ſenſible of the Weak- 
neſs of their Sex, and muſt be frequently 
expoſed to thoſe Dangers which a married 
State would protect them from. Their 
natural Weakneſs is more enfeebled by Sor- 
row, their Spirits are ſunk by the Great- 
neſs of their Loſs, and all Pretences to 
Courage and Reſolution damp'd by the 
frightful Scenes of approaching Miſery. 
The Days of Affliction take hold of their Job . 
Souls; Terrors are turned upon them, and 8. 8. 


T; 06 "lay 
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Sz & M. Troubles roll in Fke the wide Breaking 0 
VI. many Waters: Reproaches on the on 
hand, and Oppreſſion on the other; Ge- 
bal, and Ammon, and Amalech unite in the 
Confpiracy ; the Philiſtines, with them that 
duell at Tyre, take the Alarm 1 Plunder. 
and Devaſtation. _ 

Unpzx theſe Whats en 
ble Circumſtances, nothing is more com- 
mon in Scripture than for God himſelf to 
interpoſe in Defence of the Widow and Fa: 

therleſs : Nothing is more common, than 

for infinite Mercy to ſolicit the Cauſe, and 

protect the Perſons of the Diſtreſſed; than 

for an over-ruling Providence to act as a 

Parent or an Huſband, and procure 
Friends and confound the Enemies of his 
cebeſen Servants. 3G US 10 een 

AnD you, my Bursa of the Clergy, 
are the Subſtitutes and Agents of your 
great Maſter in this Labour of Love: You 
are the Advocates and Patrons of diſtreſs'd 
Widowhood ; the Perſons applied to in 
Dangers, and relied upon in Controver- 
fies: You by your Office are to perſuade, 

15 by your Example to encourage, by your 
Prayers to intercede, and with your Sub- 
e ſtance 


Clerical Chari ty. 1 
ſtance to relieve the Deſtitute and Af. 8 E RN. 
renn VI. 

Tu Proviſion for Widows is no N 
velty or Surprize to you, who have look d 
into the Practice of the Church, or con- 
ſider'd' St. Paul's Advice to Timothy upon 
this Head: Honour Widows that are Wis, Tim. v. 
dows indeed; the elder Women as Mothers, 2, 3. 
: the younger as Sifters, with all Purity. 

AND it is to be hoped too, that Widows 
on their Part will confider the Virtues ne- 
ceflary to be received into the Number of 
the Faithful, and endeavour to be quali- 
fied for the Contributions of the Church, 
and the Favour of their Brethren, They 
muſt be Widows indked, deſolate in their Cir- ver. g. 
cumſtances, ?ruſting in God, and continuing 
in Supplicati oms and Prayers Night and 
Day; well reported of for good Works; if ver. 10. 
they have brought up Children, if they have 
lodged Strangers, if they have waſhed the 
Saints Feet, if they have relieved the Af- 
flicted, if the Y have diligently followed every 
good Work. Such Actions 10 their 
Widowhood]; ſuch Charity to others claims 
a Relief to themſelves; ſuch Practices of 
doing Gred, in the Time of their Proſpe- 

rity, 


7 


112 Clerical. Charity. 
Ss xM;rity, ſhould, open the Hands and enlarge 


VI. the Hearts of their ſurviving Brethren in ; 
> YMYYtheir Adverſity. But, | 


3. A FARTHER Heightning of the 
5 preſent Miſery, was the Order of the Man 
to whom the Petitioner was a Widow: She. 
was a Woman of the Sons of the Prophets, a 
Reelict of the ſame Function with the Per- 
ſon to whom ſhe makes her Application, 
and upon the Score of this Relation dedi- 
cated to the Church, and the more em- 
bolden'd to petition, and in greater Ex- 
pectation of Succeſs: For here the Ho- 
nour of her God, and the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, ſtruck in with her Pretenſions, and 
 _.. pleaded ſtrongly for her Relief. The Con- 
currence of many melancholy Circum- 
| ſtances render'd her an uncommon Object 
of Charity: What related to her Huſ- 
band's Function muſt give her the Prefe- 
rence to other Widows, and in a particu- 
lar Manner endear her to the Brethren of 
the ſame Profeſſion. 
_ Hear. then the Cries of this deſolate 
Widow, and let her perſonate the Siſters 


of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and by the 
Like- 


Re. i" 88 La th — + ©. —— _ SE 
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Clerieit Clare, ra 


a Likeneſs of her Lee influences E RM. 
your Compaſſion," \ Cr Wl 
Tu RE Ghry of her gur is falls: and VV 
the Ark of . the. Lord is departed from ber, 
Her Stay and Support is taken away with 
a Stroke, and her Comforts and Honours 
laid in the Duſt. The Virulence of Tongues 
tears her Reputation, and the Exaction of 
Creditors. conſumes: her Subſtance,” Her 
Income is loſt, and her Friends are fled; 
het. Intereſt is buried with her Huſband, | 
and Poverty commences from the very 
Minute of his Interment. Nothing is pre- 
ſented to her Eyes but Debts. and Exe- 
cutions 3 nothing ſounds in her Ears but 
the Lamentation and bitter Mourning of a 
numerous Off- ſpring, weeping over the 
Remains of an indulgent Father, and de- 
ſtitute of that Maintenance which was ac- 
quired by the Sweat of his Studies, or ac- 
erued to them . hey ** of * 127 
fan: 1 lag 2 


Have Pity n me, : hols Pity dot me, 
ye more fortunate Rulers of Mrael: For 
the Lord hath covered the Daughter of Zion 
with a Cloud, and caſt down unto the Earth 
the: Beauty of Iſruel. Fur tbeſe Things I 

Vol. II. I wWEEP 3 3 


ard. LD» 


114 
SERM wech mine Ehe a. nine he, rumeth down = 
VI. with Water, becauſe the. Comforter that 
maul relieve iny Soul is far from me + My 
Children are deſolate, Mag the Enemy mw 
vaileth; . x 
Tr is your Friendſhip only chat I can 
i pak it is the Honour of your fa- 
cred Order that I appeal to, and the Prin- 
ciples of your ſacred Love which actuate 
and inflame my Petition. But 
4. Tur Piety of the deceaſed Prophet 
was a farther Argument for Charity to his 
Widow: 'Thou knoweft that thy Servant my 
Huſband did fear the Lord: Which Ex- 
preſſion is frequently made uſe of in Scrip- 
ture to denote the Whole of Religion, and 
applied to Ecclefiaſtical Perſons as a Cha- 
racteriſtic of their Faith, in Oppoſition to 
the falſe Vonſbip f Baal: So that the Pur- 
port of the Phraſe is, That the deceaſed 
Prophet was an Honeſt and an Orthodox 
Man ; noted for his Zeal, and eminent 
for his Piety ; who adorn'd his Profeſſion 
by the Integrity of his Life, and main- 
tain d the Divine Laws, and eſpouſed the 
Intereſt of the God of T/ael, notwithſtand- 
ing the dangerous Hereſies and Schiſms, 
| the 
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the prevailing Superſtitioris and IdolatriesSx 1 Me 
of the Age he lived in. 
Lr then the Aſhes of the Dead _ — 


ind the Memorial of his Righteouſneſs be im- 


mortal; not only embalming the Memory of 
the late Poſſeſſor, but ſpreading a grateful 
Odour, and tranſmitting a comfortable Re- 
freſhment to all his Poſterity. Virtue (lays a 1. 


the Author of the Book of W:/dom) is ye 
known with God and with Men ; our Exam- 


ple when preſent, and our Defire when it is 


gone + It weareth a Crown, and triumpheth 


for ever, having gotten the Victory, Au | 
far undefiled Rewards. 


- UnDgR the Protection of this Virtue, 
the Widow of the Man of God makes her- 
Supplication to you, cloathed with the 
Merits: of a Saint in Heaven, and recom- 
mended with all the Advantages which 
the perſonal Qualifications of her Huſband 
could intitle her to, And it is not to be 
doubted, but your own Zeal for the Faith 
deliper d to the Saints, your Intereſt in the 
Eſtabliſh'd Religion of your Country, your 
firm Attachment to the Graces of the Goſ- 
pel, and your Veneration for the Exam- 
ple of a devout Cergyman, will put a holy 


I 2 Biaſs. 
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SNN. Biaſs upon your Affections, and rivet your 


VI. Charity to Perſons of the ſame Church, 
Wund of the fame Oe. wich A e 


ſelves. 


5. Tux nee Condition wm 8 
Prophet's Family comes under our Conſi- 
deration às the laſt Motive to Charity: Th# 


© Creditor is come to take unto bim my two 
Sons to be Bondmet, The mercileſs Credi- 


lor enters upon the Premiſes, and (in-the 
Language of St. Matthew. upon the like 
Occaſion) commands his Wife and Children 


* to be ſold, and all that he had, and Payment 


to be made. The Prophet here labours un- 


der the ſame Diſaſters, which in future 


Ages have ſo frequently befallen the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel; and neither his Re- 
lation to God, the Income of his Office, 


nor his perſonal Piety could ſecure him 


from Poverty. However Executions might 
be reſpited, and the Creditors pacified in 
his Life- time; yet Vengeance breaks forth 
at his Death, the Seizure of his Gœods 
diſtracts the Widow, and Bondage and 
Slavery are the Portion of his Family. His 
Children miſſt be Slaves,” and his Wife a Wi- 
ws His Children muſt pay for the In- 
FRE ? diſ- 


Clerical Charity. 
diſcretion or Misfortunes of their Parents, 
and his Wife ſeek her Bread out of deſolate 
Places.. The proud Creditor. inſults the 
Diſaſters of a forlorn Off-ſpring, and the 
Covetous makes his Advantage in this ge- 


Stranger enter upon the Revenues, and eat 
the Labours of the Deceaſed. .. Nothing is 
remember'd but the Debts of an unhappy 
Clergyman ; nothing magnified but the 
Pride of his Life, and the Sumptnouſneſs 
of his Table. His Studies and Diſcourſes 
are forgotten, his-Charity and good Works 
are thrown into Oblivion. His Forbearance 


of the Laity procures few Friends to a 
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neral Wreck. The Extortioner may con- | 
fume that Little which is left, and a 


forlorn Family; his Remiſſnefs in his 


Dues extorts no Reſtitution from a clown- 
iſh and griping Neighbourhood. - 

Ta kk, therefore, the Cafe, my vene- 
rable Brethren, into your ferious Conſi- 
deration : . Maintain the Dignity of your 


own Order; remember the Hands which 


have been lifted up at the holy Altar; pi- 
ty the Remains of the unfortunate Ser- 
vants of the Lord; and ſecure God's 

010 13 _ Bleflings 
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Bleſſings to your own Families by your 
Chriſtian Benevolence to the Widows 


and Orphans of your e Brethren. 
Amen. 


Now to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons but One Eternal God, 
be ' rendred and aſcribed all Might, 
Majeſty, Adoration, and Praiſe, both 
now and for evermore. Amen. 


„The Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
« Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
« Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
c God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
c Lord: Aka: the Bleſſing of God Al- 
% mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
« Holy: Ghoſt, be amongſt you; and re- 
ec main with you always. Amen, | 


Clerical 
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2 Kincs IV. 1. 
Mou there cried à certain Woman 
of the Wives of the Sons of the 
Prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, Thy 
Servant my Huſband is dead, and 
- thou hnoweſs that thy Servant did 
Fear the Lord: And thi Creditor 
is come to take unto him my two 


f chem in the following Method. 


Firſt, By introdaciog the Petitioner to 
you in all thoſe melancholy and de- 
Pee Circumſtances which are 

I 4 ſpecit 


'N a former Diſcourſe upon theſe 8 E R NM. 
Words I propos d the Treatment of VII. 


— 


Clerical Charity, 
ſpecified in the Text, (viz.) She 
was a Widow, the Remainder of an 


— Eaneſt Man, ner ene 


her $ Creditors, 


| ia 


IS 5 


Secondy, By — ng 7 Perſon to 

whom this Widow makes her Ap- | 
plpKwication for Redreſs ; El * the Pro- 

poet 7 20 : S037 7 

Thirdy, By ſetting forth the Excel- 
lency of that Charity, which, ac- 
cording to the Example of Eliſba, 
provides for the #/1dows and Children 
of e Clergymen, Fre 


8 3 tieated of the 2 of 
theſe Particulars, and repreſented the de- 
plorable Condition of the Prophet's Wi- 
dow in the Text, I come now, in the 

Second Place, to conſider the Perſon to 
whom ſhe made her Complaint, and his 
Generoſity in relieving her; in hopes, by 
the Prevalence of this Example, to en- 
courage you, my Brethren, to perform the 
like Acts of Charity to the Widows and 
Orphans of your deceas'd Brethren, . 

6 : Secondly, 
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. -Secondy, Tuxx, I would offer it to your 8 ER M. 
Conſideration, that the unfortunate Wi- VII. 
dow in the Text does, under theſe mar 

nifold Diſtreſſes, apply herſelf to Eliſta 
the Prophet : To Eliſha, the principal Per- 
ſon, of the ſacred College, and an Orna- 
ment of that Order to which her deceas'd 
Huſband belong d: To EA Ra, whoſe 
known Piety muſt compaſſionate the Af- 
flictions of a devout Siſter, and whoſe In- 
tereſt with his God was the moſt likely 
Expedient for à proper and ſpeedy Re- 
lief. | : 
; 0 Weman, q great Was thy: "Faith, and 
generous the Interpoſal of thy Benefactor! 
Miracles afliſt the Prayers of the Pro- 


; phet, and a Multiplication of thy Por of 
Oil pays thy Creditors and ſupports thy 
Family! 
VE Sons of Levi, go and 4 hikewiſe: 
) Exert your -Intereſt, open your Hands 
and uſe, your Prayers for your diſtreſs'd 


Tribe: Let the Height of your Stations 

- make you more conſpicuous and exem- 
plary i in your Virtues, and the Greatneſs - 

| of your Revenues render you affable, com- 

municative, and penal. God never de- 


1 5 | fign'd 


2 - Clerical Charing, 
| Se xM.fign'd that large Eftates ſhould be raiſed 
VII. from the Patrimony of the Church; nor 
me pious Founders and Endowers of Be- 
nefices, that Hofpitality and good Works 
ſhould ceaſe amongſt the Sons of God. 
Hl Tucre is the moft deteſtable of 
Vices when it creeps into the Clergy, 

and can never be ſufficiently expos d by 

our own Body. But above all, the Dila- 
pidating of Houſes, and the Impoveriſhing 

of Glebes, (as the Manner of ſome has 

been) for the enriching of a Lay-Heir, or 

the Advancement of a diſtant Relation, is 

ſuch a facrilegious Alienation, ſuch a pre- 
ſumptuous Betraying of our Truſt, as can 

never be thought of without Indignation, 

nor mention d without Trembling. What 

nearer Relations can there be to you than 

your Fellow-latourers in the Vineyard of the 

Lord? What more meritorious Heirs of 

| the Revenues of the Church, than the 
Widows and Orphans of your indigent Bre- 

threnf/ They will give you a Memorial 
better than that of Sms and Daughters : 

They willlmake your Houſes more durable, 

and call the Lands after more honourable 
Names than Nephews and Relations: Fur 
Charity, 


Clerical Charity, 
Charity never faileth; but Families are 8E RM. 


mortal, and Titles may be extinguiſh'd : 

Tenements and Poſſeſfions may change 
their Proprietors, and Riches make them- 
felves Wings and fly away. It is in your 
Power, my Brethren, to confine their Stay ; 
it is in your Power to fix the Fickleneſs 
of their Nature; and by Acts of Charity 
and Bencficence to your indigent Bre- 
thren, to make your own Subſtance im- 
mortal, and enrich your Souls in the King- 
dom of Glory — But I muſt beg leaye 


'T 23 


VII. 


— 


to be a little more diſtinct and particular 


upon this Head, and to implore the Pa- 
tience of your Attention whilſt I enforce 
the like Charity with Ekſha's in the Text 
from the four following Conſiderations, 

: | 


1. THAT ſuch a Charity is a more par- 
ticular Reſpect to God. 

2. THAT it is an Encouragement to our 
poorer Brethren. 
3. Tur it is a Teſtimony of our Af- 
fection to Learning. 


4. THAT it may prove a proper Expe- 
dient to ſilence ſome of thoſe Reproaches 


which are caſt upon our Order. 
Firſt, 
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Sx R M. 23 | | 

VI. 9 let us copier; the Cha- 
Mn before us as a Piece of more imme- 
| diate Reſpect and Homage to God: To 
God, whole Servants the Clergy are; whoſe 
Meſſages they are intruſted with; whoſe 
Intereſt they eſpouſe; whoſe People they 
feed; and whoſe Mord and Sacraments NN 
diſtribute to the Faithful. 

EvRERX ſucceeding Miniſter in the 
Goſpel i is ſacred and venerable by his Vo- 
| cation, and has ſome Right to that bold 
Rom. xi, Plea of St. Paul to the Romans; Inaſ- 
iz muchas Tom an Apoſtle. of Chriſt, I mag- 

nify mine Office: My Relation to my great 
Maſter diſtinguiſhes my Perſon, and my 
Commiſſion from the King of Heaven 
ennobles my Services: And how then 
comes it to pals, that the Wife of my Boſom 
ſhould be brought- into Contempt, and 
thoſe who proceed out of mine. own Bowels 
be reduced to Want and Beggary ? Is this 
the Privilege of an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, 
to ſuffer for that ſacred Character he 
ſuſtains? Is, this the _ Proviſion for the 
Stewards of. 6 God s Houſhold, to im poveriſh 


themſelves in their Maſter” J Service, and 
b 5 exclude 
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exclude their Families fromthe common S r M. 
Supply of Neceſſaries? Is this the double VII. 
Honour of thoſe that labour in rbe Word T Tic. . 
and Doctrine, to be excluded from the Pri- 7 
vileges of their Chriſtian Brethren, and 
contemn'd for that ee which 1 is 
ſacted and honourable? | 
Tur Bleſſings of God are noted for 
deſcending: His Promiſes are from Gene- 
ration to Generation, ſbewing Mercy unto 
Thouſands in them that love bim and keep his 
Commandments,” as well as viſiting the Ini- 
qurties of the Fathers upon the Children unto 
the third and fourth Groton 27 em that 
hate bim 
LET the Son teh inherit by the Vir- 
: tues of his Father, and the Father be diſ- - 
tinguiſhed for his Relation to his God, and 
his more immediate Attendance on the ſa- 
cred Altar. He that hath Pity on the Poor Prov. xix. 
(ſays Solomon) lendeth to the. Lord, and that“ 
which he hath' given him will he pay bim 
again: But he that is bountiful to God's 
own Servants and Houſbold arrives to an 
higher Pitch of Piety, lays a more parti- 
cular Obligation upon the Supreme Pro- 
prietor of Heaven and Earth, and may ex- 


e 
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SE RM, pect the Return of more ample and diſtin-. 
VII. II guiſhing Favours: For whoſoever ſhall give 
ard x Man, T 70 drink unto one of theſe little ones a Cup of 


cal Water only, in the Name of a Diſciple, 
verily I. ſay unto you; he” ſhall in no wiſe loſe 
his Reward. The Gift is rated from the 
Quality of the Receiver, as well as the In- 
tention of the Giver : The Charity is con- 
veyed through theſe diſtant Channels to a 
more noble Object: The Servant is re- 
heved, but the Maſter honoured ; ſo that 
the Obligation riſes higher than Earth. 
and God himſelf becomes an for 
the Debt, 5 

Tux Modeſt and Humble may be mY 
to extenuate their good Works, and to ſay, 


Matt. * Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and 
- - * fed thee ; or tbirſiy, and gave thee Drink? 


When ſaw awe thee a Stranger, and took thee 


An; or naked, and cloathed thee ? Or when 


 faxo we thee fick, or in Priſon, and came un- 
to ibee? But the Divine Anſwer very ge- 
nerouſly reſolves the Doubt, and charges 
the Civility-to a Servant as an Obligation 
on his Lord: Inaſmuch as ye have done it 
(lays our Saviour) unto any one of the leaſt 
of” theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 


2 mes: 


Clerical: Charing 


nee IL am the High-Pricft of the Sacred 8 E R M. 
Order; the Clergy are my Friends and VII. 
. Fellow- Labourers, and their Families are Wo 


my Subſtitutes and Dependents, to be fed 
at mine Altar, to be entertained as my 
Children, and to receive Contributions in | 
my Name and in my Place. | 
2. Taz Excellency of this Charity | to 
the Widows and Families of deceaſed Cer- 
Omen will farther appear, from the Influ- 
ence it may have upon ſuch of our Bre- 
thren as are meanly provided for, to per- 
ſevere in their Duty, and adhere to the 
Principles of the Church, | 
- As the Fear of Perſecution was apt to 
ftagger ſome of 'the Primitive Chriſtians, 
and to ſhake the Foundations of our holy 
Faith; ſo the Want of Encouragement 
has ſtill continued an Obſtacle to Ortho- 
doxy, and the patronizing of Error has 
ſeldom fail'd of making Proſelytes. In- 
tereſt is a dead Weight upon Principle, 
and the Poſſeſſions of this World have too 
frequently prevailed againſt the Reverſions 


of another. The Dung Man in the Goſ- Matt. xix. 


pel went away forrowful, becauſe he bad 
| 1 Poſſeſſions, which our Lord com- 


manded 


128; Clerical Charity) 
Sz RM, manded 0 be fold, and given to the. Poor: 
VII. / And many a warm Zealot in our Days 

has cool'd at the A pproach of Perſecution, 
adl2nad thought fit to ſacrifice his Principle 


al | | for the Preſervation of his Fortune 
1 No the Way to ſtop theſe and ſuch- 


| like Evils at the Fountain's Head, is to 
5 dignify Religion in the Perſons of its Pro- 
| fſeſſors, and to prevent the Straying of the 


Flock, by a ſeaſonable Encouragement of 
their Paſtors. The Piety of our Anceſtors 
= may have made ſuch. a Proviſion for. thoſe 
| that miniſter in boly Things, as to ſecure 
| their Perſons from Poverty for the Term 
= of their natural Lives; but the Sudden- 
= neſs of Death alters the Caſe, and the 
| Want of a Proviſion for a Family ſits un- 
eaſy upon the moſt refign'd and religious 
Parent: But the Charity which we are 
A now preſſing may diſſipate many of theſe 
=p Fears, and give the Man of God Conſola- 
tion under all Contingencies and Diſaſters. 
It ſecures his Principles, it fortifies his In- 
3 tegrity, it animates his Reſolutions, it 
ſweetens his Labours, and prevents all that 
ungodly Trimming and Compliance, which 
the Influen Ce: of a powerful Patron, or the 
bobaacn 9 


6 


=O * 


Fol WU oO mAaWw WM Ut» 


1 


_ otherwiſe ſubject him to. Mo. 
3. ANo THER: Motive. to that cxotllent\ 


ie, which we are now pleading for, 
zs the D it * 1 dur Adios 


to Learning. 


Wr all know what an DG Ben. | 
ing is to human Life, and daily Experi- 
ence demonſtrates the Uſefulneſs of it in 


the Service of Religion: And from hence 


we may conclude what is due to an Order 


of Men, who have dedicated their Days 


to Study, and whoſe Lips have been the 


great Preſervation of Knowledge: _ - 
Ir is the Misfortune of theſe recluſe 


and ſpeculative Perſons, that their Heads 
are not the beſt-turr'd to ſecular Affairs, 


neither can their Spirits ſtoop to the Craft 
and Management of this World. Their 


eager Purſuits of Truth prejudice their 


Fortunes, and an Intenſeneſs in other Stu- 


dies lets flip the ee of . 


Cain. 
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Proſpect of à larger Preferment, might S E RN. 


VII. 


ö — 


Howrvn R, if we are 10 _—_— 


the principal Thing, and with all our Get- 


tings to get Underſtanding ; the Attempts 


of, theſe learned Men muſt be laugable, 


{ Vor. II. K ; and 


SEBRM. 5 their Diſcoveries may be of infinite 


Glerical Charity. 


VII. Uſe to Mankind. But, at leaft, their Fa- 


e miliarity and Acquaintance ' with their 


Profeſſion ſhould command the Love and 
Generoſity of all pious Perſons: The 
Knowledge of their Paſtoral Office, and 
their Diligence and Fidelity in the Execu- 
tion of it, ſhould promote their Families, 
and eſtabliſn their ſecular Intereſt. 
FTuosx that rule well are worthy of dou- 
bie Honour + Their Parts and intellectual 
Abilities are to be conſider d, as well as 
their Office and Stations: Their Learning 
is a Reſerve for their Poſterity; and ſueh 
as have profited by their Labours are 
Debtors to their Children, and ſhould be 
reſponſible in Carnal Tbings for the more 
valuable Edification and eee by 
what is Spiritual and Eternal. 1 
Ati and ly, I an to 4 "mY 
Charity to the Families of deceaſed Cler- 
gymen as a proper Expedient to ſilence 
ſome of thoſe RARE whicts are caſt 
upon our Order. = 
As Poverty has been the Lot of ſome 
of the Miniſtry, ſo Contempt has been 
the Conſequence of that Misfortune: And 


Clerical Charity. 


ſtom hehee have proceeded bitter Refe- & N lr. 
_ Ri6ns upon the Function, and a Diſregard VII. 


to the Ordinances of God; Our Accuſers 
have not been ſo candid as to diſtinguiſh 
between the Per ſon and his Office; nor ſo 
pious as to excuſe Religion for the Wien 


| tiages of its Miniſters. 


Now how commendable, and almoſt 


meritorions, muſt that Charity be, which 


ferves Religion by (ſerving its Teachers? 
Which 8 off the Infamy from the 
Dead by exhibiting to the Living, and 
ſtops the Mouths of the clowniſh Laity by 
diſcharging the Incumbrances' of our in- 
fofyerit Brethren, 

Some” As of chacky 100 b. Rela 
tion only to the Boch of the lagen, and 
look no farther than the bare Neceſſaries 
of Life; but This ſecures the Good Name, 
and vindicates the Aſhes of fuch as cannot 
ſpeak for themſelves: It keeps their Fami- 
lies upon a reputable Foot of Living, en- 
courages Induſtry in every Branch of them, 
and prevents that diſgraceful Dependence 
which the Extravagance of meaner Peo- 


ple ' tob — ae them to. 
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: Clerical Pang | 
Tuis charitable Work, perhaps, may be 


VII. too large to be accompliſh'd, and brought 
* o due perfection in ſuch a Space of Time 


ag We could wiſh 2 But theſe happy Be- 
ginnings preſage uncommon Succeſs, and 
the Aſſiſtance of Men of Birth and For- 
tune muſt facilitate the Undertaking. For, 
Thanks be to God, all Perſons have not 
an equal Averſion to our Order; but ſome 
People of Diſtinction have Generoſity 
tranſmitted to them with their Blood; and 
Love to the Clergy by Inheritance. They 
have been Partakers of the fame Educa- 
tion, and have an equal Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of the Church with ourſelves; they 
are regular in their Conduct, and liberal 
with their Hands; the Patrons of ortho- 
dox Men when living, and continual * 
nefactors to their Families when dead. 
Go inereaſe the Number of thoſe wo 
thus offer ; themſebves willinghy. in the De- 
fence and Protection of his Servants J and 
let double Bleſſings reſt upon the Heads of 
their Poſterity for the Logns which their 
Fathers have lent t the Lord, Charb by 
Prieſts, O God, with Righteouſneſs, and let 
ads Saint: rejoice and ng Add Alacrity 
to 


* * - 4 ry 


Clerical Charity. 
to the charitable Giver, and Gratitude to 
the indigent Receiver: Let us all proceed 


from Strength to Strength, from one De- * 


gree of Charity to another, till we ſhall 
have accompliſhed the laudable Ends of 
good Living, and have recommended qur- 
ſelyes to the Bounty of our God in the 
Kingdom of our Saviour. Amen. 


Now to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


133 
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VII. 
— 


Three Perſons but One Eternal God, 


be rendred and aſcribed all Might, 


Majeſty, Adoration, and Praiſe, both 


now and for evermore, Amen, 


£ The Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
* Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
4 Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
% God, and of his Son Jeſus. Chriſt our 
Lord: And the Bleſſing of God Al- 
1 mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 


bf Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and re- 


main with you always. Amen. 
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Knowled; ge and Practice T 
ſettled and adjuſted: 
In Two SERMONS preach'd : 
at « nen e in A J*/ 


mw #4 


TO XIII 1 7. 


If. ye know theſe Things, a are 
ve We eee 6 


o 
. 


| J the Aesch een 


Crucifixion, he | took an Occaſion VIII. 
to recommend that Meekneſs and 
Humility which he was then going to give 
the moſt ay aver} 4 NEE: Ex- 
ample * 9 $ 
Fox the Direction of his Diſciples i in 
theſe Duties, he condeſcends to waſh their John: xiii, 
Feet, and politively inſiſts upon their 'fu-  ** 
ture Behaviour according to that debaſing 
K 4 | Pre- 
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Knowledge and Pradiice 


SERM. Precedent which he had ſet them. Know 


VIII. 


ye (ſays he) what I have done_to_you.? 2 


W call me Maſter and Lord; and ye ſay well, 


I2, 13, 
14, 15. 


I z in vain 


Pleaſure, and bind you with ſtronger 
* en to  Faypllie and * 
i T ence. 


for fo T am. If I then your Lord and Maſter 
have waſhed your Feet, ye pught alſo to b 
one another's Feet, For I bave given you an 
Example, that. ye ſhould do as I have done 
ws Kaen * 

or you to be puffed up 
ee with the Wasen Poſts of my King- 
* dom, and to expect the State of /itting 
© one at the Right Hand, and the other 
te at the Lef? in my Glory, unleſs ye qua- 
*« lify- yourſelves for a Riſe by previous 
“ Condeſeenſions, and ghrify ny Heaven= 
* by Father in the Way and Method which 
I have preſcribed to you. Verih, verily, 


. © ©, I fay. unta.you, The Servant is s gr eager 
alte * than bis Lord; neitber he that 1s aut, 


e greater than. he that ſent him. No. 
te tles can make you independent of — 
16 Sovereign, no Diſtinctions exempt you 
% from my Service: But all new Rela- 
tions ſubject you more entirely to my 


ce Tax 


«ſettled. and adjufied.*®. 137 
« Tu Lectures which I have read to 8 g RM. 
0 . n are not barely to be treaſured up in VIII. 
your Memories, and accaſionally quo- | 
te ted, as the grave Sayings. of a Bene - 
« factor or a Friend; but they are to be 
« exemplified in the conſtant Courſe of 
<« your Practice, and enliven'd and invi- 
„ gorated by a regular Series of Action. 
e know theſe Things, happy are ye 
if ye do them. 
Tax Deſign of my enſuing, Diſecurſe 
is to treat of Knowledge and Practice; to 
ſhew what Relation and Dependence they 
have upon one another; and in what Man- 
ner both of them are neceſſary to the Du- 
ties of Religion, and in what Caſes the 
| Scripture repreſents ane of them ay _ 
able to 150 hat. 1271 


Ff, Ps. 1 fhall treat of the Ne. 
20 ont of Knowleage, | 


| — Tux Obligation of 2 
our Practice upon the Founüatien of 
by a ** mn 5 


.. Thirdly, 
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VIII. 


| hy 
une. 


TT "I i? 


is up mand PC Ye? 


18 


Part, Lay dowid ame Motives wand 
e to n 2000 


00 Arrry the whole Diſcourſe to 
the Reformation of the Guilty, and 
1 8 Comfort . the a ac 1 


0 


nit Tuzx, 2s for the many: 'of 
Knowledge : This is in general Terms al- 


Jow'd by all Mankind, and is laid down as 
the Foundation both of our Temporal and 


Spiritual Concerns. For to what End are 
all our Studies and Endeavours, but to 


improve our Underſtandings, and inform 


our Judgments? To influence our Wills, 


regulate our Affections, and ſteer our 


Courſes in the Progreſs of this en 


Life? 

Ws᷑ù find ſome Sparks of Ainbition i in 
the loweſt and moſt abje&t Part of our 
Speci 


ies; and if the Biaſs was rightly 
tarn d, and the anima / Nature ſubje& to 
W . 


Thirty; © SHALL conver 9 Requi. | 
rs. tes n of 8 e 
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| the rational, we ſhould ſoon perceive aStkm. 
Reformation of Manners, and a more VIII. 
perfect Order and Regularity introduc'd © * 
into this lower World. The Difficu}ty 
of Saying Knowledge is not ſo great in a 
Chriſtian and Reform'd Country, where 
our Churches are opep, and the Means 
of Improvement daily exhibited to the 
Audience; where the Scriptures are read 
in the vulgar Tongue, and ſeriouſly pro- 
pos d to eyery Man's Peruſal; where our 
Faith is ſumm'd up in Creeds and Articles, 
and our Practice ſounded in our Ears by 
the frequent Repetition of God's Com- 
mandments; where Prayers are regulated 
by a well- form' d Liturgy, and the Sacra- 
: ments - duly adminiſtred in both Kinds; 
, where Days are ſet apart in every Week 
1 for the People's Inſtruction, and Morning 


? and Evening Sactifices are conſtantly of- 2 
r fer'd up by legal Miniſters. 
il Ir others have talen away the Kyy of 


Knowledge, and made Ignorance the Mother 
n of Devotion, we have not ſo earned Chriſt, 
by neither are we tolerated to worſhip him 
y in ſuch an implicit Manner. The Know- 
0 8 4 which God has ordain'd, and the 
e 


2 Method 
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Seng Method, of obtaining it, are before our . ||, 1 


VIII. Eyes, and ſubjected. in his own Words to 
YN our Peruſal and Underſtanding. He that 
| runneth may read: He that is not refractory 
and obdurate muſt know the Obligations 

of his Duty, and the Conditions of Sal- 


vation, Do this and live, or do. that and 


die, is the conſtant Tenour of the whole 
Scripture; and no Man, if it be not his 
own Fault, can want a due Information 


in plain and obvious Truths, be they 


Doctrinal or Practigal, either Principles 
of Faith or Rules off Action. 
Wenz our Laws indeed deliyer'd in 
doubtful and ambiguous Terms, and did 
the Scripture place us in the Dark, or 
leave us to gueſs at Uncertainties, we 
might have ſome Excuſe for our Igno- 
rance in the Principles, or our Deficiency 
in the Practice of our Duty. But ſince 
the Inſtitution is ſo plain, expreſs; and po- 
ſitive, and never leaves a Colour of Doubt 
in fundamental Points, we have the greateſt 
Reaſon to ſubmit with Chearfulneſs, and 


obey with Pleaſure in all the important 
Articles and momentous Affairs of our 


The 


Salvation. 
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The-Oracles of God do not now, under 8E RM. 


nor miſlead the Petitioner with Artifice 
and Equivocation: We have no need of 


a new Guide in Controverſies, or an infai- 


lible Interpreter of the Divine Law, to per- 


vert the Audience to Superſtition and Ido- 
latry; but if a Man will but bring an 
honeſt and teachable Diſpoſition along 


with him, he cannot be ignorant of the 
Principles of his Duty, nor deſpair of the 
Way to Heaven. The Road is not in- 


tricate and perplexing; beſet with Diffi- 


the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, ſpeak (like the VIII. 
Pagan of old) in dark ambiguous Terms, ä 


culties, and . ſurrounded with Dangers; | 


neither are there any intricate Mazes, any 
Secret or By-Paths. to embarraſs the En- 


quirer, or miſlead the Traveller. 


He that cometh to God muſt believe that Heb. xi. 6. 


be is, and that be is 4 Rewarder of thoſe 


that diligently ſeek him That he has pre- 
ſcrib'd the Method of our Salvation by 


the Miſſion of his Son to ad and ſuffer 
for us in the Fleſh, and cont; ues to ex- 


cite, influence, and direct us wr Duty 
by che Rules of his n Mord, and 
the 


9 
— 
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t Knowledge and Proflite 
SE Au. the 3 and Diegten of * bleſ- | 
SnobLD a} ens therefote; in this ad 
vanc'd and enlightned Age of Chriſtianity, 
cry out, as the Jaibr did to Paul and : 
Aas wi. Silas, Sire, What -foall I tp to be ſaved? 
The Anſwer is very-ſhort and decifive, 
Believe in the Lord Feſus riß, and bon ! 
halt be ſaved, and thy Houſe. The Way 
is eaſy,” and the Choice preſerib'd: All 
proper Methods of Saving Knowledge ate 
reach'd out unto you; and a teachäble 
Mind, and à faithful Compliance with 
reveal d Truth, cannot fait of building you 
up in the Doctrines of your holy Faith, 
and making you wiſe unto Sulvntin. 
A coMPETENT Degree of Knowledge 
being thus ſuppos d in Religion, and ſs 
- --— eaftly attain'd in a Chriſtian I ; 
ket us now proceed, Wer. pant 


bus 6, 


» DI , *% = _ 


- 
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Second Place, To air" how abs: 
| lutely neceflary it is to build a regular 
Practice upon this Foundation of Know- 
3 Happy are ye i if ye do them... 

Now this Ede appears upon two 
Accounts, 


ga. 3. BY ag.. A mM X4© 


1. B- 
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9 | 'SERM, 
| 1. 3 all Knowledge is vain: and VIII. 
Ws 


ineffectual without Prafice. - 
2. Tur Sum and Subſtance of Rel 


gon anf ſts in Practice. 


/ 15 — is is. Min and. ine 


cual without Practice. | p 


Ir has been always urg'd as an Aion 
ment kunt the Truth of Religion, That 
they who know the - moſt perform the teaft > 
And whatever Force there may be in this 
Way of Reaſoning, or Foundation for 
acting from the Example of others; yet 
the ill Conſequences of it are too viſible 
and apparent in a vicious and miſ- guided 
World. For this Ineonſiſteney between 


Faith and Practice tends to the Decay and 


Abatement of Piety in the Chriſtian 
Church, by hardening the Obdurate in 


their wicked Courſes, as well as preju- | 


dicing the Minds of unſtable and waver- 
ing Perſons againſt the Light and Con- 
viction of Truth. It is certainly a noto- 
rious Breach of Sincerity for the Lips to 
belye the Heart, and the Actions to run 
counter to the Profeſſion. For a Perſon 

that 

a \ 


\ 
144 Knowledge and Praftice 
Sg NM. that is ſuch an Agent is the ſevereſt Ac- 
VIII. cuſer of himſelf, and throws back the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence into his own Face, 
Whilſt his Practice confronts his Princi- 
ples, he plainly inſinuates that his Faith 
is irrational, and his Profeſſion ill- grounded. 
The World is not to be impos' d upon by 
Counterfeits; much leſs is Omniſcience 
to be blinded, or infinite Juſtice diſarm'd, 
when the Lips varniſh over the Depra- 
vity of the Heart, and Men's Actions con- 
fute the Reality of their Pr etenſions. 
Nothing ean be a greater Argument of 
Double - dealing and Inſincerity, of Trea- 
chery and Perfidiouſneſs, than a bad Lyfe. 
Such an Inconſiſtency caſts the greateſt O- 
dium upon Religion in general, and makes 
the Chriſtian Name appear vile and mer- 
cenary in the Eyes of its Adverſaries: It 
is a Stumbling-block and a Rock of Offence 
to ſome, renders the . . [i 


SE SS & » 


It les the 3 of — 
and Confeſſors, and makes Simon Magus 
as good a Caſuiſt as St. Paul, and puts the 
emfeorteing , ok an equal Fooyng 
e a 107 * .noifiitorT 5:4 03 1990 


. * 
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_ ſettled and adjuſted. 
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with the conſtant Hearer and Doer of tbe SEM. 


Mord. 134 
| Knowledge in the Apoſtle's Phraſe G 


feth uþ; and in the Strength of its own 
Attainments, is apt to make Men felt- 
conceited and opiniative, if it. be not ap- 
plied to its proper End, and do not ſtudy 
to ſhew itſelf in the Fruits and Products 
of a good Life. What though a Man 
Heal the Tongues of Angels? Though he have 
the Gifts of Prophecy, and underſtand all 
Myſteries and all Knowledge? If he does 
not reduce the Theory to Action, and make 


VIII. 


his Attainments inſtrumental to Virtue and 
Religion, he may tickle and amuſe the 


Ears, but can no ways influence or inform 
the Heart. | 

TRE Devil himſelf i is doubtleſs a Won 
of great Sagacity and Underſtanding; yet 
he is ſo far from being admir'd for theſe Ex. 


cellencies, that he is the more to be avoided 


and deteſted, becauſe he perverts and abuſes 
the right Uſe of Knowledge, and would 
turn it to the Diſhonour and Reproach of 
the Doner. Thoſe too, who by his Example 


would miſ-apply the rare Endowments 


and Accompliſhments they have above 
er. II. L © others, 


* 


* 


' 
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Sg R M. others, or are contented with a bare pe- 
VHI. culative Knowledge of Things without re- 
SV ducing them to Practice, had much bet- 


ter have reſted in a State of Ignorance 
and Inſenſibility than to have arriv'd 
at this pompous and affected Show of 
Wiſdom. _ 
2. Tux Sum and Subſtance of Nel. 
gion conſiſts in Practice. 

Wr would not in this Place pate 
Practice from Knowledge, but ſo unite them 
together, as to ſhew the Performance of 
what we know to be the Completion of a 
' Chriſtian, and the only Way to the Hap- 

pineſs otoþds'd 1 in the Goſpel. 

Ovr Bleſſed Saviour in his Sermon on 
the Mount, has ſo powerfully recommend- 
ed Purity, Meekneſs, Continency, Forgrve- 
. neſs, Patience, and Suffering for Righteouſ- 
 fieſs Sake, as to tally to exclude all Pre- 
tences to Perfection without a previous 
Foundation in theſe practical and impor- 


tant Virtues. Nay, an Acquaintance with 


the Chriſtian Doctrine, and a Capacity of 
inſtructing others in the Principles of Sav- 
ing Knowledge, is of no Advantage to the 
e without building his Life, and 

| |  fram- 


" MA © YT Ro, TAY Woes 6 TO 
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framing his Actions upon this Model. SERM, 
Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, VIII. 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : 8 
But he that doth the Will of my Father 21. 
which is in Heaven. An outward Pro- 

feſſion is in itſelf of no Prevalence or Sig- 
nificancy to Salvation without an in ward 
Principle of Faith and Obedience, and a 
Sanctification of the Heart and Affections 

by Chriſtian Charity and good Works. 

Many (continues our Bleſſed Saviour) will Ver. 220 
| ay unto me in that Day, Lord, Lord, have 
| we not prophefied in thy Name? And in thy 
Name have caſt out Devils? And in thy 
Name done many wonderful Works? A 
: plauſible Shew indeed for Knaves and 
Hypocrites! But no Manner of Founda- 


? 


F tion for real Piety, or Colour of Influence 

x upon infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice, Por Ver. 23 
- then I will profeſs unto them, (ſays the' » 

8 Searcher of Hearts) I never knew you : 

— Depart from me ye that work Iniquity. 

h Uro this Plan of Adding our Saviour 


of {till purſues his Argument againſt” the 
J- boaſting Believer, and the inconſiſtent Pra- 
le Fitioner of his Duty; and from the Me- 
id taphor of a Builder ſhews the Danger and 
bh | L 2 Folly 


148 
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SE RN. Folly of railing the Edifice upon the Sand 
1 VIII. n than a Rock : Whoſoever heareth theſe 
Ver. 2 24 Ya. x, Sayings of mine, and doth them, I will ken 


57 26, him unto a wiſe Man, which built his Houſe 


upon a Rock: And the Rain deſcended, and 
the Floods came, and the Winds blew, and 


beat upon that Houſe: And it fell not, fer 


it was founded upon 4 Rock. And every 
one that heareth theſe Sayings of 'mine, and 


doth them not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh 


1 Man, which built his Houſe upon the Sand: 


And the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Winds blew, and beat upon that 


Houſe: And it fell, and great was the Fall 


of it. | 
Tuovon a Man's Knowledge of Reli- 
lion could vie with Selomon's of Nature, 


and could be ſuppos'd as large as the Sand 
upon the Sea Shore, and to extend to the 


minuteſt Plant or. Herb of the Creation ; 
yet the Poſſeſſion of this Treaſure, would 
by itſelf, be only Vanity and Vexation of | 
Spirit; the main Ingredient of Happineſs 

would be wanting, and the pompous Ac- 
quirer of ſo much Knowledge would be 


| moſt fatally ignorant, and in a more de- 


plorable 


ſettled and adjuſted.” A 


Madman. 


1 5 


plorable Condition than an Ideot or a SER M. 
| VIII. 
Why call ye ne Lord, Lord, (fays our "XY 


Saviour) and do not the Things which I ſay? © 


In vain do ye pretend to be my Diſciples, 


and to embrace my Doctrine; in vain are 


ye converted by Miracles, and fed with 
the Bread of Heaven, whilſt you lift up 
your Heel againſt the Hand that feeds 
you, andare nega in the Duties which 


I enjoin you. For if you be really my 


Diſciples, then will you keep my Sayings: 
Otherwiſe ye have renounced all the Re- 
lation you have to me, and the bare 
Knowledge of your 1 Chriſtian Profeſſion 
will but enhance your Guilt, and aggra- 
vate your Damnation. 

From this plain Account of Knowledge 
and Practice, of the Neceflity of the one 
for nominating a Chriſtian, and the Exer- 
ciſe of the other for the compleating his 
Profeſſion; I ſhall beg Leave, by way of 
Concluſion, to recommend theſe few pra- 
Qtical Inferences to your Conſideration. 

1. THAT the great End of our Kow- 
ledge in Religion is carefully to regulate 


and duly ta model our Practice. Hereby 


L 3 We 


| Knowledge and Prackice 


Ss RM, we know that we know God, if we keep his 
VIII. Commandments. He that ſaith, I know him, 
1 Jokn N. and keepeth not his Commandments, is a 2 
3» 4. 5. 6. and the Truth is not in him. But whoſo 


Reepeth bis Word, in him verily is the Love 
of God perfected: He that ſaith, he abideth 
in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even 
as he walked. © The divine Author of our 
Faith is the Pattern of our Practice; the 
Goſpel of Truth is the Director of our 
Actions; and the Crown of Glory ſhall 
be the Reward of our Obedience. 

2. WE are not to ſeparate thoſe Duties 
which God has united; nor to make any 
Inconſiſtency in bur Faith or Relaxation 
in our Practice, where God has requir'd 
VUnanimity and Perſeverance in both, and 
ſettled the Proceſs of a future Judgment 
upon theſe two Principles of DO and 
Acling. 

3. LET your Faith and Practice mu- 
tually illuſtrate and confirm each other, 
conſide ring that the Duties of your Reli- 
gion are united and connected together, 
and cannot be disjoin'd or ſeparated, with. 
out a Deſtruction of the whole. 4s Faith 
without Works is dead, ſo Works without 


Faith 


x 
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Faith are oſtentatious and ineffectual. 8 ER N. 
Theſe two Principles, like Soul and Body, VIII. 
compleat the Man. With the Heart yon 
are to gelieve, and with the Mouth On- 
feſſion is to be made unto Salvation. By your 
Actions are your Pretenſions ratified and 
confirm'd, and by your Faith are your 
Works ſanctified, your God and Saviour 
worſhipped, and ber Souls wy be eternally 
ſaved. ( 

4. and Lafth, Ir all Curioſity of | 
Knowledge be reſtrain'd, which does not 
immediately tend to the Advancement 
of Practice. For an Itch after unneceſ- 
ſary Knowledge may divert the Mind from 
its proper Imployment, and hinder the 
Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues which are the 
Ingredients of our Duty here, and ſhall 
be the er N of our Happineſs . 
afien 4c 1 ,t⁵jGu 

Practical Knowledge i is the Buſineſs va a 
Chriſtian, and all other Attain ments are 
empty and amuſing which are not regu- 
lated by this End, and made ſerviceable 
to an holy Life and a religious Death. 

T have determin d, ſays St. Paul, to bo. 1 Cor. ii. . 
; 8 elſe but Jeſus Chrift, and him cru- 2 
h L 4 ified, 


* p 


— 


Knowledge and Pracri ice 


S ERM, cited. This Science either includes 6t 


VIII. vacates all the reſt. The Learning af 
VV the 


the Law and all its Ordinances muſt be 


Synagogue muſt ſtoop to the Goſpel, 


nail d ts the Croſs, and the Qutward Cere- 
monies and Performances of a Jeu be 
ſwallow'd up in the Sincerity and Obe- 
dience of a Chriſtian. For be is not a few 
which is one outwardly; neither is that Cir- 


cumciſion, which is outwardly in the Fleſh: 


But be is a Few which is one anwardly ; and 
Circumciſion is that of the Heart, in the 
Spirit, and not in the Letter, ul by 


e Men, but , God. 


Nov God grant to us all, the true Gn: 
eumcifion of the Spirit, that our Heart and 


all bur Members» being mortified from 


worldly and carnal Luſt; our Faith may 
revive and triumph, and we may ſhew 
forth our Maker's Praiſe, not only in our 
Lips but in aur Lives, and in all Things 
obey his Bleſſed Will, _ Jas il 
out Lord. Amen. 


» 4 


Now? fo Gr th Father, the 8 on, Kc. 


Know- 


Knowledge and Practice 
ſettled and adjuſted, 


Joan XIII. 17. 
If Jo ho theſe Things, cds are 
| by * if ye ao Them. 


- — IC. 4+ 


Y Deſign in the Choice of theſe 8 E xm. 
Words (as I inform'd you in IX. 
| my laſt Diſcourſe) was to treat PD 
of the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Knowled ge 
and Practice; to ſhew what Relation and 
Dependence they have upon one another, 
and in what Manner both of them are ne- 
ceſſary to the Duties of Religion, and in 
what Caſes one muſt be inexcuſable with- 
out the other. 


4 Firſt, Turn, I propoſed to treat of 
the Neceſſity of Knowledge, 


is | Secondly, 


if 
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SE RM. e 
IX. Secondy, Tun Obligation of forming 


— our Practice upon the Foundation of 


this Knowledge. 


 Thirdy, To produce the Kequilites and 
. Qualifications of a regular Practice, 


Fourthly, To lay down ſome Motives 
and Engagements to Practice. 


Hſtbhy, To apply the whole Diſcourſe 
to the Reformation of the Guilty, 
and the Comfort of the Well-doer. 


Tux two former of theſe Particulars 
have been already under Conſideration ; 
and the three remaining ſhall be the Sub- 
jet of this Morning 8 Diſcourſe. 


Thirdy, Tux, I am to produce the 
Requiſites and Qualifications of a regular 
Practice, in order that we may form our 
Actions upon ſuch Chriſtian Principles as 
may juſtify our Conduct upon Earth, and 
intitle us to Acceptance in Heaven. 

WHAT I have to fay upon this Subject, 
for the Advancement and Perfecting of 
Chriſtian 


fettled and adjuſted. 


Chriſtian Practice, ſhall be reduced to the SE RM. 


IX. 
WW 


five following Heads. 


I, SINCERITY, | 
2, W1ILLINGNESsS, 
3. CHEARFULNESS, þ in Practice. 
4. UNIvVERSALITY, | 
5. STEADFASTNESS, 


Tur firſt Requiſite to Practice is Since- 
rity, by which I mean a plain, undiſ- 


guiſed, and hearty Performance of the 
ſeveral Parts of our Duty, in Oppoſition - 


to Fraud, Deſign, and Hypocriſy in Re- 
ligion. This Virtue has its Foundation in 
the Heart, and being rightly form'd diſ- 
covers itſelf in all the Words and Actions 


of a regular Life, It reſpects both G 


and Man, as our Virtues be either Social 
or Divine, and employ'd both in the 
Praiſes and Adorations of the Deity, or in 
an honeſt Intercourſe of Juſtice and good 


Offices between Chriſtian Neighbours, 


This Principle muſt actuate all our Per- 
formances, if we would live righteouſly, 
ſoberly, and godly in this World; and in all 
our Natural and Revealed Capacities, (as 

| Men, 
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SER M. Men, Subjects, and Chriſtians,) diſcharge 


Knowledge and Prafice 


a Conſerence void of Offence, both towards 


cad and towards Men. Let it not be your 


| Rejoicing, that ye have heap'd up Riches, 
or acquir'd temporal Honours; but that 


2 » Cor i. in Simplicity and godly. Sincerity, not neith 
eſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, you 


have had your Converſation in this World, 
and adorn'd and propagated the Doctrine 
of. Chriſt, more in the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit, and an exemplary Courſe of Acting 
and Suffering, than by the enticing Words of 
Men's Wiſdom, or all the pompous Ora; 
tory of Rome, or the ſubtle Oy of 
hens, Bat 2 . 

2. ANOTHER Requiſite to Practice is 
Willingneſs. Religion abominates all Con- 
ſtraints, and can no more brook a Force 


upon our Actions, than it can upon our 


Conſciences. F there be firſt a willing 


Mind, it is accepted accdrding to that a Man 


hath, and not according to that he bath not. 
But if ye act with Reluctancy, or be cha- 
ritable with: Grudging, your Service is odi- 


ous to that Maſter, who, as much loveth 
the free Agent, as the chearful Giver. 


F wb b ow 
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— 


- ſettled and adjuſted. 1 

To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your & x RM. 
Sacrifices unto me? ſaith the Lord. Bring IX. 

no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomt- U 

nation unto me; the New Moons and Sab 13. 
baths, the Calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot 
away with; it is Intquity, even the ſolemn 
Meeting, Some real Acts of Worſhip are 
more acceptable to a God of Truth and 
Purity, than all this Parade and Shew. A 
broken Heart is a Sacrifice preferable to all 
the Beaſts of the Foreſt, and an acłive 
Faith and an humble Penitence of higher 


Eſtimation than the Catile that are fed upon 
a thouſand Hills, 


REL1G1ON is e in Scripture 
as a State of Warfare, and every Chriſtian 
Profeſſor is look'd upon as a lifted Man. 
Now, as in the Fewiſh Wars Proclamation 
was made before an Engagement, That if Deut. xx. 
any one was fearful and faint-hearted, he 7 
had the Liberty to go and return unto his own 

| Houſe ; fo in the Chriſtian Warfare, Cow- 
ardice can be no ways acceptable to the 
Captain of Salvation, nor can Lazineſs and 
Sloth be of any Service, where Heat and 
Action. muſt bear off the Garland. My 
Heart u Deborab in her congratulatory 


Fan 
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SRM. Hymn) is towards the Governors of Iſrael, 


IX. 


Cw RI 
Judg. v. 9. 


Heb. x. 
35+ 


that offered themſelves willingly among the 
People: And in our Chriſtian Rencounters 
with the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
there is an heroic Bravery which intitles 
us to a great Recompence of Reward, and a 
Per ſeverance in the Will of God, that we 
may receive the Promiſes. | 
3. AnoTHER Requiſite to Pratice is 


Chearfulneſs in acting. 


Wuar is particularly affirm'd of G- 
rity may be generally applied to the whole 
Circle of Chriſtian Virtues and Graces. 


2 Gor: hs. Let nothing be done grudgingly, or of Neceſ- 


k 7. 


iich; for God boveth the chearful Giver. Let 


not the. Exerciſe gf your Virtues be by 
Conſtraint or Compulſion, nor your Obe- 
dience aw'd by the Authority of the Im- 
poſer ; but let the Excellency of the Du- 


ties influence your Conduct, and the 


Charms of Religion en * Af- 
eons, 

Every thing conſpires. to promote a 
virtuous Action ; Honour and Intereſt unite 
in the Proſecution, Eaſe and Safety con- 
duct the Progreſs, Quietneſs and Aſſurance 
for ever fanculy the Labours ; and the 

Promiſes 


i \ ſettled and adjuſted. 


Promiſes of God, who cannot he, ſhall i — 


mortalize the Labourers. 


4. LEgT us conſider the Unzverſality n 
Practice: If ye know theſe Thing, happy 
are ye if ye do them: If you do them, not 
by ſome ſudden Starts and Emotions, at 
ſome particular Times and Seaſons, and 
under ſome Convictions and Diſtreſſes; 
but if your Practice be uniform and regu- 
lar, and the whole Progreſs of your Life 
conformable to the Rules and Injunctions 
of God's holy Word. 

Ws muſt not think to impoſe upon our- 
ſelves with any flattering and fooliſh Con- 
ceits of a partial Obedience, nor to angle 
and curtail thoſe Duties which are univer- 
ſally and ſtrictly enjoin'd by God in Holy 
Scripture, To entertain a looſe Scheme of 
Principles, and to be religious only by Fits 
and Humours, as it may beſt ſait with 
Policy or Intereſt; can never be acceptable 
to that God who requires the Uprightneſs 
and Purity of our Hearts and Affections, 
and the Firmneſs and Stability of our Faith 
and Obedience, We muſt be temperate in 
all Things, if we would obtain the Maſtery, 
and proſecute our great Concern with the 


ſame 
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Sz R M. ſame Vigour and Attention of Mind through 

IX. the ſeveral Stages of our Life, and the 
P goſt trying Inſtances of Mortification and 
Gal. vi. 9. Perſeve rance. Be not weary in Well-doing ; 


Ezek. 
xvili. 24. 


for in due Time ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. 
If ye ſhould ſet out well, and faulter be- 


fore yout Journey is half over, you may 


never atrive ſafe at the End of it: If you 


ſhould enter upon a good Life, and not 


continue ſteadfaſt in the Proſecution. of it, 


but have your Variety of Riſes and Falls, 
your ſeveral Turns and Changes of Vice 
and Virtue ; your Religion will be of lit- 
tle Significance and Efficacy, and may ne- 
ver advance to its full Stature and Matu- 
rity: For every time ye break off, ye ſeem 
to repent of your good Actions; ye undo 


what ye bad well done before, and all 


your paſt Performances are reckon'd of no 
Worth or Prevalency with God. For 
when the Ri ghteous turneth away from his 
Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, all 
his Righteouſneſs that he bath done ſhall not 
be mentioned : In his Treſpaſs that he hath 


trejpaſſea, and in his Sin that he pats famed, © 


in them ſhall he die, 


5. Tye 
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F. Tux Prevention of all this is Stead- * 8 | 
faſineſs in the Practice of Religion. Thi: , 
Virtue requires the Regularity of our Pro- 1 22 
ceedings, as well as the former did the Ex- 
tent of the Subjects we are to proceed 
upon. The Habit and Diſpoſition of Vir- 
tue muſt always remain upon our Souls, 
and the Exerciſe and Practice of it muſt 
be the conſtant Employment of our Lives. 

Our Chriſtianity ſhould be well- grounded, 
regular, and permanent; and ſome ſudden 
Tranſports and Flaſhes of Devotion, at- 
tended with ſeveral Breaks and Interrup- 
tions of Duty, will not anſwer the Ends 
of a pious Life, and make the Comers there- 
unto perfect. | 5113 

- Waar then remaineth for us to do, but 
to go through our Religion with Courage 
and Reſolution? Not unſettled and wa- 
vering in our Profeſſion, ſometimes ma- 
king Conſcience of our Ways, and ſome- 
times not; but with an even and ſteady 
Temper of Mind, purſuing thoſe Things 
which concern our Peace, that ſo, remaining Rev. ii. 
faithful unto Death, we may obtain a Crown ® 


of Life 
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From theſe Requiſites and Qualifica. 
Ne b let a nd in 1 


Baur "_ Fifth Place, to lay a 
ſome Motives and Encouragements more 
fully to engage us in the pructicul Part of 
our Duty: Happy ye JF * 1 
Happy are Cob becauſe, 225 | 

1. 85 ch a Perbet bunte of your Duty 
is agreeable to the TR of Nature 
and Reaſon. | 


2. IT is attended wih 255 and Safety 


in the Execution. 


3. Ir affords Pleaſure and Barigflton 


to the Performers. 
4. Ir promotes the Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs of human Society. 


5. Ir intitles the Proficients to an eters 
nal Reward. me 


) 4 

Vi Tn E firſt Motive to the Performance of 

our Duty is the Agreeableneſs of Practice 

to the Principles of Nature and Reaſon, 
REL1610N is ſo far from being burden- 

ſome and vexatious to its Profeſſors, that 

it takes the moſt probable Methods, and 


en- 


_ \ſettled and ' adjuſted. 163 
enjoins the moſt uſeful Duties for the 8E KM. 
Good of Society, and the Intereſt of pri- IX. 
vate Perſons. He hath ſhewed thee; O Man, Mich vi. 
hat is good! God, either by the Injun- s. 

ctions of Revelation or the Principles of 
Nature, hath inſtructed thee in the Obli- 
gation of Moral and Religious Duties: And 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee ? 
What Returns are to be made to our Be- 
nefactor? or what Services paid in lieu of 
theſe divine Favours? What, I fay, doth - 
the Lord thy God require of thee? What, 


but to do Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk 
| humbly with thy God? The Service is no 
, more than what Nature has inſtructed thee 


in, what Gratitude has obliged thee to, 

what thy Dependence exacts from thee, 

and what thy Intereſt will be ſerv'd and 

1 thy Happineſs ſecur'd by the Performance 
* 

Had the Lord thy God required fome great 2 Kings 
if Thing of thee, ' wouldſt thou not have done it? 
2 But when the Injunction is thy Happineſs, 

the Performance an Honour, and the ve- 


n- ry Execution its own Reward ; what Spurs 
at need be added to quicken thy Diligence ? 
nd TS What 


| 
164. Knowledge and 'Prafice 
SERM. What farther Motives to erer thy 
IX. Practice? Vet, 
N 2. LET us ſee, in the next Place, ** 
this Argument may be put into a different 
Light by that Eaſe and Safety which at- 
tend the Execution of practical Duties. 
IC. bu. The Wicked may be like the troubled Sea, 
"% hen it cannot reſt, always caſting out Foam 
.and Rage at the Diſappointment of their 
Projects, and the Succeſs of their Enemies: 
| But the Righteous are bold and courageous | 
4 in their Enterprizes, vigilant and diligent 
in their Proceedings, calm and ſedate in 
their Diſappointments. Their paſſive Vir- 
tues take place, when their active are at a 
Jam. i. 4. Stand; and Patience has ber perfect Work, 
| when our own Fortitude is foil'd, and the 
. Villany of our Enemies becomes trium- 
ix Wiſd. 1 phant. The Souls of the Righteous are in 
1 : $5 ' the Hands of God, and there ſhall no Tor- 
ment touch them. Fur though they be pu- 
niſbed in the Sight of Men, yet is their 
Hope full of Immortality. And having been 
@ little chaſtiſed, they ſhall be greatly re- 
warded : For God proved them, and found 
| them worthy for himſelf, As Gold in the 
Wl LT RACE bath he tried them, and recerved 
Wd | them 


1 
2 
4 
1 
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them as a Burnt-Offering. And in the Time 8 x RM. 
of their Viſitation, they ſhall ſhine, and run IX. 
to and fro like Sparks among Stubble. They 
ſhall judge the Nations, and have Do- 
minion over the People, and their Lord ſhall 
reign for ever. Tbey that put their Truſt 
in him ſhall underſtand the Truth: And ſuch 
as be faithful in Love ſhall abide with him : 

For Grace and Mercy is to his Saints, and 


be bath Care for his Elect. 


THe Righteous in this preſent World 
have a Title to the Divine Protection; the 
Favour of a Child, as well as the Inheri- 
tance of an Heir. The Promiſes of God 
ſtand firm, having the Arm of Omnipo- 
tence. for their. Preſervation, and the Szal 
of immutable Truth for their Perform- 
ance. - God is not a Man that he ſhould lie, Numb. 
neither the Son of Man that be ſhould re-2xii. 29. 
pent. Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? 
Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it 
good ? Your Enjoyments are curtail'd by 
your Diſobedience, and your Obſtinacy 
throws you out- of your Sovereign's Pro- 
tection. Jf ye walk in my Statutes, and Lev. evi. 
keep" my Commandments, and do them; then + 5. 6. 
will give you Rain in due Seaſon, and the 
3 Land 


166 Knowledge and Practice 
S ERM. Land ſhall yield her Increaſe, and the Trees of 
IX. the Field ſpall yield their Fruit. And your 
—"V'V Threſhing | ſhall reach unto the Vintage, and 
the Vintage ſhall rench unto the Sewing- 
time : And you ſhall eat "your Bread to the 
full, and dwell'm your" Land ſafely. And 
J will give Peace in the Land, and ye ſhall 
lie drum, and none ſtall make you afraid: 
And I will rid evil Beaſts out of the Lang, 
neither ſhall the ener go” throu 85 your 
Land. | 
Tux Origin of Men s'Sufferings is the 
Neglect of their Duty; and the Forfeiture 
of Heaven by our Vices is a preſent Curſe 
and Reprobation upon Earth, Luſt makes 
us Tranſgreſſors of the Law, and ſo ren- 
ders us obnoxious to Puniſhment, Sin pro- 
pagates Seditions and Rebellions amongſt 
the Mutinous and Aſpiring, and Ambi- 
tion heats the Angry and Choleric into 
Rapines and Murders. Revenge transforms 
the gentle Race of Mankind into Wolves 
and Tygers, and Profuſeneſs and Prodiga- 
1 lity pour in Thefts and Aſſaſſinations upon 
||| a2 diſtracted World. 
Bor the Prevention of all theſe Miſ- 
fortunes is from Religion; Religion, which 
| | aſcer- 
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aſcertains Right, diſtinguiſhes Property, 8 E RM. 
and protects us under our own Vine and IX. 
our own Fig-tree, This is the Principle * 
which guards our municipal Laus, and ſe- 
cures our national Government: This 
quells Sedition, unites Parties, heals Di- 
viſions, mortifies Pride, and lays a Curb 
upon Avarice, This fills the Mind with 
Meekneſs, and the Hand with Charity ; 
baniſhes all ſelfiſh and narrow Principles 
from the Soul; eſtabliſhes publick Peace, 
and entails common Good upon the Com- 
munity : All which are the fundamental 
and laſting Security of a regular Govern- 
ment, and procure Quiet and Safety to 
every Member of the Bady politic. 

3. LET us preſs the Obligation to 
Practice from the Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
which redounds to the Performers of re- 
ligious Duties. Pleaſures, being founded 
in a Suitableneſs and Congruity between 
the Faculty and the Object, muſt chiefly 
conſiſt in the Gratification of the Soul 
with the Uſe and Enjoyment of thoſe 
Things which are adapted to our Natures. 
Upon this Principle it muſt be granted, 
that Brutes are more capable of ſome Sort 

. M4 of 


Knowledge and Prafice 


wr I Pleaſure than Men; and, by the Groſs- 


neſs of their Faculties and the Propenſity 
of their Appetites, take a. greater Com- 
paſs in the Gratification of the animal 
Life than Reaſon and Religion can poſſi - 
bly allow to nobler Creatures. However, 
there is a Difference in their Purſuit, both 
in Reſpe& of the Capacity of their Facul- 
ties, and the Nobleneſs of the Objects they 
are converſant about. As intellectual Plea- 
ſures ſurpaſs ſenſual, ſo there is a Dif- 
ference of Delight according to the En- 
largement of the Faculty, and the due 
Temperament of the Soul by the Virtues 


Prov. zii. and Graces of Religion, The Ways of Ho- 
1 


— — Go _—— — — ͤ Mp — * 
3 — K — — 
— 


lineſs are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber 
Paths are Peace; delightful in the Pur- 
ſuit, and happy in the Acquiſition, The 
Chriſtian Te is eaſy, and the Burden of 
the Goſpel is ligt: The Way is only mo- 
leſted and troubleſome by the Inroads of 
Sin; but ſmooth'd and. cultivated by the 
Progreſs: and Exerciſe of Virtue, The 
Commands of the Lord are not grievous, 
nor his Judgments out of thy Sight : If thy 
Faculties are rightly diſpos'd, and thy 
bodily Organs * to their proper Uſe; 
| | | * 


r . . ea ˙ a 
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they are Muſic and Rapture to the Ear, SE RM. 
and ſweeter than Honey and the Honeycomb IX. IX. 
to the Palate; 1 delight to do thy Mill, O FH A. 3. 
ny God; yea, thy Law is within my Heart : * N 
Thy Teſtimonies have been my Counſellors, and M 

I have taken thy Commandments for my 
Patrimony and Heritage for ever. 

4. ANoTHER Enforcement of Practice 
is its Tendency to the Intereft, and its 
Promotion of the Happineſs of human So- 
ciety. | N A: e 
—— can be no laſting Society, but 
what is founded in Virtue; nor any com- 
fortable Reliance upon Providence, but by 
the Diſcharge of our Duty. If I am @ 
Maſter, where is my Honour ? If you are 
my Creatures, where is your Submiſſion ? 
Where is the Homage for what you have 
already received, and the fulfilling of the 
Conditions of the Covenant for future Ex- 
pectances? 

Ir is Religion enjoins ſuch W as 
may make Men eaſy in their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and crown them with Suc- 
ceſs in all their honeſt Enterprizes. Su- 
perfluities indeed may be cut off from 
their Attendance upon Virtue, and Ex- 


0 ceſſes 


170 me; and Prafiice 


SBRM.Ceſles and Vanities turn'd into another 


IX. Channel: But the Neceſſaries and Com- 


sorts of Life are rarely wapting to the 


Devout and Pious; being the undoubted 
Grant of the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
the promis d Gift of a never-failing Pro- 
vidence, and the natural Product of Vir- 

rf xvii. tue and Religion. ] have been young, (ſays 
the Royal P/aimift) and new am ld; yet 
never faw I the Righteous forſaken, nor bis 


Seed begging their Bread: The Ri ghteous ke 


merciful and lendeth, and his Seed is 512 
en e 
2 IT is the Gade of Solomon in all 
Prov, iii. his Affluence and Plenty, that the Mer- 
% cCbandiſe of Miſdom (or, in other Terms, 
8 of Religion) is better than the Merchandiſe 
of Sitver, and the Gain thereof than fine 
_— Gold.” "Cryſtal and Onyx, in the Lan- 


guage of Jab, cannot equal ber; 7 Fopas and 
Prov. iii. Sapphire are Dirt before her. She is more 


15? precious than Rubies, and all the Things thou 
canſt \defire are not be compared unto her. 

thy and laſtiy, To compleat the Hap- 

pineſs of a practical Believer, Religion in- 

titles him to an eternal Reward : She does 

not OY put him off with temporal Se- 


cur ities, 
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Ws. but extends his — to SE RM. 
Futurity, and crowns his Bliſs in the King: 1. IX. 
dom of Glory. 7 g (ſays our Lord) 10 ſth John xiv. 
prepare 4 Place far you, that I may come * 3: 
again, and receive you to myſelf, that qwhere 
J an there! you may be alſo. Your good 
Deeds diſpoſe you for my Merits, and qua- 
lify you for my Kingdom: Blaſſed are they Rom. i- 
that hear the Mord f God, and keep it: - 
For not the Hearers f the Lau, but the © 
Doers, fhall be juſtified : And whaſo looketh — * 
into the perfect Law of Liberty, and con- 
tmueth therein,” be being nat à forgetful 
Hearer, but a Doer of the Law, this Man 
ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed. 
Tn Tares and the Wheat may be pro- 
miſcuouſly ſaen together; but the laſt 
Judgment ſhall make the Separation, al- 
lotting the one to be preſerv'd in the Cu- 
ſtody of the Lord, and the aber to be Matt. zi, 
bound into Bundles and burnt. wa 
I is obſervable, from the expreſs De- 
claration of -Scripture, that in the Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments in a 
future State, the Account will not be ſo 
much made upon ſpeculative as practical 
Points; and even Faith itſelf muſt ſtoop 

to 
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SR RM. to good Works, and the removing of Moun- 
IX. rain to Acts of Charity. Have you Fed 
e Be Hungry, vifited the Sick, cloathed the 
Naked, entertain d the Stranger, frequented 
the Priſons, and releaſed the Captives, 
ſhall be the chief Articles of Enquiry at 
the laſt Day; and a different Sentence 
hall be paſs'd according to the different 
Matt.zwv. Quality of theſe Actions, by Go ye cur/ed 
. into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels; and Come ye bleſſed of my 
© Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Foundation of the World. The 
Day of Diſtinction is now approach'd ; the 
Saint and the Sinner make their ſeparate 
Appearances; real Services are diſtinguiſh'd 
from Hypocriſy, and the Zeal of a Be- 
kever ſhall be as much applauded, as the 
Formality of a Deceiver expos'd and pu- 

niſh'd. Amen. 


Now to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons but One Eternal God, 
be rendred and aſcribed all Might, 

Majeſty, Adoration, and Praiſe, both 
now and for evermore, Amen. 


The Afflicted comforted, 
and their Perſecutors 
mortified: 


A SERMON. in the Atdy- 
Church at Bath. 


Exop. I. 12. 


But the more they afflifted them, 
the more they 3 plied and 
grew: And they were grieved 


becauſe of the Chi ldren of I/- 


rael. 


HESE Words have a Relation 8 E R RI. 
i to the barbarous and inhuman - X. 
| Cruelties which the Egyptians ea 
ercis'd upon the Hebrews, during the 


Time of their Pilgrimage and Sojourning 
in the Kingdom of Pharaob. 


EvERY 


174 The Aflicted comforted, 
S ERM. EvERY one who dips into this Hiſtory 
X. of Moſes, and glances his Eye upon the 
| WYN'Cloſe of the Book of Genefis, cannot but 
at the firſt View expect, that the pecu- 
liar Honours which Egypt receiv'd by the 
Preſence of Feſehb, and the numerous 
Advantages which the Crown reap d by his 
Adminiſtration, might have engag'd the 
Nation to be grateful to his Memory, and 
bountiful to his Poſterity : But the Hu- 
mour of a Prince (it ſeems) may turn Tail 
upon an over-grown F avourite, and the 
higheſt Acts of Kindneſs may be perverted 
into Scorn and Oblivion; the moſt uſgful 
Friends and Beneſacters may be diſcharg d, 
and Kings may ariſe that know not Foſeph. 
Now to caution us againſt Ingratitude 
of this N ature, and arin us againſt the ill 
Treatment of our Superiors; to fortify 
our Patience under Sufferings, and diſpoſe 
our Minds to Confidence and Reliance on 
Providence; it may not be improper to 
22ͤ 160755 9793 O77 


Firſt, To explain and illuſtrate the 
b biflorical Part of the Text. 


% j av. Secondly, 


W 


and their Perfecitors mortified.. 
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SRM. 
bauch To raiſe” ſach practical Ob- X. 


ſervations from it, as may be ſuita- 
ble to our own Circumſtances and 


Conditions. * 


N 1 el to n and illuſtrate 
the hiſtorical Part of the Text: The more 
they afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and grew: And they were grieved becauſe 
of the Children of Iſrael. 


In which Words there are theſe three 
Things obſervable. 


1. Tun Afli&ions of the vs of 


Tjrael, i in Egypt. 

2. THEIR Increaſe and Multiplying uns 
der theſe Afflictions. 

3. Tux Grief and Trouble which this 
occaſion'd to the Egyptians. . 


* 


1. Taz Text mentions the Afflictions 


of the Children of raue! in Egypt - And 
theſe are briefly, but livelily, repreſented 


to us by Moſes throughout the firſt Chap- 
ter of Exodus, where we are diſtinctly in- 


form'd how the Egyptians treated the Peo- 
ple 


176 


De Affifted. comforted,. ' N 


SERM . ple of God, and compell'd them to ſerve 


" 


with Hardſhip and Rigour; how they ap- 


Tod, 3 Pointed ſevere J. aſe-maſters over them, to 


in, 12, affiet them with their Burdens, and made 


13, 14+ 


their Lives bitter with hard Bondage, in 
Mortar and in Brick; how haughtily they 


impos' d the heavieſt Labours upon them, 


and by an unparallel'd Stretch of Barbarity 
demanded Work to be done, without fur- 
niſhing the Labourers with Materials to 
work upon, or Time to do it in. 2? are 
idle, ye. are idle, (ſays the Egyptian Mo- 


ch. v.17. narch to an oppreſſed People) therefore ye 
fay, Let us go, and do Sacrifice to the Lord, 
making Religion the Cloak of your La- 
zineſs, and the Attendance upon your 


Deity an Excuſe for your Diſloyalty to 


Ver. 18. your Sovereign. Go therefore now and work; 


For there ſhall no Straw. be given you, yet 


ſhall ye deliver the Tale of Bricks. And the 


Officers of the Children of Hrael did fee that 


Ver. 19. they were, in evi Caſe, and they met Moſes 


and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, The Lord 
hook upon you and judge ; becauſe you have 
made_our Savour to be abhorred in "*, Eyes 
of Pharaoh, and in the Eyes of his Servants, 
zo put a Sword i in their Hands to ſlay us. 
SUCH 


3 . + «an ond Hand tal a> 


: 


pe their 3 . 
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such, we ſee, were the preſent Diſ- SE RM. 
aſters of the Hebrews in the Egyptian X. 
Bondage; and their Afflictions were doubt 


leſs the more grievous and inſupportable, 
becauſe. they lighted upon a People un- 


accuſtom'd to Severities, and brought up 
in the !moſt tender and delicate Manner; 


a People that had large and ample Pro- 


miſes made to them by God, and were 
buoy'd up with the Hopes of goodly Poſ- 
*flions in Reverſion; a People that ex- 
pected Sons and Daughters from their own 
Loins to repleniſh the World, and rather 
o rule over foreign Nations than to be re- 


luc'd themſelves to the See of Fo- 


reigners. 


2. NoTwiTHSTANDING all this bar- 


barous Treatment, the Maelites increas d 
and flouriſh'd under their Afflictions: The 
more they afflited them, the more e the y mul- 
tiphed and grew. 

Perſecution did not diminiſh the Num- 
ber of Men, nor the Edicts of Pharaoh 
procure the Barrenneſs of Women, No- 
thing was abortive but the Schemes of the 
Tyrant; nothing was fruſtrated but the 
Will of Pharaoh. 


Creſt ſub EN. virtus. 
Vol., II. TRE 


SERM. —— [its ſtill multiplied of grew! 


X. Grew' indeed, to a prodigious Degree, if 
se make a Computation of their Num- 


27. 


—_—_ 
w "6.4 "a7 þ : . 


bers, from their Entrance into Egypt to 


Gen. abr. their Departure out of it. For all the Souls 
that went down with old Facob, which came 


out of bis Loins, befides Facob's Sons Wives, 


were m more than threeſcore and fix; but 


when God: was pleaſed to call them out of 

Slavery, they were increaſed to ix hun- 

dred thouſand Men befides Children. | 
'Thirdy, Tars: Increaſe and Multiply- 


ing of the Muelites muſt occaſion Trouble 
and Vexation to the Egyptians : They were 


grieved, becauſe of the Children of Iſrael. 
Now this Grief muſt ariſe from a three- 
fold Cauſe, : | 


i Pao the Senſe of a Contempt of 


the King” s Authority. 


2. FROM the Apprehenfions of ſome 
national Diſturbance from a People of 
Strength and N umber. 


3. FRom the Experience which the 


Egyptians muſt have learn'd of God's for- 
mer Favour to the Mraelites, and the Aſ- 
ſurance they ſtill entertain d from his 


Promiſes 


wy 


FX * 


and their Perſecutors mortified. 


Promiſes of the future Proſperity of this nr 
8 


People. 

Tur firſt Occaſion of Grief and 
Trouble to the Egyptians aroſe from a 
Senſe of the King's Power and Authority 
being contemn'd and diminiſh'd, by this 
Petition of Moſes for the Releaſe of the 
Maelites. For Pharaoh had order'd the 
utter Ruin and Extirpation of the Jewiſb 
Nation by oppreſſing the Fathers and mur- 
dering the Sons; and when both theſe Me- 
thods of Cruetty were over-ruled by a 
ſuperior Power, who can imagine but it 
muſt be vexatious and cutting to an haugh- 
ty and aſpiring Tyrant? The Name of a 
King in general conveys nothing but Gran- 
deur and Authority in the Sound of it, 
and that of an Eaſtern Monarch in parti- 
cular ſeems to advance Sovereignty to 
the higheſt Piteh and Eminence. The 
Wills of Princes do not uſe to be replied 
upon, nor their Commands diſputed. 

Their Words carry the Force of a Law, 
and their Actions, like their Perſons, ſeem 
facred and inviolable. Every Controut 1s 
an Aﬀeont to Power, and every Act of 

N Diſ- 
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De Aflicted comforted, 
2+ aux Dildbedierice a Stab upon Majeſty it- 


ſelf. 


WS is Things a ſtand thus bern 


1 and People, how could a tyrannizing 
Pharaoh ſubmit to a Contradiction? How 
could that haughty Monarch truckle, who 
fancied himſelf already in the Seat of God, 
and in the Height of Blaſphemy aſk'd, 


„ Who is the Lord that I ſhould obey his Voice, 


and let Iſrael go? I know not the Lord, nei- 
ther will I let Jrael go. 


2. AnoTaer Cauſe of Pharaoh's Diſ- 
content, was his Apprehenſions of being 


diſturb'd by a People of ſuch Strength and 


Number as — * were en to 
bets. --- 

Tur Treatment which the People of 
God met with from the Egyptians was 
enough to ſour their Tempers, and put 


them upon Repriſals; enough to recoil up- 


on a guilty Monarch's Breaſt, and to ereate 
new Fears and Suſpicions in his Mind, and 
unſettle the Conſtitution of his Kingdom. 
Such Apprehenſions muſt naturally give 
Birth to thoſe Reflections which he vents 
in the ninth and tenth Verſes of this fir/t 


. of Exodus: Be Mig the People of the 


Children 


and their Perſecutors mortified. 
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Children of Iſrael are morg and mightier than & E RM, 


we : Come on, let us deal wiſely with them, 
i they multiply,” and it come to paſs, that 
when there falleth out any War, they join 
alſo with our Enemies, and ſo get them up 
gut of the Land, 

3. ANOTHER Reaſon, why Pharach 
and ' his People might be afraid of the 
Ifraelifes, is taken from the Experience 
which the Egyptians muſt have learnt of 
God's former Favours to that Nation, and 
the Aſſurances they had from his Promiſes, 
of their future Proſperity. For, fince the 
Egyptians are repreſented as the moſt 
learned and polite People of all Antiqui- 
ty, we have Reaſon to believe that they 
kept the great and memorable Tranſactions 
of their Kingdom upon Record: And cer- 
tainly nothing was more likely to be tranſ- 
mitted into their Annals, and fafely 
handed down to Proſperity, than the mi- 
raculous Preſervation of their whole Na- 
tion by the merciful Providence of God, 
and the prudent Adminiſtration of Joſeph: 
And fince the Family of this great Fa- 
vourite was {till ſubſiſting, and increas'd 


to that prodigious Decree, as almoſt to 


N 3 . equal 


X. 


182 Tie Afﬀiifted comforted, © 
SERM, equal the Egyptian in Number; they WM E 
X. could not 'otherwiſe ſappoſe but that the t 
ſame Providence, which had immemorially p 
bleſs'd their Anceſtors, did till protect 5 
and animate their Offspring, and had rais'd 
them up for ſome great an wonderful 
Atchievement in the End. 

IT is farther probable t -at he Eoyptions, 
by a long Converfation* with the 1#-ae/rtes, 
rnight be acquainted with their Hopes and 

- Expectations, and inform'd of thoſe am- 
ple Promiſes which God had made to 
their Fore-fathers, and which were now 
ripe for a Completion in their Poſterity, 
For ſince the Hebrews expected to riſe in 
worldly Grandeur above other Nations, 
and to be bleſſed with an Offspring as nu- 
merous as the Stars in Heaven, and the 
Sand upon the Sea-Shore ; Pharaoh and his 
Subjects might gueſs, by the prodigious In- 
creaſe and Multiplying of their Fami- 
lies, that the univerſal Monarchy was now 
commencing, and the Completion of their 
Happineſs drawing on. This might make 
them apprehenſive, that they muſt ſink 
and dwindle in Proportion to the Riſe and 
Exaltation of the Traettpes, and their own 


King- 


„ 7. . 


| 
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Kingdom become tributary to thoſe whom SK RM. 
they formerly receiv'd as Strangers, and at X. 
preſent entertain'd in the Condition of "YO 


Slaves. a 44 , 
Tx1s, my Brethren, is a ſhort State of 


Things, with Relation to the Egyptians © | 
and Vraelites, as far as the Recital was 
neceſſary for the Explication of the ſe- 


veral Branches of the Text: And I ſhall 
now proceed to make ſome Application of 
theſe hiſtorical Facts towards the Regula- 


tion of our Lives, and the Influencing and 
Direction of our Conduct in the ſeveral 


Scenes of Acting and Suffering in this 


tumultuous World. 


1. Wx have here the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ment for repoſing our Truſt and Confi- 
dence in an Almighty Providence. 

2. Wx infer the Obligation of the Di- 
vine Promiſes, and the Certainty of their 
Performance by a juſt and immutable God. 

3. We may ſee the Folly and Inſo- 


lence of dictating to the Divine Wiſdom, ''* * 


or -preſcribing to the Goodneſs of God 
the particular Times and Seaſons of ac- 
compliſhing his Promiſes. 

N4 1. Tus 


———— 
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AE 
X. 1. Turx, the Hiſtory of the Iſraelites 
under Perſecution will furniſh us with the 
ſtrongeſt Argument fax.repoſing our Truſt 
and Confidence in Almighty Providence, 
Job v. . We know Man to be born to Trouble as the 
Sparks fly upwards; but are uncertain what 
Turns and Revolutians our awn Fortune 
may undergo. in this fickle and diſaſtrous 
World: But this we are experimentally 
certain of, that in every Change and Sta- 
tion of Life, the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
Providence is viſibly diſplayed, and the 
Tenderneſs of a hing Father diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Strictneſs and Severity of a . 
poral Judge. 
' Heb. i, To our Parents in 2; the Fleſh (fays St. 
91% Paul) who corrected us, we gave Reverence 
and ſhall we not much rather be in Subjection 
to the Father. of Spirits, and live? For they 
werily for a few Days chaſtned us after their 
own Pleaſure ; but he for our Profit, that 
we might be Partakers of his Halineſs. 


Ver. 11. Now though 10 Chaſtning for the preſent 


ſeemeth to be, joyous, but grievous; yet never- 
theleſs, fince afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able Fruit of Righteouſneſs unto them that 
2 | 15 are 


* 


and their Perſecutors mortiſied. 18 5 
are exerciſed thereby, it is to be received 8 x RM, 
with Thankfulneſs, endur'd with Patience, X. 
and improv'd by Devotion. For the Chrib— VE 
ſtian Doctrine is obled by Sufferings; 
and the ſeveral Duties of Faith and Affiance, 
of Humility and Reſignation, are more 
perfectly learn'd and more regularly pra- | 
Ris'd in an adverſe than in a proſperous Hol. v. 15. 
Condition of Life. In their Aſfliction (fays © 
God) they will ſeek me early: Or in the 
Language of the P/almift, When God flew — 
them, then they ſought him; and they re- 33. 15 
turned and enquired early after God; and 
they remembred that the Lord was their 
Rock, and the high God their Redeemer. 

This Time f Adverſity is for Conſideration Eeclel. vii. 
and Amendment, and God's. hing Cor- + 
rections are to make us great, When thy Il. vi. 
Judgments, O Lord, are in the Earth, the® 
Inhabitants of the World will learn Righ- 
teouſneſs : With their Souls will they defire 

thee in the Night of Afliction; yea, with 

their Spirits within them will they ſeek thee 

early, They will no longer heſitate in 
their Notions of Good and Evil, nor dodge 
and prevaricate in the Affairs of Eternity: 

Their Paſſions will be cool'd, their Rea- 


ſon 
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SRM. ſon exerciſed, their Graces quickened, 


X. 


7, 8. 


The Affifted comforted, 


their Vanities mortified, their Hopes raiſed, 


WY” their Reſolutions enliven d, and their Vir- 
mues perfected. Befons ¶ was affiiited (ſays 
the P/almjft) I went aftray, roaming in 


the Labyrinths of Error, and benighted 
in the By- paths of Sin and Confuſion: 
But Adverſity has brought me home, and 


- reſtored me to myſelf; awaken'd my Con- 
ſideration, and new-modell'd my Soul : 
And after Patience has bad ber perfect Work, 


Devotion enters into my contrite Heart; 


and now my Spirits begin to quicken and 


revive, and 7 rejoice, O my God, to do thy 


Will, and have Pleaſure in keeping thy righ- 
teous Fudgments, 


2. FRoM the Behaviour of the Thaelites 


under the Egyptian Bondage, and their 


Supplication to God for a Deliverance, we 
may ſee the Prevalence and Efficacy of 
Prayer, according to the Declaration of 


ii, Moſes : I have ſurely ſeen the Afliction of 


my People that is in Egypt, and have heard 
their Cry, by reaſon , their Taſk-maſters : 
For I know their Sorrows; and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the Hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 

Lond, 
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Land, unto a good Land and a large, unto 8 E RM. 
4 Land flowing with Milt and Honey. X. 
As Prayer is the Condition on Gods Y Y 
Part of conferring, and on ours of recerv- 
ing the Divine Favours; ſo we are never to 
be deficient in the Means, if we expect 
5 happy Accompliſhment and full En- 
joyment of the End. As we are to pray 
without ceaſing, to aſe that we may have, 
and to knock that it may be opened unto us; 
ſo we are to be zealous and importunate in 
this Duty, not doubting but that in due 
Time we ſhall reap if we faint not, and that 
all Things ſhall work together for the Good f 
thoſe who expect in Patience, and embrace 
the Divine Diſpenſations with Humility 
and Reſignation. God is not flack concern- 2 Pet. ii. 
ing his Promiſes, as ſome Men count Slack- 7 
neſs ; but his Long-ſuffering leadeth us to 
Repentance. Afflictions are to diſpoſe us 
for Mercy ; the very Croſs itſelf is to qua- 
lify us for the Crown; and this Valley of 
Tears to lead us to the Fulneſi of Foy, and 
to dignify the Faithful in the Preſence of 
God, and the Society and F riendſhip of 
Saints and A" 


3. Axo- 


188 


The Afflified comforted, 


SERM. 3. ANOTHER Obſervation from the 


X. Tranſaction in the Text, is the Folly of 


—Y Ydidtating to the Divine Wiſdom, or of pre- 


ſcribing to the Goodneſs of God the par- 
ticular Times and Seaſons of KAR 


ing his Promiſes, 


Wr are to petition, not demand: We 
are to live in Faith and Devotion, in hum- 
ble Dependence and Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will, without any Arrogance or 
Preſumption, any Aggra vation of the Mi- 
ſery of our Circumſtances, or proud Inſi- 
nuation of the Merits of our Sufferings. 

God is not flack concerning his Promiſes, 


48 ſome Men count Slackneſs; but all his 


Mercies as well as Judgments, his Diſpen- 
ſations of Grace as well as Works of Na- 


ture, are fix d, determin'd, and unaltera- 


ble. The Time indeed of fulfilling his 


| © Promiſes and executing his Deſigns may 


reſt in the Boſam of Infinite Wiſdom, 
and not be ſeated in the Courage or Strength 
of an Arm of Fleſh, or the Subtilty and 


Contrivance of the moſt ſagacious and art- 


Prov. avi. ful Politicians. The Lot is caſt into the 


33. 


Lap, but the Diſpoſal is of the Lord. No 
leſs Being than He, who knows the Frame 
| and 


* YyWw— FS 


} 
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and Neceflities of his Creatures, can fence 8 E RM. 


againſt Accidents, concert Meaſures, di- X. 
rect Means, and influence Cauſes, for the YY 
Honour of his Name, the Intereſt of the 
Conſtitution, and the Preſervation of the 
Univerſe. He fitteth between the Cheru- 

bims, be "the Earth never ſo unquiet, and 

with one omniſcient View orders what is 
preſent, and ſettles Futurity ; quelling the 
Raging of the Sea, the Fury of its Faves, 

and the Madneſs of the People. There is 
nothing intricate or perplex'd in his Wiſ- 

dom, nothing difficult or impracticable to 

his Power, Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf, O thou pt ti. 
Tyrant, that thou canſt do Miſchief, where- "+ * 

as the Goodneſs of God endureth yet daily? 

His Aſſiſtance is conſtantly adminiſter'd, 

and his Bounty is taſted every Minute, If 

there is any Difficulty in your Undertak- 

ings, any Weakneſs in your Hands, or any * 
Cramp in your Circumſtances z it is your th, lx. 2. 
Iniquities have ſeparated between you and 

your God, and your Sins that have hid his 

Face from you that he will not bear, The 
Failure of Promiſes is owing to yourſelves; 


the Suſpenſion of Mercies is the Fruit of 
Diſ- 


190 De Affifted comforted, &c. 
Ss xm. Diſobedience; and Judgment and Damna- | 
X. tion are the voluntary Products of your 
TY V headftrong Wills and ungovernable Af- 
fections. Amen. tp 19007 


Now to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 

' © Three Perſons'but One Eternal God, 

be "rendred and aſcribed all Might, 

Majeliy, Adoration, and Praiſe, both 
m and for evermore, Amen. 


The 


The Excellency and Ad- 
vantage of Friendſhip: 


In Two DISC OURSES, 
Preach'd in the Cathedral at Wells, 


„ 
— 


Prov. XVII. 17. 


4 Friend loveth at all times, and 
@ Brother is born for Adver ſity. 


A MONGST all the Honours andSr N. 


nent Diſtinctions and Advantages which it 
intitles its Profeſſors to, I think none of 
the leaſt to be the Civilizing of their Man- 
ners, and the Reſtoring of Human Nature 
to its primitive Uſe and Inſtitution. The 
Precepts of . Virtue are ſo agreeable to the 
true Intereſt of Mankind, and ſo admirably 
ks for the ö of the 


World 


191 


Privileges which Religion ſo de- XI 
ſervedly claims, and thoſe emiQ- 


192 
SERM. 
XI. 
ns, 


1 


De Excellincy and 
World and the Regulation of Societies, 
that if it were upon no other Account but 
our own temporal Happineſs, and the pro- 
moting of Self-Preſervation, the Dictates 


of common Senſe and Prudence would de. 


termine us to be religiaus. 
As Man was created in the 12, of 


God, and diſtinguiſh'd from the lower Part 


of the World by the Sovereignty of Bis 
Reaſon ; : ſo no Writer but Mr. Hobbs has 


made him an Enemy to his own Species, 


and introduced ſuch a Ferity into Human 
Nature as throws him upon a Level with 


Brutes. It is the Pleaſure as well as Per- 


fection of rational Beings, to form and 
contract Alliances, and to cultivate and 


improve ſuch Virtues as may be of gene- 
ral Uſe to Society. All our Happineſs in 
our relative Capacity conſiſts in the Ex- 
change and Intercourſe of good Offices be- 
tween Man and Man, and a Demeanour 
of ourſelves in ſuch a Manner as to be ſer- 


viceable in our Generations, and an Or- 
nament to that Community to which we 
belong. This End can never be obtain'd 
without the Exerciſe of Love and Charity, 
* Good- nature and univerſal Friendſhip ; i 
1 from 


„r 


Advantage of Friendſhip. 193 
from whence the reciprocal Duties of Joy S ERM. 
and Sorrow ariſe, and the various Turns XI. 

of a proſperous and adverſe Fortune ara 


duly managed. 


A Friend loveth at all times, and a Bro- 
ther is born for Adverfity. 

From theſe Words of Solomon I ſhall 
take Occaſion to do the Four following 
Things, | 


Firſt, To give ſome general Account of 
Friendſbip, and the Foundation upon 
which it is built. 


Secondly, To ſhew the Conſtancy and 
Duration of that Friendſbip, which 
is duly and religiouſly founded. 


Thirdly, To inſiſt more particularly upon 
thoſe Properties of Friendſbip which 
are conſpicuous in Adverjity. 


Fourthly, To draw ſuch Inferences from 


the Whole, as may be ſerviceable to 
the Duties of a Social Life. 


..;Yog IL. - O Firſt 


* 
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SE&RM, . 
XI. Bi Tux, J am to give ſome general 
Account of Friendſhip, and to fix the 
Foundation upon which it is to be regu- 
larly built, and conſtantly ſupported. 


FRIENDSHIP | is by. the Philoſopher, and 

thole who have wrote Compendiums of 

| . Ethics upon his Plan, defined to be that 

= mutual Benevolence, by which one Man 

= ſtudies to promote the Good of another, 

= | upon the Account of ſome Virtues which 

he ſappoſes reſident in him, and not upon 

the Score of any temporal Advantage or 

| Pleaſure which may redound to himſelf. 

By this Definition it appears, that Vir- 
tue only can be the Foundation of Friend- | 
ſhip, and that whatever the ancient Mo- | 
ralifls have comprehended under. the 
Names of Utile and Jucundum, (as they 
relate to the Boch and not the Mind) have 
no manner of Claim to the Offices of 
Friendſhip. I purpoſely confine Pleaſure 
and Profit to the Body and not to the Mind, 
that I may the better exclude them from 
Friendſhip, . becauſe there is an intellectual 
Delight and Utility, which flow from the 
Nate the Counſels, and Examples of 
| others: 


„ „ 1 . —_ 
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others: Upon a Proſpect of obtaining wh:ch, SE M. 

it is lawful for us to contra. and culti- XI. 

vate a greater Degree of Amity and Friend - 
ſhip... It is the Conſideration only of f- 
thy Lucre and carnal Pleaſure which muſt 
| be baniſh'd from the Mind of a Friend, 
f and, Religion. and Goodneſs which muſt 
t be ſubſtituted in their Places. Friend- 
1 ſhip, in ſhort, is nothing elſe but a Truſt, 
. a Depoſition of our moſt weighty Con- 
. cerns in the Breaſt of another, in Confi- 
n dence that he will manage, them. by the 
r ſtricteſt Rules of Honour and Juſtice, Vir- 
tue ſtipulates between the contracting Par- 

r ties; Virtue gives the ſtrongeſt Security to 

1 both Sides, and is the great Conſervator 
9 and Guarantee againſt the Invaſions and 
Attacks of Falſhood and Perfidiouſneſs. 
Tully, who has left us an exact and ela- 
borate Treatiſe de Amicitid, and Seneca, 
who diſcourſes very largely upon the ſame 
Subject in ſeveral Parts of his Morals, do 
both agree, that there can be no real 
Friendſhip contracted but amongſt good 
Men. Hoc primum ſentio, (ſays the firſt 
of theſe Authors) / in bonis amicitiam 


De Amicitis, Ed. Gron. p. 4127. | 
ers: | 1 _ eſſe 


The Hedley: max 


52 RM. efſe non n poſſe. And the other tells us, 


XI. „That in the firſt Place our Friendſhip 
WI 


* ſhould be virtuous; for Vice is conta- 
<< gious, and there is no truſting of the 
“% Sound and the Sick together. That 
Friendſhip, where Men's Affections are 
cemented by an equal and a common 
« Love of Goodneſs, is not to be extir- 
<« pated by a private Intereſt, nor ſubject 


_ « to a Diſſolution from Hope and Fear.“ 


So far theſe two celebrated Writers a- 
gree, but in-other Things they differ ac- 


, cording to the various Opinions of thoſe 
Philoſophic Sects, of which they profeſs 


themſelves - Diſciples. Seneca, proceeding 
upon the Notion of the Storcs, requires ſo 
much the perfecting of his good Man, as 


renders Friendſhip a very impracticable 


Virtue in this Life: But the Roman Ora- 
tor abates of this pedantic Rigour, and puts 
in a Caveat againſt ſuch over-ſtrain'd and 


high-flown Theories, as being no ways 


ſerviceable to Mankind, although perhaps 


in a ſtrict Senſe they might be true. Speak- 
ing of the Stic upon this very Point, he 


Seneca Of a happy Life, Ch. 18. Pag. 275. 
| 1 ays, 
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ſays, * Qui hac ſubtilius diſſerunt, fortaſſes SERM, 
ver, ſed ad communem utilitatem parum 3 XI. 
Negant enim quenquam virum bonum eſſe, . 
nfs ſapientem; ſed eam ſapientiam interpre- 
tantur, quam adbuc mortalis nemo eſt conje- 
cutus: Nos autem ea que ſunt in uſu, vi- 
taque' communi, non ea que finguntur, aut 
optantur, ſpectare debemus. 

Uro this Suppoſition he has . 
to his Anceſtors of the Næmiſh Natiop, and 
reckons C. Fabritius and M. Curius very 
well to have deſerv'd the Character of good 
Men; and by Conſequence to be qualified 
| by their Virtues for the Exerciſe and Diſ- 
charge of Friendſhip. Qui ita je gerunt, 
ita vivunt, (ſays he)+ ** Thoſe whoſe Be- 
« haviour and Life is ſuch, that their 
« Faith, Integrity, Equality, and Libe- 


s << rality have been ſufficiently approv'd of, 
ts 3 * 

* De Amicit. p. 4127. 
d + Qui ita ſe gerunt, ita vivunt, ut eorum probetur fi- 
7 des, integritas, zqualitas, liberalitas; nec fit in illis ulla 
8 * cupiditas, vel libido, vel audacia, ſintque magna conſtantia, 
i ut ii fuerunt, modo quos nominavi: Hos viros bonos, ut 


habiti ſunt, fic etiam appellandos putemus, quia lequuntur, 
he (quantum homines poſſunt) naturam, optimam bene vi- 
vendi ducem. Tull. De Anicit. Edit, Gron. p. 4117, 
4118, 


O 3 © and 


} | | 
— * 4 8 
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The Excellency ' and 
| . i F4 : 


S ERM.“ and were never tax'd for Covetouſneſs, 


*'Luſt, or Impudence; but have that 


. Firmneſs and Conſtancy of Mind which 
the fore- mentioned Perſonages were 
e eminent for: Theſe, (I ſay,) as they 


* have always been reputed good Men, 
* ſo I think it a Piece of Injuſtice to de- 

e prive them of that Character; becauſe 
they follow (as much as the Infirmities 
of Fleſn and Blood will permit) the 
e ſincere Dictates of unprejudic'd Na- 
ture, which has been always reputed 
*© the beſt Guide and CordyQrels of a 
„ good Life.“ 

THESE Quotations make it ſufficiently 
appear, what Sort of Perſons the wiſeſt 


Moraliſis thought fit to dignify with the 
Name of Friends, and in what Senſe they 
pronounc'd Virtue alone eſſential to Friend - 


ſhip: And to all theſe we may add the 
general Tendency of Reveal d Religion to 
promote that univerſal Love and Charity, 
of which Friendſhip is the Perfection; 


and the great Power and Efficacy of Grace 


in purifying and refining the Corruptions 


2 Nature, that the Soul may be diſpos'd 


itn 


A - 


T 
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; 
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to all the generous and publick-ſpirited 8 75 


Offices of mutual Society. 


Secondly, I AM to ſhew you the Con- 
ſtancy and Duration of that Friendſhip . 


which is duly and religiouſly founded; 4 


Friend loveth at all Times : He looks upon 
Mankind as his Brethren, and thinks thoſe 
who deſerve his Favours ought not to be 
diſcarded in any Condition of Life. 

In their Dutb, he gives them -whole- 
ſome Advice and Inſtruction ; is ſolicitous 
for their regular Education; and zealous 
to put them into the Method of the 
World, and the uſeful Wann of 
Men and Buſineſs. 

Ix their Manbood, he labours for their 
more perfect Settlement and Proſperity, 
and defends their Reputations from the 
Obloquy and Detraction of a malicious 
World. 

In their old Age, he cheriſhes their 7" 
ſons, and pities their Infirmities, and is 
duly affected with every Turn and Revo- 
lution which their Fortunes have taken in 
the different * of their precedent 


Life. 


O0 4 Now 


CE 


The Extellency. and 
Now all this Zeal and Alacrity, all 
"this Conſtancy and Perſeverance in a 


Friend, is entirely owing to his Virtues. 


Without ſuch a Foundation, the Preten- 
ſions to Friendſhip would be as various 
and diſſonant as Men's Faces, as giddy 
and deſultory as their Tempers: There 
would be nothing ſolid to raiſe the Super- 


ſtructure upon, nothing laſting to bind and 


compact the Building together, 

IT is plain that all worldly Goods are 
not ſo abſolutely in our Power, that we 
may keep them as long as we pleaſe ; but 
they are in a perpetual Flux and Motion, 
2nd love to change Proprietors and to ſerve 
new Maſters, and upon every little Diſ- 
guſt or trivial Accident to make themſelves 
Wings and fly away: But Virtue is ſtable 
and permanent; a Fence againſt the Shocks 
of Fortune, and the Injuries of Times; 
and ſuch a Poſſeſſion as a Man may pro- 
perly, at all Seaſons and in all Countries, 
call his own. 

Wnoxvkx forms his Friendſhips apon 
this virtuous Plan, is like that 2 Archi- 


Matt. vii. tect mention'd by our Saviour, who built 
20, 27+ bis Hou ue upon a Rock; and the Rain de- 
ſcended, 


ſandy Bottom might have ſwallow d up the 


Advantage of Friendſhip. 
ended, and the Floods came, and the WindsS's N M. 
blew. upon that Houſe, and it fell not. A XI. 


Edifice; but an impenetrable Rock: ſu- 
ſtain d the Weight of the Building, and 
defied the Malice of Storms and Tem- 
peſts. t Stag 4 Lene 

faithful Friend is the ſame frong and 


impr egnable Defe ence; and he that hathEcclus. vi. 
found ſuch an one, bath found a Treaſure. 15 * | 


Nothing doth countervail a faithful Friend, 
and his Excellency is unvaluable. A faith- 


ful Friend is the Medicine of Life, and they 


that fear the Lord ſhall find him. Whoſo 


feareth the Lord ſhall direct bis Friendſhip 


aright : For as he is, ſo ſhall his Neighbour , 
be alſo. | | 12 21 | 
Now this, this is the Friend, who' loveth 
at all Times; who is uniform and regular 
in his Proceedings, and who is conſtantly 
actuated by the ſame Principles of Gene- 
roſity and Benevolence. | | 
Tunis is the Friend, whoſe Affections 
admit of no Impediment or Interruption ; 
whoſe good Offices know no Wearineſs or 
Ceſſation 3 whoſe Soul is united and tranſ- 
fus'd into my own, and * whoſe, Perſan, 
„ in 


5 


> td 


" SmRM.* in the Language of Seneca, is dearer to 


XI. <« me'than myſelf, and for the Saving of 
YY'< whoſe Life 1 would gladly _ down 
my own.” * 
Tunis is ſuch an Exaltation of baue 
Nature, ſuch a ſeraphic Exchange of re- 
ciprocal Duties, as muſt introduce an Hea- 
ven upon Earth, and make the militant 
Members of Mount Sion reſemble the tri- 
Heb F umphant Society of Angels, and the gene- 
725 23. ral Aſſembly of the n in the NG 
dom of Gr. 
On! would but all, ado name the Name 
of Chriſt, conſider the Obligations of their 
holy Profeflion, and the Duties laid upon 
them by the Founder of their Religion 
Would they but duly weigh the friendly 
Parts they are to act here, to qualify and 
diſpoſe them for Life and Immortality 
bereafter! All our Chriſtian Daties centre 
in Friendſhip, and the ſeveral Vices which 
are prohibited by the Goſpel are Enemies 
to Society, and deſtructive of our per- 
ſonal Intereſt, Religion conſiders · our 
ae in the ſame FER wich our- 


| e Of ie ij, Ch. 18. Pag. pa 
x ſelves, 


no 


— ooo 
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to || ſelves, and has order'd his Intereſt to be SE RM, 
of {| proſecuted with the ſame Zeal and Af- XI. 
n | fetion as our own. Love as Brethren, U- 

Inte as Friend: Be pitiful, be courteous: Be 
able, be condeſcending : Act as Members 
one of another; and by your joint Ser- 
ces promote the common Intereſt of te 
it Head, and preſerve a due Circulation be- 
- Of tween the ſeveral Parts of the Body. 
— Grieve not the holy Spirit of God Offer 
30 Violence to that loving Principle, 
hereby we are united in the Bonds of 
ec | Amity, and ſealed unto the Day of Re- 
r I demption. Let Reaſon be ſpiritualiz'd by | 
n Grace, and Love ennobled by Friendſhip. 
Let the Gyfel of Peare reign plentifully in 
our Hearts; and the forgiving Precepts of it 
! be conſpicuous in our Actions. Let all Bit- 
| zerneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, 
: and Evil-ſpeaking be put away from you, 
| with all Malice, Theſe are ſour Ingredients 
; of Sin, which vitiate the whole Compo- 
| fition of ſpiritual Doctrines, and bring the 
Rigours of a relentleſs and vindiftive Law 
upon the mild and forgiving lebers oath of 
te "_ 


But 
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«This ae 3 
But ye baue not thus learu d Gren nor are 


ye authoriz d at this rough and untractable 


Manner to, practiſe Chriſtianity. The Go/- 
fel puts on another Dreſs, and is remark- 


able for a different Set of Principles, and 


glories in the Products of more amiable 


Erk. v. i. Practices. Be ye, therefore, Followers. of 


2 | 
* 
yy 


God, at dear Children; and walk in Love, 


48 Cbriſt hath alſe loved us, and given bim- 


Ch. iv.52./elf for us: And be ye kind one to another, 


 fender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 


as Gad for Cbriſt's Sake hath forgiven you. 
Upon theſe two Principles, our Hopes and 


Fears are happily. turn'd ; the Comforts of 


this Life, and the Expectations of a better 
are ſecurely founded. The Example of 
God the Father, and the dying Words of 


his loving and beloved Son, ſhould be al- 
ways fix d in our Memories, always exem- 


"IAA plary and reſplendent in our Lives: This 


12, 13. 


is my Commandment, That ye love one an- 
ether, as 1 have loved you, Greater Love 


_ bath no Man than this, that a Man lay down 


his Life for bis Friend. This is the Top 
and Eminence of Love: This i is the Glory 
and Perfection of the moſt heroic Friend- 


Ver. 14. 4 Ye are my Diſciples, and my Friends, 


if 
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if ye diſtinguiſh yourſelves in my Service, SE RM, 
and do whatſoever I command you. Hence- XI. 


forth I call you not Servants; for the Ser- Verb ig 


vant knoweth not what his Lord doth: But 
J have called you Friends ; for all Things 
that I have heard of my Father, I have 
made known unto you. | 


Now God grant to us all ſuch a due 
Exerciſe and Improvement of a religious 
Friendſhip upon Earth, as may diſpoſe 
and qualify us for the more refin'd and 
exalted Converſation of Saints and Angels, 
in the Preſence of the Holy and Undi- 
vided Trinity, to all Eternity. Amen, 


Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that the Words, &c. 


The Peace of God, &c. 


The Excellency and Ad- 
vantage of Friendſhip. 


i * 


». 


Pov. XVII. 17. 
A Friend loveth at all times, and 
4 Brother is born for x 


ROM the Words of Solomon ISzrM, 


propos d in my laſt Diſcourſe to XII. 
do four Things. YN 


hs rd To give fome PS Account 
of Friendſhip, and the Foundation 
upon which it is built. | | 


Secondh, To ſhew the Conſtancy and 


Duration of that Friendſhip, which 
js duly and religiouſly founded. 


| Thirdly, 
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 SERM, 
XII, Third) e :nfiſt more particularly 


upon thoſe Properties of F riendſhip 


which are * in Adrerfity. 
4 4 A : 5 
urch, To draw ſuch Inferetices from 
the Whole, as may be ſerviceable to 
the Duties of a ſocial Life. | 


Tre fuo former of theſe Particulars 


have been already inſiſted upon, and the 


tuo latter are to be the Inge: of. this 


Morning $ Diſcourſe. 


N *Thirdy, I muſt beg Coe & be little 
more exact in the Specification of the 
good Offices of Friendſhip," in the Time 


of Diſtreſs and Need; a Brother is born 


for Adverſity. 


I $KALL not, in this Place, take the 


| Word Brother in ſuch a reſtrain'd and 


7 


ſtrict Senſe, as we commonly uſe it in our 
vulgar Tongue; but extend it to that ge- 
neral Relation we bear to one another by 
the Ties of Humanity, and thoſe parti- 
cular Endearments we have contracted by 
Friendſhip. A Brother then, in the latter 
Part of the Text, I take to be no more 
than 


: 
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than a ſynonymous Term for a Friend, and 8 I : 7 


his Kindneſs in Adverſity to be only a par- 


ticular Exemplification of the other's Love 


at all Times. 


Tae RE is no great Difficulty of enjoy- 


ing Friends enough in the Time of Wealth 
and Promotion ; but the great and only 
Trial is, when the Winds ſhift, and a 
Man's Circumſtances are reduced to a low 


Ebb. For a Friend cannot be known: in Pro- 8 


ſperity, and an Enemy cannot be hidden in 
Adverſity. In the Proſperity of a Man, 
Enemies will be grieved : But in Adverſity, 
even a Friend will depart. 


TERRE are a Generation of Men ad 


gock about a ſplendid Fortune, as Doves 
reſort to a whited Houſe : They are al- 


ways very courtly with their Tongues, and 


fawning in their Addreſs; pliant in their 


Bodies, and obſequious in their Actions: 
And one would think by their outward 
Geſtures, that they had an inward Vene- 
ration for the Perſon, and a real Concern 


for the Intereſt of him they are thus at- 


tendant upon. But the Time does not 


yet offer for the Ae their Preten- 
ing of Truth 


ſions, and the diſtingui 
Vol, I. | P from 
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* from a Counterfeit. The Storms muſt a- 


L riſe and the | Floods deſcend; to try the 
Courage and Reſolution of the Mariners. 


3. And let me ſee the Man who owns a de- 


ſerving Perſon under a Cloud, and. dares 
ſolicit his Intereſt when Tyrants re- 
ſent and partial Judges ſtorm, and I will 
readily n Rim the Character of 2 
1 riend. , 


a Deus intonuit non ſe ſubducere nimbo; 
* Ahe eft pietas, id ſocialis amor. 
Ovid, 


” Hownvzn, Expatvons, convinces us, 
that ſuch Men there are to be found; ſuch 
' Brethren and Friends, who' are born for Ad- 
=P _  verkty,and are willing to act all thoſe ami- 


8 7 wy Wk them to: For, 
| 1 Tu 1 are 1 to thei 
I Friends in their Sufferingss. 
Ao Tux are a, 10 them d in their 
Prayers 8 


3. Aang to therm id their Cb. 
4. Liberal 5 en with their KA 


5. For- 


cable Parts which either Religion or Hu- | 


Alan of Friendfbip. 21% 

5. Forward in the Solicitation of others SERM, 
upon their Account. XII. 

— 


1. Tue, a Friend is compaſſionate to 
a Sufferer in his Diſtreſſes. 

Tux RE is ſuch a Sympathy and Fel- 
low- feeling between Friends, that all their 
Griefs are transferr d into each other's 
Breaſts, and make a mutual Impreſſion 
upon both their Minds. The Union of 
Affection has cemented their Intereſts; and 


tied the Knot ſo faſt and ſure, that no- 


thing but Death can break or diflolve it. 
When Misfortunes light upon a Friend, 


he is always certain of ſomebody to bear 


Part of the Burden, and in all bis A 


fickions to be ſincerely afflifed. ' For Love 


will run with a ſtrange Biaſs to the ſuf- 
fering Side, and Men that have not di- 
veſted themſelves of Humanity will be 
compaſſionate - to ſuch as they find in like 
Caſes to have been merciful to them: For 
here Gratitude ſtrikes in with the natural 


Principles of Pity, and the Generoſity of 
the Sufferer moves, with a ſurprizing 


Quickneſs, the Bowels of a Friend. 


FA Tue 


i 4 
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SexM. Tu mottifying Reproofs which. Job 


XII. receiv'd from his three Friends were with- 


www 


out Doubt an Addition to his Pain, and 
(conſidering the Principles of Love, and 


the ſpecious Pretence of an amicable Vi- 


ſit,) might very well juſtify him in thoſe 


angry and ſarcaſtical Expreſſions which he 


Job avi. 


2, 20, 
Ch. vi. 
15, 16, 
17. 


threw out againſt them. Miſerable Comfor. 
ters gre ye all. My Friends ſcorn me : My 
Brethren haus dealt deceitfully as a Brook'; and 
as the Stream of Brooks they paſs away : 
Which are blackiſh by Reaſon of the Ice, and 


- wherein the Snow is lud: What Time they 


wax warm, they vaniſh: When it is bot, 


- they are conſumed out of their Place. 


Tu Is great Perſon was furthermore ſo 
ſenſible, that Upbraidings and Reproaches 
were ſo contrary to the courteous Deport- 


ment of Friendſhip, that he handſomely 
turns the Argument upon his three Viſi- 


tants, and ſhews how bitterly, according 
to their Way of arguing, he might retort 


upon them, if they labour'd under the 
ſame Affliction with himſelf: But withal, 


he ſuggeſts how rude and prepoſterous ſuch 


Treatment would be, and how barbarous 
and * to all the Obligations of Love 
and 
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and Amity: 1 alſo could ſpeak as you db. S E N N. 
If your Soul were in my Soul s Head, I could XII. 


heap up Words againſt you, and ſhake my — 


Head at you, But I would frengthen you 5: 
with my Mouth, and the moving of my Lips. 
ſhould aſſwage your Grief : 1 would ſooth 


the Raging of your Paſſions, and ſtroke 
down your Wounds with Gentleneſs: I 
would not ſuffer my Lips to exaſperate 


your Indignation, or ſharp Words to pro- 


voke you to Repriſals. For to him that 
is ſick Medicines ſhould be reach 'd out 
from the Phyſician, and to him that is af- 


flicted Fig ſhoyld be ſhewed from his Friend, 
Mea in Health and Proſperity have com- 


monly the Power of aſſiſting themſelves, 


and don't ſtand ſo much in Need of Sup- 
port from others: But when our Enemies Ver. . 
gnaſh with their Teeth and ſharpen their 


Eyes upon us, and have gaped upon us with 
their Mouth, and ſmitten us upon the Cheek 
reproachfully, and have gather'd themſelves 
together againſt us; then for our Friends ta 


ſtand afar off, and our Acquaintance to hide 
themſeFves from us, and no relenting Ear 


to commiſerate our Pains, no charitable 
Hand to be mov'd to our Aſſiſt ince, is 


F'3 cer- 


* 
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SERM. certainly what can be never forgotten up- 
XII. on the Score of Friendſhip, what can 
— never excus d upon the Principles of 
Humanity.——But, 

3 Firn is generous in his 
Prayers for the Afflicted: A Generoſity 
which muſt avail much at the Throne of 

Grace, if it be an Advantage to Devotion, 
to be conceiv'd in Love, to be offer'd up 
with Teal, and proſecuted with Ardor and 
Frequency. Heaven ſeems to be attack'd 

by the holy Importunity of the Petitioner, 
and Zo be taken by a religious Storm and 

Violence in the Behalf of our Friend. 

Tuus Abraham courteouſly intercedes 
for Sodom and Gomorrba, and had obtain'd 
the Suſpenſion of a whole Nation's Ruin, 

OE if ten righteous Perſons could have been found 
in it. The Intreaties of Moſes were pre- 
„ valent with God for his beloved Country- 
men; and in the very Height of the Di- 
vine Indignation, and in the Midſt of the 
Ravage and Devaſtation of a peſtilential 
Death, Phineas flood up, and prayed, and 
jo the Plague ceaſed, The Prophets brought 
down Bleſſings upon thoſe diſtreſs'd Na- 

| tions 
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tions where they liv'd, and the Apoſtles 8 x RM. 
engag d the Providence and Protection of XII. 
Heaven in Favour of the Militant and Por 
ſecuted Church upon Earth. | 
| . ANOTHER Advantage of having 
e <5 Adverſity, is the Counſel 
and Advice which he is capable of giving 
us. | 

TRrouBLE is apt ſo much to cloud the 

Underſtanding, and depreſs the Spirits, that 
a Man cannot be ſuppos'd to have the 
ſame Heart and Vigour in the Manage- 
ment of his Affairs, as if he were never 
attack'd by any Diſaſters. He wants 
Time to think, Confideration to contrive, 
and Power to execute what may be ſere 
viceable to his real Intereſt, His Mind 
is ſo much taken up in the Contemplation 
of his preſent Miſery, and ſo intent upon 
the Burden which his Shoulders ſuſtain, 

that it cannot eafily throw its Thoughts 
from its wretched Self, or project Schemes 
for foreign Aſſiſtance: The Depreſſion is 
perpetually at Hand, and the Cure repre- 
ſented at a Diſtance: The melancholy 
Scene is always before his Eyes, and the 
P 4 hang- 
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SRM. hanging Clouds are fancied to porten ; 
XII. ſome freſh Calamity. _ 
. Now to a Perſon under ſuch unhappy 1 
RE Circumſtances, how grateful | is the Coun- 
tenance, how goodly is the Advice of a 
diſintereſted Friend? His very Preſence 
diſſipates Darkneſs, and brings Light and W | 
Chearfulneſs to the gloomy Soul : His Ar- a 
guments free the Underſtanding from its | 
preſent Perplexity, and his Moderation | 
calms and ſooths the Ragings of ruffled 
_ and. boiſterous Paſſions. The Motives to | 
Acquieſcence and Contentment have a | 
double Force, when they proceed from 
his Mouth, and the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
Vvidence have all the Reaſon and Plain- 
neſs on their Side, when they are incul- 
1 cated by the winning Rhetoric of his 
4x powerful Tongue, 
4. A FRIEND is bountiful with his 
Purſe to bis Brethren in Adverſity. | 
THERE is nothing which can be too 
great and coſtly for a Friend; fiothing 
which requires Pains or demands Ex- 
pence, but is willingly undertaken, and 
gladly darkened to, upon his Account. 
The 
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The Heart is open, and the Hand is liberal; S E RNM. 
the Table is free, and the Houſe com- XII. 
mon; the Acceſs is eaſy, and the Audi- 2 
ence favourable. There are no Officers 5 
to be brib'd for Admiſſion, nor any un- 
derhand Dealing to ſtrengthen our Intereſt; 
no tedious Formalities to be adjuſted be- 
fore our Entrance, nor any lingring Ex- 
cuſes to weary our Patience, or protract 
our Relief. | 

Wuar St. Luke tells us of the primi- Ads iv. 
tive Chriſtians having all Things in common, 3. 
ſeems, in ſome Senſe, to be ſtill verified 
in the . Intercourſe and Familiarity be- 
tween Friends. For though the Poſſe//ions 
are not always ſold, and the Titles tranſ= * 
ferr'd, and the Prices of Lands and Houſes ' 
bank'd up in the Church; yet the annual 
Revenue ſeems reſerved for the Faithful, 
and the Owners and Occupiers are but 
Stewards and Truſtees for their Friends, 

5. Tus laſt Office that I ſhall men- 
tion of Friendſhip, is the Solicitation of 
others in the Behalf of the Diſtreſs'd. 

IT may ſo happen that a Man may not 
be in a Capacity of doing all the Good. 
in his own Perſon, which Reaſon and Ne- 

| ceſſity 


— 
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SERM. ceſſity may require to be done. The 
XII. Mind may be willing, but the Circum- 
ſtances ftreightned ; the Inheritance may 


gry Bellies have — the Generoſity 


be ſmall, and the Occaſions of our own 


Family great; and in ſuch Caſes Appli- 


cation is to be made to Perſons of more 
plentiful Fortunes, and Friendſhip is to 
diſcover herſelf by the Warmth and Vi- 
gour of her Addreſſes, What wonderful 
Effects have been produced by this Me- 
thod, is evident to every one who looks 
upon the Hoſpitals and Schools, upon the 


Foundations and Endowments of Chriſtendom ; 


ſome of which have been undertaken by 
the Perſuaſion, and others proſecuted by 
the Importunity of Friends. Nay, even 


in theſe degenerate Days of Chriſtianity, 


a ſeaſonable and affectionate Application 
has frequently triumph'd over the rugged 
Diſpoſition of a cruel Man, and extorted 
an Alms from the Niggardly and Stingy. 
The Priſoner has been reſcued, and the 
Stranger relieved, by the erg Aeon of 


Friends: Sums have been raiſed for the 


Redemption of Captives, and Funds pro- 
vided for Widows and Orphans: The hun- 


of 
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of their Benefactors, and the Loins of the 8E RM. 
Naked bleſs d the 2 of their friendly XII. 
Advocates.—— mT. 9 
"'HavinG thus purſued the good Offices 
of Friendſhip through the moſt material 
Inſtanees of Diſtreſs and Miſery, it _ _ 
not be 1 improper, in the 2 | | ſ 


Fourth and laſt Place, To cloſe up this | 
Diſcourſe with ſuch Cautions and Dire- I 
ctions, as may be ſerviceable to both thoſe h 
whoſe Circumſtances need, and whoſe Sta- l 
tions are in a Capacity of making Friends. l 

1. Trnoss who need Friends, ſhould en- 
deavour to poſſeſs ſuch Virtues as are ne- 
ceſſary to procure them: Let them be juſt 
in their Dealings, and punctual in their 
Promiſes; ſincere in their Hearts, and 
faithful with their Lips; courteous in their 
Expreſſions, and true to their Engage- 
ments; candid in their Judgments, and 
ſubmiſſive in their Deportment. 

Wu theſe Qualifications are once ſe- 
cur'd, the moſt indigent and forlorn may 
reſt ſatisfied, that their Deſerts will in due 
Time extricate and free them from Trou- 
bles. Virtue will recommend you to the 

Pro- 
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SE RM.Proteftion of God and the Favour of Men, 
XII. and intitle you to the Promiſes . of this 
YM World, and the Happineſs f that which is 
to come. It will engage the good Provi- 

dence of Heaven on your Side, and raiſe 
you up Friends where you leaſt expected 
them. God himſelf is the principal Per- 
ſon, whoſe Friendſhip you are in the firſt 
Place to deſire; and if he eſpouſes your 
Intereſt, you need not fear, but that by his 
Power and Mercy he will turn the Hearts 
of others towards you. If he ſhould not 
think fit to employ ſubordinate Agents in 
pour Fayour, he is ſufficient of himſelf 
to give you the moſt proper and comfort- 
able Aſſiſtances. When your neareſt Re- 
lations diſcard you, and your very Father 
and Mother. forſake you, the Lord will 
gather you under his Wings, and defend 
you under his Feathers, He will aſſert 
your Cauſe, protect your Perſons, relieve 
your Diſtreſſes, ſupply your Wants, and 
diſſipate your Fears. | 
2, A FARTHER Conſequence of a vir- 
tuous Behaviour for the procuring of 
Friendſhip, is the Avoidance of all thoſe 
Vices which are hurtful to Society, and 


apt 
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apt to deſtroy good Neighbourhood and 8E NN. 
Familiarity amongſt Men; ſuch as are XII. 
Envy, Malice, Hatred, Variance, Wrath, Y 
Detrattion, Whiſpering, Pride, Self-love, 

and Coverouſneſs, Whoever cheriſhes any 

of this Brood of Vices, will never be at 

Reſt in his own Mind, or at Amity and 
Concord with the People where he lives: 

But he will be ſuſpicious of one, preju- 
diced againſt another, and revengeful to a 


third; and, by a perpetual Engagement in 


Broils and Contentions, carry on the In- 
tereſt of Satan, and introduce an Hell 
upon Earth. Solomon tells us, that à Whiſc Prov. xvi, 
perer ſeparateth chief Friend, and that the cn —_ 
Words F a Tale-bearer are as Wounds which 20. 
go down into the innermoſt Part of the Belly: 
And the Moſaic Law has ſtrictly forbid- 
den all Spreaders of falſe Reports, and Car- — . 
riers of Stories from going up and down a- Lev. xix 
nungſt the People. If greater Care were '*: 
taken of ſuch virulent and ſcandalous In- 
cendiaries, and every one would be quiet 
and fludy to do his own Buſineſs, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee Amity and good Neighbourhood 
revive, and all the Chriſtian Virtues of 
Condeſcenſion, Meekneſs, and Forbear- 
| ance 
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Sz RM. ance flouriſh i in our Streets, and make the 
XII. Inhabitants of this Land the Joy of the 
abel Earth, and the ng Care of an 
N fr God, 5 
3. To ſuch whoſe Stations may com- 
mand Friends, I would urge the Baſeneſs 
and Ingratitude of relinquiſhing or giving 
. up a deſerving Man, at a Segen when he 
| ſtands moſt in Need of Favour. For this 
2 
| 


Az 


would be to contradict the End of Friend - 
ſhip,” which is always aiming at what is 
good, always active in the Time of Ad- 
| - verſity, Merit has a natural Right to our 
| Etſteem and Countenance; and whoever 
| oppoſes or diſregards it, is a Rohber and 
a Murderer; a Traitor to his own Reaſon, 
| r 
| the Poſt that he fills. | 
| | WiIrn what nden; doth every 
lo indifferent Reader of the Bible look upon 
4 that chief Butler, who remember d not Je 
ſeph, but forgot bim; who in the Height of 
his Promotion was unmindful of the H- 
terpreter of his Dreams, and, in the midſt 
of the Grandeur and Affluence of a Court, 
had no Thought of his ſuffering Friend 
ma Dungeon? 
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Tux very Scribes and Phariſees knewSE KM. 
how to do good to thoſe who had-oblig'd XII. 
them, and by all ſuitable Offices of R- 
ſpect to teſtify their Gratitude to their Be- 
nefactors: And if the Righteouſneſs which 
muſt qualify us for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
ought to exceed the Righteouſneſs of thoſe. 
formal Hypocrites, certainly the Object of 
our Friendſhip ſhould be enlarg'd, and 
wherever we find Learning in Diſtreſs, or 
Religion under a Cloud, our Zeal ſhould 
exert in Proportion to the Occaſion, and 
our Charity keep Pace with the Neceſ- 
ſities of our deſerving Brethren. - 

4. Ir is requiſite to Society that da- 
tion be us d in the Choice of our Friends. 
For as the Truſt is great which we de- 
pofit in the Breaſt of others, fo the Want 
of Faithfulneſs and Sincerity in our Con- 
fidents may expoſe us to Diſgrace, and 
load us with. irreparable Damages. A falſe 
Friend fpeaketh ſiveetly with his Lips, but Ecelus ii, 
in bis Heart he imagineth how to throw thee ” 155 
into a Pit. For a while he will abide with 
thee ; but if thou begin to fall he will not 
tarry. If thou be for his Profit, he will Ch. wi. 
uſe thee ; but if thou have nothing, he will» 5 6: 


For- 
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SERM, forſake thee. I thou have any Thing, he 


XII. 


will live with tbee Na, he will make thee 


WY pare, and will not be ſorry for it. If he 


have need of thee, he will decerve thee, and 


| — xxvũ. nile upon thee, and put thee in Hope. When 


. ch. ail. 


- thou art preſent, be will ſpeak ſmoothly, 


and will admire thy Words : But at the laſt 
he will writhe his Mouth, and flander thy 
Sayings. He will ſhake his Head, and clap 
his Hands, and whiſper Ry and N 
his Countenance, © 

WuarT. Artifice is here dilplay d in 


\ entring into the Secrets of the Open and 
Unguarded? What Triumph in the Ruin. 


of an eaſy and thoughtleſs Neighbour? 
And ſhould not then Prudence interpoſe, 
and ſufficient Care be us d for the Pre- 
vention of ſuch an Evil? Should not Men's 
Words be ponder'd, their Forwardneſs 
queſtion'd,” their Officiouſneſs ſuſpected, 


and their Flattery contemn'd, for fear of 


falling into the Hands of Knaves and 
Praitors, and ſacrificing both our Lives 


and Fortunes by Indiſcretion and Cre- 


dulity? 


5600 and laſtly, As Caution is to be firſt 


us'd in the Choice of Friends, ſo Conſtancy 


18 
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is to be applied for the keeping of them Sx x N. 
when well choſen. Time adds Strength XII. 
and Maturity to Friendſhip; Trial and 
Experience tie the Knot in an indiſſolu- 
ble Manner. Friendſhip is too ſacred a 
Thing to be eaſily violated, too uſeful to 
the ſeveral contracting Perſons to be bro- 
ken upon every Diſguſt or Humour. Be 
ſure firſt of the Morals of your Friend, 
and then let not the Infirmities of his Na- 
ture, or the Reports of a diſguſted World, 
deprive you of ſo valuable a Bleſſing. 
Change not a Friend for any Good; neither Reclus.vii, 
a faithful Brother for the Gold of Ophir :**: 
Forfſake nat an old Friend, for the neu is not ch ix. 16) 
comparable to him: A new Friend is as new : 
Nine; when it is old, thou ſhalt drink it 
with Pleaſure, 

A Discovery of Falſhood will juſtify 
a Shyneſs to thoſe with whom we have 
been open and communicative ; and the 
betraying of Secrets is what the Son of Si- 
rach can't bear in @ Friend. In other 
Cafes he adviſes us to proceed with Can- 
dor, and to make Trial of all amicable 
| Means before the Breach is widen'd, and 
the Rupture becomes incurable. Admo- 


Vol.. II. fy niſh 
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SER M. ib a Friend; perhaps he has not done it, 
XII. JH if be has done it, that be do it not again : 
Beclus, Lela. Admoniſh a Fri end, perhaps he has not ſaid 
Hh ur. 13, it, and if be bas ſaid it, that he 10 it not 


N 


few God grant to us all ſuch Pru- 
dence and Circumſpection in the con- 
tracting of Friendſhip, as may ſecure our 
Peace in this World, and promote our 
Happineſs in another ; ſo that when we 
depart hence, we may be qualified for the 
Society of Saints and Angels, and admit- 
ted into the Preſence of our God and Sa- 
viour, in the Kingdom of Glory. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, &c. 
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Two SERMONS preach'd in 
Bath. 


Prov. III. 5, 6. 
Truft in the Lord with all thine 


Heart; and lean not to thine 
own Underftanding. 

In all thy Ways acknowledge him, 
and he ſhall direct thy Paths. . 


| 8 Man, by the Frame of his Na- SE RM. 
A ture, and the Poſition of his XIII. 

Circumſtances, is a very eg 
rious and dependent Being; ſo it is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for his Support in this 
| 22 World 5 


| 
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Of Truſt and Affance in God. 
World, as well as his Proviſion for an- 
other, to call in the Aſſiſtance of Provi- 


- * © dence, and act by the Guidance and Di- 
rection of an over-ruling Power, 


He that made us knows our Conſtitution, 
and the proper Methods of preſerving it: 
And he has given us Reaſon to look up 
arid applaud our Creator, and has enter'd 


into-freſh Covenants and Promiſes for the 


Safe-guard and Protection of his Crea- 
tures. All the Works of Nature are Te- 
ſtifications of his Goodneſs; and the re- 


gular Order and daily Diſpoſal of them 


Pl. viii, 1. 


ſhew Man to be the favourite of Heaven, 
the Subject of Providence, and the Lord 
of the Univerſe, 

Gop's Name is excellent in all the Earth, 
and his Glory is above the Heavens: But Man 
has he conſtituted his Deputy and Vice- 
gerent, and given him the Government 
and Enjoyment of the Creatures, for the 


Support of his Dignity and the Preſerva- 


pl. viii. f. tion of his Being, His Station is @ little 


Ver. 6. 7, Glory and Honour, Thou makeft him to 


lower than the Angels, and his Crown is 


have Dominion of the Works of thy Hands; 
and thou haſt put all Things in Subjection 


under 


©. © = . qa aq, . — i = 
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under his Feet ; all Sheep and Oxen; yea, SE RM, 
and the Beaſts of the Field; the Fouls of XIII. 
the Air, and the Fiſhes of the Sea; and Y 
what/oever walketh through the Paths of the 
Sea. | 

And now, O lordly Man, What doth thy 
God require of thee ? What, but to act a- 
greeably to thy Nature, ſuitably to thy 
Dependence, and humbly to thy Bene- 
factor. Do not afſume too much to thy- 
ſelf, nor derogate the leaſt from thy God. 
Conſider the Tenure of thy. Government, 
and the Homage due to the ſupreme Lord 
and Conſtitutor of thy Power. Maintain 
thy Station by Faith, and thy Privileges 
by Obedience, Let not Pride poſſeſs thy 
Heart, nor Preſumption govern thy A- 
ctions. Be not high-minded, but fear. Con- 
ſider whoſe thou art, and what thou haſt 
received. Secure thy Authority by Obe- 
dience, and rule the Creatures by a Sub- 
miſſion to the Creator, Let all Sufficiency 
and Arrogance be baniſh'd from a depen- 
dent Creature, and thy borrow'd Power 
ſecur'd by a Reliance on thy Conſtituent, 
and an acting in Dependence to the Will 
of thy Sovereign. 


Q 3 ' Truſt 
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SzRM. , Truft in the Lord with all thine Heart, 
XIII. md lean not to thine own Underſtanding. 
In all thy Ways acknowledge him, and he 
ſhall direct thy Paths, 
TI 5H ALL conſider theſe Words, 


Firſt, Pofittvely, as they direct us to put 
our whole Truſt in God, for the Pro- 

tection, Support, and Relief of us in 
any of the Tranſactions or Neceffities 
of human Life: Truſt in tbe” Lord 
with all thine Heart. 


Secondly, Negativeh, as they exclude 
any Reliance upon other Aſſiſtances, 


in Oppoſition 2, or independent /, 


the Divine Protection: Lean not to 
thine own nenn 


Thirdly, In Cotlcydenes: of this Do- 
ctrine, I ſhall excite you to be thank- 
ful to God for whatever befals you 
in the Management and Conduct of 

human Life: vx"? all thy bets ac 
10 am. 


\ No; Fourthly, 


yy . — A Hy 
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SERM. 
Fourthly, I suALL lay before you the XIII. 

Succeſs which a Truſt grounded up VO 

on the fore-mention'd Principles has 

Reaſon to expect from a juſt, mer- 

ciful, and omnipotent God: He ſhall 

| direct thy Paths, | 


Firſt, J Au to conſider theſe Words 
Poſitively, as they direct us to put our 
1 whole Truſt in God, for the Support, 

Protection, and Relief of us in any of 
the Tranſactions or Neceſſities of human 
F Life: Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
Heart. 
55 In which Words there are theſe #79 
70 Things obſervable: 


1. Tux Being in whom our Truſt is 
to be repos d: Truft in the Lord. 
= 2. Tux Conſtancy, Reſolution, and 
<- WW Sincerity of that Perſon, who repoſes this 
Vu W Truft in the Lord: Let it * with all thy 
of 7. 


” I, Wa are to conſider the Being in 
whom our Truſt is to be repos'd: J 

5 in the Lord. 

1 
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Tur Import of this Word carries Power 
and Majeſty in the Sound of it, and makes 
our Duty both neceſſary and beneficial 
upon a Survey and Confidence of the Om- 
nipotence,” Vi dem, Tnmutability, Mercy, 
and Promiſes of the Deity: So that unleſs 
God change his own Nature and falſify 
his Word, his Creatures have all poſſible 
Aſſurance of the Interpoſition of their Fa- 


ther, the Protection of their Sovereign, 


and the Fulfilling the Promiſes and Cove- 
nants of their Redeemer. The Conſi- 


deration of all which will direct our Faith 


and Acquieſoence, and duly regulate and 


temper our Hope and Confidence in the 
Diſpenſations and Proceeding of a ſupe- 
rior Being. ; 

1. Fox the Ounipotence of God, as the 
Foundation of the Creatures Truſt and 
Confidence in their Creator. This 1s ne- 
ceflary for the Support and Security of in- 


digent Mortals ; and without it, it is im- 


poſſible there ſhould be any Comfort or 
continued Subſiſtence upon Earth. The 
Impotence of che Mind is ſo great, and 
the Storms of the Paſſions ſo violent and 
ow; e that all Harmony and Peace 

muſt 
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. muſt ceaſe in the internal Empire, with- SE Rm. 
out a miraculous Reſtraint from a more XIII. 
fix'd and ſteady Principle of Power and 
| Government. Without would be Fightings, 
| and within Fears; ſome perpetual Rencoun- 
ters from jarring Principles and diſtracted 
| Intereſts: And there muſt be a Founda- 
tion of Unity from another Quarter; 
ſomething to make the Ferment ſubſide 
| and ſettle; ſomething to compoſe the 
Mfürtection of noiſy and contentious Par- 
ties; or elfe Anarchy and Confuſion of 
WNeceſſity enſue, and the State of Nature 
| would be nothing elſe but a Scene of 
Ruins and Deſolation. 
How happy is it then, that God ſhould 
fit © between the \Cherubims, be. the Earth 
never ſo unquiet ! That Immutability ſhould 
ſettle, regulate, or prevent the Diſorders 
of Nature! That infinite Power ſhould 
always be at hand, to exert its Force and 
Authority! That Providence ſhould daily 
uphold and govern what contrary Parties 
in the Nature of Things would annihi- 


hate, and reduce to immediate Anarchy 
and Confuſion 1 | 


THE 
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SERM. Tux God, whoſe we are and whom we 
XIII. ſerve, is of infinite Ability, both to pro- 
vide the Means of our Subſiſtence and 
Preſervation, and to adapt the Proviſion 
in Time and Meaſure, and to make a ſui- 
table Application to our reſpective Wants 
pl. cxxxv, and Neceſſities. The Lord is great, and 
5. 6. 7. our God is above all Gods, Whatſoever the 
Lord pleaſed, that did be in Heaven and in 
Earth, and in the Sea, and in all deep 
Places. He bringeth forth the Clouds from the 
Ends of the World, and ſendeth forth Light- 
nings with the Rain, bringing the Winds out 
of his Treaſures, Our Comfort is in his Om- 
nipotence; our Weakneſſes are ſtrength- 
| en'd\ by an infinite Superior; our Fears 
| are ſilenc'd, and our Expectations rais'd 
N by Faith and Affiance in this immenſe 

| and ſovereign Being, 

1. A. O, truſt.ye in the Lord * ever; * in 
the Lord Febovab 1s everlaſting Strength. 
Ver. 7. Thou moſt Upright doſt weigh the Paths of 
the Fuſt, and ſecure the Feet of thy Saints. 
Ver. 2, 3. Open ye. the Gates, that the righteous Nation 
A which keepeth the Truth may enter in. Thou 
| | quilt keep him in perfets Peace, whoſe Mind 
= is flayed in thee, becauſe be truſted in thee. 
He 
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He ſhall keep the Simple, and innocent Folk S ERM. 
by their Right : He ſhall defend the Children XIII. 
of the Poor, and puniſh the wrong Doer. Mm 

2. NexT to the Omnipotence of God, I+ 
would beg Leave to ſuggeſt to you his 
Wiſdom as a farther Argument to place our 
Truſt and Affiance in him. 

ABSOLUTE Power, without any Cor- 
rection and Abatement, may ſeem very 
ſhocking to ſome Perſons, who would 
argue from the Tyranny of Earth to the 
Government of Heaven: But abſolute 
Power united with abſolute Wiſdom, is 
as comfortable a Conſideration in God, as 
the Perverſion and Abuſes of it can be 
odious and deteſtable in Men. Our Con- 
fidence and Security is, that we worſhip 

a Being, whoſe Power is influenc'd and 
directed by his Wiſdom, and whoſe Pro- 
vidence is intent” upon the Means of our 
Safety and Preſervation, unleſs prevented 
by our own Folly, or diverted by our Re- 
fractorineſs and Diſobedience. Vain Man 
may make Pretenſions to Wiſdom, and lay 
numerous Schemes for the proſecuting his 
Deſigns; but it is God only who' bnows 
our Frame; who can accompliſh our De- 
lire; 
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| SERM.fire; and in proper Seaſons, and by due 
XIII. Expedients, guide us by the Conduct of un- | 
—'Y'Y ſearchable Wiſdom, and ſkreen us from the | 
Attacks of Deſtiny and Fortune, The 
; Sam. ii, Lord is 4 God of Knqwledge, and by bim 
Ma Aclions are weigh'd, Proceſſes ſettled, and 
| Events determin d. The Lord ſeeth not as 
| | Man ſeeth ; is not darkned in the Proſpect, 
or perverted in the Faculty; is not miſled 
by Phantoms, or impos'd upon by Diſtance: 
Man , looketh' ubon the outward Appear- 
ance, | but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 
He pierceth into the very Joints and Mar- 
row, and is privy to the Thoughts and In- 
tentions, before the Imagination form'd, or 
the Soul: concery'd them. Known unto God, 
are all his Works from the Beginning of the 
World. Meitber is there any Creature that 
1s not manifeſt in his Sight : But all Things 
are naked and opened unto thy Eyes * him 
with whom we have, to do, - 

FROM this Owmiſcience of God, our 
bleſſed Maſter drew the moſt comforta- 
ble Concluſion, and fortifies his Hearers in 
all their Prayers to God, and Dependen- 
cies on his Providence: Our Father, which 
feeth in ſecret, ſhall reward us openly ; our 

Father, 
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Father, which knoweth what Things ue have 8 x RI. 
need of before our Tongue could utter them, XIII. 
ſhall influence his Power by his Wiſdom, 
and proportion his Favours to the ſeveral 
Exigencies of the Sufferers. 

3. To the Omnipotence and Wiſdom of 
God, we may in the next Place add the 
Inmutubility of the Divine Nature, as a 
farther Support and Strengthening of our 
Truſt and Confidence in the Deity. 

Go, who in Scripture is repreſented as 
having Immortality dwelling in Light, as the 
Lord who thangeth not, as the Pather of 

Lights, with whom is no Variableneſs, or ſo 
much as the Shadow of Turning: That 
God, I fay, is not only the. greateſt, but 
moſt /afting Security to his Creatures, and 
through the various Changes of Life and 
Shiftings of Fortune, ſtill governs by a 
ſteady Hand, and ſtill acts by immove- 
able Principles. The Darkneſs is no Dark- 
neſs to him, but the Day and Night are both 
the ſame. Changes and Revolutions are 
the Dectees of Providence, and all their 
ſeeming Irregularities and unſettled Mo- 
tions the ſteady Reſults of unerring Wiſ- 
dom, Free Will in the Creature is Cer- 
tainty 
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$e RM, tainty in the Creator, and the Paſſions and 
XIII. Affections of Men are the Inſtruments of 
—Y Providence, and the Executioners of his 


Pleaſure, 

IT is a very falſe and unſafe Principle 
to argue from ourſelyes to the Deity, and 
to make our Human Actions the Standard 
of the Divine; for Man in himſelf is the 
moſt fickle and unſteady Principle, haſty 
to reſolve, but flow to execute, miſled by 
every Appearance, and blown from his 
Centre by every Wind: But in God, 7» 
whom all Things are naked and plain, to 


Whom nothing is abſtruſe or difficult, there 


is no Pretence or Colour for any fickle 
Changes or unſettled Reſolves. His Truth 
endureth to all Generations, and his Faitb- 


fulneſs reacheth to the Clouds. The Works 
of bis own Hands are Verity and Juſtice; 


are all done in Truth, and immutably 
continued in R:ghteouſencſs. Time only 
executes what Eternity decreed ; and the 
Sons enjoy by the Bounty of Providence, 


what their Fathers upon Articles and Con- 


ditions were promiſed. 


4. Tur 
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4. Tus Mercy and Promiſes of God are 8E RM. 
a further Motive to put our Truſt and XIII. 
Confidence in the Deity. GFW" 


Our many Inſolencies and Preſump- 
tions muſt throw us out of the Care and 
Protection of Providence, did not Mercy 
interpoſe in our Favour, and ſkreen us 
from deſerv'd Puniſhment, The Conſi- 
deration of our own, unworthy Selves, 
and the Compariſon of our repeated Crimes 
with the Strictneſs of Infinite Juſtice and 
Rectitude, muſt perplex and intimidate 
the Guilty, without the Interpoſition of 
Mercy, and the bountiful Promiſes of a 
forgiving God. If thou, Lord, ſboulaſt be 
extream to mark what 1s done amiſs, Who 


could ſtand before thee ? But there is Mercy 


with thee, therefore ſhalt thou be feared. 
It is Mercy which ſweetens the Approach 
of Majeſty, and takes off the Dread and 
Terror of Juſtice: Which throws the 
relenting Penitent into the Arms of his 
Redeemer, and cancels the Executions of 
Indignation and Vengeance, 


The Proud may ariſe, and the Congrega- pf. 1xxxvi. 
tion of naughty Men may ſeek after my Soul, 14 15. 
and not ſet God before their Eyes: But in * 


the 
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SERM,. the Midſt of theſe Purſuits and Con- 


XIII. ſpiracies, The Lord is full of Compaſſion, and 
a Mercy, Long-fuffering, and plenteous in 


Goodneſs and Truth; turning to the Af- 
flicted and giving Strength unto his Servants; 
that they who hate us may ſee it, and be 
aſhamed : Becauſe the Lord hath holpen the 
Diftreſſed, and comforted the De eve and 
Sorrowful. 

Turn then unto thy Ret, O my Soul : Fir 
God hath rewarded thee. Providence pro- 
tects, and Mercy ſkreens the Innocent. 


Who ſhall harm you, if ye be Followers of 


that which is good? Not the Arrow that 


fieth by Day, not the Ambuſh that is 


covered by Night, nor the Peſtilence that 
killeth in Da#kneſs. The Lord is the Portion 


xxxii. 9. of his People, and Jacob is the Lot of his 


Inheritance. The Eternal God 1s thy Refuge, 


vi. 27, 2 underneath are the Everlaſting Arms: 


He is the Shield of thy Defence, and the 
Sword of thy Exrellency, making thine 


Enemies to be found Liars unto thee, and 


exalting thy Feet to tread upon their high 


Places. 


FROM theſe Protections of Providence, 
and the ſundry Promiſes and Stipulations 


of 
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of an Almighty and Immutable God to SRRM. 
his faithful People, let us proceed in the XIII. 
aft. Place to the Conditions on our Side to 


ſecure this Protection and Aſſiſtance of 
Heaven, which is ſo frequently and am- 
ply promis d to us in Holy Scripture: 
T ruſt. in the Lord with all thine Heart. 
With all thine Heart! Let not Partiality be 
in thy Proceeding, nor Hypocriſy, in thy 
Pretenſions: Let no Rival engroſs thy Af- 
fections, nor contrary Intereſts divide thy 


Lore. Let no Difficulties or Demurs dil- 


tract thy Soul, nor any Meaſures be taken 


or Aſſiſtances applied inconſiſtent with the 
Divine Promiſe. Let Truſt and Aſiance 


be with all thine Heart, and Irreſolution 


and Diffidence have no Encouragement in 
thy Prayers and Affections. A double- Jam. i, 8. 


minded Man is unſtable in all bis Ways: 
Hurry'd and perplex'd in all his Under- 


takings; fickle and irreſolute in all his Pe- 
titions. But let not ſuch an one think that 


he. ſhall receive any Thing of the Lord : Let 
him not ſuppoſe, that Favours ſhould be 
granted to Inconſtancy, or Bleſſings pro- 


ſtituted to the Careleſs and Indifferent. J ver. 5. 


any of you lack N i/dom, let him aſe of Gad, 
Vor. II. R that 


4 
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SERM, that giveth to all Men liberally, and up. 
XIII. braideth not; and it fall be given him: Fir 
- aſk, and ye ſhall have, ſeek boy ye ſhall find, 
knock and it ſhall be opened unto you, Let 
the Matter of your Prayer be lawful and 
expedient; the Heart of the Petitioner ele- 
vated and inflam'd, and the Foundation 
laid in the Merits of your Saviour; and 
then Reaſon and Experience will convince 
you, that the Event ſhall anſwer the Sin- 
C | cerity of the Offerers, and all Things ſhall 
work together for the Good of thoſe that di- 
ligently and devoutly ſeek the Lord. 
ye aſe and receive not, it is becauſe ye 
aſe ami; and the End of your Peti- 
tions is not the Neceſſaries and Convenien- 
ces of Life, but an Indulgence of your 
Paſſions and a Conſumption on your Luſts: 
But aſe in Faith, no ways diffident, and 
in nothing wavering : For be that wavereth, 
is like a Wave of the Sea, driven with the 
Mind and toſſed; always bearing off from 
the Haven whither he would ſteer, and 
plunging into the Dangers which Pru- 
dence ſhould avoid. 
Hear then the Concluſion of the hah 
Matter : | Regulate your Deſires by Faith, 
and 
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and your Conduct by Reaſon: Form your SE R NI. 
Affiance upon the Nature of God, the XIII. 
Prineiples of Virtue, and the Promiſes of YY 
Revelation: 

Know therefore that the Lord thy God is * ix, 
be which goeth before thee in a conſuming Fire, 3. 
to protect thy Perſon and confound thine. 
Enemies: He i is not a Man that be Jhould 0 Numb: 
lie, neither the Son of Man that he ſhould © ” 
repent, His Aſſiſtance is to be courted, 
and his Power revered; his Promiſes are 
fix'd, and his Mercy is to be relied up- 
on. 

O, truſt in the Lord with all thy Heart: 
For in the Lord Febovab is everlaſting. 
Strength. The Lord thy God; he is God, Deut. vil 
the. faithful Gad, which keepeth Covenant * 
and Mercy with them that love him, and 


keep his Commandments, to a thouſand Gene- 


rations. Deal, therefore, no longer vainly, i Sam. ii. 


and Jet not Arrogance proceed out of your * © 


Mouth, For there is none like the God of Deut. 
Feſurun, who Rretcheth out the Heaven for a 
thy Help, and rideth in his Excellency on the 

Sky. Aſociate your ſelves, O ye fooliſh, 11. vii. 9. 


and fake Counſel together, O ye profane; 


and it ſhall come to nought : But if the Lord, 
R 2 ; who 
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SE RM. who doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, in Hea- 
XIII. ven and Earth ; if the Lord of Heft, hath 


propoſed, who ſhall diſannul it? If bis Hand 
be, firetched out, who ſhall turn it back? 


Now under this God let us all live in 
Humility and Dependence: Let us all 
: ., ſubmit to his Wiſdom with Reverence, 
and pay our Homage with Devotion and 
Fear : Let us' all ſquare our Lives by the 
recepts of the Goſpel, and direct our Ad- 
dreſſes in the Language of our ſacred Mo- 

Y 1 the Church. 


0 Lord, we beſeech thee to keep thy Fa- 
mily and Houfhold continually in thy 
true Religion and Worſhip, that they 
who truſt in thy Mercy, and lean only 
upon the Hope of thy heavenly Grace, 
may evermore be defended by thy mighty 


Power, through Feſus Corift our Lord. 
Amen, 


8 
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God: © 


— 4 


Prov. III. 5, 6. 


Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
Heart; and lean not to thine 
own Underſtanding. 

In all thy Ways acknowledge him, 

and he ſball direct thy Paths. 


HAT I might give you a true SE RM, 
Notion of theſe Words, and en- XIV. 
| WII 


force the ſeveral Duties con- 
tain'd under them, I propos'd in my laſt 
Diſcourſe to conſider them, | | 


' 


Firſt, Pojitively, as they direct us to put 
our whole Truſt and Confidence in 
God, for the Prolection, Support, and 

R 3 Relief 
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SERM. © Relief of us in any of the Tranſ- 


XIV. actions or Neceſſities of human Life: 
Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
Heart. 


Secondly, TT as they exclude 
any Reliance upon other Aſſiſtances, 
in Oppoſition to, or independent gf, 

the Divine Protection: Lean not to 
thine own Underftanding. 


Thirdly, In G 0er of this Do- 
ctrine, I propos'd to excite you to be 
thankful to God for whatever befals 
you in the Management and Con- 
duct of human Life: I all thy Ways 

acknowledge him. 


Fourthly, I BEGG'D Leave to lay be- 
fore you the Succeſs which a Truſt 
grounded upon the fore-mention'd 
Principles has Reaſon to expect from 
a juſt, merciful, and omnipotent God: 
He ſhall direct thy Paths, 


N tft, 


— 
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S ERA. 

6 Fin, 1 conſider'd theſe Words Poe > XIV, 
| tively, as they' direct us to put our whole ” 
Truſt in God, for the Support, Protection, 
and Relief of us in any of the Tranſ- 
actions or Neceſſities of human Life: Tru/t 
in the Lord with all thine Heart. 


In which Article there were theſe r 
Things obſervable; 


ID w - v6 1 * 


1. Tur Being in whom our Truſt is 
to be repos d: Truft in the Lord. 

2. Tur Conſtancy, Reſolution, and 
Sincerity of that Perſon, who repoſes this 
Truſt in the Lord: Let it be with all thine 
Heart. | S 


In. the Diſcuſſion of theſe two Heads, 
I endeavour'd to ſhew that nothing could 
be of any Foundation and Security for 


t human Truſt and Confidence, unleſs a 
d Being, 

Uh I. Of Power. and Sovereignty, to aſſiſt 
1 the Dependent and Indigent in their ſeve- 


ral Wants and Neceſſities: 

2. Of Wiſdom, and Knowledge, to diſe 
cern the proper Seaſons of interpoſing for 
our Relief and Conſolation, and of adapt- 

14 ing 
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SERM. ing and employing his Almighty Power to 
XIV. the Protection and Support of the re- 
Y' ſpeive Sufferers: 

3. Of Conftancy and Immutabilit , to aſ- 
fiſt us, (when duly prepar'd and qualified 


for the Reception of his Favours,) in all 
Dangers and Difficulties, without 1557 He- 
ſitation, Delay, or Demur: 


4. Of Mercy and Love, to be always 


. eee and indulgent to his Crea- 
tures, in the ſeveral Periods and Circum- 
ſtances of their common Living, Acting, 
or Suffering : 

5. An laſtly, of ſtrict Honour, Truth, 
and Veracity, to be punctual and regular 
in the Performance of his ſundry Pro- 
miſes, Contracts, and Covenants, indented 
with his Creatures. 

Now, upon a Being ſo infinitely and 
immenſely qualified, ſo graciouſly diſpos'd 
and determin'd, and ſo eſſentially com- 
municative of his own Goodneſs, we may 


in all Perils and Exigencies ſecurely rely 


and depend, if Conſtancy and pious Re- 
ſolution are not wanting on our Parts, nor 
Diffidence and Miſtruſt do not loofen our 


Hold 


F 
F 
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Hold from God, nor throw us from the 8ER M. 


Protection of Almighty Providence.— - 

Tarsst Things, I ſay, having in this 
Method been largely confider'd in our laſt 
Diſcourſe, in order to faſten and rivet our 
Truſt in God, I ſhall now proceed, 


: Secondly, To conſider the Injunction of 
King Solomon, in the Text, in a Negative 
Senſe, as it excludes any Reliance upon 
other Aſſiſtances in Oppoſition 0, or in- 
dependent of, the Divine Protection: Lear 
not to thine own Underſtanding. 

Wx cannot by this Precept be oblig'd 
to neglect our Strength or natural Abili- 
ties, or to ſuppoſe that Miracles are to be 
wrought for our Indolence and Lazineſs; 
but the Force of the Precept lies in our 
Confidence and Reliance upon God for 
actuating and influencing our natural Fa- 
culties in the Proſecution of what is ne- 
ceſſary and expedient for us, and in di- 
recting the Progreſs of our Actions to- 
wards the Attainment of ſuch Events as 
are ſuitable to our Circumſtances, and pro- 
ductive of our true Intereſt. 


TukeE 


* 
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SIAM. THe Bleflings are the Reſult of our 
XIV. Truſt and Afiance in God: And the Nature 
WYV o the Divine Providence, the Promiſes 
9 of Revelation, and the daily Experience 
of Mankind, will aſcertain theſe Bleſſings 
to the Faithful, to the Perſevering, ans 
the Reſign'd Chriſtian. 
Let Patience have ber perfect Work ; 
Faith be exalted in Expectations; and 
Humility ſubmit her honeſt Endeavours to 
infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power ; 
and the proper. Succeſs ſhall doubtleſs 
crown your Labours, and the Promiſes of 
Cod, which cannot lie, reſt upon thoſe who 
perform the Covenants, and lay hold on 
the Divine Protection and Aſſiſtance. The 
Eyes of the Lord are over thoſe that fear 
him; and ſuch as honour him, he will ho- 
nour: But thoſe that cambine and aſſociate 
themſelves, independent of Almighty Pro- 
vidence, and excluſive of the Divine Aſ- 
fiſtance, ſhall be broken in Pieces. 
Vain Man indeed would be wiſe! Proud 
Man would be independent! And politic. 
Man effect eyery Thing by his own Saga- 
city and Penetration! But it is an Obſer- 
yation from Cauſes and Events, as well as 


the 
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the ſettled Order and Diſpoſition of Pro- Se KM. 
vidence, That the Race is not akways to the XIV. 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, neither Kecleſ. N. 
yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to- 


Men of Underſtanding, nor yet Favour 10 
Men of Skill. Whoever preſumes upon 
any of theſe Excellencies, and would act 
independent of Providence, ſhall find his 
Power to be Weakneſs, his Learning Fol- 
ly, his Riches Poverty, and his Promo- 
tion Diſgrace. 

Time and Chance happeneth to them all! 
The Production of Events doth not de- 
pend upon our Will and Pleaſure; but ſe- 
veral unſeen Accidents ſtart up by the 
Diſpoſal of Providence, to fruſtrate our 
worldly Policy, to blaſt our moſt pro 
miſing Deſigns, and caſt the Balance to 
the lighter Side. 

Men may project and contrive, lay 
Schemes and form Alliances; rally up 


their Wit, and fortify themſelves by the 


moſt promiſing Engagements: But if God 
is a Stranger to the Confederacy, the Knot 
will ſoon be broken, and the Union diſ- 
folv'd. I is but oft Labour that ye riſe up 


ray, that ye fit up late, and eat the Bread 


of 
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SRM. Carefulneſs, unleſs Piety ſanctifies your 
XIV. Diligence, Providence ſmiles upon your 
— >” Deſigns, infinite Wiſdom | conducts your 
Hands, and Almighty Goodneſs enſures 

If. vii. the Event. Aſociate your ſelves, O ye Peo- 
91. ple, and ye ſhall be broken in Pieces: Gird 
_ yourſelves, aud ye ſhall be broken in Pieces. 

Take Counſel together, and it ſhall come ta 
nought ; ſpeak the Word, and it ſpall not 

Ver. 12. land: For God is with us. Say ye not, 
A Confederacy, to all them to whom this Peo- 

ple ſhall Jay, A Confederacy : Neither fear ye 

Ver. 13, their Fear, nor be afraid. Sanctiſy the 
Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your 
Ver. 14. Fear, and let him be your Dread. And he 
ſhall be for a Sanctuary and Protection to 

© his People; but for a Stone of Stumbling, 
and for a Rock of Offence to his Enemies: 

Ver. 15. And many among them ſhall ſtumble and fall, 
and be broken, and be ſnared, and be taken. 
TurN /ean not to thy own Underſtand- 
ing! A Leſſon proper for all the Tranſ- 
actions and Circumſtances of Life, but 
more particularly adapted to the Crafty 
and Covetcus ; to the preſumptuous and 
conceited Sons of Men, who are very 
forward to applaud themſelves and flatter 
others; 
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others; diligent to purſue their own Inte- S E RN. 


reſt, but regardleſs of the Inſpection and 
Guidance of Providence. 


thou put any undue Streſs upon it, /ike a 
Staff” of a broken Reed, it will throw thee 
headlong upon thy Ruin, and will go into 
thy Hand, and pierce it. 


Thirdly, In Conſequence of this Do- 
ctrine of Reliance upon Providence, and 
Dependence on the Bleſſings of our hea- 
wenly Father, who ſeeth in ſecret, and will 
reward us openly; 1 ſhall excite you to be 
thankful to a provident and bountiful God 
for whatever befals us in the Management 
and Conduct of human Life: In all thy 
Ways acknowledge him : That is, in all thy 
Affairs both private and public, in the 
Management of thy Family, the Aſſiſt- 
ance of thy Neighbour, and the Govern- 
ment of thyſelf, confide entirely and fin- 
cerely in God, and depend wholly upon 
his ſuperior Providence, for the Guidance 
of thy Actions, and the Accompliſhment 
of thy Deſigns. 


SUCH 


> ad 


Lean not to thine own Underſtanding ! It 
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\ SERM. SUCH an Acknowledgment of God, re. 
XIV. ' ſults from a Belief of his Providence; from 
&— his Almighty Preſence and Co-operation 


with his Creatures; from the Inhabitation 
and Workings of his Spirit; from the com- 
fortable Supplies and Communications of 
Grace; from the Support and Proviſion of 
our preſent Life, and the Completion of 
the Divine Promiſes in a State of Glory. 
Tuksk are ſuch Foundations of Truſt 
and Ftffiance as can never fail the ſincere 
Chriſtian, and will be attended with ſuch 
lively Expectations and comfortable Events, 
as to ſweeten this Valley of Tears, and 
transform a barren Wilderneſs into an hea- 
vently Canaan. 
Is an Heathen Emperor, in the Height 
of his Roman Glory and Conqueſt, could 
declare, That be would not live one Day in 
a World without a God and a Providence; 
certainly a Chriſtian may raiſe his Head, 
and brighten his Expectations; a Chriſtian 
has a more ſure Word of Prophecy to truſt 
to, and the firmeſt Security from the Pro- 
tection of God and the Redemption of his 
Saviour. Even the Sons and Daughters of 
Aſfliction may triumph in their Miſeries, 


and 
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and be more than Conquerors in their De- S ERM. 
feats and Perſecutions. For although no XIV. 
Chaſtiſement may ſeem at preſent to be joyous, — 


but grievous; yet fince it works the peaceable 
Fruit of Righteoujneſs to them that are ex- 
ercis'd therewith, the Happineſs of the E- 
vent ſanctifies the Cauſe, the Reſtoration 
of Health ſweetens the bitter Medicine, 
and even the enduring of Death is an En- 


trance upon Life and the Commencement _ 


of Glory. | 

The Word of God, my Brethren, flandeth 
firm, having theſe and ſach-like Promiſes * 
The devout Chriſtian is aſſiſted in his Tra- 
vels upon Earth, and kindly conducted to 
Manſions of Reſt, and inveſted with the 
Inheritance of the Firft-born in Glory. 

O THEN, taſte and fee how gracious 
the Lord is: Come unto me all ye that tra- 
vel and are heavy laden; and ye ſhall find 
Strength under your Burdens, and Reſt to 
your Souls: Caſt your Care upon him that 
caretb for you: Refer your Suits to the 
Bar of Juſtice: Throw your Diſtreſſes 


into the Arms of Mercy. Haft thou not IK. xl. 28. 


known ? Haſt thou not heard, that the ever- 
hing God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
Ends 


of WS. and Genes i in 0 


XIV. gary? There is no ſearching of his Un- 
S"Vaerſtanding; there is no fatiguing his 
Power, no perplexing his Wildom, no 

ſtinting his Mercy, no e eee 
Il r. 1. bis Will. Bebold, the Lord's Hand is not 
ſhortned, that it cannot ſave, neither bit 


Ear heavy, that iit:cannot bear. He is ſuf. 


ficient in himſelf, aud communicative to 

11. ul. 29, his Creatures: He giveth Power, to the 
30% Saints, and to them that have no Might he 

| increaſeth Strength. Even the Youths. ſhall 
_ and be weary, and the young Men ſhall 
Utterly falls But they - that wait upon - the 
Lord ſhall renew. their Strength; and exc- 


3 5 31. cate, their Deſigns: They call mount up with 
| | Wigs as Eagles, | they. ſhall” run and not le 


aveary, and they ſhall walk and not be faint, 


Faith ſhall. be their Stay, and Submiſſion 
their Conqueſt :; The God of Heaven and 


Earth their Rock and Secutity, and re 
1 everlaſting Arms. the Conf uſion of theit 
eee chi bring me, in the 


farther Improvement of this Doctrine of 
Truſt and Affiance in God from the Cloſe 
} of 


ql — 


Sunn. Ends: -of 'the Earth, fainteth not; neither (55 
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of. Solomon's Inſtructidns and Aſſurances in 8x R NM. 
the Text: He ſhall direct thy Patbs. XIV. 

Wu ar we are to expect from God 
and upon what Qualifications and Condi- 
tions in the Petitioners our Expectations are 
to be grounded; how frequently we are 
diſappointed in dur Requeſts, and upon 
what Articles we may be more fortunate 
and ſucceſsful in our Petitions, was the 
firſt Inducement to the Choice of this 
Text of Scripture, and ſhall be finally ac- 
compliſh d by leaving it upon your Minde 
in theſe following\Dire&ions:+ ww non 
1. To have true Notions of the Deity; _— 
in wow way and for what Reaſons, we truſt. 
For unleſs the Object of our Truſt be 
5 rightly. fix d and duly conſider d, it is im- 
| poſſible that the Acts of a dependent Crea- 
| ture ſhould be rational and regular. Th 
| thoughteſt Wickedly, (fays God out of the 


Mouth of the Pſalmiſt,) chat I am ſuch 

an one as thyſelf; and from theſe Thoughts, 

it is no Wonder if thy Creed was form'd, 

and thy Actions biaſs d: But better Con- 

e ceptions would have fix d thy Faith and 

1 regulated thy Practiſe; would have lead 
5 thee into the ſtupendous Acts of thy in- 
q Vol. II. 8 dulgent 


£ 
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SEM, dulgent Father, and into the ſeveral Mo- 


XIV. ti d Principles upon which his Power 
ves and Principles upon whi Power 


vas diſplay'd, and his Love perpetuated. 


Urox this very Head, the Author of 


the Book of Wiſdom very ſtrongly and beau- 


tifully argues, -and ſo tempers the Power 
with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 
Deity, as'to lay the ſtrongeſt Foundations 
for Truſt and Affiance, both from our 


preſent Enjoyments and future Expecta- 


tions. 


Wiſa. x Thou canſt ſhew thy great Strength at all 


21, 23, 
24, 25, 


times when thou wilt, and who may with- 


26., fand the Power of thine Arm? But thou 


Cb. xii. 
15, 16, 


19 


haſt Mercy upon all; for thou loveſt all Things 
that are, and abborreſt nothing which thou 
baſt made: For never woulaſt thou have 
made any Thing, if thou hadft hated it. And 
how could any Thing have endured, if it had 
not been thy Will? Or been preſerved, if not 
called by thee? But thou ſpareſt all: Fur 
they are thine, O Lord, thou Lover of Souls. 
For ſomuch then as thou art righteous thy- 


ſelf, thou ordereſt all Things righteouſly, For 


thy Power is the Beginning of Righteouſneſs, 
and becauſe thou' art the Lord of all, it 


Ver. 18, maketh' thee to be gracious to all. For thou 


maſtering 


EE Wo =, > ez © 
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thou giveſt Repentance for Sins. 


2, Tx Is total Truſt in God ſhould di. 


rect us to look upon all human Aids, as 


ſecundary Means procur'd and directed by 


a firſt Cauſe to bring about the Decrees of 
infinite Wiſdom, and ſupport the Order 
of God's Government in this World. 
MEN are but Inſtruments in the Hands 
of Almighty Providence; but the original 
Cauſe and firſt Mover and Director is 
God: God, I ſay, who projects every En- 


terprize, invigorates every Agent, directs 


the Proceſs of every Action, and conducts 


the Hands of ſubordinate Powers. Truft 


not in Man, nor in any Child of Man, for 
there is no Help in them: No Help in vir- 
tue of their own Strength, no acting in- 
dependent of Providence, no Succeſs from 


human Power or Sagacity. Tf this Coun- Ad v. 
fel, or that Work be of Men, it will come 3* 39. 


to nought : But if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; left bhaply ye be found even to 
Sn _ — 


259 
maſtering thy Power, judgeſt with Equity, SE RM. 
and ordereft us with great Favour, And by XIV. 

fuch Works baſt thou taught thy People, that WY 
the. juſt Man ſhould be merciful; and haſt | 
made thy Children to be of a good Hope, that 
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SE RM fight againſt God. Your Attempts ſhall be 
XIV. fruitleſs and your Oppoſition" vain: The 


Agents ſhall be baffled and the Event fru- 


Prov. vd. ſtrated. There is no Wiſdoni, nor *Under- 


$8 b. fanding, nor Counſel againſt the Lord. The 


Horſe is prepared againſt the Day of Battle; 


PL. ui. 8. ut Safety is f the Lord: Salvation belong- 


eth unto our God, * 15 BY ings ee his 


_—_ ait 


3. Tris Doctrine of Truſt and Acqui- 


IM ſhould teach us not to murmur 
or repine in any Condition of Life. If 


our Defires are not ſatisfied, nor our 


Prayers anſwer' d, we are to impute the 


Miſcarriages to ourſelves: The Matter of 
our Petitions may not be ſeaſonable and 
expedient; the Zeal of the Petitioners may 
not be duly inflam'd; the End of the Ex- 
pectants proper for Execution, nor their 
Virtues duly exercis'd and. qualified for a 
Reward; In many ſuch Caſes, our duti- 
ful Waiting and Expectance will perfect 
the Chriſtian, and the deferring the Rleſ- 


ſing put a keener Edge upon the Appe- 
tite; the Senſe of Want will double the 
Fruition, and former Sufferings be an In- 


Hancement of future Pleaſures. 
ad. 4. WuEN 


* 
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6b Wurd Patience has had her perfect 8 E RM, 
Work; and a dutiful Expectance crown'd XIV. 
the Labour of the Sufferers, great Care is Y 
to be taken, not to arrogate too much to 
ourſelyes, nor to forget God by an over 
Officiouſneſs, or a flattering Zeal to ſub- 
ordinate Agents. In this Caſe King 4/a 
is in his Sickneſs, for not ſeeking to the 
Lord, but to the Phyſicians. The Skill of 
the one ſhould not joſtle out the Provi- 
dence of the other. Means ſhould have 
been us'd and Bleſſings requeſted ; and the 
Author of Wiſdom's Aſſertions been the 
Monarch's Direction and his Adviſer's 
Rule, I 7s neither Herb nor mollifying wild. xvi. 
Plaiſter, that reſtoreth Men to Health ; but 2. 13. 
thy Word, O Lord, who haſt the Power of 
Life and Death, and leadeſt down to the 
Gates of Hell, and bringeſt up again. 


Now to this God, who is the Support 
of the Indigent and Refuge of the Diſ- 
treſs'd ; who is the Comfort of the Weak, * 
and the Reſtorer of the Sick; who is 
the Protector in Danger, the Aſſiſtant in 
Trouble, the Diſpoſer of our Fortunes, 


83 the 
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S8 ERM. the Conductor of our Actions, and the 
XIV. Rewarder of our Sufferings; to this God, 
one Eſſence and Three Perſons, be ren- 
| dred and aſcribed all Adoration and Praiſe, 


nn Amen. 


Majeſty and Dominion, both now and for 


A Proſ- 


A rroiped of J Ges 


In Two DISCOURSES. 


— ON a __ 

| PS ALM XC. 8. 

Thou haſt ſet our Iniquities before 
thee, and our ſecret Sins in the 


Light of thy Cauntenance. 


pious Actions in this World, is 
> our voluntary Ignorance of a 
future State, our prophane Neglect of pub- 
lic Worſhip, and our ſtudied Diſregard 
of Eternity. 

Ir Men would but bring their Minds 
to a regular Courſe of Thinking, their 
Actions might be reaſonably biaſs d by 
their Thoughts, and their Life take a new 


S 4 Turn 


HE great Impediment to our 8E R M. 


XV. 
2 


"a6 A Proſpect of Judgment. 
SERM. Turn from the e of their Un- 
XV. derſtandings. 
gur the Misfortune of all is, that we 
court Ignorapce,. and indulge ourſelves in 
our Follies, and are prejudic'd by our Paſ: 
ſions to the Diſgrace of our Reaſon, and 
the Deſtruction of our Souls: | Any Thing 
that lays the Faculties in a Trance, and 
artieles in favour of our Vices, is received 
with Greedineſs, eſpouſed with Pleaſure, 
and proſecuted with Vigour and Ardency. 
But could. Religion be admitted into our 
Secrets, ſhe is very far from patronizing 
our Follzes, or encouraging Ignorance for 
the Advancement of Devotion; but pro- 
poſes all thoſe Methods of Knowledge 
which are ſalutary and inſtructive, and 
gives a rational Scheme of our Faith to 
thoſe who require an Account of the Hope 
that is in us. She attones for the Irregu- 
larities of this World by the Juſtice of an- 
other, balances the Inconveniences of 
Time by the Happineſs of Eternity, ani- 
mates the Saint by an Aſſurance of Glory, 
and intimidates the Inner by the Proſpect 
of Hell. | 


W 


b Ta1s 


. AProfpe8 of Fudgmint.. 


Tuis future Enjoyment depends upon 8E RM. 
the Quality of oùr preſent Actions, and XV. 


26g 


ſhall be preceded by a ſolemn and tre. WAP 


mendous judgment: The Proceſs ſhall be 
manag'd by the ſtricteſt Wiſdom, and the 
Sentence pronounc'd with the molt 3 accu- 
rate Juſtice. | | 

-HoweveR covert and ſecret we act in 
this World, and cloak and diſſemble our 
Villanies to the Impoſing upon the Cre- 
dulous and Deception of the Innocent; 
we are aſſur'd to be ſolemnly ' arraign'd 
and try'd in another, and that no Artifice 
ſhall deceive our Judge, no Obſcurity 
ſkreen our Actions. 

Thon baſt ſet aur Iniqui ties * thee, 
and our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy 
Countenance, 

FROM which end I ſhall be in- 
duc d, 


Firft; To repreſent the fri and ſevere 


Inſpection of God over our vicious 


Actions ;'our Iniquities are before him, 


our Sins in the Light of bis Counte- 


nance. 


Secondh, 


TI. N 


| Secndy, To prove that theſe viciout 


in order to * er ern and 
Puniſment. 


Thirdy, To how what li ttle Probabili- 
ty there is, that our fecret and clan- 
deftine Sins ſhould eſcape the Cogni- 
'Siiſes of a wiſe and een, 


Fourthly, To point out ſome of the 

Effects which the Conſideration of 

_ God's Omniſcience, and the Proceſs 

of a future Fudgment ought to have 

upon us, who are ſtill A ving and 
wait for the Appearance of our Lord. 


Firſt, I am to repreſent to you the 
ſtrict and ſevere Inſpection of God over 
vicious Actions; Our Iniquities are before 
him, and our Sins in tbe * F bis Coun- 
zenance. 
As God made the World by his omni- 
potent Power, ſo he ſtill rules it by his 
' infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice, and will not 
| ſuffer it to run into Diſorder and Confu- 
, ſion, 


Actions are regiſter'd and recorded, 
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ſion, if it were for no other Reaſon, but 8E RM. 
an inherent Principle of Goodneſs and XV. 
Clemency to his Creatures. Chance and 
Accident have no Share in the Diſpoſal of 
human Affairs; neither can any ſecondary 
Means operate without an expreſs Order 
and Permiffion of a i Cauſe. The moſt 
ſeeming Irregularitics in the moral World, 
are the temporal Proſperities of wicked 
Men, and the Afflictions and Diſaſters - 
which befal the Juſt, This is a ſtanding 
Objection againſt Providence, and has in 
all Ages been a Plea for Infidelity, and an 
Handle for the Diſcontented and Profane 
to take Hold of, Men have either enter- 
tain'd an over-fond Notion of their own 
Virtues and Excellencies, and fo thought 
their particular Affairs not ſufficiently 
taken Notice of in the Adminiſtration of 
Providence; or elſe, they may have been 
X too cenſorious and reflecting upon others, 

and ſo been angry with the great Ruler 

of the World for being too remiſs and de- 

fective in the Puni/oment of their Neigh- 
bours, as well as partial and ſparing in 
his Rewards to themſelves. 


3 Bur 


4 Profpe o Judgment. 
Bor this Exception, (which would tax 


XV. Cod with Supineneſs and Inadvertency on 


the one Hand, as well as Partiality and 


Injuſtice on the other,) may be much 


migitated at preſent from the Nature and 
End of God's Government, and the promiſ- 
cuous Settlement of Families upon Earth; 

and will receive a full and compleat An- 
ſwer from the equitable Sentence which 
ſhall be paſsd at the final Judgment. 
We are to conſider this World as a State 
of Probation, a School of Labour, and a 
Theatre of Sufferings; but Rewards and 
Puniſhments are reſervd for a more con- 
venient Seaſon; Crowns and Sceptres are 
the Product and Growth of Paradiſe. Nay, 
foraſmuch as the Reward is to follow the 
Labour, and to be augmented according 
to the Quality and Diligence of the A- 
gent; foraſmuch as Invitations are given 
to Amendment of Life, and ample Pro- 
miſes proclaim'd to Repentance ; foraſ- 
much, /aftly, as Puniſhment is threatned 
for the Reformation of Offenders, and 
Mercy gives them all fair Warning of their 
Danger, and Love ſuggeſts the moſt pro- 
bable Means of Conyerſion, it is highly 


im- 
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impracticable upon theſe Accounts, that 8ER N. 
the Rigbteous ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd till XV. 
their Fidelity be proved; and their Vie WIE 
tues perfected ; or that the Wicked ſhould 
be reprobated, till Obſtinacy and Perverſ- 
neſs in Sinning have rendered them un- 
worthy and incapable of Pardon. 

sven is the ſettled and ſtated Courſe of 
God's Providence! Such his boundleſs Diſ- 
penſations of Love, and his Fatherly Treat- 
ment of a ll his Children! 
Bur, let not his Honour ſuffer by his 
Condeſcenſion, nor his Juſtice be im- 
peach'd by his Clemency. Think him not 
ſuch an one as ycurſelues: Nor from tjge 
Eaſe and Indolence of Luxurious Mo- 
narchs, form any unworthy Notions of 
the King of Heaven. Do not ſuffer your 
Ignorance to - accuſe, your Perverſeneſs 
to cenſure, your Imper tinence to dulp ute 
with, nor your Pride · to e to your 
Maker, . 

Hear nom, 0 Houſe of I Gael: 4 not — 
Ways equal? Are not your Ways unequal?" 35: 
Are there any Hardſhips or Impoſitions, 
but from yourſelves? Are there any Irre- 
gularities, but in-your Schemes of Goyern- [| 

| ment 1 


2 AProfpet# of Judgment. 


SIN, ment? Alas! Ye are as /ffupid in your 


WY when-you would exempt the Deity from 
any Care of human Affairs, and comple» 
ment him out of the eee ak his 
Creatures! r avec giti nb: 


Semota a mobi rebus, on 7 . 
Ner bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur 
erz Luck. Lib. II. 


pt n. Tb, (lays theſe Libertines), 4 Ged 
i. perceive it? Is there Knowledge in the moſt 
Job xxi, High? How doth God know? Can he judge 
13-14 through the dark Cloud? Thick Clouds are a 


walketh in the Circuit of Heaven, His Reſi- 
dence is at a Diſtance, and his Thoughts 
are taken up with his own Sufficiency. - | 


Tbja fuis pollens OPibuS,— | 
pf 11. On elſe he may be forgetful or regard- 


hide his F , by e never fee 

| it. 
pl ci. g, But e ye Brutiſh among the 
* "_— Ye fool 0 Epicureans when teill ye 
be 


XV. Thoughts, as moral in your Actions, 


Covering to him, that he ſceth not, and he 


lleſs through Indolence; or by Obſtinacy 


= a pO cp = R 
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be wiſe ? He that planted the Ear, ſhall be 8 x RM. 
not bear? He that formed the Eye, ſhall be XV. 
not ſee? He that teacheth Man Knowledge. 
ſhall he not know? Behold, he that keepeth pf. cri. 4) 
Ifrael ſhall neither Slumber nor Sleep: He 
can watch without Wearineſs; know with- 
out Inquiry; act without Fatigue. It is 
your dumb and ſlupid Idols, who have Eyes, Vc cr. 5 
and ſee not; Ears, and hear not; neither © 
is there Breath in their Noſtrils, or Speech 
in their Lips. But the Portion of Faceb 
is not hike them, For how ſhould the Eyes 
of Omni ſcience be blinded,” or the Ears of 
Mercy. ſtopped? How ' ſhould the Fudg- 
ment of eternal Truth be perverted; or 
the Hands of Omnipotence ſhortned. | 
In ſhort, God is vigilant in his Govern- 
ment, prudent in his Reſolutions, fix'd 
in his Decrees, bountiful in his Rewards, 
and juſt in his Puniſhments. He fitteth 
upon the Circle of the Earth, and with one 
comprehenſive View darts through alt the 
Schemes, the Projects, the Attempts, and 
Enterprizes of the Sons of Men. Hell is Job xxvi. 
naked befare him, and Deſtructian hath no®: 
Covering. The Darineſs is no Darkneſs pt cr. 
with him, but the Night is as clear as the*" 


Day : 
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$nx Day: The Darkneſs" and the Light to hint 
XV. are botb alike. His Word is quick ant power- 
KM” ful; and ſharper than any two-edged Sword ; 
42713. piercing even to the dividing aſunder of. Soul 
and Spirit, and of the Foints and Marrow ; 
 andis a Diſcerner.of the Thoughts and In- 
tens of the Heart. Neither is ibere any 
Creature that is not manifeſt. in bis Sight : 
But all Things are naked, und opened into the 
* r polls . 


N 

1— 1 enges Eo in tha. next x Black, 
to ſhew. you, that God is not only a bare 
Surveyor and Inſpector of our Conduct, 


but has regiſtred and recorded all our vi- 


cious Actions; in order to ac 


and! Puniſhment, 

As God has made us aber e 
ſo he will deal with us in another World, 
according to the Quality of our Actions 
in this. Without ſuch an Intention of 
Proceeding, it had been needleſs to have 


made Men reſponſible, and ridiculous to 
— impos'd the Terms of Obedience upon 
them. le bath ſbeued thee, O Man, what 
1 8 He hath moulded the Notions' of 


4 Right 


SS PFD Zea s Freges am 8 8. 
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Right and Wrong into the Conſtitution, of $ E RN. 


cept. upon Precept, have notified the Im- 


— the Law, and the Deſign of 
the Legiſlator. And now what doth the 


Lord thy God. require of. thee? What, but 


to purſue; the deſirable Object; to act by 


Reaſon, and be guided and influenc'd by 
Revelation? From a Conjunction of theſo 
two Principles, the Believer looks beyond 


the Veil, and places himſelf in the Eye 


of an omniſcient and juſt judge. The 
Reſurretbion f the Body is a Doctrine pure - 
ly Chriſtian, and ſuch as could not have 
been diſcoyer'd without the Light of Re- 
velation: But the Inmortality of the Soul 
is demonſtrable from Reaſon; and. a. State 
of future Rewards and Puniſhments was 
generally believ'd by the more ſober and 
thinking Part of the Pagan World. We 
ſcarcely read of any amongſt the Jews 
but the Sadduceesg or amongſt the Philo- 
ſopbers. but the Epicureans, who were fo 
hardy as to deny this ſc}f-evident Truth: 


thy. very Soul; and Line upon. Line, Pre- . 


| 4.49 
.v 00! 


But both theſe Sects are the leſs to be re- 


garded,.. becauſe they aſſerted no other 


Frineipls of Being but Matter, and ab- 


Vor. II. T* ſeolutely 


-_.j en Ke 


eee the” Exiſtence of ethet 
| The Tenets of theſe 
Maden ay be very agreeable to — 
debaut il Practices of our preſent Age, and 
may Hud their ſeverat Advocates and A 
bettors amongſt thoſe Rakes and Iofidels, 
whoſ& Actions can't tand the Teſt of a 
Pigh/eoltt Fillgment, and Whoſe Intereſt and 
Pefire it ie, that thete ſfiould be no Pu- 
Aicbrbent 6 another World to adjuſt the 
i N this- But alas! Reaſon 
will ſuggeſt other Things to Met of fe- 
. Ne Tempets, and Revelation 
will giwe us fſüch a View of the aſt Tri- 


Dan. v. 6. puh, 48 y bed "rhe Points of our 


Yarns, RN os Res finite but Agar 
Surbe/ did TroMbg''®" left thy i 
6 Hod rut Tullgetb"the Eurtb: Thiere is a 
Afi us inipartial Being, Who Has noted 
Atte alf bur ARtions in bs Biot, who his 
ited”. out Mach in the” Cant of 
Heaven?" and ſumwof'd in Evidence 4. 
en nt. d {he laft and tremendous Aſfize. 
The Ehud, it bonmng, M the which l that 
are 1 dhe Ghee fpell ber Hr Voice, and 
A. che "forth! weh that babe ' dee 
c. "Wire the ſora of Lee, and 
AL 40 they 
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they tlat laue dme Evil unto! the Rec BE RM, 
ſurrection of. I Damnation... The Judgment. XY, 
Seat ſhall be erected i in the. Air, and the a 
crucified Neſus, our Judge, hall deſcend | 
from' Heaven, and enter the awful Court 

with the glittering Retinue of Cherubim 

and Seraphim, The Archangel ſhall pre- 

cede, with a mighty Shout and the Trump 

of God, and ſhall found the dreadful A- 

larm into the Ears of the Dead, the Re- 
poſitories of the Grave, and the mate 
Apartments, of Hell. 

- ST». Jalm has given as. n ſych; a lively De. 
ſer:ption of the laf Day, has entred ſo 
minutely into the Circumſtances, of the 
Proceſs, and, recounted with ſuch Exact- 
neſs the Number and Quality of the Per- 
ſons to be, judged, that I cannot do Juſtice 
| to my preſent Subject, unleſs ] recite his 
| Words as they are recorded at large in the 
2 och of the Revelation, and the 13th, 1446, 
| and 1 5% Verſes : 1 ſaw g great white 

Throne, and bim that ſat on it, from whoſe 
; Face the Earth and the Heaven fled away, and 
here uuns found no Place for;them, And 1 
; ſaw the Dead, Small and Great, ſtand before 
} Cod ʒ and the Books were opened: And anotber - 
N MS Book 


a % <. x 
CY) 
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70 their inn And the Sed N ß the 
| Dead which work in it; an Death and Hell 
| delivered up the Dead which were in them': 
| And they were Judge ed every Mun according 
| to their renn 12290 
Wn O tekrible Shock! O amazing Proſpect 
When all the Sons and Daughters of Adam 
ſhall make one ſolemn Appearance before 
their Judge! When no Sex' or Age ſhall 
be excuſed, no Rank or Quality * ex- 
empted! ed; tl sch No c 0 
| PR Orrs 80 br Sight) When Hall ſhall 
8 open her Mouth, and throw Gut her di- 
| ftreſs'd and ghaſtly Tnhabitants! When the 
Sepulchres ſhall burſt open, and the ſe- 
= Waal Particles of dead Bodies be re · invigo- 
tated and enliven'd! When the great 
Deep ſhall difcloſe her Treaſure, and the 
Blood of Behemoth and Leviathan be re- 
compacted into the Ne and Blood of 
Men! Nn 
Brok I leave this SubjeR; 1 wodld 
* willingly remark' to thoſe,” who, without 
9 may be concert di in the dam- 
natory 


= ———— — — 
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natory Sentence on the Left: band, that$ ERNI. 
there is a wonderful Terror and Ma- XV. 
jeſty convey: d to us under the Expreſſion "IP 

of the Light 'of God's Countenance. For this 

Light diſpels all Darkneſs, and irradiates 

the moſt obſcure Objects: It ſtrikes into 

the hidden Receſſes and Caverns of a lurk- 

ing Heart, and expoſes all the ſubtle In- 
trigues of Villany to the public View id 
Saints and Angel. 

Lon pl Who can ſhew his Rar a- 
gt ſucha glitter ing and innocent Crowd 
of Spectators! Who can bear the Searches 


«# + Ai 


the penetrating Eye of Deniſcionce? Who 
can appear in ane. rener AY Hod, IV 
he is angry? 

| Moſes, at the; J 8 MI 7k AL Exod. 
mighty, was forc d to be hid in the Clift 2 
the Rock, and to be covered with the Hang 
of God; and was only permitted to /ce the 
Back-parts of bis Glory, becauſe us Man 
could fee his Face and live: And yet the 448 
Proclamation, at this ſolemn Time, was, 
in theſe ſoft and endearing Terms, . The 
Lord, the Lord God, M. erciful « and Gracious, 
Long-ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs ang 

T 3 Truth ; 


2 


we A Popes & of Yullihment. 


Se kb. Truth; keeping” Mercy for Thouſands, fore 
XV. 4 zie Tniquity,” and Tranſgrefſion, and Sin. 

Nov / Tote binder Parti of God's 
Glory were ſo majeſtic; and the Procla- 
mations or Goodneſs and Parum fo ſtar- 
fling; What ſhall we fay, when the Scene 
is ſo diſadvantageouſly ae and the 
Mlalefactor is confronted Face to Face? 
What ſhall we fay, when Mercy itſelf is 
heated into Vengeance? When Terror fits 
on the Brows, when Lightning flaſhes from 
the Eyes, and the rigbtlaiming Thunder- 
bolts are thrown from tlie Hands of our 
Judge? Shew now thy Craft, if thou art 
able, O thou dandeſtine Sinner! Put on 
thy blaſpheming Airs, if thou dareſt, O 
thou Bully of Virtue! Aſſert the Cauſe of 
Dari, if thou haſt Courage, O chou 
Aged 1 Satan, and woes! * nn 

_ | 
2 Wis "hall ana befor thee, when 


If. iir. #hou art angry? Who" ſhall appear in thy 


© 


. 3. 4: 5-Preſenice, hen the Sword is bathed in Hen 


ven, and Hall come down upon the People of 
thy Curse to Fullgment. Fur behold, the In. 
dignation of the Lord is upon the Sinners of 
wp n, and bis Fury upon all their 
* Armees, 


_—_— ——_— n n 1 —— — 
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Armies, and the Mountains ſhall be meltedSE R M. 
. with their Blood. The Elements ſhall be diſ- XV. 


folo'd with fervent Heat, and the Heavens 
ſhall be rolled together as a Scrole: And * 
their Hoſt ſhall fall drum as a Leaf falleth 
off from the Vine, and as a falling Fig from 
the Fig Free. 


Whom now haſt thou reproached? Againſt 


whom haſt thou exalted thy Voice, thou A- 
theiſt and Infidel? Where is thy Defiance, 
O thou cuſtomary Swearer ? Where wilt 
thou ſculk, O thou painted Hypocrite ? 
What compaſſionate Rock ſhall fall upon 
thee ? What friendly Mountain ſhall cover 
thee, O thou Harlot and Adulterer ? 


LoRD ! Strengthen us in this trying and 


diſconſolate Day, and let thy Merits plead 
effectually for our Pardon. Prepare us, 
O loving Saviour, againſt the Terrors of 
thy Father's Juſtice and Vengeance; and 
revive our drooping Souls with a favourable 
Sentence at thy Tribunal. Amer. 
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A Proſpect of J ud "ry 


mie \P8ALN 1 XC. 8. 
7 " ho ſet our Tniquities before 


'\thee, and our... ſecret Sins in the 
— 1 of ay Coun tenance. 


TUE 


MONO the many. — $x n, 
ments and Reſtraints of Wicked- XVI. 
a grad and the Variety of Expe- SY 
dients to curb and reclaim Sinners, the 
molt prevailing and over-ruling one is the 
Dread of Puniſhment. The Law is but 
a Dead Letter without a Sanction; and 
the Court of Conſtience muſt grow lan- 
guid and unactive if it were not quickned 
and invigorated by the unn of ape 
ral Judicatures. 

Wi Ar Pbilgſopbers * urg'd about 
the Diſgrace and Turpitude of Moral Evil, 


and 


* 


| 4 
| 
| 
[| 
| 
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SERM. and what Droines have more livelily _ 
XVI. ſented the Beauty of 
Wand the Obligations of Reveal d Religion 
would hive, but, a ſmall Influence pon 
lMikds}' unleſi Men's 
Perſons were firſt attack d, and their Cir- 
cumſtances reduc'd by their View — 
Ir is true indeed that ſome extravagant 
Debauchees, ſome ambitious and popular 
Spirits, or ſome leſs nthin 
8015 may, be 1 — 2 Jed 
this Rule: But gaben the 
Fear of Death, and the Principles of Self- 
| Love and Preſervation, lay a Tie upon our 
7 5 40 e en. when other Methods pro un · 
ſucceſsful, and Morality itſelf paſſeg fox an 
"4 kolben. and Divinity for Cant,” 
As wicked as the World is at preſent, 
the Priſon and the Gallows are ſome Secu- 
rity againſt Violence; »:fome; Prevention of 
'Robberies, and ſome Guard to an honeſt 
Man's Property. The Terror of an Exe- 
cution works more upon the Cowardice of 
a Male factor, than the Admonitions of the 
Page will do won ys Heart and Princt- 


I REA- 
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- TxEADILY grant; that it may be ob- S EANI. 
jected im this Caſe, that preſent Dunget XVI. 
has ſome Influence which Diſtance and "YO 
Obſcurity would much abate; and the 

Sight of the Preeipiee may guide thoſe 

Feet which Night and Darkneſs would 

hurry into Deſtruction. But ſtill I muſt 
remind you, that Har is a prevailing Paſ- 

ſion in human Nature; and the very Ap- 
prehenfions of Puniſhment muſt be ſhock- 

ing and terrible to a Criminal. For though 

the Danger ſhould be remote, and the 
Execution at ſome: Diſtance, yet the Cer- 
tainty of the Event, and the Majeſty of 

our Judge, muſt work upon a Man who 

has any Remainder of Thought and Rea- 

fois Sv O .ncion bus enn 0 

As for thoſe who are given over to 
reprabute Mind, and bee Conſciences are 1 Tim. iv, / 
fear'd with an hot Trot ; - 0h0 draw Iniquity 16 v. 18. 
with- Cords of Vanity," and Sin as it were 
with u Cart Rope; who drink with Greedi- 
ng at the polluted Stream, and wallow 
with Pleaſure in the Filth and Mire of their 
own Corruption: Theſe are to be left out 


$32 


of our preſent Scheme, and to be aflign'd 


over | to another Method of Conviction. 
Yi Knowing 
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Sz & M. Knowing the Terror of the Lord, we are to 
XVI. perſuade Men; but ſuch Men only as are ca- 
pale of Perſugſun, and are not wholly in- 
ſenſible of Remorſe, and obſtinately deaf 
to Reproof and Argument. To theſe de- 
luded Perſons we offer - the Terms of Re- 
conciliation, and the Conditions of Par- 
| don, in hopes that a Senſe of Dange 
| Fear of Death, the Approach of Judg- 
ment, and the Certainty of Damnation, 
may, produce a Change in their Pr inciples, 
| and a Reformation of their Manners. 
| Tum be not decti uad, my Brethren, by 
the Craft of Satan, and the Allurements of 
| Sin; not/impoſe upon yqur Reaſon by any 
| 


falſe Arguments or carnal Suggeſtions. Be 

not preſumptuous and profane, O ye Sin- 
ners, becauſe God doth not immediately 
ariſe, and ſtatter bis: Enemies; neither 
bdlame the Divine Juſtice and Wiſdom, 
becauſe ſuch as hate him do not melt like 
Wax at the Fire, and vaniſh as à Miſt be- 
fore the Sun. What though the Puniſh- 

ment ſhould not dog at the Heels of Sin, 

nor Sentence be. ſpeedily executed againſt Evil. 
Doers, by Claps of Thunder from above, 

or the Opening of the Earth, and the Yawn- 


WL. ng 


0 
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ing of Hell from beneath? The Suſpenſion 8 E Rt. 
of Juſtice is no Security to a Malefactor, XVI. 
nor the Forbearance of God any Argument 


for Miſtruſt or Infidelity. God is not 
fickle in his Reſolutions, unmindful of his 


Laws, or backward in his Executions. He — 
is nt Man that be ſhould lis, neither tbe © 


Son , Man that be ſhould repent. Hutb be 

ſaid, and ſhall be not do it? Or hath be ſpo- 
ken, and ſhall he not male it good? He hath 
guarded his Ordinances with the moſt ter- 
rible Sanctions, and appointed a ſoſemn 
Day for Retribution: He watches his Ser- 
vants with the moſt jealous Eye, and pens 
down their — _ * ſtrict 
eſt Impartiality. - 


Thau haft ſet our "Tituitios befor thee and 
our Sera . in the "uy of thy mu- 
nano. 

FRO theſe Woids I propoſed . a 
laſt Diſcourſe, Mi 


** 5790 
Huf, To PTY 1 atria 5 ſe- 
vere Inſpection of God over our vi- 
cious Actions: Our Higuities are be- 
ore God, our Sins in * e bis 
Cuntenane. 


— 
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XVI. -Seconidly,, To 8 dbecs isles 
actions are regiſter d and recorded, 
mim order to future Fudgmemt and 
uniſhu ment. 
an X TONS A etfi ai bun. 4 10 E. 
> + Fhirdy; To hevi what little Probabil i- 
ty there 1 18, that our ſecret and lan- 


— 


o\, »Weftene Sins ſhould eſcape the Cogni- 


41% „ 
1 Rom Sf A ονν,ux bt) A bab 
„ 4 out ſome of the 
Effects which the Conſideration of 
Nw God's Omniſcience, and theProcets 
aof a Future: Judgment ought to have 
upon us, who are ſtill Haurg and 
0 xi fer the nene ne Lord 
WO Wann ee ee 
; T HE * former of theſe Particulan 
have been already diſcourſed of in this 
Place: And the wo latter are nojw(to' be 
offer d to your Conſideration. 
bas Pint od3:202l93451 oT Aw 
1 Ther dy TuRN, 3 to ſhew What lit- 
dle Probability there is, that our ſerret and 
clandeſtine Sins ſhould eſcape the Cogni- 
zance of a wiſe and impartial God. 


* 
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I de may guelb/at' Men's Thoughts by 8 K vr; 
their bo dan one would be apt to con- 22 
dad, chat it W not ſo mach: tes 
a read ef 5%, 2. the Fear and Shame 
of Puhiſiment; w Hch lays Reſtraint upon 
offenders. Men are willing to truſt God's 
Mercy and Forbestance, are defirous to 
argue themſelves 1 into 1 and In- 
fidelity, and are fond of choaking the Ap- 
prebenſions öf Vengeance and Retribu- 
don, if they can but impoſe üpon the 
| World by a She and Appearance of Ho- 


| 

f BY neſty;! and cover their crafty. and ſiniſter 
& | Defigns ag no ies _ of 
le 

d 


Vous: and Devbtion- 4 4 bettoggs) 


Nov to ſuch Packs F chele are, un- 
det whatſoever Clan or Denbmination of 
dinders they may Be rank'd} Whether they 
be Hypoerites or It Mel, whether-they be 
Knives or Atulterers ; it is always proper 
to inculcate, that their ecret Sins are pla- 
ted in the Light God's Cuumenance. 
This Lig bt diſpe Is all Darkness, and irra- 
diates Bk moſt Jobs Objects: It ſtrikes 


4 into the Hidden Receſſes and Caverns of a 

n firkibg Heart, and expoſes all the fubtile 

Intrigues of Villany to the public View of 
p 


Sarnts 
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$8 Ar Saints and Agel. Lord I. Who can ſhew 
V his Deformity amongſt ſuch. 
Wand innocent Crowd of Spectators? Who 


a glittering 


can bear the Searches of infinite Wiſdomꝰ 
Who can ang $81 penetrating Eye 


| of Omniſcience? xr 91g no .whasR0 


Ix there were — | Plea, for a dinner at 
the laſt. Judgment, or if Secrecy could, be 
any Screen for Guilt, it muſt ariſe either 
from the Incrance, the Þ:dulgence, or In- 
potence of the Judge. asd Voi: t it 

1. Turn is no poſſible Plea for Ignd4 
rance in our Judge, whoſe Eſſence is found 
ed in Knowledge, Whoſe Government dt 
ſupported by Wiſdom, and Whoſe Provi- 
dence extends to the Falling.of. @ Sparrow 

to the Ground, and. the Numbering of the 
very Hairs upon our Head. As for dumb 
Idols, they, may have Ears and bear not, Eyes 


and ſee not, Hands and handle not; neither 


is there Speech in their Lips, Motion in 
thelr Limbs, or Underſtanding, i in; their 
Heart. All they that make them are . like 
unto them, fo are all thoſe ; that Fall gown and 
awor ſhip them; as ſtupid in their Actions as 


the Stock end the Stone l they adore, 
8 


* * 1 
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as ignorant of the Deity as the dumb Idols 8 ERNI. 
of the Addreſſes of their Votaries. XVI. 

Bor the Portion of Jacob is not D 
them : The Lofty One, which inhabiteth E- 
ternity, bears no Reſemblance to Wood or 
Stone; nor can Immenſity be repreſented 
by the Engraver or the Goldſmith, 

2. NEITHER is a flothful Hidulgence 
any more to be imputed to our Judge, 
than an Ignoraucr of our Actions. 15 7 

Tus Love of our God is what we have 
the greateſt Reaſon to admire, if we look 
upon ourſelves either as Men or Cbriſtians, 
and have the Uſe of Reaſon to conduct 
our Affairs in this Life, and the Promiſes 
of Religion to glorify and reward us in 
another. Becauſe Sentence is not ſpeedily keeleſ. 
executed againſt Evil-doers, a falſe Con- . 
ſtruction may be put upon the Almighty's 
Actions, and the Hearts of the Sons of 
Men may be fully ſet in them to do Evil, 

Bur this Proceeding is as ridiculous in 
true Reaſoning, as it is fatal in its Conſe- 
quences. Forbearance is no Argument of 
impunity, nor Condeſcenſion any Dimi- 
nution of Honour. Thou art inexcuſable, Rom. ii. 5 
Man, whoſoever thou art, that judgeſt 

Vor. II. U and 
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Sz RM. and atteſt at this unreaſonable; and inſo-— 
XVI. lent Manner: For thinke/?- thou that thou 


Rom E halt eſcape. the Fudgment of Gad? Or de- 


ſpiſeſt thou the Riches of bis Goodneſs,” and 
Forbearauce: and Long-ſujfering, not knowing - 


that the Goadneſi of God: ſbould lead thee 1 


Repentance?\\ Ate the Means of thy Hap- 


pineſs turn d into thy Deſtruction,” and 


what ſhould pręſerve made the Inſtrument 


Ver. 5, 6. of thy Ruin? After thy Hardneſi and im- 


penttent, Heart, trenſurrſt thou up unto thy- 


elf Wrath againſt, the Day & Wrath; and 


Revelation of the righteaus Judgment of God, 
who, will render to every Man according to 
his:Deeds? To them who, by: patient Cunti- 


nuance in Well-doing, ſeek for Glory and Ho- 
nour, and Immortality; Glory, Honour, and 


ver. 8, 9. Peace; and eternal Life : But unto them 


that are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey Unrighteouſneſs ; I. ee and 
Wrath, Tribulation aud Anguiſh, upon ny 
Soul of Man that doth Evil. | 


To argue from the Tranſactions of this 
World, when Judgment is-ſettled to ano- 
ther, is to confound the Means with the 


ud, and to claim the Reward before the 


Concluſion of the Labour. The Nature 
| of 
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of the Proceſs and the Juſtice of the Pro- S ERM. 
ceedings require, that our Fidelity ſhould XVI. 
be tried, our Virtues perfected, our Temp 
tations conquer'd, our Courage ſignaliz d, 
and our Patience compleated, before the 
Judge of Truth and Righteouſneſs can 
diſtinguiſh our ſeveral Pretenſions, and 
ſettle our Claims by the Quality of our 
Actions. This World is not a proper 
Place for Retribution; neither could the 
Joys of the Nighteous be perfect amidſtt 
the Weeping and Wailing of Sinners; nor 
the Puniſhment of Sinners adequate to 
their Crimes in the Height of the Exul- 
tations and Hallelujabs of Saints. Such a 
Mixture would take off from the Enjoy- 
ments of the one, and mitigate the Mi- 
ſeries of the other; and by Conſequence 
be injurious to the Juſtice and Promiſes 
of God, and tend to the Decay of Piety, 
and the Pr WINS of Vice upon 
Earth, 


3. A svyros'D Impotence or Inability in 
our Judge, can be no ras, Agog to 
a Sinner. 

Tuis indeed may poſſibly be the Caſe 
of human Judicatures, and may be deplor'd 

U 2 as 
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SERM. as the Effect of the Weakneſs of our 
XVI. Laws, and the Deficiency of Evidence; 
but when Omniſcience is to try, and in- 
finite Juſtice is to determine, the Criminal 
ſtands but a poor Chance, and clandeſtine 
Villany is ſtripp'd of her Protection. Ar- 

tifice and Evaſion are of no Uſe; Night 

and Darkneſs are no Covert or Conceal- 
ment; Craft and Dexterity cannot evade 
the Sentence; nor Party and Prejudice 
Ther, miſlead the Judge. The Lord himſelf ſhall 
6. deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, with the 
Vaice-of - the Archangel, and with the Trump 
F God : And we muſt all appear before the 
Fudgment-Seat of Chrift, that every one may 
receive the Things done in his Body, accord- 
ing to moth be hath t ꝛohether it be good 
or bad. | 


* 


Hana this 8 of Judgment, and 
this Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments, let us proceed in the 44 Place to 
make ſuch a Diſpoſition of our Affairs, 
and ſuch an Improvement of our Talents, 
that we may meet our Judge with Safety, 
and receive the final Sentence with Com- 
fort... 


1. Turn 


A Preſpect of a | 


1. THEN, Let Death and Judgment be SERM, 
always before our Eyes, as the Stage we XVI. 


muſt certainly paſs through, and the Port 
we expect ſpeedily to arrive at. There is 
no Dodging or Prevarication in this Caſe; 
no Artifices or Illuſions to ſilence the De- 
crees of Fate, or bribe our Executioner and 
reſpite our Condemnation, The Certain» 
ty of our Fate ſhould tie us down to our 
Duty, and the paſſing of our Accounts fix 
us to Vigilance and Sobriety. Since a# 
Tings ſhall be diſſolv d, and a new Heaven 
and a new Earth, refin'd by Fire, and pu- 
rifted by Righteouſneſs, ſhall be prepar'd 
for, thoſe that love and obey their God, 

what manner of Men ought we to be in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs, looking for 
the Appegrance, and haſtening daily to the 
Coming of our Judge and Saviour? 

2. Tue Nicety and Impartiality of a 
future Judgment ſhould baniſh all Self- 
love or Partiality to any of our Actions, 
and make us place Things in that due 
Light which they muſt one Day appear 
in. For ſince there is nothing hid which 
ball not be open'd, and nothing ſecret which 
hall not be reveal d, what does it fignify 

U 3 to 
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SBRM, to cloak or diſſemble our Faults, to var- 
XVI. nich and paint over our Deformities? What 
NN does it fignify to aggravate our Damnation 


by accumulating our Guilt, and to put a 
keener Edge upon Vengeance by our Dif- 
ſimulation and Hypocriſy ? . 


3. Luar us frequently and inipartially 
try ourſelves by the Rules of that Law, 
by which God will finally judge the In- 
habitants of this World; ſo that propo- 
ſing the Scriptures for a Rule and Standard 
of our Actions, we may have a right No- 
tion of Faith and Repentance, and know 
how to invigorate ſome Duties by Perſe- 
verance, and to expiate for other Omiſ- 
ſions by Reformation and Amendment. 


Ir is the Apoftle's Advice to judge our- 


ſelves, that we be not judged of the Lord; 


and certainly there cannot be a more ra- 
tional Way of Proceeding, than for Men 
obnoxious to Sin, to look into the Miſ- 
carriages of their paſt Lives; to arraign 
themſelves for the Neglect of what is 
commanded, and abhor the Commiſſion of 
what is ferbiddenz and by an humble and 
hearty Confeſſion of paſt Iniquities, and a 
zealous Engagement in the future Conduct 

of 


A Prospect of Fudgmont. 


of their Lives, to expect the Aſſiſtances SE RM, 
of God's Grace for the Pardon of their XVI. 
former Sins, and the Furtherance of his "VV 


Help for the performance of more ac- 
. Service, through the alone Me- 
rits of our all- ſufficient Redeemer. 

Tuts, is a Method of Proceeding which 
will be juſtified by the Humiliations of 
Ezra, the Penance of David, the Con- 
feſſion of the Prophets, and the Deport- 
ment of Saints and Martyrs: This is a 
Method of Proceeding, which will pre- 
pare us for the ſecond Appearance of our 
Lord, and ſweeten the Terrors of an ap- 
proaching Judgment; which will take 
out the Sting of Death, and filence the 
Execution of Devils; which will ſeat us 
at the Right-hand of our Judge at the laſt 
Day, and entitle us to that comfortable 
Sentence, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, 
enter into the Joy of your Lord, and inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World. 


* Now, O God, who haſt prepared 


for them that love thee, ſuch Things as 
0 1 Man s Underſtanding, pour into 


U 4 our 
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SER Ms. our Hearts ſuch Love towards thee, 
XVI. «© that we, loving thee above all Things, 
may obtain thy Promiſes, which ex- 


« ceed all that we can deſire, thraugh 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


TRE Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
* Underſtanding, keep your Hearts and 
«© Minds in the Knowledge and Love of 
«© God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
*« Lord; Ard the Blefling of God Al- 
« mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and re- 
c main with you always. Amen. 


Reſigna- 


Reſignation to the Divine 
Will: 


In Two SERMONS. 


1 SaM. III. 18. 
I is the Lord: Let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. 


HESE Words were ſpoken by g RRR. 
old Eli, when he received a ve- XVII. 
ry ſhocking Meſſage from the VV 
Mouth of Samuel, concerning ſeveral Judg- 
ments which God had determined to exe- 
cute upon him, for ſome notorious and 
ſcandalous Practices in his Family. 
How remiſs ſoever Eli might have been 
in the former Government of his Chil- 
dren, and by the Impunity of their Enor- 
mities made the Lord's People to blaſpbeme; 
yet his preſent Conduct is very commend- 


able, 


% 
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SERM.able, and his Reſolutions in Adverſity are 
XVII. a proper Leſſon for all that acknowledge 
an Omnipotent God, and an Over-ruling 


Providence. 
v In this mix'd and unſettled State, where 
all Things happen alike unto all, and there 
is one Event to the Righteous and to the 
Wicked, we muſt expect our Share of Af 
Nictions as well as Mercies; and ſhould be 
arm'd with proper Confiderations to exer- 
ciſe our Patience in a low Fortune, as well 
as expreſs our Joy and Gratitude in a more 
exalted one. For as Promotion cometh nei- 
ther from the Eaſt nor the Weſt, nor yet from 
the South; and why, God is the Judge, be 
putteth down one, and ſettetb up another. 
So Men are not the abſolute Carvers of 
their own Stations, but muſt refer their 
Pretenſions to a ſuperior Judgment, and 
quietly acquieſce in the Determinations 
of Heaven. 

I is the Lord: Le⸗ bim do wha fem: 
eth him good... \ + 

Tnar we may know the full Purport 
of theſe Words, and make a due Im- 
a of the Doctrine contain d un- 
der 


N 0 — 
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der them, I think it proper to . conſider 
them, 


Firſt, As they relate to old Eli's Beha- 


viour under thoſe ſeveral Calamities 
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S ERM. 
XVII. 


WI 


which are here threaten'd againſt him 


by God. 


Secondly, As they may be a ſerviceable 
Lecture of Patience and Refignation 
to us in the ſame Circumſtances, or 
under any other Diſpenſations and 
Allotments of Providence. 


Firſt, Ir will be proper for the Under- 
ſtanding of the due Extent and true 
Meaning of the Words of the Text, to 
conſider them as they relate to Eli's Con- 
duct and Behaviour under thoſe ſeveral 
Calamities which are here threaten'd a- 
gainſt him by God, and proclaimed by the 
Mouth of his Servant Samuel. And if we 
would take a juſt Eſtimate of Elibs Con- 


dition, we muſt peruſe the Catalogue of 


Judgments denounced againſt him in the 


ſecond Chapter of the ht Book of Samuel, 
from Verſe the 27/h to the End of the 


Chapter. 
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SE RM, Chapter, What is there deliver'd at large 
XVII. ſhall be reduced to theſe he Heads, and 
| Oe diſtinctly diſcourſed of in the en 


Method. 


1. As theſe Judgments and Calamities 
related to Elis Perſon. 

2. To his Grcumſtances. 

3. To his Sons then in Being. 

4. To all ſaceeding Generations. 

5, To his Country and Religion. 


1. LET us look unto ſuch Judgments 
and Calamities as are here threaten'd a- 
gainſt Elis Perſon ; which were very ter- 
rible and ſurprizing in all their ſeveral 
Branches and Circumſtances, and muſt 
conſequently raiſe in us an Idea of the 
Spirit and Reſolution of that Man, who 
with Patience and Contentment reſign'd 
up himſelf to Sufferings. 

WuzREAs Eli was poſſeſs'd of the 
Prieſthood, one of the moſt honourable and 
beneficial Employments amongſt the Few- 
i/þ Nation, and to which was annexed a 
Promiſe to his Forefather Aaron, that it 
ſhould be his and his Poſterity's by a perpe- 


tual 
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tual Statute for evermore; and a Renewal 8 E RN. 


of the ſame to Phinebas under the Name 
and Title of the Covenant of Peace, even 
the Covenant of an everlaſiing Prieſthood, to 
him and his Seed after him: Whereas this 
high Employment (I ſay) was lineally de- 
ſcended to Eli, and entailed upon his Fa- 
mily, God was now pleaſed to reverſe his 
own Decree, and for the Irregularity of 
El:i's Houſe to diſplace the preſent Poſſeſ- 
ſor, and to debar-the- future Inheritance. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, I ſaid? 
indeed that thy Houſe and the Houſe of thy 


XVII. 


2 


Sam. © 


Father ſhould walk before me for ever : * 7 


now the Lord ſaith, Be it far from me; for 
them that honour me I will honour, and they 
that deſpiſe me ſhall be hightly eſteemed. Be- 
hold the Days come that I will cut off thine 
Arm, and the Arm of thy Father's Houſe, 
that there ſhall not be an old Man in thine 
Houſe | 

TH1s was a Calamity the more ſhocking 
and terrible, the more grievous and afflict- 
ing, becauſe it lighted upon a Man who 
had ſeen ſo many Years of Plenty and 
Proſperity, and might not perhaps ſuſpect 
or dream of any enſuing Scenes of Trou- 


ble; 


— — — — — 
— 
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| 
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SER M. ble; but builded upon the Expectation of 

XVII. God's Promiſe, that he ſhould make a 

P peaceable Exit in a good Old-Age, and 
never experience the Rigour of ſuch un- 

common judgments, as would Sing bis 
grey Hairs with Sorrow and * nk 
down to the Grave. 

Bur ſee now the Terrors of the Lord 
ſet in Array againſt - Him, and all the Ex- 
pectations of Life'daſh'd at one fatal Sum- 
mons: But ſtill the” Sufferer keeps his 
Temper, and oppoſes no Arms to Ven- 
geance but Patience and Reſignation. He 
enters no Proteſts againſt the Legality of 
God's Proceedings, offers no palliating Ar- 

guments in Extenuation of his Crimes, 
nor utters one fingle Complaint at the 
Pronouncing of his Doom. How he might 
be inwardly affected, may be eaſily gueſs d 
by the Submiſſion of his outward Beha- 
vious: But his Guilt and Shame reſted 
upon his Mind, and his dying Words ac- 
quitted the Sentence of his judge, and 
threw the Criminal on the Mercy of Pro- 
vidence. I is the Lord: Let bim do what 
ſeemeth bim good. Un Nn 


2. To 
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2. To Els perſonal Misfortunes, let us 8 ER M. 
add thoſe of his Grcumſtances, as a farther XVII. 
Inſtanee of his er to the Divine 
Will. 

He w0as to fee an Enemy in his Habita- 1 Sam. f. 
tion, in all the Wealth which God had given 32. 
to Tract : The Revenues of the Prieſthood 
were to be taken from him; the Seat of 
Fudicature was to be temoved from his 
Houſe ; a more Faithful Minifter was to be | 
ſubſtituted in his Place, and all the pro- | 
fitable Perquiſites of his Poſt. an enrich. | 
another Family: | | 

HR Wealth and Honour take their 
Farewel of an old Man: Poverty and 
Diſgrace ſucceed in the Place of them; 
and no other Cure is left for his Diſaſters 
but Patience, no other Dependence but 
Submiſſion to Almighty Power. 


3. LET us confider the Greatneſs af 
this Calamity to Eli, as it might the more 
ſenſibly affect him by the Loſs of his Sons. 
The whole Hiſtory of this Tranſaction 
does ſo abundantly ſet forth the fatherly 
Love and Tenderneſs of Eli, that it lays 
his owrr Ruin, and all the diſmal Conſe- 
N of it, to his Indulgence and Re- 


miſſneſs: 
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SE RM. miſſneſs: And from hence we may gueſs 
XVII. what an unwelcome Meſſenger that muſt 
We, who brought him the News of his 


tuo Sons Death at the ſame Time. For 
what more cutting Mortification could 
happen to helpleſs and declining Age, than 
to ſee itſelf ſurvive the Comforts of this 
Life, and to have the Pledges of its Love 
torn from its Boſom at one Stroke? It is 


the firſt Principle of Nature to have a 
tender Concern, for our Off-ſpring 3 and 


though a Child ſhould not in all Reſpects 
happen to anſwer the Expectation of his 
Parent, yet the Fondneſs of the one will 


eaſily excuſe the Defects, and palliate the 


Miſmanagement of the other, 


In what moving and pathetic Terms 
did David expreſs his Sorrow for the Death 
of Abſalom, although he was in actual Re- 
bellion againſt him, and ſtudied by the 
baſeſt Means to dethrone him? O my Sor 
Abſalom, my Son, my Son Abſalom ! Would 
God I had died for. thee, O Abjalom, my Son, 
my Son! What a Looſe is here given to 
Paſſion? And how eaſily does the Father 
get the Aſcendent over the Man? How 


ſloon is an Act of Oblivion paſs d, and the 


Rebel- 


A 
8 
& 

iy 


Reſignation to the Divine Will. 305 
Rebellion of a Subject pardon'd, upon theSERM. 
Conſideration of his being a Sen? Hu- XVII. 


manity, it ſeems, could no longer reſtrain 
itſelf from a publick Lamentation; and 
the King had no Spirit to triumph over a 
proſtrate Enemy, when Nature had. told 
that it was his own Fleſh and Blood. 

Now we have Reaſon to conclude, that 
this Repreſentation of David might be 
Eli's Caſe, if we conſider his Indulgence - 
to his Children, and his immediate Expi- 
ration at the fatal News of his #4wo Sons 
being lain in the Battle with the Phili- 
tines : And from this paternal Affection 
we may gather the Greatneſs of his Sub- 
miſſion, who could make the pious and 
ſolemn Declaration in the Text, when he 
was touch'd in the moſt tender Part, and 
threaten'd in a Concern as dear to him as 
his own Life. 

4. LET us ſee the Calamities here 
threaten'd, as reſting upon Eli's Poſterity. 
Tux Vengeance of God was not ſatis- 
fied with the Death of Eli and his tao 
Sons, but was ſo cloſely to purſue his Off- 
ſpring, that the Increaſe of his Houſe was | 
to die in the Flower of their Age; and thoſe 

3 VOL. IL - BB who 
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Sg NM. who were made fat with the Offerings of 


XVII. 


kya, ape were to be ſo reduced and neceſſi- 


. tated, that they ſhould come and crouch for 


36. 


à Piece of Silver, and a Morſel of Bread, 


and ſay, Put me (T pray thee) into one of 
the Prieſts Offices, that I may eat 4 Piece 
of Bread. | 
- gthly and laftly, Eli's Country and Reli- 
gion were to ſhare in the common Cala- 
mity, | 
An Enemy was to be ſeen in the goodly 
Habitations of Facob ; and their old Anta- 
goniſts, the Philiſtines, were now to be- 
come proſperous and triumphant. To 
conclude the Tragedy — The good old 
Man was to ſee the Captivity of the Ark 
and the Deſolation of his Brethren; and 
after a Life of ninety and eight Years, (and 
forty of them ſpent in Fudging of Iſrael) 
was to expire with his Country, his Patri- 
mony, and his Religion. 


Sucn was Eli's Fate, ſuch the preſent 
Judgments on his Children, ſuch the ſuc- 
ceeding Curſe of his Pofferity, and ſuch 
the Viſitation of God on Fudea! And 1 
thought it proper to give you this hiſtori- 
cal Account of Eh's Sufferings, in order 

- | to 
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to take a proper Eſtimate of his Submiſ- SR Rm, 
fion and Reſignation, The true Uſe and XVII. 


Improvement of this Subject in the like 
Acts of Patience and Contentment ſhall 
be the Buſineſs of another Diſcourſe. What 
at preſent may ſeem of farther Neceſſity 
to be remark d to you is, the Crimes of 
Eli, which occaſion d the Sufferings which 
he now ſubmits to. For though Ek's 
Conduct under his preſent Misfortunes 
might be very exemplary and commenda- 
ble, yet the Cauſes of his Viſitation and 
the Motives of God's Diſpleaſure might 
not be ſo inoffenfive and excuſable; no 
more than that Patient is to be juſtified for 
bringing a Diſeaſe upon himſelf, who may 
deſerve our Applauſe for ſubmitting to a 
due Regimen of Phyſic when the Mala- 
dy is upon him, 

IT is the Province of Wiſdom, by the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon and the Application 
of Strength, to prevent Misfortunes: And 
when, for the effecting theſe Ends, pro- 
per Care has been taken, and yet, from 
Cauſes unſeen: or the ſuperior Determina- 
tion of Providence, unexpected Events are 
produced, the Mind may be fortified with 
bas. XN 2 e 
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the Innocency and Reſolution of its Pro- 
ceedings, and has a freſh Supply of Ar- 
guments to bear the Evils which it was 
not in its Power to prevent or avoid. 

Bur here El's Deficiencies are very vi- 
ſible, and the Cauſes of his Misfortunes 
are to be laid before you, as well as his 
Management and Behaviour under them, 
that ye may not only be better ſupported 
under Difficulties, but may know the Mea- 
ſures of Submiſſion and Acquieſcence, or 


the proper Methods of removing your Af- 
fictions. | 


f 


1. In Els Caſe we find Eli's Virtues 
rather Perſonal than Relative, and em- 


ploy'd more in the Regulation of his own 


"Manners, than in reſtraining the Vices of 


others. 
AND for a farther Inſtance of this, we 


find, in the 


 2d4PLace, ſuch a partial Fondneſs to 
his own Family as would admit of no Ex- 


1 Sam. ii tenuation or Excuſe, His Sons made them- 


13. 


ſelves vile, and be reſtrained them not. They 


Ch. i. 19: ic d at the Sacrifices and Oblations of the 


Law, and were honoured by their Father to 
the Diſtonour of —_ Nay, fo flagrant 
and 
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and notorious were their Crimes, that they s E R N. 
pk with the Women. which aſſembled at the XVII. 


Door of the Tabernacle of 'the Congregation : 


And: all that their Father ſaid to them was 22 — = 


no more than, My do ye ſuch Things? for 
I hear of your evil. Dealings by all this Peo- 
ple. Nay, my Sons: It is no goed- Report 
that 1 bear; ye make the tarde Ig ta 
tranſgreſs, 

TEE Reprimgad.. vou 8 was too 
mild and cowardly; not anſwerable to the 
Nature of the Offence, or the Condition 
of the Offenders; nor utter d with the 
Authority of a Father, or the Spirit of a 
Judge. | 
3+. FROM * Charge * Bli as a 
| Goil Magiſtrate, as well as an Ecclefia/ti- 
cal Perſon, we may ſee the Fondneſs and 
Partiality of our Actions to our Friends 
and Relations condemn'd, as well as the 
Neceſſity of executing the Laws of Juſtice 
upon other notorious Offenders : No Biaſs 
is to be put upon the Divine Laws of 
Juſtice; no Plea of Blood, or Intereſt of 
Families, is to tie up the Hands of a Judge. 
The Romans will teach us Impartiality in 
this Reſpect in, the Sentence of Brutus 


X 3 upon 
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SE x M upon his #29 Som, and the Execution of 
XVII them as Traitors to their Country by the 
command of their 'own Father: And the 


Fewiſbd Law is as poſitive in this Caſe, as 
appears from the 1 3tþ Chapter of Deute- 
ronomy, and the 6th, 87h, grh, and 10th 
Verſes: F thy Brother the Son of thy Mo- 
ther, or "thy Son, or thy Daughter, or the 
Wife of thy Boſom, or thy Friend, which is 
as thine own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, 
Let us go and ſerve other God. Thou 
ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken unts 
him ; neither ſhall thine Eye pity him, nei- 
ther ſhalt thou fpare, neither | ſhalt thou con- 
ceal him: But thou ſhalt ſurely kill bim; 
thine Hand ſhall be firft upon him to put bim 
to Death, and afterwards the Hand of all 
the People, and thou ſhalt flone him with 
Stones that he die: Becauſe be hath fought to 
thruft thee away from the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, 
from the Houſe of Bondage. But, 

4. A FAR1HER Permiſſion of Evil, or 
Connivance at Malc-adminiſtration, was 
to be found in Eui's Judicial Capacity: For 
though he did not make, yet he ſuffer d to 
de made, a Breach upon the Civil Conſti- 

tution, 
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tution, and permitted exorbitant Officers * 
to inſiſt upon Demands contrary to the XVII. 
Right of the People and the Laws of God,. 


in Favour of his own Family, in Oppreſ- 
ſion of the Subject, and Violation of the 
Edits of Truth and Juſtice. 

Now from theſe Blemiſhes in Elis Cha- 
racter, notwithſtanding in the main he 
might be accounted a good Man, and in 
the laſt Acts of his Submiſſion a Pattern 
worthy of our Notice and Imitation: 
From theſe Blemiſhes, I fay, which aroſe 
from other People's Actions rather than 
his own, and conſiſted more in not curb- 
ing Sin in his Family than in committing 
it himfelf, we may ſee how neceflary it is 
to regulate our Conduct in the previous 
Cauſes as well as actual Events of Life; 
ſo that in the ſeveral Changes and Chances 
of this mortal State, we may ſee how far 
we have been Principals or Acceſſories to 
our own Fortune, and from a Survey of 
our own Crimes may learn the Juſtice of 
Puniſhment and the Obligation to Re- 
pentance ; or from the Affurance of our 
Innocence and Sincerity may be comforted, 

X 4 undes 
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SzRM.under our Afflictions, or reſt contented 


XVII. upon the Strength of our Hopes and Af- 


P ance, that all Things will work together 


For the Good of the Faithful, that the End 
may be glorious, and the Triumphs ever- 
laſting, 4 n L 


Reſigna- 


Reſignation to the Divine 
* 


1 I III. 18. 


I is the Lord: Let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. 


verſe Fortune, as well as Joy and Grati- 
tude in a more exalted and proſperous one. 
I preſum'd a Diſcourſe of this Nature 
might be no ways unſuitable to the So- 
lemnity of Lent, and not improper to fix 
your Minds upon thoſe ſpiritual Exerciſes 
which. you are now call'd upon by the 
Church for the devout Diſcharge of, 
Tur Words, I obſerv'd in my laſt Diſ- 


courſe, might be treated of theſe tau 
Ways: 


Firf, 


2 


F Deſign in the Choice of theſe SERM. 
Words, was to diſcourſe of XVIII. 
penitent Acquieſcence in an ade 
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SERM. 

XVIII. Firft, As they related to old Ek's Beha- 

WV. viour under thoſe ſeveral Calamities, 
which are here threatned againſt him 
from God, by * ne of Ga- 


muel. 


* As they may be a * 
Lecture of Patience and Ræſignation to 
us, in the ſame Circumſtances, or 
under any other Diſpenſations and 
Allotments of Providence. N 


I nave already view'd. Es Deport- 
ment in his ſeveral Diſaſters and Calami- 
ties; and I proceed now to conſider his 
Declaration in the Text, as a ſtanding 
Precept to. enforce the Duties of Acqui - 
eſcence and Contentment under Suffer- 
ings, and to recommend Humility and 
Reſignation to the Wil and Determination 

of our God. 
1+ is the Lord: Tes him da what heme 

bins good. 

Tux Subject e we are now entring 
upon demands your Attention, both as 
Men and Chriftians; and may be highly 
uſeful 


W 
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uſeful to you as Sojourners in this militant Sg RM. 
State, or Probationers for a triumphant XVIII. 
one; and may ſafely conduct you as Sa- 
diers of the ſuffering Jeſus, or finally re- 
ward yau as the Heirs of Immortality. 

For in this changeable and unſettled 
Kingdom of our Saviour upon Earth, we 
maſt expect Diſgrace as well as Promotion, 
and to run through the Stages of an ad- 
verſe as well as a profperous Fortune, and 
therefore it becomes us to be fortified both 
with the Arguments of Reaſon, and the 
Comforts of Religion, that we may ma- 
nage with Prudence, or ſuffer with Con- 


tentment. 


To this End, let me beg Leave to lay 
before you the Motives and Inducements 
to Acquieſcence and Reſignation : 


1. FrRoM the Nature of that God who 
is the prime and original Cauſe of all our 
Sufferings and Afflictions. 

2. FRom the State and Condition of 
our own ſebves, who are to bear theſe Af- 
flictions. 


3. From 


316 Refignation to the Divine Will. 
SERM. 3. FROM the natural Tendency of Af- 


* . . and the Uſe and Rs to 


WV le mads of them. 

4. Fxo the ſundry nice | 
which muſt arife to the Sufferers, from 
any Reluctance or Uneaſineſs under, or 
any Struggling or- Oppoſition againſt, the 
Chaſtiſement and Viſitations of Almighty 


1. Tux firſt Reaſon that I ſhall urge 
for a compos'd and reſign'd Temper of 
Mind, ſhall be taken from the Nature of 
that God, who is the prime and original 
Cauſe of all our Sufferings. | 

THERE is a viſible Hand of Providence 
in whatever befals us in this Life, and 
not only the Bleſſings we enjoy, but alſo the 
Evils which we ſuffer, are all of them by 
Divine Appointment. The Events of 
Things are in the Diſpoſal of God, and 
not ſo much as a Sparrow ſhall fall to the 
Ground, or an Hair of our Head be dimi- 
niſh'd, without his Cognizance and Per- 
miſſion. Under whatſoever ill Circum- 
ſtances we are plac'd, or to whatſoever 
hard Neceflities we are reduc'd, we are 

| to 
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to conſider that we bear or ſuffer no more 8 x R M. 
than what the great Sovereign of the X VIII. 
World is pleas d to lay upon us. This hang 
ble Conſideration is convey'd to us, in 
that firſt ſingle and comprehenſive Word of 
Eli's Declaration, The Lord. 

Let him do what ſeemeth him good. Let 

his Pleaſure be notified, and whatever 
ſhould be my Fate, I will be dumb and 
open not my Mouth, becauſe it is his Doing. 
Silence ſhall ſeal up my Tongue, Pa- 
tience poſſeſs my Soul, and Submiſſion re- 
gulate all my Actions, when I am to ap- 
pear before the moſt high Poſſeſſor of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and to expect my Doom 
from that over-ruling Providence, into 
whoſe Lap the Lots of Life are caſt. 

ALL the Determinations of this World 
are the deſpotic Acts of that Power, which 
by Right of Creation has the Diſpoſal of 
our Perſons and Fortunes, and the abſo- 
lute Liberty of commanding or prohibiting 
whatever he pleaſes, without any Inter- 
ruption or Oppoſition from his Vaſlals or 
Dependents. The Clay is to make no Re- 

| monſtrance againſt the Potter, nor the 
Thing forms to ſay unto him that formed 
it, 
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SE RN. it, Why haſt thou made me thus ? One Veſ. 
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XVIII. / may be made unto Honour, and another 
unto Diſhonour, one for Pleaſure, and an- 


Dan. iv. 
34» 35 


Pf. berv. 
75 8. 


other for Service: One Perſon may be 
ſeated on 4 Throne, and another caſt upon 


a Dunghil: Jacob may be loved, and Eſau 


hated, without any Breach of infinite Ju- 


ſtice, or Diminution of the Divine Pre- 


rogative. God's Dominion is an everlaſting 


Dominion, and bis Kingdom is from Gene- 
ration to Generation. And all the Inhabi= 
tants of the Earth are reputed as nothing : 
And he doth according to bis Will in the 
Army of Ftaven, and among the Inhabitants 
of the Earth: And none can ſtay his Hand, 
or ſay unto him, What deft thou ? Proma- 
tion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from 
the Weſt: But God is the Fudge of Merit, 
and the Diſpoſer of Favours: He putteth 
down one, and ſettetb up another. God 
keeps the Spring of Action within his own 
Hands, and by his Power influences na- 
tural Cauſes, and by. his Wiſdom deter- 
mines Events: He ſettles Families, over- 
turns Kingdoms, promotes or degrades 
Perſons, augments or reduces Fortunes. 
I the Hand of the Lord is the Cup, and 

the 


ens des} rac AO Oe" 
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Creatures; but will do Good and judge 
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che Vins is full mix'd, and be poureth out 8 E R NM. 
the Draught to whom he pleaſes; the ge- X VIII. 
nerous Wim to enliven the one, and the  YY 
Dregs ſuck'd out to poiſon the other: And 
who ſhall contradit his Pleaſure, or ſay 
unto him, What deft thou? May I not do 
what I will with mine own? Is thine Eye 
evil, becauſe mine is good? Is the Nature 
of Obedience changed, becauſe I exert my 
Sovereignty, and act by the Dictates of 
my uncontroulable Will ? | 
Tust àſſertions about abſolute Power 
may probably ſeem ſtrange to ſome who 
ate accuſtomed to the popular Harangues 
upon Property and Freedom: And I grant 
their Fears might be well-grounded, and 
the Happineſs of Society endanger'd, did 
we allow the ſame Privileges to proud and 
tyrannical Mortals, as to a juſt and omni- 
potent God, But the Caſe is vaſtly alter'd 
from the Nature of Perſons, the Circum- 
ſtances of acting, and the Properties of 
thoſe who are entruſted with Power. 
Tu abſolute Power, as ſeated in 
«© God, (ſays the great Writer upon Pro- 
evidence cannot injure or oppreſs its 


„ rightly, 


3 20 


S8 ERM.“ rightly, defend the Innocent and puniſh 
XVIIL «© the Wicked. Abſolute Power is abſo- 
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„ lute Rectitude, and ſovereign juſtice, 


«© and abſolute Goodneſs: And no Man 
« has any more Reaſon to be afraid of the 
e abſolute Power of God, than he has to 
«© be afraid of his abſolute Goodneſs. Ab- 


e ſolute Power is the only Preſervative 


« we have againſt ſuffering Wrong; for 
« it will do no Wrong itſelf, but will re- 
“ Eify all the Wrongs which are done by 
ce inferior Powers, which none but a ſo- 
e vereign and abſolute Power can do.” 

The firm Belief of this will give great 
Comfort and Satisfaction to our Minds in 
all the Shiftings and Revolutions of Pro- 
vidence, and fix our Faith and Affiance 
upon an immutable God, in all thoſe My- 
ſteries and Difficulties wwhere his Judgments 


are unſearchable, and his Ways paſt finding 


our, 

Why art thou then 1 full of . 2 
my Soul? Why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? Return till to this unvariable Point, 
and reſt contented upon this comfortable 
Contemplation, It is the Lord! This very 
Word puts an End to. all Diſputes about 

the 
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the Extent of God's Dominion, and ſhould 8 E RM. 
filence our Enquiries about the Juſtice of XVIII. 
its Execution. Let him do what ſeemeth *YY 
him good! And nothing can ſeem good to 

his perfect Nature, nothing can be the 
Subject of his inflexible Acting, but what 

is concerted by unerring Wiſdom, and con- 

ducted by the Moti ves and Inſtigations of 

Love and Mercy. 


2. ANOTHER Argument for Submiſſion 
to Providence is to be taken from the State 
and Condition of Ourſelves who bear Af- 
flictions. 

Tux particular Incidents of every Man's 
Life, the Poſt and Station which he may 
be called to in this World, the Way and 
Manner of his Riſe and Management, 
and the various Turns and Alterations of 
his Fortune, are what cannot be nicely and 
diſtinctly canvaſs'd in a mix'd Audience 
but muſt be left to the private Reflections 
| of every individual Man, and ſhould be 
| the Subject and Employment of our re- 
tired Meditations. 

BuT what is common to us as Men, as 
the Inſtruments of Providence, as the Pro- 
ficients in Virtue, the Inhabitants of this 

Vor. II. d World, 


TY TT ̃ 8 
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SRY RM. World, and the Probationers of another, 
XVIII. ſhould be laid before you in your /ufering 


Ye id 


as well as acting Capacities, and a due Im- 


| provement be made of it to exerciſe your 


39. 


Patience, as well as provoke your Grati- 

In the midſt of the Prophet Feremy's 
Lamentation for the Miſery of himſelf and 
the Captivity of his Country, he has en- 
ter'd this wiſe Expoſtulation for the ſi- 
lencing of his murmuring Brethren, and 
the Inſtruction of Poſterity : Wherefore 
doth a living Man complain, àa Man for the 
Puniſhment of his Sins? Man has the leaſt 


| Reaſon to complain, becauſe he is a Man; 


a Being placed by the Dignity of his Na- 
ture in the next Rank to Angels, and by 
the Bounty of his God ordered under the 
Care and Inſpection of thoſe intelligent 
Spirits. For though thou haſt made him 
a little lower than the Angels, yet haſt thou 
mad all thine Angels to miniſter to him. 
Thou haſt crowned him with Glory and Ho- 
nour, conſtituted - him thy Deputy and 
Vicegerent upon Earth, and put his Fel- 
low-Creatures in Subjection under his Feet : 
And if at any time thou ſhouldſt curtail 


him 


0 - 
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him in his Enjoyments, or eclipſe him in 8 E RN. 


Sins. 
Now what Motives are here for Ac- 
quieſcence and Contentment, if we conſi- 


der the End of Afflictions, and balance 


the Good we enjoy againſt the Evil we 
ſuffer ; if we contemplate the Mercy of 
God in the midft of Fudgments; conſider 
the Preſervation of Life, the Exerciſe of 
Reaſon, the Comforts of Religion, and the 
Aſſurances of Glory? 

Why ſhould a Man complain? It is below 
the Dignity of his Nature to ſink under 
the Burden, and to permit @ light Aﬀi- 
fon, which is but for a Moment, to bow 
down an immortal Spirit, and enſlave you 


: ies. it i the Puni 7 „XVIII. 
his Glories, it is for the 2 of bis 


to Vanity. For ſhame! Let the Nobility win. 


of your Birth, and the Superiority of your - — 


Natures, advance you to a more generous 
Temper, and make you erect, chearful, 
and reſigned under Troubles. Call in the 
Succours of Reaſon and Grace to animate 
and ſupport you in this Life, and the Pro- 
miſes of Religion to triumph in another. 

Wuzn Things are in Extremities, God 


Rel, 


puniſhes us leſs than our Iniguities deſerve ; Ezn ix. 


Y 2 lays * 
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8ERM. lays upon us no more than we are able to 

XVIII. ear, or is expedient for us to ſigfer; and 

ul in due Time alleviate our Burdens, 

| ſweeten our Miſery, and crown our Pa- 
er And this brings me, in the 


34 Pr Ac, To ſhew how this Doctrine 
of Acquieſcence and Submiſſion may be 
farther enforced from the natural Ten- 
dency of Afflictions, and the Uſe and Im- 
provement to be made under them. 

As God does not eafily grieve or afflict 
the Children of Men, and cannot poſſibly 
take any Pleaſure or Delight in the Mi- 
ſeries of his Creatures; ſo we are to con- 
clude that his very Chaſtiſements are Mer- 
cies, and his Viſitations ſo many Acts of 

his fatherly Goodneſs, He might, if he 
pleaſed, ſee us perith in the pleaſant Ways 
of Sin, and without any Impeachment of 
his Juſtice conſign us over to the Puniſh- 
ment of his eternal Wrath ; but his Good- 
neſs has thought fit to make us ſenſible of 
our Errors, and to recall us to our Duty, 
by Mortifications and Diſappointments, by 
Loſſes and Diſaſters, - by Pains and Diſ- 
eaſes ; ſometimes withdrawing the Matter 
- of * Enjoyment; bad at other Times diſ- 


abling 
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abling the Faculties from the Power of SE RM. 


Enjoying.—Now as the End is chiefly to 
be regarded in every Action, ſo we are 
to conclude that in all theſe Proceedings 
God's Judgments are right, and that he in 
very Faithfulneſs has cauſed us to be affiited. 
He aims at our Good in all his Diſpenſa- 
tions; he chaſtiſes us for our Amendment; 
he tries us by Temptations, proves us by 
Adverſities, exerciſes our Faith, raiſes our 
Devotions, purges away our Droſs, and 
refines our beſt and moſt perfe& Perform- 
ances, .: 


. | My Son, therefore, deſpiſe thou not the Prov. iii, 
Chaſtning of the Lord; neither be weary gf. 2. 


his Correction: For whom the Lord loveth 


he correctetb, even as a Father the Son in 
" whom he delighteth. F ye are without Cha- 
ſtiſement, then are ye Baſtards and not Sons: 


Like a ſpurious and illegitimate Off-ſpring 
ye are caſt out as Monuments of our 
Shame, and ſuffer'd to wander like Cain 
without any Marks'of Eſteem or Regard; 
whilſt the true Heirs are form'd according 
to their Birth and Quality, and by all ſuit- 
able Methods trained up and educated for 
the Inheritance, 


* Ir 


——ů— i — 
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SRAM. Ir is childiſh and ridiculous to ſuppoſe, 


XVIII. that when Men are abridged of any Plea- 
ure or Profit, they ſhould be either hated 
or injured, The very Abridgment may 
be defigned for a Favour, and the hurtful 
Sword taken out of the Hands of the 
Madman, becauſe he knew not how to 
Amos iii, uſe it. ou only have I known, (ſays God 
® of his favourite and choſen” People) Yon 
only of all the Nations of the Earth : There- 
fore will I puniſh you for all your Tniquities, 
Other People may not deſerve my Cor- 
rection: Ihe Strangers and Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Ifrael may go on in the 
old beaten Way of Sin and Reprobation; 
but with You have I enter'd into a New 
Covenant, and upon You will I lay ſome 
preſent Puniſhment for the Reformation 
of your Manners and the Prevention of 
your Ruin. 
Ad now, O Houſe of Aal are not my 
Ways equal, and your Ways unequal? Who 
art thou, O Man, that replieſt againſt God? 
God! who with Rebukes doth correct thee for 
thine Iniquity, opening thine Ear to Diſci- 
Pline, and commanding thee to return from 
"9 Tranſgreſſion. 


4. I SHALL 
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4, I SHALL beg Leave to conclude this SE RM. 
Argument, from the ſundry Inconvenien- XVIII. 
cies which muſt ariſe to the Sufferers from 
any Reluctance or Uneafineſs under, or 
any Struggling or Oppoſition againſt, the 
Chaſtiſements and Viſitations of thi Al- 
mighty. 
Io voRANCE and Stupidity are apt to 
be noiſy and clamorous ; and ſome opini- 
onative and pragmatical Perſons may think 
that they can give better Rules for the 
Government of the World, than what are 
already preſcribed and, out of a Princi- 
ple of Self-Love and Pride, fancy their 
own Perſons and Affairs ſhould be more 
diſtinctly confider'd in the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice: But it is not the Part of a w/e 
and honeſt Man, to ſtand expoſtulating the 
Caſe with Providence, or to enter Pro- 
teſtations againſt the Proceedings of Hea- 
ven, For ſince God 7:ighteoufly and juſtly. 
governs the World, all Appeals from his 
Decrees and Determinations are Impeach- 
ments of our Judge, and by Conſequence 
provoke and exaſperate his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and remove the Suit of the Com- 
Y » plainant 


R — I 
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SeR M.plainant from the Throne of Mercy to the 

XVIII. Bar of Vengeance. 

WYY Tuvs the Remedy is worſe than the 
Diſeaſe; Complaints, inſtead of redreſſing, 
augment our Grievances ; and the Strength 
which was deſigned to untie the Knot 
does but draw it the harder together. Eve- 
ry Struggle ſinks us deeper in the Mire, 
and, for want of ſolid Footing, our own 
Weight will drown us at the laſt, Com- 
plaining is like the Flattering of a Bird 
in a Net; the more ſhe flaps her Wings, 
the more ſhe is entangled, and the ſooner 
becomes a Prey to the Fowler, whom ſhe 
endeavours to eſca pe. 


PariExcx is one of the Characteriſtics 
of our Religion, one of the Glories and 
Perfections of Chriſtianity; and the great- 
er Share I have of that Virtue, the nearer 
J approach to the Example of my Saviour. 
It keeps my Soul'in a calm and eaſy Po- 
Nure, and alleviates thoſe Troubles which 
it cannot wholly remove. What though 
my Yoke fits ſomewhat uneaſy upon me ? 
The toſſing and ſtruggling againſt it will 
not leſſen my Pain, but make it chafe and 
gall my Neck the more. When once my 


Spirits 
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tion keeps on the Ferment: But give Time 
and Leiſure, and they will quickly ſettle; 
the leaſt Degree of Reſt will tend towards 
compoſing the Tumult, and bringing the 
diſturbed Parts to Harmony and Agree- 
ment. f 

Wu then ſhould I make myſelf un- 
eaſy for what I cannot remedy? Why 
ſhould my Heart fret againſt the Lord, 
when it is my own Fooliſbneſs that per- 
verteth my Ways? My Buſineſs is to learn 
Submiſſion and Acquieſcence in every State 
of Life, and with Faithfulneſs to act that 
Part upon the Theatre of the World, 
which the Governor of All has allotted 
me. 

Ir I am poor and diſtreſſed, I muſt 
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Spirits are on the Fret, every little Mo- SRM. 


XVIII. 


2 


bleſs the righteous Hand of Providence, 


when it takes away, as well as when it 


gives. If my Family or Eſtate be ſnatch'd 


from me, I return both to their proper 


Owner: For I know God to be the ſole 


Lord and Proprietor of the Univerſe, and 
that he may by the Laws of abſolute So- 
vereignty fix the Terms of every Man's 
Tenure, and diſpoſe of his Own under 


what 
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SERM, what ſecret Reſerves and Limitations he 

XVIII. pleaſes. Why then ſhould I repine at his 
Proceedings, when his Juſtice reſumes 
what his Mercy lent me? Why ſhould I 
complain of an Injury, when I am obliged 
only to Reſtitution? Or lament the Hard- 
neſs of my own Fate, when my Circum- 
ſtances, for the Generality, are on the Le- 
vel with the reſt of my Neighbours, and 


I am ſure always far yn than my own 
| * 


Nom to God, be. | 


Of 
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Of Temptations: 
In Two DISC OURSE S. 


* 
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1 Cor. X. 1353 „ 


There hath no Temptati on taken you, 
but ſuch as is common to Man : 
But God is faithful, who will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with 
the Temptation alſo make a Way 


zo eſcape, that ye may be able 
0 bear it. 


OD's Care of his Church, and 8E RN. 
Preſervation of his faithful Ser- XIX. 
vants, are in no Caſes more re- 


markably diſtinguiſh'd, than in thoſe try- 
ing 
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SER M. ing Inſtances, where their Perſons are per- 


XIX. 
——— 


ſecuted for their Faith, and their Lives 
and Fortunes attack'd for their Religion. 

As we are oblig'd indeed, upon ſome 
weighty Occaſions, ' to diſcard our Re- 


lations, : and give up aur. Patrimony for 


the Intereſt and Preſervation of Chriſti- 
anity; ſo the Enemies of our holy Pro- 
feſſion have never been wanting to put 
thoſe Arguments into Execution, which 
might be beneficial to the Perſecutors, and 
and annoy the Perſecuted in their neareſt 
and moſt tender Concerns. Houſes and 
Lands have been a ſpecious Morſel: The 
Enriching themſelves by the Impoveriſhing 
of others has been the moſt prevailing Ar- 
gument to the Tyrannical and Rapa- 
cious. 

SUCH Principles are always eagerly pro- 
ſecuted which are moſt gainful to the Pro- 
ſecutors; ſuch Perſons-fall under the Laſh 
of the Law, whoſe Conſciences are ten- 
der, and whoſe Fortunes are envied. 


Bor ſtill here zs. a God that judgeth the 
- Earth, and that will at all proper Seaſons 


adminifter true Judgment unto the People: 
In the midſt of Darkneſs there ſprings up 


marvellous 
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marvellous Light to the Faithful: In the 8 ERM. 
Clouds of a tempeſiuous Day, the Sun breaks XIX. 
forth with Healing in his Wings, and Com- * 
fort in his Beams. Vo will harm you, I 1 Pet. ii. 
you be Followers of that which is good? Per- 5 
ſecution loſes its Force and Death its Sting, 
when your Cauſe is Truth, and your Ac- 
cuſation Righteouſneſs, I is better, if the Ver. 17. 
Will of God be ſo, that ye ſuffer for Well- 
doing than for Ewvil-doing. The End ſancti- 
fies the Means, and the Juſtneſs of the 
Cauſe ſupports the Innocent. F ye fuffer Ver. 14. 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye in your 
Fate, and glorious in your Reward: And 
be not afraid of the Terror of your Perſe- 
cutors, nor troubled at the Malice of their 
Perſecutions : But ſanctiſy the Lord God in Ver. 15. 
your Hearts, and be ready always to give an 
Anſwer to every Man that aſteth you a Rea. 
ſon of the Hope that is in you, with Meek- 
neſs and Fear: Having a good Conſcience ; Ver. 16. 
that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of 

Ewvil-doers, they may be aſhamed that falſly 
accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt. 

From theſe Conſiderations under Diſ- | 
treſſes and Afflictions, we may be always 
emboldened to lift up our Eyes unto him 


whoſe 


334 
SzR mM. whoſe Providence governs all worldly Af- 
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XIX. fairs, from the Heart of a King down to 


WY the Fall of a Sparrow; and by his Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs ſo tempers the Agency 
of ſecond Cauſes, that the Event ſhall be 


for the Good of his Creatures, and the Sal- 
vation of his Elect. Sufferings, as well 


as Proſperity, have the ſame View and 


Tendency; and the Meaſure and Degree 
of our Afflictions are ſo wiſely temper'd 
by the Supreme Diſpoſer of all Things, as 


not to exceed our natural Powers, and ex- 


hauſt the Aſſiſtances of Divine Grace. 
There hath no Temptation taken you, but 
ſuch as is common to Man: But God is faith- 
ful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the 
Temptation alſo make a Way to eſcape, that 
e may be able to bear it. 


Ipsen, from theſe Words of the A- 


poſtle, ſo to diſcourſe of Temptations as to 


ſupport and refreſh the Chriſtian under all 
his Spiritual and Temporal Conflicts, by 
the Comforts and Aſſiſtances of God's Ho- 
ly Spirit, who works in us both to will and 


70 ds, who aſſiſts our natural Endeavours, 


and prevents and furthers our honeſt De- 
| ſigns, 
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= 


" gns, according to the Promiſes and Sti-8 E RM. 


pulations of the Goſpel. 


Fox the Proſecution of this Deſign 11ü 


ſhall, 


Firſt, Loox into the proper Meaning 
and Extent of thoſe Temptations, 
which the Apoſtle affirms to be in- 
cident to Mankind : There hath no 
Temptation taken you, but ſuch as is 


common to Man. 


Secondly, I 8H ALL ſhew the Faithfulneſs 
and Goodneſs of God in not expoſing 
or leaving us to Temptations which 
we are unable to encounter with : 


He will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, 


Thirdly, I $HALL beg Leave to ſuggeſt 
to you a Relaxation or Freedom from 
Temptations at a proper and conve- 
nient Seaſon : God will with the Jempt- 
ation alſo make a Way tor us to eſcape. 


Fourthly, T s ALL produce the comfort- 
able Conſequence of this Divine Aſ- 
fiſtance 
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XIX. 
Ws 


Of Temptations. 
ſiſtance to tempted Perſons : That they 
may be able to bear it. 


Firſt, I am to look into who proper 
Meaning and Extent of thoſe Temptations, 
which the Apoſtle affirms to be incident 
to Mankind : There hath no Temptation ta- 
ken you, but ſuch as is common to Man. 

Now for the due State and Settlement 
of this Point, it may be neceſſary to con- 
ſider the various Acceptations of Tempta- 
tions as they occur in Scripture: Which 
Variety, for Brevity's Sake, may be re- 
duced to theſe /wo Heads, 


1. THE Troubles and Perſecutions which 


the Primitive Chriftians met with in the 


the Doctrine of . 


Profeſſion of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
2. THE Artifices and Suggeſtions of the 
Devil to pervert Men from the Chriſtian 


Faith, and inveigle them into Sin. 


1. Temptations may ſignify the Trou- 
bles and Perſecutions which the Primitive 
Chriſtians met with in the Profeſſion of 


Ix 


Pr a . N 
9 "7 zo. 


do when they were inflicted upon us by 
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In this Senſe of the Word, Temptations S E Rk M- 
do not bear ſo ill a Conſtruction, as they XIX. 
— 
the Devil. Temptations, when they ſigni- 
fy Aflictions, may be a Matter of Joy 
and not Grief, and may be productive of 
ſeveral Chriſtian Virtues and Graces. Some 
of theſe St. James ſpecifies, when he cal's 
upon the. Chriſtian Brethren, to count it 94 i. 2 
all Foy awhen they Fall. into divers Tempta- gets 
tions; knowing this," that the trying of your 
Faith worketh Patience: And let Patience 
have her perfect Work, that ye may be per- 


fect and entire, Wanting nothing. 


Goyp himſelf is affirmed to take 4 Na- Deu. iv; 
tion from the midſt of another . Nation, by * 
Temptations, by Signs, and by Wonders ; and 
that Nation, or People of the Jeus, is 
deſired to remember the great Temptations, Ch. vil; 
that is, Affictions, which their Eyes ſaw, 7 
aud the Signs and the Wonders, and the 
mighty Hand, and the ftretched-out Arm, 
whereby the Lord their God had brought 
them out, 


Or theſe 7 e or Affiftions, it 
is that holy David aſſerts that he received 


great Benefit and Advantage: It is good for pt. eur. 
Vor. II. Z ne 


67. 


338 
SER NM. me that 1 have been afflicted, that I might 


XIX. learn thy Statutes ; for before I was afflicted 
Pf. cxix. I went aſtray, but now have I kept thy 
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Mord. | | 
Tur foremention'd St. James pronoun- 


Jam. i. 12. ces the Man bleſſed that endureth Tempta- 
tion, or Affliction; for when be is tried be 
ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the 


Lord hath promiſed to them that love him: 
And the Apoſtle to the Hebrews with ſome 


Heb. xii Warmth upbraids us for forgetting the Ex- 
5. 6 7: 5: portation which ſpeaketh to us as unto Chil- 


dren, My Son, deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtning 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 


buked of bim: For whom the Lord loveth he : 


chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom be 
recerveth, J ye endure Chaſtning, God 
dealeth with you as with Sons: For what 
Son is he whom the Father chaſineth not? 
But if ye be without Chaſtiſement, whereof 
all are Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, and 
not Sans. 


Tur Senſe therefore of Temptations for 
Afﬀti&tions, which is fo frequently men- 
tioned or alluded to in Scripture, cannot 
be the Import or Meaning of the Text; 


becauſe the Aſſertion there is expreſs and 


foſitive, 


4 
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_ poſitive, That no Temptation had taken 8 ERM. 
them, but ſuch as was common to Men; XIX. 
' whereas. the Primitive Chriſtians were ex- 
erciſed with the moſt uncommon, inhu- 
man, and barbarous Treatment; inſomuch 
that St. Paul, in this very firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, aſſerts, That he thought God 1 Cor. iv. 
had ſet forth us the Apeſtles laſt, as it were P 
appointed to Death: For we are made a 
Spectacle unto the World, and to Angels, and 
to Men; partly whilſt we were made a Ga- Heb. x. 
zing-ſtock, both by Reproaches and Affi&tions ;** 
and partly whilſt we became Companions of 
them who were jo uſed. 
Asp, to compleat the ſuffering Cha- 
rafter of Chriſtians in this firſt Age 
of the Church, the ſame Apoſtle aſſerts, | 
That ſome had Trial of cruel Mockings and gb. x. 
Scourgings, and others of Bonds and Impri- 5 
Jonment, They were ſtoned, they were ſawn Ver. 37. 
aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with the 
Sword: They wander'd about in Sheep-ſkins, 
and Gaat-ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented : (Of whom the World <vas not vor- Ver. 38. 
thy) They wander d in Deſerts, and in Moun- 
tains, and in Dens and Caves of the 
Eartb. 


2 2 Now 
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Now theſe, my Brethren, were ſuch 


XIX. Temptations and Aſflictions as were not com- 


mom to Men in the Courſe of natural Life, 
or Acting in this World; but were ſolely 
the Portion of the Apoſtles and Primitive 
| Believers, who were to confirm the Do- 
ctrine of the Croſs with their Blood, and 
to propagate Evangelical Truth at the Ex- 
pence of their Lives and Fortunes. 

2. THEN let us ſee the other Senſe of 
Temptations, which ſignifies the Artifices 
and Suggeſtions of the Devil to pervert 
Men from the Chriſtian Faith, and invei- 
gle them into Sin. 

Ix this Senſe of the Word, bins + + 
| vourable is to be met with in Scripture, 
as What has been quoted to you under the 
- Notion of Afflictions: But the Tempted are 
repreſented to be in a deſperate Caſe, and 
to be ſubje& to the Power and Captivity. 
of their moſt implacable and inveterate 
Enemy. 

Bur in this Senſe of Temptations God 
ean never be ſaid 70 tempt any Man, be- 
cauſe he cannot be the Author of Sin: 
And in the Prayer of our Lord, when we 


peti- 
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petition God not 10 lead us into Temptation, S E RM, 
but to deliver us from Evil, an 13 c, from XIX. 
the Euil One, or the Tempter, we do noe” "3 
ſuppoſe God to be the efficient Cauſe or 
Promoter of Evil; but we earneſtly re- 
queſt him to guard us from thoſe Tempta- 
tions, which the Frailty of our Nature 
and the Strength and Subtilty of our Ene- 
my may expoſe us to. 

Ix this Senſe of preſerving or ſecuring 
us from Temptations, we have great Rea- 
ſon to apply ourſelves to God, in humble 
Aſſurance that he will guard and protect 
us from all ſpiritual Dangers. As the 
Temptations of Satan are always evil and 
Anful, fo they are directly oppoſite to the 
Purity of the Divine Nature, and God's 
Promiſes to the Chriſtian Church, and 
can never ect a Man but by his own 
Fault, and his own voluntary Submiſſion 
and Delinquency. Temptations are Trials 
to ſeduce Men into Sin; and a God of 
Holineſs and Purity cannot uſe ſuch wie- 
ked Methods for the Damnation of his 
People, whom he hath been at ſuch infi- 
nite Pains to preſerve and fave, 


4 3 Tet 
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SERM. Let no Man, therefore, in the accurate 

XIX. Determination of this Point by St. James; 

Jaw. i,” Let no Man ſay, wwhen be ts tempted, I am 

13. 14, tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted 

25 with Evil, neither tempteth be any Man: 
But every Man is tempted, auben be is drawn 
away of his own Luſt and enticed. Then 
when Luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
Sin; and Sin, when it is finiſhed, * 
forth Deatb. 

God tempts nd Man, hath no Deſign to 
inveigle or betray Men into Sin, nor lays 
any Traps or Snares for the final Perdition 
of his Creatures. He may indeed, as we 
ſhewed under our former Head, prove the 
Obedience even of good Men by Affli- 
ctions, and ſuffer them to fall into divers 
Temptations or Sufferings for the Trial of 
their Faith, or the Exerciſe and perfecting 
of their Obedience: But ſ% to be tempted, 
as to be born away into Sin by the Influ- 
ence and Agency of our Lord and Maker, 
is inconſiiient with Reaſon to believe, and 
derogatory to the Divine Nature to aſ- 
ſert. 8 | 

Tre Expreffion is comfortable, and will 
bear a Repetition: (Grd tempteth no Man! 


AS 


07 Temptations. 


As to the wicked Men indeed, with SE RM. 
whom his Spirit has ſtrove in vain for Re- XIX. 


formation and Amendment, he may give 
them up to a reprobate Mind, and ſuffer Sa- 
tan to have the Dominion over them, for 
their repeated Peryerſeneſs and Ingrati- 
tude. But God never leaves any Man in 
the Hands of his own Sins without the 
moſt daring Inſults and Provocations ; and 
never tempts them to be wicked, or leads 
them into any Sin, that he may puniſh 
them for their Wickedneſs by his abſolute 
Sovereignty, or any predeſtinated De- 
erees. 

From this State of Temptations, I ſhall 
beg Leave to apply my Diſcourſe towards 
the rectifying ſome Diſorders, in theſe four 
following Reſpects. 


1. Tur Fears and Jealouſies of ſonge 
Perſons concerning their ſpiritual Eſtate. 

2. TuE Tendency of thoſe Doctrines, 
(flowing from a falſe Notion of Tempta- 
tions) which would make God the Author 
F Sin. 

3. Tux Danger of tempting God in any 
of our Actions. 


A 4 4. A 
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4. A DUB Caution againſt tempting our 


XIX. | Neighbour from his Duty, and mand 
him into Sin. | 


Ts = TRUE Notion of | Temptations 
tends effectually towards the clearing up 
and filencing thoſe Fears and Jealonſies 
which weak Perſons entertain concerning 
their ſpititual Eſtate. Wr 
THERE is nothing that we more fre- 
quently meet in the Courſe of our Mini- 
ſtry, than Caſes of Conſcience from well- 
meaning Perſons upon this Subject. But 
the Diſorder lies more in the Body than 
the Mind, and the rectifying the Spirits 
and the Blood is at prefent of greater Ser- 
vice than ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, t6 
drive away the melancholy Diſturbances 
of the Brain, and to make Men think re- 
gularly, judge prudently, and act con- 
ſiſtently in their Chriſtian Profeſſion. The 
Phyſician ſeems to be more neceſſary 
than the Divine: The Obſtructions in the 
Blood are to be removed, the Body right- 
ly: diſpoſed, and the Faculties duly tem- 
* before the pg — can 


ee 


* 
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have any Effect, or the Mind make a 8E RM. 
en Judgment of Duty or Sin. XIX. 
2. Lr us not throw our "Temptations YV 
upon God, leſt we make him the Au- ; 
thor of our Sins: Which we then cer- 

tainly do, when we either ſuppoſe Men 

by Temptations to be put under a Neceſ- 

ſity of Sinning, or lay any ſecret Deſigns 

to the Charge of an holy and juſt Being, 

of ſeducing his frail Creatures into De- 
ſtruction. Theſe are Methods of Pro- 
ceeding highly reflecting upon the Honour 

and Juſtice of God, and directly oppoſite 

to the Declaration of his Will in Scrip- 

ture: They are Parts very inconſiſtent 

with the Divine Nature to act, and very 
diſhonourable in us to ſuppoſe. God is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity : Much 

leſs can we imagine that he ſhould endure 

to act what the Purity of his Nature will 

not ſuffer him to ſee, Far be it from God Job ix. 
that he ſhould do Wigkeadneſs, or from the 10. 
"Almighty that he ſhould commit Tniquity. 

The very Notion of a Deity, and the ef- 

ſential Holineſs of his Nature, will force 

Job's Confeſſion from the moſt profligate 

and abandon'd Part of Mankind : Surely 


God 
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SRM. God will not do wickedly, neither will the 
AN Almighty pervert Judgment. Who bath 


"ma 


given him a Charge over the Earth? Or who 
| bath diſpoſed the whole World? 


God's Supremiacy and Government of 
his Creatures, as well as the Rectitude and 
Holineſs of his Nature, will not ſuffer us 
to give into ſuch Principles, as ſet his Ju- 
ſtice at Variance with his Mercy; much 
leſs to preſume from his irreſiſtible De- 
crees to preſcribe, what the Purity and 
Perfection of his Nature muſt abhor. 
3. From the Doctrine we have ad- 
vanc'd about Temptations, we may fee the 
Folly and Danger of tempting God, who, in 
the true and. proper Signification of the 


| Word, never tempts us. 


Tux Scriptures have thought fit to make 
frequent Mention of Men's tempting their 
God; and by theſe Actions we are to ſup- 
poſe to be meant, their trying him, whether 
he will do any Thing upan their Account, 
which is inconſiſtent with the Perfections 


of the Divine Nature, and contrary to his 


Covenant with his People. 
In this Senſe, The Children of Noel a are 


ver. 23. Haid to tempt God in the Deſert, and to 


muUrmur 
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murmur in their Tents, and to give no Cre- SE RM. 
dence to the Voice of his Words : But by ſe- XIX. 
veral Provocations, through the Space of * 
forty Years, to have endeavoured to weary 
out the Divine Goodneſs, and to have 
cancell'd the Promiſe to Abraham of bring- 
ing his Poſterity into the Land of Canaan. 

Txt Devil alſo is repreſented to per- 
ſuade the Bleſſed Jeſus to temp? God to pre- 
ſerve him by the Aſſiſtance of his Angels, 
in caſe he ſhould throw himſelf from a 
Pinacle of the Temple: And our Saviour 
rejecting the Propoſal with Indignation 
and Scorn, ſhews us that we are. not to 
throw ourſelves upon any unneceſſary 
Danger, and to expect the Interpoſition 
of Divine Aſſiſtance in an unwarrantable 
and an Unprechaled Way. 

Gop, tis true, has employ'd his Pro- 
vidence in the Welfare of his Servants, 
and has promis'd his Protection to good 
Men: But if they neglect their own Safe- 
ty. or throw themſelves into Dangers, 
they no longer truſt but preſume upon 
Providenee, and expect a Miracle to pro- 
tect them from Difficulties, which their 


Own 
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$21 RM. OWN inconſiderate Raſhneſs has rp 


them to. 5 


4thly, and laſtly, — what has been 
| * argued about Temptations, I would have 


you duly caution'd againſt temptiug your 
Netghbour from his Dy. or ſeducing * 


to Sin. 


As you are to propoſe God for a Pat- 
tern to your Actions, and to be perfect as 
your heavenly Father is perfect; ſo you 
would act conſiſtently, if you would en- 
deavour to remove all thoſe Blemiſhes from 
your Human Nature * are ſo incon- 
ſiſtent in the Divine. 012 

God tempteth no Man! T er are 
the Practices of Hell, not of Heaven. The 
Devil is by his Name, his Nature, and 
Occupation, ſtiled the Tempter. He walk- 
eth about, ſeeking whom be may devour ; 
ſubtle; as a Serpent to lay his Snares, fu- 
riqus as a Lion to devour his Prey! Him 
refit, ftedfaſt in the Faith; truſting in the 
Mercy of your heavenly Father, relying 
upon the Merits of his victorious Son, and 


| ſupported by the daily Recruits of the E- 


ternal Spirit. 


Non 
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SE RM, 
Now to theſe Three Perſens, but One XIX. 


God, from whom all our Aſſiſtances flow, "VV 
and in whom all our Expectations termi- 
nate, be render'd and aſcrib'd, as is moſt 
due, all Might, Majeſty, Adoration, and 


Praiſe, both now and for evermore. A- 
men, 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, ” with us all evermoere, Amen. 


Of 
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x1 Cor. X. 13. 


| There hath no Temptation taken you, 
but ſuch as is common to Man: 
But God is faithful, who will not 
ſulfer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with 
the Temptation alſo make a Way 

to eſcape, that ye may be able 


to bear it. 


XH ES E Words are a Conſolation Ss RM. 
| to the Corinthians under all the XX. 
> fiery Trials and Conflicts they "YT 
were exercis'd with in the Infancy of the 
Church: And foraſmuch as the Promiſes 
of God are ſtanding and perpetual, and 
whatſoever was ritten aforetime, was 


handed 


1 175 
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SE RM . handed wn for our Inſtruction, that we 
XX. through Patience and Comfort of the Scrip- 


Sony might have Hope; I. thought it proper 


to repreſent the Apoſtle's Aſſertion in the 
Text in ſuch a Manner as might be ſuit- 
able to tht ſtanding Circumſtances of Chri- 
ſtians, and might juſtify God's Goodneſs 
in the Government of his Church upon 
Earth, in order to, crown it with Glory 
and Immortality it in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. 

- To be free from Afflictions and Temp- 
tations upon Earth, is what I did not pre- 
ſume to diſpute, as long as there were 


wicked Men or Devils in the World: But 


for the Elect fmally to fall into their Snares, 


and to be Jed captive by their Lufts, is what 
I endeavour'd to confute from the Juſtice 
and Goodneſs of God, the Merits and In- 
terceſſion of our . and the ſtand- 


ing Efficacy and prevailing Influencg of 
the Eternal Spirit. 


There hath no Temptation taken you, but 


ſuch as is common to Man But God is 
faithful, who vill not ſuffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will 

with 


Ip 
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with the Temptation alſo make 4 May to 8SRRM. 


eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 
For the better handling of theſe Words, 
I propos d in my laſt Milcourle, 


Fu, To look into the proper Meaning 
and Extent of thoſe Temptations, 
which the Apoſtle affirms to be in- 


cident to Mankind: There hath no. 
Temptation taken you, but feb. as ts 


common to Man. 


Fee 0 To ſhew the Faithfulneſs and 


pa - Goodneſs of God in not / expoſing; 


or leaving us to Temptations, which 
we are unable to encounter with: 


y He will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
1 above that ye are able. 


Thirdly, To ſuggeſt to you a Relaxation 


or Freedom from Temptations at a 
proper and convenient Seaſon : God 


weill with the Temptation alſo make a 
May for us to eſcape. 


5 Fouribly, To produce the comfortable Con. 
ſequence of this Divine Aſſiſtance to 
Vol. II. A a tempted 
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XX. 
Ons did 


of Temptations. 


* tempted Perſons: That they May 1 able | 
to bear it. | * 


In notices upon the Pr theſe Head, | 
I thought it proper to propoſe this two- 
fold Notion of Temptations to you in order 
to clear up the Apoſtle's Meaning, and 
ſettle the Doctrine in the Text, That no 


Temptation hath taken Job, bit ſuch * as 1s 
common to Man. 


I. THAT Temptations are taken for 
the Troubles and Perſecutions which the 
Primitive Chriſtians met with in the Pro- 
feſſion of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


2. THAT they more properly ſignify 


the Artifices and Suggeſtions of the Devil 


to pervert Men from the Chriſtian Faith 
and inveigle them into Sin. 


Tus Doctrine I endeavour'd to prove 
from the Promiſes of God, and the Te- 
nour of his reveal'd Word; and then to 
apply it in ſeveral Inſtances for the Com- 


fort of the Faithful, and the Redifying of 
erroneous Conſeiences. | 


2dly TEN, 
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| 245 Tux x, I ſhall now proceed to ſhew & E RN. 
the Faithfulneſs and Goodneſs of God, in XX. 


not expoſing, or leaving us to Tempta- 
tions, Which we are unable to encounter 
with: He is faithful, who will not ſuffer 
you to be tempted above that you are able. 
Tur God cannot temp? Men to Sin, 
is what I have endeavour'd to prove to 
you ih my laſt Diſcourſe: And that he will 
nor let them finally fall into it, without an 
headſtrong following of their on vicious 


Inclinations, and contradicting the Advice 


of his Word, and the Suggeſtions of his 
Spirit, is evident from his numerous and 
tepeated Promiſes to Mankind in the Goſ- 


pel, and the Diſpoſal and Government of 


his Creatures according to the Stipulations 
of the Chriſtian Covenant. But foraſ- 
much ſtill as it cannot be denied, but the 
Power of the Devil is great upon Earth, 


and the crying and abominable Vices of 


our own Age demonſtrate how effe&ually 
be works in the Children of Diſobedience, it 
may not_be improper to wade a little far- 
ther into this Subject, and to ſee how 
Temptations are manag'd, and what Qua- 

Aa 2 lities 
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Sz. lities and Diſpoſitions there muſt be in 
XX the Perſons upon whom, they operate. 


1. THEN, we are to conſider; that this 
Afurance in the Text againſt Tempta- 
tions, was primarily given to the Chri- 
ſtians of the Apoſtolic Age, whoſe Ie 
were remarkable, and whoſe Faith 
Chriſt was firm and reſolute. They were 
duly arm'd to encounter with the Temp- 


1 Cor. vi. fer; and by the Helmet of Saluation and 


Sword of the Spirit, by . Loins girt about 
with Truth, and an Heart guarded with 


the Breaſt plate of Righteouſneſs, they were 


able to ſurmount Difficulties, and to 
quench all the fiery Darts of their infernal 
Adverſary: And we too, as liſted in the 
ſame Cauſe, and Heirs of the ſame Pro- 
miſes with our Chriſtian Anceſtors, are 
ſeriouſly to conſider that Faith and Virtue 
are ſtill the proper Armour of a Believer, 
and the ſtrongeſt Security, through the 
Aſſiſtance of Grace, to ward off the Blow 

and ſupport the Shock of a Temptation. 
2. WE are farther to confider, that 
to Men thus qualified and prepar'd for 
an Aſſault, God diſpoſes and orders the 
Temptation in Proportion to their Strength 
and 


Of Temptations. 357 
and Ability to encounter it: And on this SER NM. 
Divine Order and Diſpoſal of Things, XX. 
doth a good Man's foicitual Welfare and 
Security chiefly depend: For we are all of 
us precarious and frail Creatures, and the 
ſtrongeſt Reſolution would be in danger, 

did not the Divine Aſſiſtance co-operate 
with our honeſt Endeavours, and Provi- 
dence guard and protect us in imminent 
Aſſaults and Dangers, For a Temptation 
may make its Attack with ſuch Violence 
and Impetuoſity, and take the Advantage gs, 
of ſuch Seaſons to ſolicit and perſuade, as 
may make thoſe, who think themſelves 
ſecure of Standing, in danger of. a Pall, 
did not the Divine Aſſiſtance intervene, 
and the Goodneſs of God take ſuch Care 
of his Creatures as they are not able to do 

of themſelves: But in all theſe Attacks, 
our Truſt ſtill is, ** That let Men be but 
e ſincerely good, and honeſtly reſolv'd, 
and the Providence of God doth ward 
off theſe fierce Blows, and put by theſe 
e violent Thruſts of their ſpiritual Ene- 
ce my, Hd, by a ſecret Diſpoſal of Things, 


* Tillorf, Val. II. Serm. xi. p. 481. 
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S ERM. keep them from being aſſaulted by theſe 
XX. ©. irreſiſtible Kinds of Temptations,” 


gz. Ws affert that in extraordinary Caſes, 


God doth ſtill afford a more than ordi- 
nary Aſjiſtance to Perſons; tempted. When 
human Strength can't ſtand the Trial, 
that Being who hath promis'd not 20 leave 
us or fonſabe us, ſteps in to our Aſſiſtance, 
and either by animating our natural Facul- 
ties, or ſupplying us with foreign Aſſiſtance, 
brings us off victorious and triumphant, 
2 Cor. xi. Gods Grace is Sufficient for us, and his 
of Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs : Moſt 
gladly therefore will we ghry in Infirmities, 

that the Power of Chriſt may reſt upon us. 
No Man can ſuppoſe, that the Martyrs 
. themſelves, who were Fleſh and Blood as 
well as ſucceeding Chriſtians, and Men of 

like Paſſions with the reſt of their Brethren : 
No Man, I ſay, can ſuppoſe, that theſe 
holy Perſons could be Stocks or Stones 
under Tortures, or by a St9ical Apathy for- 
get themſelves to be Men, when they 
ſ\uffer'd as Chriſtians: But their Principles 
being well-grounded, and their vœy Faith 
heated by Viſion, they had particular Aſ- 
fiſtances from the Fountain of Grace to 

| | _ bortily 
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fortify their weaken d Nature, and to bring 8 R NM. 
them off more than Conquerors. Our XX. 
Bleſſed Lord, in his Agonies, had an Ange! 
from Heaven to ſlrengiben him, and pray'd 
with Eagerneſs and Ardency the bitter 
Cup might paſs from him; and the firſt 
Martyr, St. Stephen, at his Arraignment and « 
Death, /aw the Heavens open d, and Feſus 
ſtanding at the Right-band of God: And I 
doubt not, but other Perſons. who are ſin- 
cere and deyout in their Actions, and are 
compell'd to ſuffer for a good Conſcience, 
ſhall not be left deſtitute at the Hour of 
Death, nor have their Weakneſs oyer- 
borne by the Subtilty and Power of cheir 
Infernal Adverſary. For as God will not 
permit his honeſt and faithful Servants to 
be finally vanquiſh'd by a Temptation, 
ſo, | | 

3. He will, at a proper and convenient 
Seaſon, with the Temptation alſo make a 
Way for them to eſcape, He will give 
us ban, a Paſſage out of Temptation, 
either diverting the Storm, directing the 
Diſtreſsd out of Danger, or comforting 
and ſupporting them by Spiritual Conſola- 
tions in it. 

A a 4 IN 
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SERM, In all theſe Ways God's Promiſes are 
XX. abſolute, and his Veracity is ſtak'd for the 
F performance of them: His Decrees are 


Nanding and'immutable, and the Deliver- 


ance of the Faithful is as ſurprizing as it 


is comfortable. It is not our Buſineſs to 
preſcribe to the Almighty, or to direct the 
Progreſs of his Wiſdom and Providence, 
either in temporal or ſpiritual Affairs; but 
in all our Ways to acknowledge him, and to 
reſt contented that he will direct and or- 
der our Paths. We are to remember that 
the Times and Seaſons are in our Father's 
Hand; but the Stipulations of his Royal 
Word, the Sanctions of Eternal Wiſdom, 
and the Merits of our Redeemer's Paſſion, 
are Sureties for the Performance of them. 

As all Misfortunes have a deſtin'd End 
or moral Tendency, ſo when that 7. endency 
is promoted, or that End is ſerv'd, the 
Misfortune will be removed, or mitigated, 
as is moſt expedient ſor the Sufferer. For 
as God doth not eaftly grieve or affiif the 
Children of Men, but in the midſt of Judg- 
ment thinks upon Mercy, and, like our in- 


dulgent Fathers in the Fleſh, only corretts 
to reform, and puniſhes to ſave his Off- 


ſpring ; 
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ſpring ; ſo when the Chaſtiſement is an- S ERM. 
ſwer'd, and the projected Reformation ac- XX. 
compliſh'd, the Rod is thrown out of his "VV 


Hand, and nothing but Serenity appears 
in his Countenance, and Calmneſs in his 
Actions. 


Spiritual Ad vantage is always aim'd at 
by Temporal Correction, and whether Men 
or Devils be the Executioners of God's 
Wrath, their Commiſſion is limited, and 
their Power confined, The Saving of the 
Soul is the yltimate End of all the Divine 
Diſpenſations, and the Deſtruction of the 
Sufferer can never be the Conſequence of 
any thing but our own Obſtinacy and Im- 
penitence, Whether God acts by him- 
ſelf, or by his Permiſſion of Eyil Agents, 
the End is the ſame, and the Good of his 
Creatures is aimed at in all his affi#ing as 
well as proſperous Diſpenſations. V ben bis 
Fudgments are in the Earth, the Inbabit- 
ants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 
Severity will dive, as well as Mercy lead 
us to Repentance; and the Days of Adver- 
ty diſpoſe us to Conſideration, as well as 
the Days of Proſperity to Rejoicing, When 
Temptations beſet us, when Snares are in 

the 
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S ERM . the Way, or the Adverſary of Souls makes 
XX. ſome Propoſals to ſeduce us into Perdition; 
either the Zeal to encounter, the Power to 
remove, or the Patience to endure, will 
always be the. Conſequence of a well- 
grounded Faith. God with the Tempta- 
tion weil find a Way for you ta eſcape, God 
is. faithful who hath promiſed ; he will make 
good his Covenants, or animate his Ser- 
vants: He hath ſubdued or confin'd the 
Tempter, and will give you ſome provi- 
dential Opportunities to eſcape his Ter- 
rors, or infuſe« a fufficient Strength to 
weather out the Storm. And this brings 
to the 


Fourth and laft Point of Doctrine affert- 
ed in the Text, namely, 
Tux comfortable Conſequence of this 
Divine Aſſiſtance of God's Grace to 
tempted Perſons: That they may be able to 
bear it. 


OuR Abilities to bear = Shock of 3 a 
Temptation by any natural Virtue is alto- 
gether impoſſible, without the Concur- 
rence of Grace and the Aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Favour : But God, who has pro- 
mis'd 
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mis'd not to leave us ar forſake us; God, SERM. 

who in all aur Aflictiont is previouſly af. XX. 

Kicted, will animate our internal Faculties, 

throw in his auxiliary Forces for Re- 
ſiſtance, or divert the Enemy which we 

are not able to conquer. Our Abilities of 

bearing, what we have not always Strength 

of over · coming, are very viſible in our 
Chriſtian Warfare; and the Guard and 

Protection of Providence is as uſeful in 
our religious Conflicts, as the Arm of Om- 

nipotence in the Confuſion of our tempo- 

ral Enemies, 

Lr our natural Weakneſſes be never 

ſo numerous and frequent, inſomuch that 

in many Things we offend all, and the very 

juſt Man may (as Solomon aſſerts) fall ſeven 

Times in a Day; yet we are to conſider 

that the Riſe is more ſurprizing than his 

Fall, and his Fate is different from the 

Wicked and Obdurate, who plunge irre- 

vocably into Miſchief and Perdition, 

Ir there be a willing Mind, a reluQtant 

Heart, and a regenerate Principle within, 

it ſhall be accepted according to what a Man 

hath, and not according to what he hath not; 

and his faithful Doings prevented and fur- 
ther'd 
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Eph. vi. 
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S ERM. ther'd by God's continued Help, and ſancti- 
XX. fied and accepted by the Merits of our 
— Redeemer, and the Operations of the Spi- 


rit. 

Lx our natural Weakneſſes be never 
ſo many, if the Chriſtian Armour be well 
plac'd, the carnal Man ſhall be ſpiritualiæ d, 
and the Victories of the Croſs be always 
glorious and triumphant. Let us be only 
ſure to place our Confidence where there 
is Help, and to fetch our Aſſiſtance from 
the proper Place; and then, though we 
wreſtle not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but 
againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, a- 
gainſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high 


Places, our Endeavours, through God's 


Aſſiſtance, ſhall be ſucceſsful, and Hell 
ſhall be defeated; our Redeemer ſhall 
triumph, and the Snares 'and Machina- 
tions of Satan ſhall be foil'd; the Powers 
and Intereſt of Grace ſhall flouriſh, and 
the Joys of Heaven ſweeten all the Tur- 
moils and Diſtreſſes of deceittu] and al- 

luring Earth. 
I nope by what has been dcn 
laid down, my Brethren, you fee the Na- 
ture 
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ture of Temptations, and the Chriſtian 
Method of ſubduing them: I hope you 
will learn to acquit God from what is 
Evil, -and not to impute what is by Per- 
miſſion only, to an efficient: Cauſe in the Al- 
mighty, 'The Actions of Heaven and Hell 
are altogether inconſiſtent, God, whoſe 
Deſign was 70 ſeek and to ſave that which 
s loft, can fall into no Meaſures of de- 
ſtroying thoſe whom his Son has redeemed, 
He will not let looſe a ravenous and de- 
vouring Wolf upon his Fold; but by all 
Chriftian Means reſtrain his' Fury, confine 
his Power, defeat his Artifices, protect his 
Servants, and reward the Faithful. _, 
Tux Concluſion which I ſhall make 
from this Doctrine of Grace and Conqueſt 
of Temptations, ſhall be in.theſe few fol- 
lowing Practical Inferences. 

1. FROM what has been faid, 1 would 
infer the Happineſs of a Chriſtian, whoſe 
Religion, in the midſt of Temptations, is 
both his Security and Comfort, his Pro- 
tection in this World, and his Reward in 
another. The Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith made his Appearance upon Earth, 
to encounter the Tempter and defeat his 


Stra- 
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Ss x M Stratagems. He inftituted 'a Religion in 


XX. 


direct Oppoſition to the Government of 


ell, and ſuffered and died for the Eſta- 


bliſhment and Propagation of it. He de- 
ſcended into Hell that he might compleat 


his Conqueſt, and deſpoil the Principali- 
tres and Poteers of Darkneſs of their u- 


ſurp'd Dominion. He gſcrnded into Heaven 


an ſitteth at the Rigbt- hund bf God, that 


he might make Interceſſion by his Blood, 
and gend the ſpiritual Comforter from his 
Father to protect his Church, and ſecure 
his faithful Adherents on Barth. 

Tus great and ſworn Enemy of Man- 


kind is the Devil; and the whole Progreſs 


of the mediatorial Scheme is to ſubdue 


his Perſon, and reduce his Power in this 


World, and prevent his Ravage and Exe- 
cutions in another. The more firm we 
are in out Faith, and the mote regular 
in our Chriſtian Duties, the more effectu- 
ally do we engage the Captain of our Sal- 
vation to be on our Side; the ſtricter Guard 
and Security do we put upon our Souls; 
and at the greater Diſtance do we remove 
all enen and Provocations to eternal 


Ruin. 


2. FROM 
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2. From what has been ſaid we may 8E RR. 
gather the reſtrain'd and limited Power of XX. 
the Devil, and by Conſequence his Inabi- - 
lity to act in a Chriſtian State without our 
Incitement and Concuttence with him, 
Chrift is not dead in vain, neither can his 
Conqueſt- be defeated, his Merits can- 
cell'd, or his Servants enſlav'd without his 
Conſent. O Mrael, thy Deſtruction is from 
thyſelf, but in me is thy Hope, ſaith the 
Lord. If you will ſerve the Powers that 
are conquer'd, and ſubmit to the tyran- 
nical Mafter which is under your Feet, 
your Slavery is from your Folly, and your 
Condemnation from yourſelves; Oh! rouſe 
up your Courage, ye ranſom d of the Lord: 
Aſſert your Privileges, ye Children of Light : 
Shake off your Fetters, ye Heirs of Immor- 
tality. Your Chriſtian Privileges are upon 
a better Eſtabliſhment than either Mora- 
ity could dictate, or the Law of Moſes 
entail upon any of its Proſelytes. Let not 
your Hearts be tronbled at A fflictions, nor 
your Courage diſmay'd at Dangers. 27 John xiv. 
believe in Bod, believe alſo in me, Reſt up- 
on my Promiſes, and be ſatiated with my 
2 Merits. 
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Str Mm, Merits, In my Father's Houſe are many 
XX. Manſions; I go to prepare a Place fot Mi 
Joka %iv. au, I go and prepare a Place for you, 1 
2, 3. ill come again, and receive you unto myſelf, 
that where I am, there ye may be alſo. _ _ 


3. In. Oppoſition to the Power of 
Temptations, you may in a Chriſtian Senſe 
conſider you rſelves as Free- Agents. Tho 
you are in Slavery by Nature, yet the Son 
bath made you free: The eternal Son hath 
clear'd UP. your Underſtandings, and re- 

| Ctified the Obliquity of your Wills; puri- 
ficd your Affections, and enlightned all the 
Apartments of your Souls. It was the 
2 wit. Boaſt of the Jews, That. they were Abra= 
OY ham's Seed, and neuer in Bondage to any 
Man: But. the Divine Reprimand was, He 
that committeth Sin, is the Servant of Sin: 
Pride makes you obſtinate and reſolute in 
Error; and the Boaſting of Freedom js a 
Continuance in Slavery, and a Deitsst of 
your Redemption. 


4. Is God doth not pan us to Sin, . 
als al us not turn JTempters or Traitors to our- 
ſelves, or be Confederates with Hell againſt 


our own Souls. Peer: © 29M cui 0 
WE 
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Wr tempt ourſelves by introducing in-SERM, 
brdinate Luſts and Affections into the XX. 
Mind, and laying open the Conſclence r 
Sloth and Credulity. We break looſe from 
the Reſtraints of Chriſtianity, and give 
the Devil that Power over us, which the 
Author of our Salvation has deliver d us 
from. The Children of Liberty thruſt 
their Necks under Bondage, and defeat the 
efficacious Methods of their own Salva- 
| tion. The Servants of Sin are freed from 
Righteouſneſs; their Liberty becomes a 
Snare, Grace an Accuſation, Redemption 
a Puniſhment, and Light itſelf the Aggra- 
vation of Darkneſs ! 


O ruou Lover cf Souls, Protector of 
Saints, and Preſerver of Men, Let thy 
Ways be known upon Earth, thy ſaving 
Health among ſt all Nations. Secure the 
Ranſom'd from a Return to Slavery, and 
fortify the Tempted againſt the Wiles and 
Stratagems of Satan. Mercifully accept our 
Prayers for thy Favour and Protection; 
and becauſe through the Weakneſs of our mor. (411, for 
tal Nature we can do no good Thing without - _—_— 
thet, grant us the Help of thy Grace, that : 


. +; in 
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Sg RM, keeping thy Commaniments we may pleaſe 
XX. thee both in Will and Deed, and by tha 
Su Aſſiſtances of thy Spirit withMand the 
br _ Temptations of the World, the Fleſh and the 
Devil, and with pure Hearts and Minds 
follow thee the only God, through TFeſus 
Chrift our Lord, Amen. . 
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The Unco rrupt M Mags 
ſtrate: 


A SERMON preach'd at Bath at 
the Inſtalment of a Mayor. 


- 
1 1 " 4 4 FR Ty 4.4 4a — 4 13 
— _- 


1 Saw. XII. 
Behold, here I am, 2 againſt 


mne before the Lord, and before 
his Anointed : Whoſe Ox have I 
talen? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken? 
Or whom have 1 defrauded? 
Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of 

whoſe Hands have I received any 
Bribe to blind mine Eyes there- 
with? and I will reflore it you. 


| 7 HESE Words are the Declara- 8E R M. 
tion of Samuel, when he reſign d XXI. 
the Jewiſh Government to Saul WW 


And they are utter'd with ſuch an Air of 
Bb 2 0 Seri- 
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Szriouſneſs and Impartiality as to command 
the Attention of every Perſon in Autho- 
rity, and to influence the Practice of all 
ſuch as have any Commerce or Dealing 
with their Neighbours. For as Juſtice is 
the Foundation of all Civil Government, 
and. Truth the Support and Preſervation 
of human Society; ſo. Falſhood and Op- 
preſſion are to be diſcourag'd and ſuppreſs'd 
by- the virtuous. Magiſtrate, as well as ab- 
horr'd and forſaken by the honeſt Subject. 
Without ſuch an exerting of Power on 
the one Hund, and ſuch a Practice of Obe- 
dience on the other, Peace will be a Stran- 


ger to our Streets, and Plenteouſneſs to our 
Nation: Thieves and Robbers will ſtrug- 


gle for a legal Settlement, and Diſgrace 
and Poverty continue: the unhappy Por- 
tion of the Innocent and Defenceleſs. 
Laws are made for the Lawleſs and Diſ- 
obedient, and Rulers are conſtituted- for a 
Terror to evil Works, and not to good. God 
himſelf is the Author and Diſpoſer of all 


_ earthly Governments, and has order'd his 


Vicegerents to be conſpicuous and up- 


right in their reſpective Stations, accord- 
| ing 
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ing to bis Practice and Example. He bath S ERM. 
ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good; and what A. 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to db juſt- Miel. 8. 
ly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? Happy is he that is in ſuch 
a Caſe! Happy is he, who, like Samuel, 
hath diſcharg'd this important Truſt of 
Governing! Who, being ſupported with 
his own Integrity, and buoyed up by a 
Senſe of having done Juſtice in every Ar- 
ticle of Life, can make this bold Chal- 
lenge in the Audience of all the People, 
and before the Face of the whole World; 
Behold, here T am, witneſs againſt me, &c. 

TuESE Words, you ſee, as ſpoken by 
Samuel, have a Relation only to the Diſ- 
charge of a publick Truſt by a ſupreme 
| Magiſtrate or Governor; but foraſmuch 
as the Vices they would diſclaim, and the 
oppoſite Virtues which they muſt conſe- 
quently recommend, are practicable in 
the loweſt as well as higheſt Conditions of 
Life, I ſhall beg Leave to treat of them 
in ſuch a large Senſe as may be ſuitable 
to the Circumſtances of every Auditor 
here preſent. And, in order thereto, I 
ſhalt endeayour, my Brethren, for your 
Bb 3 | In- 
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Sx RN. Information as well as the Obſervance of 
XXI. Method in my Diſcourſe, to lay before 


vou a brief Explication and Enforcement 
of the ſeveral Particulars of Samuels Chal- 


1 to his Countrymen, at the Reſignas 


tion of his Office, to the Intent that you, 
proceeding by the ſame Rules, may ſ try 
and examine your own Lives and Actions, 
as to ſee how you have manag'd in the 


great and important Duties of Juſtice and 


Honeſty to your Neighbours, and in what 


Capacity you may be to give an Ac- 


count of yourſelyes to God, at the Re- 


ſignation of your Souls in the Hour of 


Peath, 
Now this Challenge of Samuel, which 


has been juſt read to you, conſiſts of three 
Parts. 


Firſt, A BoLD and ſolemn Appeal to 
God, and the King, for the Inte, 
grity of his Heart, and the Juſtice of 
his Proceedings: Behold, bere J am, 
witneſs againſt me before the Eero, and 
pefore bis Anointed, 


4 | Se condly 2 
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SERM., 


| 15 17 1. XXI. 
Secondly, A RECITAL of ſeveral Parti- | 


culars, wherein his Conduct and Cha- 
fracter were unblameable : Whoſe Ox 
have I taken? Or whoſe Aſs have 1 
taken? Or whom have I defrauded? 
Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe 
Hand have I received any Bribe to 
blind mine Eyes therewith ? 


Thirdly, A SAT18FACT10N for Injuries, 
upon a Suppoſition that the Perſon 
proteſting ſhould be found guilty of 

Injuſtice: I will reflore it you, 


Firſt, HzRE is a bold and folemn Ap- 
peal from Samuel to God and the King, 
for the Integrity of his Heart, and the 
Juſtice of his Proceedings: Behold, here I 
em, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, and 
before is Anointed. 

Behold, here T am ! The Prophet was not 
at all daunted or diſmay'd at the Change 
of Government, or the Relinquiſhing of 
his Office; neither did he retire from 
Court for Fear of his Succeſſor, or ſkulk 
jnto another Land for Dread of Puniſh- 

B b 4 ment: 
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8ER M. ment: He dared own, as a private Man, 
3% what he acted as a public Magiſtrate, and 


to ſubmit to thoſe Laws for Judgment, 
which he had been ſo long an Interpreter 
of as a Judge. By an awful Preſence he 
confronts thoſe very People who were 
weary of his Goyernment, and petition'd 
for an Alteration of it, and by the Power 
of Truth clears his Character, and ſilences 


his Accuſers. 


Witneſs againſt me before. the Lord, and 
before his Anojnted. Let the Laws and the 
King be Judge of my Actions; and God 
the Searcher of Hearts, and the Knower of 
Secrets, ratify the Sentence, if upon any 
Article I ſhould be found guilty. 


A woBLE Appeal for the Diſcovery of 


Error! A generous Challenge of an inno- 


cent Man! Take it, my Brethren, for a 
Pattern of your Conduct and Acting; and 
proceed upon the ſame Principles of Ju- 
ſtice and Integrity, that ye may have the 
ſame Applauſes from Men, and thę ſame 
Abſolution from your own Conſciences. 

Set God always in your Thoughts, and 
place his tremendous Majeſty before your 


kes Conſider him as r your Path, 
ang 
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and about. your Bed, preſent with your Per- SR RM. 
ſons, and ſpying out all your Goings : Repre- XXI. 


ſent the Sword of Vengeance always hang- 


ing over the Head of Tranſgreſſors, and 
let the Inſpection of your Almighty Judge 
terrify you from your 2 oy awe you 


into Obedience. 


- Second] , I AM more diſtinctly to con- 
ſider the Recital of thoſe ſeveral Particu- 


lars, wherein Samuels Conduct and Cha- 
racter were unblameable: Whoſe Ox have 


I taken? Or whoſe Aſs have J taken? Or 


whom have J defrauded? Whom have I op 
preſſed? Or of whoſe Hands have J received 


any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith? 


IN which Words there is a Diſclaim and 


Proteſtation againſt four Vices : 


1. VIOLENCE. 
2. KNAvERY. 
3. OPPRESSION, 
4. BRIBERY. 


1. Tur Prophet Samuel diſclaims and 
proteſts againſt all Acts of Violence or 


open 
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Sx RN. open Injuſtice: Whoje Ox have 1 taken? 
0 XXI. Or whoſe Aſs baue I taken? 
| WV As Men's Properties are determin'd by 
1 the Laws and Cuſtoms of their Country; 
| ſo all Theft and Robbery is a Sin againſt 
= the Community, and the Actors and Abet- 
tors of ſuch Practices are chargeable with 
\ 


a more heinous Guilt, and obnoxious to 
| Now. fl. greater Infamy and Difgrace. Thou that 
21, 22. feacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? 

Thou that preacleſt a Man ſhould not ſteal, 
dojft thou fleal? Thou that ſayeſt a Man 
ſhould not commit Adultery, doft thou commit 
Adultery? Thou that abborreſt Idols, daft that 
commit Sacrilege? 

Tux Crime is aggravated by the Station 
and Circumſtances of the Perſon who com- 
mits it, and the Notoriety of the Fact pro- 
_ claims the Tranſgreſſor impudent, and ren- 

ders the Tranſgreſſion inexcuſable. 
The not taking of our Neighbour's Ox or 
Aſs in the Text, are but particular In- 
ſtances to expreſs an Abhorrence of all 
publick Acts of Violence and Rapine. The 
Ox and the Aſs repreſent the whole Goods 
and Property of our Neighbour ; and we are 
fo far from being Juſtified for entring upon 
his 
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his Rights, that we are ſtrictly command-SEz RM, 
ed by God himſelf not ſo much as to cover XXI. 
or Are them. The Inclinations, the Ap -- 
petites, and Paſſions of the Soul, are to 
be kept under a due Regulation and Re- 
ſtraint; much more are the Hands to be 
tied up from picking and ſtealing, and all 
Violations of publick Faith and Peace to 
be ſuppreſs d and puniſh'd. | 

2, ANOTHER Act of Injuſtice, diſ- 
claimed by Samuel in the Text, is 'Knavery 
or Fraud, which is only diſtinct from Vo- 
lence by the Manner of committing it; 
the one being a publick and the other a 
more private Piece of Injuſtice. Fraud 
waits for an Advantage, and lurks for the 
Halting of our Neighbour: It propoſes 
Doubts to ſtartle, and raiſes Miſts to miſ- 
guide the Traveller: It works upon the 
Neceſſities, impoſes upon the Credulity, 
and preys upon the Weakneſs of the harm- 
leſs and unguarded Part of Mankind: It 

comes attended with Hypocriſy and Diſ- 
ſimulation, and would accompliſh its De- 
ſigns by Artifice and Lying. In this Senſe, 
we read much in Scripture of Traps and 
8nares, of the Engines of Deceit, and the 

; crafty 
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S ERM. crafty Intrigues of Villainy, The Pro- 
XXI. phet Jeremy has ſufficiently caution'd us 
WY upon this Head, by expoſing the fraudu- 
lent Practices of a wicked World, and di- 

recting us to the ſafeſt Methods for our 

| own perſonal Security and Preſervation. 
Jer. ix. 4, Take ye Heed every one of his Neighbour, 
5, 6, 8. aud truſt ye not in any Brother : For every 
Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every 
Neigbbour will walk with Slanders. And 

they will deceive every one his Netghbour, and 
will not ſpeak the Truth: They have taught 

their Tongue to ſpeak Lies, and weary them- 

ſelves to commit Iniquities. Thine Habita- 

tion is the midſt of Deceit; through Deceit 

they refuſe to know me, ſaith the Lord. Their- 

Tongue is an Arrow ſhot' out, it ſpeaketh 

Deceit : One ſpeaketh peaceably to his Neigb- 

bour with his Mouth, but in Heart be layeth 

bis Watt. n 

HoLy David had Experience of all the 

Villainy which is here recited by the Pro- 

phet, and makes the heavieſt Complaint 

to God of the malicious and ſpiteful Pra- 

"y xt. 1, ices of crafty and deceitful Men. Help, 
Lord, (ſays he) for there is not one godly 
Man left : For the Faithful are minſhed 
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rot among the Children of Men. They talkSERM, 
of Vanity every one with bis Neighbour : XXI. 
They do but flatter with their Lips, and di- — 
ſemble in their double Heart: For lo, ther. xi. z; 
Ungodly bend their Bow, and make ready 
their Arrows within the Quiver, that they 
may privily ſhoot at them which are true of 
Heart. They fit lurking in the thieviſh Cor- Pl. x. 7,8; 
ners of the Streets: And privily in their ® 
lurking Dens do they murder the Innocent 
their Eyes are ſet againſt the Poor. For they 
lie waiting ſecretly, even as u Lion lurketh 
in his Den, that they may raviſh the Poor. 

Tre ſame Artifices are ſtill in vogue in 
our Times, and>the Net is clandeſtinely 
laid to enſnare the Helpleſs and Unwary. 
The Houſe of Merchandiſe is a Den of 
Thieves, and the Sharpneſs and Wiſdom 
of the Age conſiſts in undermining, grip- 

ing, or over-reaching a Neighbour. IL is prov. xz; 
naught, it 1s naught, faith the Buyer: But '* 
when he is gone his Way, then he boaſteth. 
The Mouth of the Seller is full of Cunſing 
and Imprecations, to varniſh over the De- 
fect of ſome damag'd Commodity, and 


impoſe upon the Ignorance of well-mean- 
ing Perſons, 


Bur 


382 The Uncorrupt Magiſtrate. 
SEtRM. Bor the honeſt and upright Man takes 
XXI. different Courſes, and ſteers more by the 
UV Rules of Godlineſs and Juſtice than the 
mercenary Ends of Gain and Injuſtice,— 
Whom have I defrauded? Where is the Per- 
ſon that I have circumvented, or impos'd up- 
on? Where arethe other's Lands which are 
now unlawfully called by my Name? Where 
is the Eſtate that I have ſwallow'd down 
by Knavery and Extortion? The golden 
Law has been the Rule of my Proceeding; 
the aſſiſting of the Indigent has been my 
Study and Care; and the ahing to others as 
I would be done to myſelf, the Triumph of 
my Life. 

3. Tux third Thing diſclaim'd by Sa- 
muel is Oppreſſion.— Now Oppreſſion is 
a Sort of Tyranny exereis d by Superiors 
upon their Inferiors: It is a violent Abuſe 
of Power, and is heavily complain'd of in 
Scripture, as one of the moſt outragious 
Acts of Injuſtice. Of this Kind was the 
Treatment of the Egyprians towards the 
Iſraelites, when they afflifted them with their 
Burdens, and made their Lives bitter with 
hard Bondage, in Mortar, and in Brick, 
and in all Manner ef Service in the Field. 

| ä 


* 


Exod. i. 
$1, 14. 
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Tu Poor and the Innocent, and the SE Rm, 
Widow and Fatherleſs, are other helpleſs XXI. 
and forlorn Objects, whoſe Opprethon bh 


viſible in this World, and whoſe Sufferings 
are imputed to the exorbitant Abuſe of 
Power, 

Now as God Almighty has declar'd him- 
ſelf the Avenger of all ſuch as ſuffer wrong- 


fully, and has more particularly taken the 


Protection of the Harmleſs and Defenceleſs 


to his own Juſtice; all Perſons who have 
any Influence or Superiority over others 
would do well to conſider, what a ſtrict and 
impartial Being they are accountable to for 
their Actions, and how much it concerns 
the Intereſt of their Souls to walk uprightly 
in this World, that they may avoid the 
Judgmenc and Condemnation of another. 

4. Tux laſt Vice which Samuel clears 
himſelf from is Bribery : Of whoſe Hands 
have I received 1 Gift ts blind mine Eyes 
therewith ? | 

In this Part of the Prophet's Appeal, 
his Words are more particularly applica- 


ble to his publick Station, Bribery and 


Corruption being the great Vices to which 


Judges, in the Diſcharge of their Office, 


arc 


384 The Uncorrupt Magiſtrate. 
S$2&M. are ſubject and liable; But in a private 
XXI. State of Life, we can make but little far- 
ther Uſe of \Samue?s Declaration; than to 
diſclaim Self- intereſt and Covetouſneſs, and 
all mercenary Means of doing ill Things 
to the Prejudice of our Neighbour. The 
Private Man has very rarely the Matters 
of Right and Wrong laid before him for 
his Decifion ; neither is he (in the Expreſ- 
- Feclus. fion of the Son of Sirach) to be ſought for 
— Counſel, nor ta ſit bigh in the Cungrega- 
tion; much leſs 70 be lifted into the Fudge's 
Seat, or to underſtand the Sentence of Judg- 
ment: But if he ſhould at any time, in 
an inferior Degree, be call'd in to aſſiſt 
in Judicial Caſes, his great Care ſhould be 
to bear faithful Teſtimony, to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with, a due Reverence of an Oath, 
and an Abhorrence of Perjury ; nor to 
have one Man's Perſon in Admiration, or 
another's in Contempt, for the ſake of 


Gain. 


\ Thirdly, ' Tux laſt Thing in Samuel's 
Proteſt in the Text is a Satisfaction for 
Injuries, upon Suppoſition that the Per- 


ſon ſo ſolemnly declaring his Innocence 
ſhould 


6— | OY ” Roy 83 
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ſhould be found guilty of Injuſtice: 7 D ERM. 
i reftore it to you. | 
Tux Prophet here is ſtill generous d PD 


open; and ſpeaks from a Senſe of his Duty, 
and the Dictates of his Conſcience. He 
defires no A#s of Indemnity to ſkreen his 
Perſon, nor dreads any Laws of Reſump- 
tion to enquire into his Eſtite, He was 
as ready- to refund, as the Injur'd were to 
complain ; and as forward to ſubmit to a 
Trial himſelf, as ever he had been to 175 
others, The fame Love of Juſtice fol- 
low'd him in a private as in a publick Ca- 
pacity ; and Reſtitution was as much a Du- 
ty in a Miniſter as in a Criminal, What a 
Man has unjuſtly gotten, or inherits, is not 
properly his own. The Stone out of the 
Wall cries againſt the unjuſt Occupier of 
the Houſe ; and the Lands call'd after our 
own Names are diſgraceful Monuments to 
the Poſſeſſors. Conſider this, thou that 


 grindeft the Face of the Poor, and defraudeſt 


the Hirelins of his Wages, | Conſider the 


Duty of Reſtitution, Thou that haſt taken Job xxii, 
a Pledge of thy Brother for nought, and b. 7. 


tripped the Naked of his Cloathing ; thou 
that baſt ſent Widows away empty, and -ſif- 
Vor. II. Cc „ 


7 8 
* * 
* 
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Se RM. fer d the Arms of the Fatherleſs to be bro+ 
XXI. hen, The Declaration of Samuel in the 
bY” Text is an Example of different Proceed- 
Ing under the Law, and the Profeſſion of 
\Zacheus in the Goſpel is a noble Inſtance 
Luke xix. of Chriſtian Juſtice and Charity. Lord, 
* the half of my Goods I give to the Poor ; and 
if I have taken any Thing from any Man by 
falſe Accuſation, I reflore bim fourfold. 
Tux leaſt, I think, that can be inferr'd 
from theſe /wo ſcriptural Facts, is, that if we 
have injur'd any Man in his Body or Re- 
putation, in his Goods or Eſtate, We are 
„ not only to reſtore to him what we 
have unjuſtly gotten from him, but alſo 
to make a lawful Compenſation for the 
% Time that we have detain'd his Goods, 
« and to repair ſuch Loſſes and Damages, 
* as he has, or may be ſuppos'd to have, 
ſuſtain'd by the Want of them.” * 
TH1s is no more than ſtrict Juſtice, and 
doing to every one as we are willing that 
the» ſhould do unto us in like Caſes: And 
it is to be hop'd, that the common Prin- 
ciples of Morality, as well as the Certain- 
ty of a Future Judgment, will engage us 


Companion for a Sick Bed, p. 128. 


. 


1 
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in the Practice of theſe natural and re- SE RM. 
veald Duties, that we may promote the XXI. 
good of Society here, and procure a fa- - 


vourable Conſtruction of our Actions here- 
after, Amen, | | 


| Nmo to God the Father, &c, 
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The enormous Sin of 


Blaſphemy ; and the 
exemplary Puniſhment 
of Blaſphemers: 


In Four SERMONS preach'd 


at the _— in Bath. 


1111 XXVII. 4. 


It may be the Lord thy God will 


(24 the Words of Kehle, 
whom the King of Aria his 
Maſter hath ſent to reproach the 
living God, and will reprove the 1 
Words which the Lord thy God 
hath heard: Wherefore lift up 


thy Prayer for the Remnant that 


7s left. 


HESE Words are the Meſſage 8 ERNI. 
I of a very noted King of Judah, XXII. 


ſent by one of his principal Ser- 


vants, to the Prophet T/aiah, at a Time 


7 
* ' 
* 


Cc 3 when 


390 


De Sin of Blaſphemy, and the 


Se RM. when his Royal Perſon was attack d, and 
XXII. his Dominions upon the Brink of Ruin 
. Deſtruction, . 


2 Kings 
Xviii. 3. 


Ver. 4. 


Ver. 5. 


Tur King chat ſent this Meſſage was 
Hezekiah, who had not only the general 
Encomium which inſpired Hiſtorians have 
given to the good Princes of the Jewiſb 
Nation, of doing all that was right in the 


Sight of the Lord, according to all that his 


Father David did: But foraſmuch as he 
removed the High Places, and brake down 
the Images; cut down the Groves, and de- 
moliftd the Brazen Serpent that Moſes had 
made; (which was a Pitch of Courage and 
Piety beyond what any of his Predeceſſors 
in the Kingdom had arrived to:) Foraſ- 
much, I ſay, as he did all this for the 
Glory of God and the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, the Holy Ghoſt has been pleaſed to 
beſtow an additional Flouriſh to his Cha- 

rafter, and to fix this Mark of Eminence 
and Diſtinction upon his Virtues, That af- 
ter him there was none like him among all 
the Kings of Judah, nor any that were be- 
fore bim; his Zeal againſt Idolatry being 
Haming and triumphant, and his moral 


Accoms 


S- -- 


Puniſhment of Blaſphemers. 391 
Accompliſhments ſuperior to his Prede- S ER NM. 
ceſſors, and unimitated by his Succeſſors, XXII. 

Bur notwithſtanding this Repreſenta- Y* 
tion of Hezekiah's Virtues, it pleaſed the 
Almighty Providence, (either, perhaps, 
to try the Piety of this good Prince, or to \ 
magnify his Power in the Deſtruction of 
his Enemies,) to raiſe up a very potent 
Nation againſt him, and /o far to give him 
up as a Prey unto their Teeth, that his Do- 
minions were all ravaged, and his Capital 

City beſieged, and the Inhabjtants reduced 
to the laſt Extremity. 45 


To make theſe Misfortunes the more 
ſenſible and affecting, the Commander of 
the Aſſyrian Army ſent the moſt abuſive 
Meſſage to the King himſelf, and hector'd 
the Servants of his Houſhold who ſpake 10 
him from the Wall; blaſphemed the God 
who had ſet him on the Throne, and in- 
ſulted his Subjects, and ridiculed his Al- 
liances. Let not thy God, ſays he, in whom 11. vit. 
thou truſfteſt, dceive thee, ſaying, Jeruſa- 10. % 
lem ſhall not be given into the Hand of the © 
King of Aſſyria. Behold, thou haſt heard 
what the Kings of Aſſyria have done to all 
Lanes by deſtroying them utterly, and ſhalt 
de tho 


' 


392 De Sin of Blaſphemy, and the 
S ERM. Thou be delivered? Have the Gods of the 
XXII. Nations delivered them which my Fathers 
SY have de eftroyed? Where is the King of Ha- 
- math, and the King of Arphad, and the 
| King of the (Ay of STIR Henab, and 
EE ws 
UxpER ſuch 8 Provocations and 
Diſtreſſes from a blaſpheming Enemy, He- 
geliab bumbles himſelf for his Sins, and had 
a Recourſe to the Cod of Iſrael for a De- 
liverance ; modeſtly (as it may be ſup- 
poſed) preſuming, that, though his own 
perſonal Virtues might not divert the Storm, 
and ſecure his Dominions, yet the Diſho- 
nour caſt upon God, and the profane 
Abuſe of the Divine Power might pro- 
voke the Almighty to take Vengeance of 
an infolent and reviling Rabſhakeh, and 
make the King of Aſſyria an Example to 
all Blaſphemers, 
may be the Lord thy Ged will hear the 
Wards of Rabſhakeh, whom the King of Af- 
fyria his Maſter hath ſent to reproach the 
Living God, and will reprove the Words 
which the Lord thy God hath heard: Where- 


fare lift up thy Prayer for the Remnant that 


js Hb. 


Iy 


. Puniſhment of Blaſphemers.- 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, 18 E RNA. 
think it proper to take notice of the Seven XXII. 
| following Thiwge:  GEIRSEP 


Firſt, Tux Perſon, to whom King He- 
zekiah addreſſed him to petition the 
Lord for his Kingdom: 8 Prophet 
Laiab. 


HSlecondly, Tat teligious Difidence and 
Diſtruſt, with which he made this 
Addreſs: I may be. 


Thirdly, Tux Reaſons why he fo par- 

-—_ ticularly at this Time ſtiles the Al- 
mighty the Prophet's God: The Lord 
thy God may hear, 


Fourthly, TE artful but modeſt Way, 
in which he accuſes the King of A/- 
ſyria, and his General Rabſhakeh : The 
Lord may hear the Words of Rabſha- 
Leb, whom the King of Afſyria his Ma- 
Ks hath ſent, 


Fifthly, Taz Subject upon which this 


Accuſation was grounded: They re- 


proached the Living God. 


Sixthly, 


= — — us — co 


204. De Sin of Blaſphemy, and the 
SERM. 8 | 
XXII. Sixthy, Tux Probability that God 
V would revenge ſuch daring Blaſphe- 
my: He may reprove the Words which 

be hath heard, 


Seventbiy, TRE Supplication that was 
to be made for Deliverance : Where- 
fare lift up thy Prayer for the Rem- 
nant that is left. 


By this Divifon you will ſee that J have 
laid out a large Scheme to inſiſt upon, and 
the finiſhing of it will require Zhree or four 
Diſcourſes: But I hope your Patience will 
the more eaſily pardon my Enlargement 
upon this Subject, becauſe Blaſphemy is 
one of the reigning Vices of this Place; 
and the Fate of Blaſpbemers may be learn'd 
from Rabſhakeb, and the Deliverance of 
the Penitent from the Prayers of Heze- 
kiah, | 
Tux Comment of the Son of Sirach 

upon this Tranſaction is very memorable, 
and the Recital of it ſhall be the Founda- 
>. tion of our enſuing Diſcourſe. In the 
19, 20, Time of Ezektas (ys this Author) Sen- 
pe nacherib 
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nacherib came up, and ſent Rabſaces, andSx RM. 
lift up his Hand againſt Sion, and boaſted XXII. 
proudly. Then trembled their Hearts and 9 
Hands, and they were in Pain as Women in 
Travail. But they called upon the Lord 
which is merciful, and ſtretched out their 
Hands towards him : And immediately the 
Holy One heard them out of Heaven, and 
delivered them by the Miniſtry of Eſay. He 
ſmote the Hoſt of the Aſyrians, and his An- 
gel deſtroyed them : For Ezekias had done 
the Thing that pleaſed the Lord, and was 
firong in the Mays of David his Father, as 

Ejay the Prophet, who was great and faith= 
ful in Viſion, had commanded him. 

From this Comment upon the Sacred 
Hiſftcrian, I ſhall now proceed to conſider 
diſtinctiy the Words of the Text, accord- 


ing to the Diviſion which I Juſt now laid 
down before you. 


Hit run, I am to conſider the Per- 
fon to whom Ning Hezekiah addreſſed him- 
ſelf, to petition the Lord for his King- 
dom: And this was Tfazab, the Son of Amoz, 
a Perſon who (beſides kis Alliance to the 
Royal Family, and his Deſcent from the 


Kings 


þ 


396 
 SERM, 
XXII. 
WY 


De Hin of Blaſphemy, and the 
Kings of Judah] was eminently endow'd. 
with the Spirit of Prophecy, favour'd 
with Variety of Divine Revelations, and 
famous for the Sublimity of his Under- 


ſtanding, as well as the powerful Method 


IIa. i. 1. 


of his Perſuaſion and Prayer. This Per- 
ſon was employ'd by God in the Days of 
Uzziahb, Fotham, _Ahaz, and Hezekiab, 
Kings of Judab, and deliver'd ſeveral im- 
portant Meſſages relating to the Fewiſh 
Nation, and the State of the Chri/tian 


Church in future Times. 


Now to whom could the King of the | 
Fews better addreſs himſelf than to this 
inſpired Perſon, who by the Nature of his 
Office was to mediate between God and 
Man, and by the Sanctity and Upright- 
neſs of his Life might be ſuppoſed to have 
a more powerful Influence upon his Di- 
vine Maſter. Jaiab was the Favourite of 


Heaven, and by Conſequence the fitteſt 


Advocate to intercede with God for the 
Preſervation of his Prince and Country: 
His Piety might prevail, when the Prayers 


ol his Brethren were an Abomination to the 


Lord; and God ey upon his Requeſt 
might 
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might infatuate Idolaters, and confound a SER NM. 


Pagan Army. 


XXII. 


Tus for the ſake of rigbteous Lot, Gag 8 


bore a long time with a laſcivious Sodom ; 


and upon the account of ten righteous Per- Gen. wii 


fins, would have preſerved that City at laſt 3** 
from Ruin. For the Piety of King De 


vid, God frequently reſpited the whole 
Body of his Subjects; and for the ſingle 


| Virtue of one St. Paul ſaved #9 hundred Re xvii. 
threeſcore and ſixteen Souls from Shipwreck. 4 


God's Mercy is his darling and beloved 
Attribute, and his Threatnings are but 
conditional, and his Judgments ſuch as 
may be revoked upon fincere Repentance: 
And who fo proper as his own Servants to 
intercede with their Maſter? Who fo 
powerful as his Anointed to beg Protection 
for his Subjects? Who ſo proper as his 


Friends to pacify his Wrath, and ſheath 


up the Sword of his Vengeatce | ? 
David himſelf made uſe of the Inter- 
ceſſion of the Prophet Nathan, upon the 


Murder of Uriah: And when Saul had 


tranſgreſſed the Commandment of the 
Lord in not utterly deſtroying the Ama» 
lelites, but reſerving Agag and the beſt of 


4 the 
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S ERM. the Booty for a pretended Sacrifice to the 
XXII. God of Victory, he deſired the Aſſiſtance 
of Samuel to petition for his Pardon, and 


to avert God's Judgments from himſelf 


and Family, 


Wren God would have executed * 


geance upon the Iſraelites for erecting a 
Fl. cvi. 23. Calf in Horeb, and worſhipping the molten 


hs 


Image, Moſes his Choſen flood before bim in 
the Gap, to turn away his wrathful Indigna- 
tion, left be ſhould deſtroy them. 

WHEN the ſame perverſe People 4 
themſelves to Baal Peor, and ate the Offer- 
ings of the Dead; then flood up Phineas and 
prayed, and ſo the Plague ceaſed : And that 
was counted to him far Rightepuſineſs among 
all Poſterity for evermore. 

Hezekiah therefore ated wiſely in ta- 
king the fame laudable Courſes with his 
Predeceſſors, and applying himſelf to ſuch 
a Perſon as was zealous in his Country' $ 
Service, and had a ſufficient Intereſt with 
God to procure his Sovereign's and his 
Subjects Deliverance. The ſolemn Me- 
thod in which -zekiah did this, by fend» 
ing the Scribe to the Man of God, may 
farther inform us, how national Calami- 

ties 
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ties are to be deprecated, and how the Mi-S.E RM, 
nifters of God are to be ſought for, 20 weep XXII. 
between the Porch and the Altar, for the WY 


appeaſing of God's Wrath, and the avert- 
ing of his Judgments from our King and 
Country. 


Secondly, 1 am to conſider the religious 
Diffidence and Diſtruſt, with which He- 


zekiah made his Application to the Pro- 


phet 1jaiab: It may be the Lord thy God 
will bear, ; 

It may be! We may ſolicit Heaven, and 
make our Supplication to the God of our 
Fathers! There is ſtill a bare Poſſibility of 
Deliverance, and God can effe& it by 
what Inſtruments he pleaſes! But alas! I 
am unfit to aſe, and unworthy to receive 
the Favour! Neither can I arrogantly de- 
pend upon Protection at this deplorable 
Juncture, or expect a Miracle to reſcue 
myſelf and my Kingdom. The Ven- 
geance is proclaimed, and Execution is al- 


ready begun: The judgments which are 


actually brought upon us by this potent 
Enemy, are Signs that God has for/aker 


bis Inheritance, and is ready to deliver us. 


| uf, 
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SERM.upþ, as a Prey to the Teeth of the Heathen + 
XXII. And who am I, and my Father's Houſe? 


What Merit is there in this obſtinate and 


ſtiff- necked People, that God ſhould again 
80 forth with our diſpirited Army, and 
make his Power known to an ungrateful 
and idolatrous Nation ? 

| Sucn as theſe might be the Reflections 
of Hezekiah upon his preſent Diſtreſs; and 
it is probable that the Murmurings of his 
own Subjects within the Walls, as well as 
the Revilings of his Enemies without, 
might ſink his Courage, and add a greater 
Weight to his Diſcomfort. From hence 
aroſe his Diffidence and ſeeming Miſtruſt 
of a Deliverance, his Arraignment of him- 
ſelf and his Kingdom, and his fearful Ap- 
prehenſion of an offended God: All 


vrhich proceeding from a Senſe of his own 


Unworthineſs, we have Reaſon to call 
Humility rather than ſinful Deſparr ; and 
ſhall accordingly find, in the Sequel of 
this Hiſtory, rewarded with Exaltation 
and Triumph, rather than nn and 
Bandage. a 


Pirdy, 


* of Blaſphemers. 401 
S ERM. 

Third] , LeT us enquire briefly into XXII. 
the Reaſons why Hezek:iab might, ſo par- 
ticularly at this Time, ſtyle the Almighty ' 
the Prophet's God: The Lord thy God may | 
bear. 

THAT particular Relation which Jaiab 
bore to God, as a Perſon more immedi- 
ately Aided ps Dis Service, and autho- 
riſed and commiſſion'd to act in his Name, 
may at firſt View ſeem to juſtify this ap- 
propriate Title of the Lord thy God: But 
it is probable that Hezekiab, under his 
preſent Circumſtances, had a farther and 
a deeper Thought, and placed himſelf in 
Contradiſtinction to the Prophet, and look'd 
upon his own Intereſt as a King, at the 

_ greateſt Diſtance Gon that of the Man of 
Gad. 

In this Senſe he petitions in the Form 
of a Criminal, - ſues to the Prophet as it 
were to a Superior, and would tranſact by 

' another what he has not Confidence to at- 
tempt bimſelf. 

TuIS Way of proceeding is very cuſto= + 
mary in Holy Writ, as will appear by the 
Example of Pharaoh, of Saul, of the I 

Vor, II. D d raelites, 


42 The Sin ef Blaſphemy, and the 
S RM, raclites, of Feroboam, and ſeveral other 
XXII. Perſons under ſome afflicting and difaſtrous 
A ciccumſtances, who, upon a Conviction 
of their own Guilt, are afraid to appear 
perſonally before un offended God, and 
. petition others, of more Reputation for 
Sanctity and Devotion, to be their Adyo- 
cates and Interceſſor s. 
. Pharaoh, under the Plague of the L. 
Exod. x. cruſts, called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte, 
16, 17- and aid, ] have ſinned againſt the Lord your 
God, and againſt you: Naw therefore for- 
give, I pray thee, my Sin only this once, and 
intreat the Lord your God, that he may take 
away from me this Death only. 
Wurm the Tjraelites were puniſhed with 
Fitry Serpents for their Murmuring and 
Numb. Blaſphemy in the Wilderneſs, they requeſt- 
ed Moſes, as the Favourite of Heaven, to 
uſe his Intereſt with his God for the Re- 
moval of this Evil, and the Prevention of 
any farther Slaughter, 
- Feroboam had Recourſe to the mne Ex- 
pedient upon the Diſaſter of his wther'd 
42 Arm, and beſought the Prophet who de- 
Fl, 6. nounced the e to intreat the Face 


N 
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of the Lord his God, and pray for him, that d m. 


his Hand might be reſtored him again. 


Ix the Deſtruction of Feruſolem, the Ls 
Captains of the Forces requeſted Feremiab , 3. 


the Prophet, to pray unto the Lord his God 
for the Remnant which was left; that the 
Lord bis God might fhew them the Way 
wherein they might walk, and the 7. bing 
they might do. 

From theſe Inſtances it dopran; that 
it was uſual for wicked and profligate Men, 
under Affliction,” to requeſt others to pray 
for them, upon Suppoſition that their pre- 
ſent Calamities were a Mark of their Ex- 
clufion from God's Favour, and that leſs- 
obnoxious Perſons had that Right to his 
Ear and Protection, which they had fo 
deſervedly forfeited. . 

No w, to what theſe wicked n 
were forced by a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, 
and the Terrors of Vengeance, Hezekiah 
ſubmitted upon a Principle of Humilia- 
tion and Debaſement, wiſely placing him- 
ſelf amongſt the Number of Sinners, that 
he might obtain the Abſolution and Re- 
ward of a Penitent. 
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8 BRM. + The Lord thy God (ſays he to Iſaiab) may 
XXII. hear ! Thou art highly favour'd and coun- 
—"YYtenanced by thy Almighty. Maſter, and 


haſt al ways a generous Admittance to his 
Ear; (becauſe thy perſonal Miſdemeanours 
have never provok'd his Diſpleaſure, nor 
removed thee from thy ſacred Employ- 
ment. As Prophecy is of Divine Inſti- 
tution, and thou haſt been always zealous 
to anſwer the End of thy Function; ſo 
we have Reaſon to think that God will 
always maintain his own Ordinances, and 
protect his choſen and beloved Servants in 
the Execution of their Duty : But I (poor 
abje& and ſinful Wretch!) claim no ſuch 
Relation to my Almighty Sovereign, nei- 
ther can I pretend to any perſonal Intereſt 
in his Heavenly Court. My preſent Ca- 
lamity has forced me to have an humble 
and diſconſolate Opinion of myſelf; and 
the Succeſs of mine Enemies is a dead 
Weight upon my Kingdom, and makes 
me, upon my own Account, deſpair of 
any Influence upon a ſuperior and over- 
ruling Power: Wherefore be thou the In- 

terceſſor for thy Nation and Countrymen, 
and try if thy Virtues can atone for our 


Ingra- 
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n and prevail with the God 9 
Mercy and Confolayion to be propitious to 


thy Brethren in this rc Time of Trou- 
1 ble. 
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fSERM, 


XXII. 
WY II 


igen as theſe might be the a Ex- 


poſtulations of a diſconſolate and miſerable 
Prince! And if we purſue the Hiſtory 
through the other Scenes precedent to the 
Overthrow of Sennacheribs Army, we 
may, in the 


Fourth Place, obſerve to you, the artful 
but modeſt Way, in which Hezekiah ac- 
cuſes the King of Aſyria and his General 
Rabſhakeh : It may be (ſays he) the Lord 
thy God will hear the Words of Rabſhakeh, 
hom the King of Afſyria his Maſter hath 
ſent to reproach the Living God. 

IT is plain from the 1875 Chapter of the 


Second Book of Kings, that Sennacherib 


broke - the League of Peace which was 
made between the King of Ifrael and him- 


ſelf, and ſent an Hoff of Men againſt Je- 


ruſalem under the Command of Tartan, 
Rabſaris, and Rabſhakeh, with that hector- 
ing and blaſphemous Meſſage which is 
here eee d of, Rabſhakeb i is depitted 

Dd 3 for 
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SERM. for the Mouth of the Army, and ,proclaims 
XXII. the Orders of his Lord the King, with 
uch an impious Boldneſs, with ſuch a 


daring Contempt of the God of Hrael, that 
one ſeems at firſt to be at a Stand, which 
of the tuo to accuſe of the greateſt Vil- 
lainy, It is evident from the Circum- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory, that they were both 
notoriouſly guilty; that the General and 
bis Monarch were equally joined in the 
Conſpiracy againſt Heaven; one for au- 
thorizing, and the other for executing this 
blaſphemous Deſign. Though the Words 
were the Servant's, yeh the Meſſage was 
from the Malter; and it was to be hoped 
that an equal Vengeance ſhould light upon 
both, that an equal Degree of Diſappoint- 
ment ſhould attend this eee Piece 
of Villainy. 
I MusT beg the Liberty 4 remarking 
farther to you, that if the Learned Dr. Pri- 
deaus s Conjecture be to be credited, 
Kabſbageb labours under a double Infamy, 
and deſerves the ſevereſt Degree of Cen- 
ſure and Reproach, becauſe he was origi- 
nally a Jeu, (as may be gueſſed by his 


be Oli and New Tyament Comet, Part I. Book I. 
+0 5 50 . ready 
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teady ſpeaking of the Hebrew Tongue) and SERM. 
by apoſtatizing from his Religion was now XXII. 


a Traitor to his Prince, an Enemy to his 
Country, and a Rebel againſt his God. 

WELL therefore might Hegeliab accuſe 
both Sennacherib and Rab/hakeh to the Pro- 
phet, becauſe Sennacherib was the firſt 
Contriver and Aggreſſor in this impious 
Attempt, and Rabſhakeb, by acting a diſ- 
honourable Part in the preſent War, had 
forſaken both his God and his King, and 
was for eſtabliſhing Idolatry and Paganiſm 
upon the Ruin of the Laws and Conſti- 
tution of his Fathers, | 

Bor the Sequel of this Hiſtory proves 


their Politics ridiculous, and their Meas ' 


ſures broken; their military Enterprizes 
fruſtrated, and their blaſpheming Perſons 
diſgraced and murder'd, 


So let all thine Enemies periſh, O God, 


and thoſe that hate thee be brought to Confu- | 


fron! Let the Contrivers and Actors, the 
Abettors and Accomplices of Blaſphemy 
be enſnared and defeated in their miſ- 
chievous Imaginations, and daring At- 


tempts! But let Religion for ever flouriſh,” 


and the Divine Object of it have its due 
Dd 4 - ©. 2 
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The Sin f Blaſphemy, and the 
Adoration and Praiſe! Let God ariſe, and 
thoſe that hate him flee before bim; baffled 
in their Enterprizes, , ſtifled in their Ma- 
lice, and confounded in their blaſphemous 
Attempts : But let thoſe, O Lord, that love 
thy Name, and aſſert thy Honour, be like 


the Sun when he goeth forth in his Might, 


chaſing away the Damps and Fogs of a 


peſtilential Night; vigorous and ſucceſsful 


in their religious Undertakings, ſplendid 
and ſucceſsful in the Cauſe of "JIG and 
Truth. Amen. 
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— 
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— 
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The enormous Sin of 
Blaſphemy; and the 
exemplary puniſhment 
of Blaſphemers. 


I«s Al. XXVII. 4. 


It may be the Lord thy God will 
— the Words of "Rabſpakeh, 
whom the King of Aria his 
Maſter hath ſent to reproach the 
living God, and will reprove the 


Words which the Lord thy God 
| hath heard: Wherefore | Ii up 
thy Prayer for the Remnant that 


is left. 
ROM theſe Words I PAs that 8 ERM. 

F I had a fair Opportunity of diſ- XXIII. 

| courſing upon theſe Seven Heads 

and accordingly propounded the following 

Scheme to your Conſideration. 


Firſt, 
/ 


The Sin of Blaſphemy,” and'the 


Fi, Tur Perſon, to whom King He- 


2ekiah addreſſed himſelf to petition 
the Lord for his en The 
Prophet Jaiah, 


Serondh; Tux religious Diffdency . 


Diſtruſt, with which he made this 
Addreſs: 1: =_y ** ; 


Thirdly, Taz Reaſons why. be ſo par- 
ticularly at this Time ſtiles the Al- 

mighty the Prophet's God: T By Lord 
thy Gad may. bear. 


Fuurthly, Tus artful but modeſt Way, 


in which he accuſes both the King of 


Aeris and his General Rab/hakeh : The 


Lord may hear the Words of Rabſha- 
Leb, whom the King of Aly ria gd Ma- 
fter hath ſent. 


Fifthh, Tux Subject upon which this 
Accuſation was grounded: 7? was the 
reproaching of the Living God. 


Sixtbly, Tun Probability that God 
would revenge _—_ inſolent and da- 
| ring 


* 


— 
eee of Blaſphomers.. 


ring Blaſphemy : He may reprove bed ERM. 


+ Fords en he hath nn 


* 


— Ta Supplllacion! that was 
to be made for a Deliverance : Where- 


JE e eee, 
ne | 


Tursg Particulars were too many and 
too important to be crowded into a ſingle 
\ Sermon; and I am ſure they deſerve your 
Attention in my farther Proſecution of 
them, as well for the Avoidance of that 
daring Sin which they endeavour to ex- 

ſe, as the Vindication of God's Majeſty 
Loa” Honour in the Fays of his Provi- 
dence, and the Wi; {dom of his Govern- 
ment. 

As che Subje& therefore is ſerious and 
important, I muſt beg your Candor and 
Attention, whilſt I reſume the Argument, 
and treat a little more largely of the hor- 
rid Sin of Blaſphemy, and the dreadful 
Vengeance denounced by God againſt the 
Perſons of Blaſphemers. 

And I hope a Diſcourſe or two upon 
ſuch a weighty and important Subject will 

| not 
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8ER RU. not be. unſuitable to this polite and auguſt 
XXIII. Aſſembly ; much leſs unacceptable to thoſe 
WY whoſe natural Temper and high Office will 


both incline them to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of God, as well as ſettle the Rights 
and Properties of injured Men. | 

BLASPHEMY (to our eternal Shame be 
it ſpoken!) is the reigning Vice of this 
Place, and the moſt. ſhocking and peſti- 
lential Nuiſance of every Street : It is the 
Language of the Porter and of the Noble ; 
the Inſtruction of Ch:/dhood, and the Im- 
provement of Old-Age : Here the greateſt 
Coward commences an Hero; the Sword 
of bis Mouth is always drawn againſt his 
God; and though he trembles at: Man, 
and fickens at every Diſaſter upon Earth, 
yet he ſtorms Heaven with the moſt ſtu- 
pid Bravery, and defies the Lofty One, 
who is armed with Thunder, and inbabi t- 
eth Eternity. 

Bor to return from theſe Reflections to 
the cloſer Purſuit of that Subject which 
occaſion'd this Digreſſion, —. 


Fifthly THEN, I am to conſider the Sub- 
ject, upon which the Accuſation of Heze- 
| kiab 
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kiahb againſt Sennacherib and RabſhakebSs gM.. 
was'grounded : They reproached the living XXIII. 
De Reproaching of God is an Expreſſion 
which carries a' great deal of Virulence 
and Horror in the Sound of it; and ſuch 
as one could hardly believe ſhould be ſo 
frequently practis'd in a Chriſtian Country, 
by Men under the ſtricteſt Obligations to 
honour and obey, not to viliſy and reproach, 
their Maker. However, in the Caſe be- 
fore us, as well as in many other Inſtances, 
which our own Ears are Witneſs of, e 
find the Majeſty of God very inſolentiy 
treated, and his Sacred Word and Actions | 
made the Subject of Jeſts and Ridicule. 

Rabſhakeb's* and Sennacherib's Caſe are 
expreſſly term'd-Blaſphemy, both by He- 
zekiab and Jaiab, in the Verſes preceding 
my Text; and it will farther appear to 

be fo, from that larger Account we have 
of it in the 32d Chapter of the Second Book 
of Chronicles, ar:d the 14th, 15th, 16th, 
and 17th Verſes: Who is your God, (lays 
the inſolent Blaſphemer) that he ſhould be 
able to deliver you out of mine Hand? Now 
therefore let not Hezekiah decerve you, nor 
perſuade 


REES. <>. Led... ore OR "I 
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De Sin of  Blaſphemy, and die 
perſuade you on this Manner, neither yet be- 


XXIII. Jieve bim: For no God of any Nation or 
VV Kingdom was able to deliver his People out 


of mine Hand, and out of the Hand of my 


Fathers : How much leſs. ſhall your God de- 


liver-you out of my Hand? And his Servants 


ſhake yet more againſt the Lord God, and a- 


gainſt his Servant. Hezekiah, He wrote alſo 


2 Letters to rail on the Lord God of Iſrael, 
aud lo ſpeak againſt him, ſaying, As. the 


Gods of the Nations of other Lands have not 
deliver d their People. out of mine Hands, ſo 
ſhall not the God of Hezekiab deliver his 


People aut of mine Hand, And they ſpake 
' againſt the God of Feruſalem, as againſt the 
"Gods of the People of the Barth, which are 


the Work. of the Hands of Men. 
 FroM this large Quotation, (which it 
was neceſſary to inſert for the Diſcovery 
of the Crime which we have now under- 
taken to expoſe) it muſt not be diſ- 
ſembled, that Blaſphemy ſeems in ſome Re- 
ſpects to be mitigated, bi auſe it may be 
committed againſt Man as well as againſt 
God; and Hezekiab is ſaid to be blaſphemed 
as well as the God of Hrael: And from ſe- 
veral other Paſſages alſo of Holy Mrit, we 
Wa 7 learn 
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learn that Blgſpbemy may, in ſome lower Sg wm. 
Senſe of the Word, be frequently com- XXIII. 
mitted agaiaſt Men. It was Part of Na- r 
bath's Aceuſation, that he blaſphem'd King xi 10. 
Abab, and of St. Stepben's, that he ſpake A vi 


Mlaſphemous Words againſt Moſes : It was St. 
Paul's Direction to Titus, Mniira GM,, t0 
blaſpheme no Man: And we are caution'd 
by St. Jude to avoid tboſe filthy Dreamers, 
who Wt Hp, blaſpbeme Dignities. 
Now all that can be gather'd from theſe 
Quotations, and the Objection form'd 
thereupon, is, that Blaſpbemy, in the lar- 
ger Acceptation of the Word, contains 
under it all thoſe Reproaches, Defamations, 
Revilings, and Evil-ſpeakings, which the 
envious, proud, and malicious Part of 
Mankind ſo plentifully vent againſt their 
Brethren and Neighbours; Bur fill, in a 
more reſtrain'd and appropriate Senſe, 
Blaſpbemy relates ſolely to God, and ſigni- 
fies thoſe virulent Attacks of the Tongue 
which are made againſt the Divine Ex- 
i/tence and Providence, and the Religion and 
' Wirſhip inſtituted by the Deity. 
Ix this laſt, Acceptation of the Word, 
I ſhall farther treat of Blaſphemy at pre- 
{ent : 


416 The Sin of Blaſphemy, and the 

SerM.ſent: And if we would ſo ſhape our Diſ- 

XXIII. courſe, as to expoſe the Heinouſneſs of 

Sis daring Sin, and check the Growth of 
it in our licentious Times, it r not 
' ©20 GR Ad 


1. To ſet before you ſome of 4 at” 
notorious Examples of Blaſphemers, which 
are mention'd in Scripture, | 
2, To conſider the common and uſual 
Method of committing Blaſphemy. 
23. To ſhew the extravagant Danger and 
| Pal * of Haber. | 


I. 1 am to warn you againſt Blaſbhemy, 
by ſetting before your Eyes, ſome of the 
moſt notorious Examples of Blaſphemers, 

which are mention'd in Holy Scripture. 
As Blaſphemy is a Sin of the deepeſt 
Dye, and of the higheſt Malevolence a- 
gainſt the Majeſty of Heaven; ſo it muſt 
be a long Practice of Villainy, and the 
ſtricteſt Confederacy of 1-nature, Boldneſs, 
Pride, and Inſolence, which muſt bring to 
Light this daring and tremendous Villainy. 
The Monſter is hatch'd in the Regions of 
Darkneſs, and has all the ugly Eee | 

| 0 
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of a rebellious' and apoſtate Angel. TheSexM. 
Devi himſelf was the firff Blaſphemer; XXIII. 


and wherever he has exerciſed his uſurp' 4 


Power, he has left the moſt flagrant In- 
ſtances of this ſhocking Crime, and fo- 
mented that Rebellion upon Earth, for 
which he was ejected from Heaven. How Ini. xiv: 
art thou noa fallen from the Throne of 3 
God, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning! Hou 
art der cut down to Hell, who haſt jaid in 


thine Heart, I will aſcend into Heaven, I 
will exalt my Throne above the Stars of God; © 
I will aſcend above the Heights of the Clouds, 
Twill be like the Moſt High! 


Ax hard-hearted Pharaoh copied exact 


ly after this infernal Blaſph&mer, when he 
oppoſed the moſt convincing Miracles, and 


impudently demanded, Who was the Lord, Exod. v; 
that he ſhould obey bis Voice, and let Tfrael* 
ge? This Monarch continued | oppoſing and 
blaſpheming, through the Viſitation of 72: 


miraculous Plagues, and at length was 


drowned in his Blaſphemy in the Red Sea, 


and remains an everlaſting Monument of 


Obſtinacy and an to all ſuceceding 
A* 


vor. II. E e Tus 
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The, Sin of Blaſpbemy, and ibe 


SR. Tu Pſolmiſt has told us of che Ungod- 
XXIII. Y, woho,, through the Pride of his Counte- 


N 


nance, will not ſeek. after Cod, neither is 
Gad in all his T, boughts: Vet ſtill his Vil- 


lainy was ſecret and cover'd, and his own 


Heart was the only Scene where the Mil- 


chief was tranſacted, till a fair Opportu- 
nity preſented to bring it into Execution. 


His Mouth is full of: Curjng, and Deceił, 


and Fraud; he ſitteth in the Lurbing- places 


of the Villages'; be lieth in wait ſecretly, as 


. @ Lion in bis Den; be faith" in his Heart, 
God hath forgot ten, he bideth his Face, he 


vill never ſee it. Thitk\Clouds are a Couer- 
ing to him that be cannot ſee, and EYE 
that he cannot perceive. 


Job's Wife was yet more termagant and 
22 outrageous in her Blaſphemy, more pub- 


© lickly+infolent and profanely audacious, 


Ch. ii. g. 


Dan. xi. 
36. 


Ezek. 
Xxviii. 2. 


when ſhe adviſes her Huſband, for main- | 


taining his Integrity in his wem Ta 


curſe God and to die. 1 


TE Prophet Daniel heirfioad: a King, 
who would: exalt and magnify himſelf above 
every God, and ſpeak: marvellous Things d. 
gainſt the God of Gods : And Ezekiel in- 
ſtances in the Prince of Tyrus, for lifting 

F 6 A up 
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up bis Heart, and fancying his own Ma- SERM, 


jeſty placed in the Seat of the Almighty ; XXIII. 


and then farcaſtically aſketh this deified ” Y © 
Monarch, Wilt thou yet ſay before him that Ezek. 
flayeth thee, T am God? But thou ſhalt be 9 % 
Man, and no God, in the Hand of him that 
flayeth thee. Thou ſhalt die the Deaths of 

the Uncircumciſed, by the Hand of Strangers; 

for ] have ſpolen it, ſaith the Lord God. 

Nicanor's Blaſphemy, if poſſible, ex- 
ceeded any of the former, even that of 
Sennacherib and Rabſhakeh : For he not on- 
ly threaten'd 20 lay the Temple of God level 2 
with the Ground, and to break down the Al- 
tar, and erect a notable Temple unto Bac- 
chus; but when the Jeus inſiſted upon 
Honour and Reverence to be paid to that Ch. xv. 2. 
Day, which the God of Abraham had in- 
ſtituted for Ref? and Adoration, the ungra- 
cious Wretch demanded, If there were aver. 3. 
Mighty One in Heaven, that had commanded 
the Sabbath-Day to be kept? And when it 
was replied, That there was in Heaven à Ver. 4: 
Living Lord and Mighty, who had mage 
fuch an Inſtitution ; Nicanor, in the exceed- - 
ing Pride and Haughtineſs of his Heart, op- 
poſed himſelt to this Omnipotent Being, 

E e 2 and 
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SERM. and ſaid, I alſo am mighty upon Earth, ana 
XXIII. I command to take Arms, and do the King's 
Mace” Buſineſs. His own Authority, forſooth, 


XV, 3b 


was equivalent or ſuperior to God's; and 


the Buſineſs of the Crown was. to be tranſ- 


' ated by the Violation of the Laws, and 
trampling upon the Inſtitutions of Heaven! 


In the New Teſtament we find the 
Jews perpetually contradicting and blaſphe- 


ming: They vilified the Perſon of the 


Meſjiah, oppoſed his Preaching, ridiculed 
his Miſſion, and imputed his Divine Power 


1 of working Miracles to the infernal Arts 


* Tay 


cited him for an Impoſtor and a Rebel, 


of Magic and Sorcery, In fine, they cru- | 


and purſued him in his laſt Agonies with | 


all the Virulence and Blaſphemy which 


the Malice of Satan could inſtigate, and 


a Tongue ſet on fire by Hell could utter. 
Tas Hereticks, in the Infancy of the 


Church, purſued the Steps of the unbe- 
heving Jews, in a wonderful Manner ; and | 
Rev. xiii. the Beaſt, in the Revelations, (who received | 


bis Power, his Seat, and great | Authority 


f rom the Dragon) is repreſented with that | 


exceſſive Boldneſs and Inſolence, as to 


Wear 
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wear the Name of Blaſpbemy upan each of SE RM, 
his Seven Heads. | XXIII. 


Fo theſe remarkable Inſtances, we 
may be pretty well inſtructed in the Na- 
ture as well as Practice of Blaſpbemy, and 
the better prepared for the Quelling and 


Reformation of that Vice, according to the 
Scheme propoſed to you from the Text. 
But for the preſent I ſhall omit the farther 


Enlargement upon the remaining Particu- 


lars, and content myſelf with the few fol- 


lowing ſhort Inferences. 


1. Tux daring Infolence of this Sin. 

2. Tye Weakneſs and Impotence of 
all blaſphemous Attempts againſt the Al- 
mighty. 

3. Tx ſtrict and religious Guard we 
are to have upon an Oath, for the Preven- 
tion of Blaſphemy. 

4. Tae frequent Reflections we are to 
make upon the in Conſequences of Blaſ- 


phemy. 


1, Fox the daring Inſolence of this 
Sin! Many other Vices are reſerved and 
ſecret, daſtardly and timorous; fly to the 

Ee 3 Dark 
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S8 ERM. Dark for Shelter and Protection, and are. 
XXIII. — to ſkreen themſelves from the Eye 


of God and the Infamy of the World: 


But Blaſpbemy' is bold and aſſuming, active 


and boiſterous; and, with the Devil and 
his Angels, wages War againſt Heaven, 
and provokes the Almighty to the Com- 
bat. It ſtrikes in with Furies and Apo- 
ſtates, legitimates Rebellion and Aſſaſſina- 
tion, and in every Attack crucifies the 
Lord of Life and G5 afreſh, and puts him 
to open Shame. KC! 
2dly, LIN ER the Folly of Blaſphemy. 
Tt is the Fool only who hath ſaid in bis 
Heart, There is no God; but it is an Infa- 
tuation worſe than Folly, to declare with 
our Lips what we have formed in our 
Heart, and to publiſh the Villainy which 
Reaſon and Conſcience ſtartle and trem- : 
ble at. / 1 

Whom haſt thou blaſphemed and aha. 
ed, O thou proud Boaſter? Againſt whom | 
haſt thou fretched out thy Lips, and darted | 
thy bitter and envenom'd Sarcaſms? ö 
F the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, 
and all the People that forget God, what ſhall 
be thy Portion who heſt defied Omnipo- 
tence ? 
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tence? who haſt ſpurn'd at Infinite Juſtice, 8 E x M. 
and trampled upon all the repeated-Over-XXIWE 
tures of Mercy and Forgiveneſs? Such "VV 
blaſphemous Courſes ridicule the Blood of 
the Covenant for an unholy Thing, and would 
make one conclude the Blaſphemer's Caſe 
comes under the Anathema of the Apo- 
ſtle, Where there remains no mare Sacrifice Heb. x. 
for Sin, but a fearful Looking-for of Fudz-** 
ment, an ee, to au _ 

Auer fen. 
Zaly, As a Curd (if voſldle) 0 upon B 


| — let us conſider the due Regard to 


be paid to an Oath; and that not only as 
it is deliberately abuſed in our publick 

Courts of Fudicature, but alſo as it is 

more heedleſsly profaned in common Con- 
verſation. 

An Oath is one of the moſt aun Ads: 
of Religion, and when it is uſed for Cn- Ch. vi. 16. 
firmation ſhould put an End to all Strife : 

How then are thoſe to be deteſted, who 


appeal to the Throne of Truth upon a 


Falſhood ? Who . out-face Omnipotence 
upon a Shew of Juſtice? Who call God 
to be Witneſs to a lying Conſcience? And, 

Ee 4 as 


424 De Sin of Blaſpbemy, and the 
SNR M. as it were, article for their own Damna- 
XXIII. tion upon deliberate Perjur ) 
hx ye horribly afonifh'd; all ye that paſe ; 
by, and flop your Ears againſt the grating 
Inpiety: Be ye inſtrusted, O ye Blaſphe- 
mers, and read Line upon Line, and Pre- 
cept upon Precept, for your eternal Dam- 
nation. Moſes and the Prophets riſe up in 
FJudgment againſt this inſolent and provo- 
king Sin: The Light e, Nature argues 
ſtrongly againſt your Preſumption; and 
Jeſus and bis Apoſtles conſign the perjur 'd 
Sinner to the hotteſt Damnation. 
Lev. xix. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs 4 
2 5 thy Neighbour ; but thou ſhalt fear the Lord 
thy God and ſhalt fawear by his Name. Ye 
. ſhall not fivear by my Name falſely, neither 
halt thou profane the Name of thy God: But 
Ch, xxiv. WÞo/oever curſeth his God ſhall bear his Sin, 
23 and he qoho blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord 
ſpall be put to Death, Nay, ſo poſitive and 
Ch. v. 1. expreſs is the Lawcagainſt this Crime, that 
whoſoever is a Companion of a Swearer, 
and heareth the Voice of Swearing, and doth 
not utter it, fhall bear his Iniquity, and be 
obnoxious to the Puniſhment of Death. 


What 
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What Havock would this Law make in 8 E KM. 
our Days, and how plentiful would be XXIII. 


Executions in this Place, where every 
Street reſounds with Blaſphemy; where 
every Tongue is ſtretch'd out againſt God, 


and calls for Damnation We * and 


Companions? 


4h and /aftly, Ir our Caſe be not de- 
ſperate, and ſome larger Space ſhould be 
granted to Repentance, let us uſe our Rea- 
ſon in frequent Reflections upon the Folly 
and Perverſeneſs of our blaſpheming Ways; 


in beating down the Turbulence and 


Haughtineſs of rebellious Nature; in cul- 
tivating Humility and Devotion; and 


uſing our utmoſt Endeavours to reſtore 


that Honour to our God, and Reverence 
to his Religion and Laws, which we have 
fo ſcandalouſly perverted, and ſo frequent- 
ly and notoriouſly abuſed, Our Caſe, by 
wallowing in our Luſts and Profaneneſs, 
may be wretched and deplorable ; and our 
Sins, like the Leopard's Spots, or the Ethi- 
opian's Skin, ſeem natural and unchange- 


able: But the greater Diligence is ſtill to 


be uſed. for our Recovery; the more ar- 
dent 
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SERM. dent Prayers to be offer'd up for our ſpi- 
XXIII. ritual Aſſiſtance and Conduct; and the 
WY V Balm of our Saviour's Blood to be pour'd 
into our Wounds, and heal our moſt 3 in- 
veterate Maladies. 
Come, Come, Lord Feſus, Give quickly: 8 
Waſh me throughly from my Sins, and purge 
me from. mine  Iniquities :\. Create à clean 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within me, 
Keep the, Door of my Lips, and the Motion 
of my Tongue: And let Thankſgiving, , 
Adoration, and Praiſe, triumph over tbe 
Synagogues of Satan, and ſtop the Progreſs 
of that. .execrable Beaſt, who openeth his 
Mouth againſt God, to llaſpheme his Name, 
and his Tabernacle, and them that dwell 
therein. 


I SHALL now beg Leave to conclude 
this Diſcourſe with an excellent and appo- 
ſite Collect of our Church. 


* 0 Ged, who knoweft us to be ke. in th 
midſt of ſa many. and great Dangers, 
' that by reaſon of the Frailty of our 
Nature we cannot always ſtand up- 
right 3 
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right; grant us ſuch Strength. and SE x M. 
Protection, as may ſupport us in all XXIII. 
Dangers, and carry us through all © YY 
Temptations, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Tord. Amen. 
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The enormous Sin of 
Blaſphemy ; and the 
exemplary Puniſhment 
of e M 


Is ai. XXXV I. 4. 


It may be the Lord thy God will 
12 the Words of "Rabſbakeh, 
whom the King of Aſſyria his 
Maſter hath ſent to reproach the 


living God, and will reprove the 
Words which the Lord thy God 


hath heard: Wherefore lift up 
thy Prayer for the Remnant that 
is left. 


T 


when Rabſhakeh laid Siege to Feruſalem, 
and the greateſt Conſternatton ran through 
: every 


429 


HESE Words are the movingSerm. 
Complaint of King Hezekiah to XXIV. 
the Prophet Jaiab, at a Time 


430 The Sm g Blaſphemy, and the 
SE RM.every Corner of the -;,,, for Dread of the 
XXIV. Afyrian Army. Famine hin, and a 
more barbarous Enemy without, were / 
raels moſt unhappy, Attendants at this 
fatal Juncture: And the Inſults of a re- 
viling Rabſhakeh, to the Diſtrefs'd, was 
in no ſofter Terms than that every one 
might eat his own Dung, and drink his own 
Piſs, till Captivity ſhould be their Deli- 
verance, or Fetters and Death the End of 
their Miſe x. 

UNDER this fatal Diſaſter, the People 

mutinied, the Prophet was conſulted, the 
Monarch wept, and the Reſult of all was 
in the doubtful and melancholy Language 
of the Text: It may be the Lord thy God 
will bear the Words of Rabſhakeh, whom tbe 
King of Aſſyria," his Maſter, hath. ſent to 
reproach the living God, and will reprove 
the Words which the Lord thy God hath 
heard: Wherefore lift up thy Prayer for the 
Remnant that is left. 
In my former Diſcourſe, I caſt the 
Proſecution of theſe Words into the fol- 
lowing Method, and thought their full 
Meaning might be well compriz'd under 
theſe Seven Heads. 


FirP, 
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SERM, 


1 Taz Perſin, to whom Hezekiah XXIV. 


addreſſed himſelf to petition the Lord 


for his Kingdom; which was 1/aiah 
the Prophet: For we read in the fir/t 

and ſecond Verſes of this Chapter; That 
when King Hezekiah receiv'd this 
Meſſage, he not only rent bis Clothes, 


Aud covered bimfelf witb Sackeloth ; but 


ſent Eliakim, who was over the Houſ- 
hold, and Sbebna the Scribe, to ac- 
quaint 1/azah with the melancholy 
State of his Kingdom, and that 7/15 


Ä 


Day was a Day of Trouble, and f Re- 


buke, and of Blaſphemy. 


Secondly, Tux Text preſents us with 


the religious Diffidence and Diſtruſt, 


with which Hegetiab made this Ad- 
dreſs to Iſaiah: It may be. 


— Taz Reaſons why Hezektah, ſo 
particularly at this Time ſtiles the 
Almighty the Propbet's God: The 
Lord n God may hear, 


Fourtbly, 
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SERM. 


XXIV. FPourthly, Tus artful but modeft Way, 

* in which he accuſes both the King of 
Aria and his General Rab/hakeh : The 
Lord may hear the Words of Rabſha- 
eb, whom the King of Mm * Ma- 
fter hath ſent. 


Fifty, THE Subject upon which this 
Accuſation was grounded: It was the 
reproaching of the Living God. 


' Stxthly; Tux Probability that God 

would revenge ſuch inſolent and da- 

ring Blaſphemy: He may reprove the 
Words which he hath heard. 


Seventhy, Tas Supplication that was 
to be made for a Deliverance : Where- 
fore lift up thy Prayer for the Rem- 
nant that is 7 


Tux 5 firſt of theſe, Particulars have 

been already inſiſted upon, and the Pro- 

* ſecution of the fifth, (namely the blaſ- 
phemous Subject upon which Hezekiab's 
Accuſation againſt Rabſhakeb and Senna- 

| cherib 
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1. By ſetting before you ſome of the 


moſt notorious Examples of Blaſphemers 
which are mention'd in Scripture. 
2, By conſidering the common and 
uſual Method of committing Blaſphemy. 
2. By ſhewing the extravagant Danger 


and Folly of Blaſpbemy. 


A CataLocus of Blaſpbemers, both 
from the Old and New Teſtament, (for the 
Proof of our firſt Particular) has already 


433 
cherib was grounded,) was propos'd to be 8E RM. 
manag'd in the following Method. XXIV. 


been ſet before your Eyes: And I 99 | 


proceed i in the 

24 PLACE, to treat of the moſt com- 
mon and uſual-Methodg of ee this 
Sin of Blaſpoeny. 

I MENT10N'D to you before, that Blaſ- 
phemy was an Attack of the Tongue upon 
the Exiſtence, the Providence, and Religion 


of the Deity ; and under this threefold No- 


tion, I ſhall beg Leave to expoſe the im- 
pious Practices of Blaſphemers. 


Vor. II. Ff * THE 


434 The Sin of Blaſphemy,. and the 
SE RM. 1, Tux Exiſtence of a God is frequent- 
XXIV. ly attack'd by blaſpheming Perſons. = _ 
Hoy ridiculous ſoever the Principles of 
Atheiſm may be, and however ſhallow 

the Grounds of Infidelity, yet the Pra- 

Rice of it is very prevalent in our Days, 

and the Inſolence of Buffoons is always 
grating the Ears of the tender Chriſtian, 

and provoking the Indignation of the faith- 

ful and . ee Believer. Whether 

this Bluſter (be it in common Diſcourſe or 

from the Pre/s) proceeds from a real Prin- 

ciple of Infidelity, or a vain Oſtentation 

of Wit, is not ſo eaſily known, and may 

not be ſo material to be determin'd, How - 

ever, this is certain, that all profane Diſ- 
courſe, and ſcurrilous Reflections upon the 
Godhead, are of the ſame blaſphemous 
Nature, whether they come from a pre- 

tended Believer, or a profeſs'd Atheiſt, 

The former indeed is more Self- condemn'd 

than the latter, and proceeds in a directer 
Oppoſition to what he profeſſes, and per- 

haps has frequently ſubſcrib'd to: But the 
Quality of a Blaſphemer is the ſame in 

both, and 'the Words ſpoken equally cri- 


minal 
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minal-in the Eye of the World, and e- S ERM. 
qually horrid and ſhocking to the Ears of XXIV. - 
every devout Hearer, For where is tbe 
Difference, whether Men profeſs with their 

Lips that they know God, or in their Words 

deny him? if their Knowledge be as looſe, 

as their Denial is impudent; and in Re- 

ſpect of their Practice, they continue abo- Tit. i. 16. 
minable, diſobedient, and to every good Work 


reprobate. 


ST. Paul, when he wrote to thoſe | 
who ſhould be Proficients in Chriſtianity, 
thought it an hard Taſk impos'd upon 
him, that he muſt prove the firſt Princi- 
ples of Religion, and lay again the Founda- Heb. yi. 


tion of Repentance from dead Works, and of, 


Faith towards God, And is it not a greater 
Abſurdity, do ye think, after ſo much 
Experience, and ſo many Miracles, to diſ- 
pute 7hat, which upon the beſt Proof was 
always granted, and to undermine the Ba- 
fis upon which all Law and Religion is 
erected? Surely vain are all Men by Nas Wild. xiii, 
ture, who are ignorant of God, and could © 
not, out of the Works that are ſeen, know 
him that is; neither by confidering the Work, 
acknowledge the Work-maſter. The Heavens 

| F-f2 declare 
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SE RMcdeclare the Glory of God, and the Firma- 
XXIV. nent ſheweth his Handy-work. The whole 


Job xxiii. 
15. 


The Sin 'of Blaſphemy, and the 


Creation goes on in Concert and Harmony, 
and there is nothing irregular and difor= 


derly, nothing preſumptuons and contra- 
dictory, but Mar. jp 


Now is this the Creature endued with 


Thought and Reaſon, and dignified with the 


high Privileges of Grace and Redemption? 
Are theſe the Effects of Study and Pene- 
tration? Theſe the Reſults of Prudence 
and Wiſdom, To ſay unto God, Depart from 
us, for we de efire not the Knowledge of thy 


' Ways? What is the Almighty that we ſhould 
ſerve him? And what Profit ſhall we have 
F awe pray unto him? 


2. ANOTHER Sort of Blaſphemy i 1s that 
which is vented againſt God, in his pro- 


videntia! Government of the World. 


Tuis Blaſphemy is more cuſtomary 
than the former, becauſe Men are ach 


Lovers of their Ownſelves, and ſo fond o 
a private Intereſt, that they cannot bear 
Oppoſition without Repriſals, nor ſuffer 


Afflictions without Reviling. Evil for 


Evil, and Curſing for Curſing is the uſual 
Practice of a revengeful World, and the 


Inſti- 


Puniſhment of Blaſpbemers. 437 
Inſtigation of Satan to his Slaves here up- SE RM. 
on Earth. To put up an Affront is an XXIV. 
Argument of Cowardice: To profeſs Hu- 
mility and Reſignation is thought the Ef- 
fect of a ſervile and ungentleman-like Spi- 
rit. But, however, free Men are with 
each other in their Reſentments, how jea- 
lous ſoever of their Liberties; and nice 
in the Punctilioes of Honour; yet abſolute 
Sovereignty, uncontroulable Power, and 
infinite Wiſdom ſhould be out of the Reach 
of Cenſure and Reproach. For here there 
gan be no Equality between the contend- 
ing Parties, no Claim of Right in a de- 
pendent Creature, nor any Demands upon 
an independent God. Is it fit ta ſay to a Job xxxiv3 
King, Thou art wicked? And to Princes, Ye 238 
are ungodly? How much leſs to him that ac- 
cepteth nat the Perſons of Princes, nor re- 
gardeth the Rich more than the Poor? The 
Diſtance. between the Potentates of this 

World and their Subjects is ſo great, as 
to forbid the Freedom of Speech, and ſtifle 
all undue and unmannerly Reproofs: And 

how comes it to paſs, that there ſhould be 
ſuch a Familiarity between Heaven and 
Earth, and that God himſelf ſhould be 
3010 Ft 3 the 
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Se RM, the Subject of our ſaucy Accuſations and 
XXIV. Raileries? 
2  Loxp, influence our Tongues and wed 
our Paſſions: Let the Words of our Mouth 
be ſtrictly conformable to thy Laws, and 
the Meditation of our Heart _ accepta- 
bie in thy Sight. KA" 

AL as! We are ſo frequently enſnar d 
by our Luſts, and ſo eagerly ſtimulated on 
by our Ambition, that we grow inſenſibly 

profane, and are on the Confines of Blaſ- 
phemy before we are aware of it, All 
Murmuring, Complaining, Diſcontent, 
and Repining, are Arraignments of Hea- 
ven, and inferior Acts of Blaſphemy : For 
though they don't immediately break out 
Into open Outrages, and attack the vene- 
rable Name of God in Form; yet they 
obliquely reflect upon the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Proyidence, and fix Parti- 
ality and Male-adminiſtration upon the 
moſt perfect and ppright Being. Impa- 
tience will vent itſelf in unſeemly and 
ſcurrilous Language; and from the abun- 
dant Malignity of the Heart the Mouth: 
is obſerv'd to ſpeak. When Men are ſo 
Proud that they care not for God, neither ts 
God 


* 
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God in all their Thoughts; it is no Wonder SE RM, 

that their profane Notions flutter upon XXIV. 
their Tongues, and every ſacred Thing” "© 
is ridiculed, which doth not quadrate with 
their Sentiments, ſuit with their Pre-poſ- 
ſeſſions, and ſooth their perverſe Humours 
and Inclinations. God muſt be ſuch an one 
as their ſelves, and his Actions ſcann'd and 
regulated by their Standard, or preſently 
there is no Juſtice upon Earth, or Know- 
ledge in Heaven; nothing but Vadolence in 
the Creator, and Chance and Confuſion a- 
mongſt the Creatures. Every Being ſeems 
to be ſet at looſe againſt his Lord and 
Maker, and from the Strength of his Ma- 
lice, to juſtify his natural Liberty and 
Courage. Tuſh, ſay they, Doth God percerve 
it? Is there Knowledge in the moſt High? 
Is there any Care of Providence in this 
random and fortuitous World? Is there 
any Diſtinction between Virtue and Vice, 
where all Things happen alike unto all, and 
there is one Event to the Righteous and to the 
Wicked? One Fate to him that fweareth, 
and to him that feareth an Oath? 


— 
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SERM- 3. ANOTHER Nen for aeg is 
XXIV. "Religion 
xxx the atheiſtical and profape perſon 
plays his Part in an extraordinary Manner, 
and every publick Place of Meeting and ö 
Converſation reſounds with his Wit and 
Railery, The whole Syſtem of Revela- 
tion, in his upbraiding Language, is Prieſt- 
craft, and all the Rigours and Severities 
of the Goſpel are Impoſitions and Bur- 
dens upon Free- born Souls. Revelation 
and Morality are ſet at Variance, Reaſon 
and Faith are made incompatible: Myfte- 
ries are decry'd, and the Trinity ridicul'd; 
The Terms of the Goſpel are explodes} 
and the Neceſſity of a Saviour laid aſide: 
X God i is taught how to recede from his 
Right without the Payment of Satisfaction 
to his Juſtice, and Men may be carry'd to 
Heaven by the fole and all- ſufticient Qua- 
lification of Sincerity, 
| WHOEVER would know more of this 
Blaſphemy need not run back to the He- 
reticks and Apoſtates, the Julians and Par- 
phyries of Antiquity ; but may receive full 
Information from the Te clands and Trench- 


7 ards, 
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ards, the Tindals, and Collins's of our own SER N. 
Age. Nay, the whole Clan of Arians, XXIV. 
Deifts, | Socinians, and PFree-Thinkers are 
little better than a Company of Blaſphe- 
mers, Who attack God in his Laws, af- 
front him in his Revelations, confine him 
in his Decrees, and new-mould Religion 
according to the Pride: and Vanity of their 
own Wiſdom. 

Tus Men have fulfill'd the Prophe- 
cies of the New Teftament, by ridiculing 
thoſe of the Old, and have ſufficiently 
convinc'd us, That in the laſt Days, Men nn is. 
ſhall be Boaſters, Proud, Blaſpbemers, - Un- 
thankful, Unholy : That evil Men and Sedu- Ver. 13. 
cers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, decei ving, 
and being deceived: That Infidels and A- Heb. x. 
poſtates /hall tread under Foot the Son of *7 x 
God, and count the Blood of the Covenant, 
whereby they are ſanctiſied, an unholy Thing, 
aud do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace But 


Zdly, I AM to thew the exceeding Dan- 
ger and Fully of Blaſpheming. 


Jo reproach God is ſuch a ſhocking and 
audacious Crime, as makes our Blood riſe 
in Defiance and Reſentment, and the 


Toints 
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Sen. 


XXIV. 


2 


Nan. v. 6. 


The Sin of Blaſpbemy, and the 
Joints of our Loins to be looſed, and our 
Knees to ſmite one againſt another at the 
bare Recital of it. I thy Servant a Dog 
that he ſhould do this Thing? Is our boaſted 
Reaſon become ſo. brutiſh and ſtupid, as 
to patronize the groſſeſt Errors, and to 
give into the moſt monſtrous Abſurdities? 
The Heathen World, in this Point, riſe up 


in Judgment againſt the preſent Hide! Ge- 


Rom. i. 
20. 


neration, and condemn them. | The invifible 
Things of God from the Creation of the World 
are Clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 


1.4 hings that are made, even his eternal Power 
and Godbead; ſo that they are without Ex- 
cuſe; reprobated by Nature, abandon'd by 


avi, 26, 


Reaſon, condemn'd by Paganiſm; and 
throu gh the Vanity of their own Imagina- 
tions, muſt have their fooliſp Heart dark- 
ned, and their Tongues ſet on Fire by 
Hell. 
Wuo then is this Madman that cafteth 
bis Fire-brands, his Arrows, and Death, at 
this unguarded Rate? Who is this Cham- 
pion of Infidelity ? This Emiſſary of Dark- 
neſs and Hell? Mo is this uncircumciſed 
Philiftine, that he ſhould defy the Armies of 
the living God? Who 'is He, and — is 
| | On 
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He, that durſt preſume in bis Heart dann 
Goon God! Is this the Freedom of Think- eg 
ing, to obliterate the Diſtinction between 
Good and Evil? Is this the Acquiſition 
of Wiſdom, with Fools fo make a Mock at 
Sin? Is this the Liberty of Conſcience, to 
inſult Providence, and — * Almighty 
Thunderer? 

Who art thou, O Man, that replieſt a- 
gainſt God? And to what a Pitch will thy 
Murmurings and Remonſtrances ariſe? 
Whither will thy profane Ignorance lead 
thee, and where will thy Inſolences and 
Preſumptions end ? 

Is God a Being to be attack'd, who G 93 
videth the Sea by bis Power, and by his Un- 
derſtanding ſiniteth through the Proud? Is 
God a Being to be cenſur'd, who putteth 
no Truſt in his Saints, and chargeth his 
Angels with Folly? Behold even to the Moon, Job «xv. 
and it ſbineth not; yen, the Stars are not PIN 
pure in bis Sight, The very Pillars of 
Heaven tremble, and are aſtoniſhed at his 
Reproof, and the Foundations of the round 
World are out of Courſe at his Chiding, and 
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SERM.4 the Blaſt of the Breath of his D 
| — therefore the Coriclufon of the whole 


Matter: Man is ſuch an indigent, preca- 
rious, and dependent Creature, as ought 
never to reflect upon the Actions, or re- 
monſtrate againſt the Proceedings of his 
Sovereign: God is a Being of ſuch abſo- 
lute Rectitude, Power, Juſtice, and Wiſ- 
dom, as to be liable to no Miſdemeanours, 
and the Subject of no Complaints or Re- 
flections: All our vicious Actions alſo take 
their Heinouſneſs and Malignity from the 
Greatneſs and Dignity of the Objects a- 
gainſt which they are committed, ſo that 
what is Slander and Obloquy amongſt 
Men, is Profaneneſs and Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God, and heightens the Puniſh- 
ment of the Offender, in Proportion to 
the Horror and Execrableneſs of the 
Crime, 

TugN, Wo be to thn that offend of ma- 
licious Wickedneſs: Wo be to the proud 
Tongue that ſpeaketh perverſe Things: To 
the Scoffers and Buffoons, who giory in 
their own profane Wit, and walk after 
their own Luſts. 


Bu r, 
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Bur, Be not ye high-minded, but fear: SR RM. 
Be not ye noiſy and clamorous, vainly aſ- XXIV. 
ſuming and profanely poſitive ; but hum 
ble and content, devout and modeſt. Re- 
member the Bleſſing to the returning Sin- 
ner, and the Curſe which ſhall light upon 
the Obſtinate and Profane. The Righteous Dan. xii. 
ſhall riſe from Affliction to Glory; and 3 
ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and the Stars in Heaven for ever and 
ever. But they who forſake the Lord ſhall be Ia. L 28. 
conſumed, and the Wicked ſhall be turned into pt. ix. 
Hell, and all the People that forget God. 7. 
The. Pride of the Blaſphemer ſhall never 
attain to the Lot of the Righteous: The 
Angels which kept not their firſt State 
| bath God reſerv'd in Chains to ſuffer the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire, and to be pu- 
niſh'd with thoſe Tortures of Blaſphemies 
in Hell, which they ſo maliciouſly at- 
tempted to execute in Heaven, 


Loxp, ſanctify our Hearts, and keep 
the Door of our Lips, that the Words 
of our Mouth, and the Actions of 
our Life, may be always acceptable 
in thy Sight; and the Reverence of 

thy 


The Sin of Blaſpbemy, and the 
thy holy Name may preſerve us from 
| Blaſphemy here, and reward us with 
the Pure and Upright in the King- 
dom of Glory hereafter. Amen. 


The 
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The enormous Sin of 
Blaſphemy; and the 
exemplary Puniſhment 
of Blaſphemers. 


4 


— 


| Is ai. XXXVII. 4. 

It may be the Lord thy God will 
hear the Words of Rabſhakeh, 
whom the King of Mria his 
Maſter hath ſent to reproach the 
living God, and will reprove the 
Words which the Lord thy God 
hath heard: Wherefore lift up 


thy Prayer for the Remnant that 
is left. 


HESE Words of the Prophet Se & dt. 
Jaiab come now the fourth Time XXV. 
under your Conſideration : And. 
1 émuſt beg Leave to repeat to you the 
Diviſion of my Text, and to give you 


ſome 
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SE RM. ſome ſhort Account of what I have al- 
XXV. ready more largely inſiſted upon, and fo 
0 haſten to what remains for the Congly- 
ſion of this Subject. 


I pRoFos'd to comprize the Senſe of the 
Text under theſe ſeven Heads, 


2 


| Firſt, Tas Perſin, to whom Hezdkiab 
addreſſed himſelf to petition the Lord for 
his Kingdom. 


Anp this was Tfaiah the Prophet, a Per- 
ſon greatly reſpected by the preſent King, 
and in high Veneration and Eſteem with 
the People, for the Sanctity and Holineſs 

of his Life; and therefore fit to be con- 
ſulted at the preſent Time, as well for his 
Love to his King and Country, as his In- 
tereſt with God and his Zeal for Reli- 


gion. 


— — Ry ee ee 


Seconds „Tux Text repreſents to us the 

religious Diffidence and ſeeming Miſtruſt, 

with which Hezekiah made this Requeſt 
to the Prophet TJaiah : It may be, ſays he: 

Intimating that there was a bare Poſſibi- 

lity of a Deliverance ; and therefore God 

. Was 
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449 


was not to be addreſs'd to with Preſump- S RRR. 


tion, or ſtinted in the Time of its Exe- 


cants was to recommend their Diſtreſs; 
the Beſieged were to be thrown' into the 
Arms of Providence, and the Difpoſal of 
the Event religioufly reſign'd to the Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom of the ah 


Thr, I RO OS p to enquire into wie 
| Reaſons why Hezekiah, fo particularly at 
this Time, ſtyles the Almi ghty the Pro- 
Pbel s Ged: The Lord thy God may bear. 
Iſaiab, as a faithful Prophet, might be 
ſuppoſed to have a particular Intereſt in 
the God that employ'd hint; and Heze- 
kiah (as now beſieged by the Ahrian Ar- 
my, and his whole Kingdom upon the Brink 
of Ruin) might think himſelf forſaken and 
abandon'd by the Lord of Hoſts; and 
therefore a religious Modeſty and Diffi- 
dence engaged him to aſk by another, what 
he deſpaired of obtaining by himſelf: And 
in this Particular he follow'd the Exam- 
ple of his Countrymen, who by the joint 
Prayers and Interceſſio of ſome devout 
and W Perſons, procured that Bleſ- 


Vol. I. 8 g ſing 


XXV. 
cution: But the Humility of the Suppli- 
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Su nm ſing to them ſalves and their Nation, which, 
XXWXupon their; own Vittues, they thought 
x" themfetves debarr'd and excluded from. 


il 724 55 einge OT en, 2183 

eg b aur from the Text, 

the artſul dut modeſt Way; in which He- 
ze liab aceuſes both the King of. Aria 
and his Genanal Rahſhakeh ; Ibe Lord may 
hear the Words of Rabſhakeh, whom the King 
of Aria bis Maſter bath. ſent. For Sen- 
nacherib had broken the League of Peace 
between Hezekiah and himſelf, and order d 
the moſt abuſive and audacious Meſſage 
by Naher againit the. God of Jfacl, and 
his Vicegerent of the Feuiſb Nation. 

Now as.this Meſſage, Was, moſt. terrible 
and ſhocking in itſelf, Io it received an ad- 
ditiqnal Heightning and Aggravation. to its 
Guilt from the Perſon that ſent it: For 
| Rabſhakeb; is ſuppoſed to be originally a 
Few, and having now forſaken his Reli- 
gion and Nation for the Command of the 

Ahrian Army, is ſet up to hector and 
inſult his Brethren i in their own Language, 
and to defy their God by the Victories of 
his new, Maſter— Well s might 
Henpiab in tge 


| Fifi Pracr, 


. Puniſoment of Blaſphemers. 


Fiſtb Prack, make his Appeal to the 
Jndgments and Vengeance of God, upon 
the Inſolence and Malignity of the Crime 
Which, Sennacberib and Rabſhakeb were 
guilty of: They repragched the living God. 

Tur Reproaching of God is an Ex- 


SERM. 
XXV. 
Wy 


« preſſion which carries a great deal of 


« Virulence and Horror in the Sound of 
* it; and ſuch as ane would hardly be- 
*« lieve ſhould be fo frequently practis'd 
in a Chriſtian Country by Men under 
the ſtricteſt Obligations to honour and 
« obey, not to wiltfy: and reproach their 
Maker. However, in the Caſe before 
* us, as well as in many other Inſtances 
* which our own Ears are Witneſs of, 
« we find the Majeſty of God very in- 
s ſolently treated, and his ſacred Word 
and Actions made the Subject of Jeſts 
and Ridicule. 


No to expoſe the Heinouſneſs of 


«* this daring Crime, and to check the 


** Growth of it in our licentious Times, 
5 I thought it not impreper, 


SS 1. To 


40 
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1. To ſet before you ſome of the moſt 
notorious Examples of Blaſphemers, which 


are mention'd'in Scripture. 


2. To conſider the common Method 


of committing Blaſphemy. 
3. To ſhew the extravagant Danger 


and Folly of Blaſpheming. 


So far I have already proceeded upon 
this Text of the Prophet, and largely in- 
fiſted upon the Arguments which 1 have 
here given you a ſhort Detail of: It now 


remains that I proceed to the #eo laſt 


Heads of my intended Diſcourſe, and fo 
-put a Period, at preſent, to this Subject; 

and I could with alſo that I could put an 
End to the odious and abominable Practice 
of Blaſphemy in this Place. Proceed 
we then to the 


Sixth OBSERVATION, from the general 
Diviſion of our Text, vig. That there is 


a Probability of God's ſpeedy avenging 
Blaſphemy upon the Heads of its ſeveral 
Authors and Abettors: He may reprove the 


Words which he hath heard, 


God 
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Gad is not flack concerning bis PromiſesS x x M. 
or Judgments, as ſome Men count Slackneſs, XXV. 
neither is his Ear deafen'd that he cannot . I. 
hear, nor his Hands ſbortned, that he can- 9. 
nat ſave : But he. is patient and long-ſuffer- 
ing to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
His. Mercy bears with ſome Crimes in 
hopes of Reformation and Amendment, 
and gives freſh Opportunities and longer 
Space to his Covenants of Pardon and 
Grace. Wrath may be chain'd up for a 
Time, and Vengeance ſuſpended, till the 
Meaſure of Iniquities is full, and the Of- 
fenders ripe and compleat for Deſtruction. 
Then the Lord awaketh, as one out of Sleep, * lxxviii, 
and like a Giant refreſhed with Wine; to 
ſnite his Enemies in the hinder Parts, and 
to put. them to- a perpetual Shame that riſe 
up againſt bim. | 
Tun Puniſhment indeed of othiy Sins 
ay: for ſome time ſeem io linger, and the 
Execution of Sinners to be reſpited till a 
future Judgment; but Blaſpbemy meets + 
with ſurprizing Checks i in this World, and | 
is ſo flagrant and inſulting, as to extort a 
6g 3 ſpeedier 


ans De Sm hne, ahn the 


SER N Tpeedier Diſpatch, and call for bote 
XXV. 


Wiſd. i. 


; Lern Earneſt of eternal Perdition. . 


"The Lori it 2 Living God! Not lit 


e of the mb Tits of che Pagans, *20hs 
hive Bars and beur Wor, Eyes und fee hot; 
 teithor is 2hepe Breath in Their Ne, 


Fils, or 
Strength in "their Hands: But his Powet 
is Omnipotent, his Sitength 4 is Infin ite, Hi 
Providente is Vigilant, ahd he liver fer 
7 to vindi jcate his 252 4 Honour. rere 


2 


Tr 18 Wl the Scri tures repreſent this 


Sls Being under the endearing Char 
raters of Love, Patience, ; Porgrventſs, Log: 


fu ering, and Forbearance ; 3 but if an 


14142 


hing can cancel Mercy, and call down 


de Terrors of Judgment, it is an inſo- 


Jent Defiance of Omnipotence, and an 
dutragious Attempt upon the Godhead. 
Tuis is no haſty Aſſertion, or new Po- 
&rine, but the Sentiments of Antiquity, 
and the Experience of all Ages, for the 
Vindication of Providence, and the Sup- 
prefſion of Profaneneſs. Fo- though wa 


5. 7.5.9. om is a holug Spirit, ſhe will not er 4 


ee of bis Mort: Fer God is wit 
meſs of bis Reins, and a true Bebolder of his 


Heart, and an Hearer of his Tongue, For 


the 


Nuuiſbment of Blaſphemers, 


Jſpraketh blaſphemous Things raunot be hid; 
Neither ſhall Vengeance, ben it punijbeth, 
paſs by bim. Fur Inquafition': fball he made 
into the Counſels ef the Blaſphemer : And the 
Sound of bis Wards ſbull come uuto the Lord 
for the Manife/tation of his wicked Deeds. 
Biabpuenty was Death by the Moſaic 
Late, and all modern 'Governments have 
wiſely follow'd the Rigours of this Inſti- 
tation,” and ſecur d their 'own-Rights!and 
Properties by vindicating tn Huhbur and 


455 
the Spirit of "the Lord filleth the Watlde da nt. 
And that which containeth all Things, hath XXV. 
Knowledge of ithe'Vaice.\ Therefore he that 


puniſhing the Abuſe of God's venerable ans 
Name. Whyſoever curſoth Bs Gu, fhall Lev. xiv. 
Bear bis Sin . And by "that hlaſpbemerb the 5 16. 


Name of "the" Lord ſhall"furdly be" put to 
"Death, aud all rbhe Congregation ball cer» 
ain gone him: As well. the $treviger, as be 
that is born in the Land, whenvhe-blaſphe- 
meth the Name vf nbe Lord, ſhall be put to 
Death. No Exception is there in this 
Lay againſt Blaſphemy: No placing more 
Infamy upon Saves, than the chen Off 
ſpring of Abraham: No more Exemption 
to Freemen and Natives, than to Aliens 


NN 8g 4 | and 


456 The Sin , Blaſphemy, and be 
SERM: and Strangert from the Commonwealth & 1 
XXV. 72el. The reproaching ef the Nd High 
uns like an outragious Peſtilence, ſweepr 
ing away all Ranks and Degrees of Men 
before it, and making the Puniſhment as 
ſcandalous and irrevocable, | as yo NG, 
was inſolent and daring 
| __ + »Unpox this religious Model of the Fewiſh 
Goes ment, the Edict of Nebuchadnez+ 
Zur ſeems to be founded, at the miracu- 
Jous Deliverance of the three Chilaren from 
the fery Fur nace; or elſe he dictated from 
Nature and Conſcience, what others had 
enacted by the expreſs Revelation and Aur 
Dan. ii. thority of God. I make 4 Decree (ſays he) 
2 : +1 that every People, Nation, and Language, 
ubich ſpeak any Thing againſt the God of 
| Shadroch, Meſhath, and Abednego, ſhall 
be cut in Pieces, and their Houſes ſball be 
made a Dungbill, becauſe there is none other 
hw that can deliver after this Sort, _ 
Op the many Blaſphemers mention d 
in one of the foregoing Particulars of my 
former Diſcourſe, we meet with but few, 
who died not in a ne and miracu- 
lous Manner. ae WA 


| Rab- 


Ah Blaſphemers... 457 
1. Rabſhakeb was defcated by an Angel S E N.. 
— Sennacherib. ſiain by his XXV. 
ron Sons; The. Prince, e Tyrus,was (000 if axon. 
convine'd. that be was: a Man, and not "Fwy 
God; and the Beauty of bis Wiſdom was der xxviii. 2, 
ſac d, and the Brightneſs of his Ghry. de-7: 
d by; the Sword of Strangers. The. Mur- 2 Mac. is. 
derer and Blaſphemer, Antiochus, died, 2 Mir 2 
ferable Death in à foreign vuntryj. and 
Nicanor Was as infamous in his Puniſh- 
Went as he was remarkable for his Sin. 

THE: Author of the Secand Book of. Mac- 
. ſuppoſes this laſt Blaſphemer: to fall 
by the immediate Hand of God, and re- 
counts ſuch Iaſults offer d to his dead 
Body, as I cannot but recite to you for 
the Reproof and Confuſion of all his Fol- 
lowers and Abettors. Judas (ſays he) cm- 2 Mac. xv. 
manded to Hiri gt Nicanor's Head, and 33.33. 
bis Hand, with his Shoulder, and bring 
them ta Jeruſalem, So when be was there, 
and had called them of his Nation together, 
and jet. the Prieſts before; the. Altar, be. ſent 
far, them that were o, i the Tower, and ſhewed 
them wile Nicaonor's Head, and the Hand of 

that Blaſphemer, which, with proud Brags he 

had firetched cut agu. 22 the Holy Temple of the 

Almighty, 
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Sz 8M. Almighty. He hanged alfs Nicnor*s' Head 
V. upon the Tower, an evident amd manifeſt Sigh 
nm all of the Help" of \the Lord. Aud 
2 wen he had tut out the Tongue of that un- 
goa Nicanor, be comadnded that they ſhould 
25 _ give it by Pieces unto" the Fowls, and bang 
He the” Reward of We wrt 05 be 
Far now u we Arrogance of Bun. 
phetiiets, and where is the Vicrury of fig br- 
ing 4 gab, God? And why then boafteft 
ri bye, O thou Tyrant, thut thin canſt 
% Miſchief, and lay waſte Earth, and in- 
vade Heaven by a Member jet on Fire by 
N Hell? Whom haft thou'repybached and blaſa 
8, 29. Pbeme? And againſt whom haſt thou ex- 
alte thy Voice, till lifted up thine Eyes on 
©... bigh? Even aptinſt\ the Holy One of Noel, 
b Jettetb fa the Mountains, and ts 74 

ed about with Vengeance and Power.” 
But rar Virgin, the Dungbrer of Zion, 
bath defpijed thee, the" Daiighter of Feru- 
Halb hath Paken' her Head at thee ! Fur I 
now hy": Abode, (faith the great and ter- 
tible God,) I Ino thy Oving-out and thy 
Coming=in, and thy Rage againſt me. And 
be wy 105 againſt me, and thy Tumult, 


25 
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oh HY Dok inte thy" 0. amd hy . 8 
1n thy Lips. My Hgbt-atming ede N 
Wall Tight upon che Head of roffigate 
Sinners, and ) Sword fhall" be bathed” in ina. xiv. 
Wen and ſhall come down upon 'tbe Peb- Zo 
Fe 0 my Citr 09 e 
Wert Gf Re ee with He- 


da, Of truth, Tord, the "Rings of Hf . 


vid babe ad d. 2) the Nations and rbeir . d. 
Puntries, and have t their Gods into the 
Nie Por they were uo Colts, but ht Work 
of Men's Handi, fn and Stone: Here 
fore "they have 22 yed them. But how 
weak will their Power appear, when it 
would cope with Omnipotence? How 
empty their Bluſters, we how fruitlets 
their Neilety, When their Arrows are le- 
velled againſt Haven, and eee ts 
| ft 27. the MU. High g 
Lock back, ye Sons of Iüſpiety, look 
once more back to the Father of Lies and 
Rlaf phemies, and read your own Deſtiny 
i che moſt exquilite” Puniſhment f the 
Da and his Accomplices. How a#t rer ch. 4 * 
fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, Sem of the ns. 
Morning ? 


460 
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SRM. Morning? How waſt thou miſtaken in 
XXV. n Politics, and foil'd in thy Attempts, 


Ila. xiv. 
13. 14. 


M. iv” he haſt ſaid in thine Heart, I will. be like 
the Moſt High ; 1 will aſcend into Heaven, 


= I will wy my. Throne above the Stars, LU 


+ * 
28 


Ver. 15. 


Jude 
ver. 6. 


Turs boaſted Blaſphemy does but ag- 
gravate thy Damnation, haſten thy Fate, 


and incenſe, thy Judge. Alas! Alas! Thoy 


art brought down to Hell, to the Sides of the 


Pit; thou art inceſſantly tortur'd with 


the Laſhes of Envy, Remorſe, and Shame, 
and reſerv'd in everlaſting, Chains under 
Darkneſs, unto the June of the great 
Do.. 
Coxs iD ER this, ye Blaſphemers . and 
Haters of God, left be pluck; you away ſud- 
denly, and there be none to deliver you. Con- 
ſider your approaching Fate, ye Infidels 
and Apoſtates, ye Heretics and Atheiſts. 
Look up to the Arm of Vengeance, ye 
cuſtomary Swearers and ſcoffing Buffoons. 
God is @ righteous Fudge, ſtrong as well as 
patient; arm'd with Vengeance as well as 


pl. vii. 12, Mercy : And though be be provoked every 


13, 14. 


Day, 5 4 Man will not turn, he will whet 
IT 
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/ uh glitter ing Sword; be bath bent his Bous, S E R M. 
and made it ready: He bath prepared for XXV. 
him the Inſtruments of Death ; be hath or- 
dained hit Arrows wad the e ge 
— But, 


" Seventhly and Ig, I come to che b 
plication which was to be made for the 
' Deliveranice of Jeruſalem from the Hands 
of theſe Infidels and Blaſphemers: Where- 
fore hift- up thy FRO for the TORI 
that is lt. 

As this was the ſureſt and moſt ef- 
fectual, ſo it was the only remaining Ex- 
pedient in the Time of Diſtreſs. Policy 
and Arms had proved ſucceſsleſs; Cou- 
rage and Bravery had been too often re- 
pell'd by a more potent Adverſary: But 
Prayer was a Stratagem which could not 
be counter-min'd, and God an Auxiliary 
never to be defeated. 

War though a Renmant only was left? 
The Smallneſs of the Number was no Im- 
pediment to Victory; the Weakneſs of 
the Party was no Diſcouragement to him, 
who regardeth not the Rattling of Cha- 


r10ts, 


, 
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SERM: ria, the Praumciung of. Horſes, nor the 
FUE: Terror of their Riems: Far there is no Re- 
7 Sam. Than, Hiraint to dhe Ledi i fave by Mang or by 
Wes Feu; and with the Ged of Heaven it is all 
Hi, 18. one, to deliver with a great * r 
ſmall Company. 
Tux Way and Means to retain. Heaven 
an aur Side is by Prayer; and the meanaſt 
Fegſant is as ſecut of this, ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance as the moſt puiffant Monarch. 
The Fars of Mercy are not ſhut, nor the 
* Gates of Paradiſe bolted againſt any ſin- 
cere Petitioner, Cod if us Repefier of 
Perſons; or Encourager: of Parties; but in 
every Natzan, he that faithfully addreffeth 
to him ſhall be hear and gerepred d bim. 
His Ways are equel, and his Progeedings 
regular z Fayour and Partiality arg Stran- 
gers to his Courts of Juſtice, neither can 
- Fraud or Bribery) have any Acceſs. to the 
Ears of our Heavenly Judge. 

In, all manner of Propoſals. for any 
worldly Intereſt, how are we embarraſs'd 
and fatigued before qu Deſigns gan poſſi- 
bly be effected? One Man's Favour is to 
be wn engther's Pretenſipns, x be re- 


moved, 


moved, a zhird's Scruples to be ſatisfied, SERM. 

and a fourth's Hands to, be bribed; But in XXV. 

our heavenly Enterprizes the Road u 

plain, and the Means obvious; there are 

no Impediments from the Things pro- 

poſed, nor any Difficulties or Uneaſineſſes 

but what ariſe from ourſelves and our own 

Vices. It is but apply, and ye ſhall be 

anſwer'd; aſe, and it ſhall be given you; Matth. 

ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall ble 
opened unto you, A willing Mind, and a 

faithful Heart, are the neceflary Qualifi- 

cations for Happineſs ; an humble Affi- 

ance, and an ardent Addreſs, are the ſtated 

Methods of obtaining it. 

Then ſeek the Lord whilſt he may be found, 

and call upon bim whilſt he is near, Let this 

ſacred Place reſound with, the Praiſes of 

your Maker, as your Streets and Markets 

do with the Blaſphemies of the Rabble. 

O, enter into his Courts with Faith and 

Obedience, and fall low before his Foot- 

tool with Adoration and Gratitude. Truſt 

in the Father, and petition through the 


Son: Beg the Aſſiſtance of Grace, and the 
Protection of the Comforter, Amen. 
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w 0 —— and Evetlaſting God. 
6 mercifully look! upon our Infirmities, 
and in all our Dangers and Neceſſi- 
ties ſtretch forth thy Right Hind to 
46) help and defend us; through Jeſus 
1 | Chrlt our FLO, Auen Se 
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The Convictions and Re- 
bukes of Conſcience: | 
A SERMON preach'd at the 
Abbey Church in Bath, upon 
the Goth of Jeng, 17334: 
— — — — — — 
Gex. xl. 21. 


And they ſaid one to another, 77 e 
are verily guilty concerning our 
Brother, in that we ſaw the An- 
gry of his Soul, when he be- 
ſought. us; and we would not 
hear : Therefore is this Diſtreſs 
come upon 104. 


E Hittory of Joſeph, in the Sz xm. 
Cloſe of this Book of Gene/is, is XXVI. 
ſo full of providential Occur- 


rences, that we cannot turn to any Part 
Vot. IL H h of 


466 


The Conviftions and 


SERM. of it without admiring the Depth of the 


XXVI. Viſdom, as well as the Greatneſs of the 
Power of God. 


Gen. xlii. 


L,2. 


Tux Sale of this Perſon by his unna- 
tural Brethren, his Imprifonment for his 
Chaſtity, his Advancement for his Pro- 
phetic Knowledge; the Introduction of a 
Famine into Egypt, the Neceſſities to 
which Jacob's Family were reduc d, and 
the Homage they Were forc d to pay to 
theft unknown Brother for Bread; are all 
of them ſuch Subjects as muſt awaken 
our Attention, and entertain our Medi- 
tations in the moſt ferjous, and affeftivg 
Manner. SITE WO 

I the Verſes: vending y Text, we 
fad Joſapb at the Head of the Egyptian 
Miniſtry, when a Famine rag d. in the 
neighbouring Countries, and the Tfrachites 
were periſhing for Want* in the Land of 
Cana. In this Diſtfeſs Jacob. rebuked 
his improvident Sons for looking idleiy one 
hon another, and neglecting the Proviſion 


for their ſtarving Families. Belbld, ſays 


85 TY he, I hove beard that tierte in Corn M E- 
” © = gypt: Get ye deen thither, and buy from 


"ohence, that doe eee dic. * His 


\ 


to. _ >» © Dons, . 
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Sons, upon this Rebuke, undertake a 8E RN. 
Journey into Egypt, and were roughly en- XXVI. 


tertain'd by Joſepb, the prime Miniſter off. 


Pharaoh's Cotirt; and order'd into Priſon 
as traitorous and diſaffected Perſons to the 


Government. For when the Sons of Hrael Ver. 5, 6, : 
(fays the Context) came to buy Corn in E- 7 577. 


Opt, Foſeph, the Governor over the Land, 
fow his Brethren, and kriew them, but his 
Brethren knew not bim: And Yoſeph made 
himſelf ſtrange unto them, and ſpabe roughly 


enito them, and put them all together into 


Ward, three Days. 

In this Affliction, the former at of 
Jacob s Sons return freſh into their Me- 
mory; Conſcience is a faithful and impar- 
tial Monitor; Remorſe extorts a Confeſ- 
ſion, and their Barbarity to an innocent 
Brother is fix d upon for the Cauſe of 
their preſent Sufferings. 

They ſaid one to another, We are verih 


guilty concerning our Brother, in that ae 


ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, when he be- 

fought us; and we would not hear bim: 

Therefore is this Diſtreſs come upon us. 
From theſe Words I obſerve to you, 


Hh 2 Firſt, 


468 De Conviftions and 

SERM. 

XXVI.  Firp, Tur Benefit of AfiRions in in- 
— fluencing the Conſcience towards the 


\ Diſcovery and Acknowledgment of 
Sin. „ | | 


Second, Tur ſeveral Aggravations of 

that Crime, which the preſent Af- 

. flictions of Jacob's Sons extorted a 

Confeſſion of, againſt their Bro- 

ther Joſeph : We are verily guilty, in 

that we ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, 

when he beſought us, and wwe would not 
bear him, 


i 


* — Fay" y 


Thirdly, Tux Judgments which were 
imputed to this Crime : Therefore 1s 
. D ſireſi come upon us. 


Firſt, IAM to conſider the great Power 
and Benefit of Afflictions in rouzing and 
influencing of Conſcience, towards the 
Diſcovery and Acknowledgment of Sin. 
Dur1NnG the whole Scene of Barbarity 
which the Sons of Jacob expreſſed to their 
Brother Feb, we don't find the leaſt Com- 
paſſion in any of the Agents, but Reuben 


and 
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and. Fudah : The reſt proceeded on in an SE NN. 


+ harden'd and incorrigible Manner, diſ- 


ſembling their Villany, and impoſing up- 
on their aged Father, till a Priſon in E- 


XXVI. 


gypt brought them to more ſober Thoughts 


and Recollections, and Fetters extorted 


the Confeſſion in the Text. Proſperity 


might have always lull'd them aſleep, and 
| brib'd their Conſciences with Pleaſure and 
Enjoyment ; but Adverfity awaken'd them 
into a Conſideration, and their Brother's 
Fate was ſpecified as the Inſtrument of 
their own, 


Tris admirable Effect of Afflictions is 


what a gracious God propoſes in all his 


Viſitations, and what the Force of natu- 
ral Conſcience is never wanting to repre- 
ſent to the moſt daring and profligate Sin- 
ners. When God's Judgments are in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs : If they be bound in Pet- 
ters, and holden in Cords of Aftittion, then 
be bewerb them their Work and their Tranſ- 

zreſſion wohich they have exceeded: He openeth 
alſo their Ear to Diſcipline, and commandeth 
that they return from Iniquity. 


H h 3 Sycu 


Iſai. xxvi. 
9. 


— 
— —— —⁰b —— * 
1 


for the, Excuſe a 


The Convicfious and 


87 RM. Sucu, Trials are to reprove the Righ- 
XX VI. teous and reclaim; the, Wicked; to purge 
YN out the Corruptions of eg naughty Heart, 


and refine; the Droſs and Feculency of 
Sin; to quicken Pevotion and Prayer, 
and recall loſt and egal Views and 
Graces. MK 
Ir. muſt indeed be acknowledged, that 
through, a long and, inveterate Habit of 
Binning, through the Pride and Obſtinacy 
of. arenen Nature, and the fatal De- 
luſion of the Enemy of Souls, Men have 
an uncharitable Way of diverting Judg- 
ments, and are 7187 induſtrious to 
throw the! Guilt and Odium upon others, 
Joflification of them» 
ſelves: But when their Per/ens and Efates 
are affected when the Body ſuffers. with 


Anguiſh and Torture, and the Mind is 
overwhelmed with Sorrows and Anxieties; 


Thought is generally quick, and Recol- 
lection juſt; Conſideration is ripen'd, and 
the Arguments of Reaſon attended to; 
the latent Cauſes of Miſery. are diſclos' d, 
and the ſecret Hand of an afflicting Pro- 
vidence more viſibly, and palpably diſ- 
play'd, 

1 | Tuts 
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_,, Tx1s Proceeding of a diſturbed Con- SzRM, 
ſcience, and the Diſcoveries which are XXVT, 


tune, may be yet plac'd in a more affect- 
ing. Light, by diſtinctly purſuing the fe» 
yeral Steps of the Confeſſion in the Text: 
We are verily guilty concerning our Brother, 
in that we ſau the Anguiſh of bis Soul, 
when, be befought us; and ue : would not 


| thay > U Wen 1s this Difreſs come * Ry. 


Us, 

, We are wm Ys 2 The ee 
| bn is poſitiye and plain, and no other 
Proof is to be requir'd and inſiſted upon. 
There is no Heſitation ar Demur as to 
the Fact, nor any Plea; or Excuſe: far the 
barbarous Agents. Guilt riſes. like our 
- Brother's Ghoſt, and ſtares us in the Face. 
Conſcience ſupplies the Place. of a thouſand 
Witneſſes, and an inward, Conviction juſti- 
hes the Innocent and ane the Malc- 
factors. 1 
ady, LE us ddr the Crime which 
the Sons of Jacob imputed to themſelves: 
Me are verily gralty erer this our Bro 
ther, a 


made by the Preſſures of an adverſe For: 


21898 * 
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61 ERM.” Tuts Guilt, if we compare the follow- 
NXVL. ing Verfes with the Context, will appear 


in the Judgment of the Agents to be Mur- 
der; a Crinie of the deepeſt Dye and high- 
eſt Malignity, whoſe Voice aſcends im- 
mediately to Heaven, and calls down the 
moſt exemplary Venge ance upon Offen- 
ders! God has guarded: the Life of Man 


by the ſtricteſt Sanctidns, and the ſevereſt 


Gen. ix, Prohibitions * Whoſo ſbeddeth\ Man's Blood, 


ny 


. Man f ſhall his Blood be ſhed. Surely the 
"Blood of” your Livei will F require; and at 
the Tate? "ASA "Mais Brother will ! 
- IF 5 a common Mind is ſuch a 1. 
ing and heinous Crime; what ſhall we 
fay, when the Death of 'our Brother comes 
in as an additional Accufation ? How ſhall ' 
the Murderer eſcape, when the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Nature are broken? When Com- 


paſſion is turned into Cruelty, and the fa- 


tal Stab is given to our own Fleſh and 
Blog 2 Here the facrificing of Abel, and 
the Fate of Cain ruſh into our Memories 


with all the frightful Circumſtances of 
Guilt, and the terrible Declarations of Al- 
Gen. iv, mighty Vengeance, Where is Abel thy 


9, 10, 11. 


Brother 


Rebukes of Coebencs, 


Brother? "What baft thou done? The Voice 8x RM. 
of thy Brother's Blood crieth unto. me from XXVI, 
the Ground. And now art thou curſed from HV 


the Earth, which hath opened her Mouth to 
receive thy Brother's Blood from thy Hand. 
When thou tilleſt the Ground, it . ſhall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her Strength. Na- 
ture ſhall deny thee her Comforts and Aſ- 
fiſtance, and the World which was de- 
ſign'd for thy Vaſſal, ſhall turn Traitor 
and Rebel againſt thee: Thou ſhall meet 


with Puniſhinent in the ſeveral Steps _ 


thy daily Occupation, and every Element 

uſtice, © A Fugitive and aV, agabond ſhalt 
thou be i in the Earth. The Mark of Ven- 
geance is ſet upon thy Shoulders ; Con- 
ſcience is always ſtorming for a Re talia- 
tion, and thy guilty Fears ſuggeſt to 2 


That every one which findeth thee ſalt kill Ver. 14 


thee.” 

F 3dly, We ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, 
when he bejoug br us! His Sorrows come 
now freſh into our Memories: His Tears 
and Intreaties renew their Pleas in his De- 
fence; and his departing Groans and laſt 
| Words ſtill ſtrike our Ears, and wound 


our 


SERM. our Hearts. Had ſors unexpected Fate 
XXVI. match d away our unhappy Brother, or 
some wild Beaft torn him in Pieces; a we 


impudently pretended, when we waſh 'd his 
Garments in the Blood. of a Kid, and un- 
der a Colour of Murder impos d upon our 
aged Father) Had ts, Tay, _ the 
Truth of the Fact, and we the Relaters 
of this ſhocking Diſaſter; the common 0 
Rules of Decency, and the Ties of natu- 


ral Affection would have conſtrained us 


13, 12 


to put Sack- eth on our. Lyoins, and to have 
humbled . our Souls with Faſting ; to have 
bebaved ourſebves as though it 2 been our 
Friend or Brother, and ta have went begvily 
as one that mourneth for his Mother. . 
Bur. when we ourſelves were the A- 
Qors in the Tragedy; when our barba- 
rous. Hands perpetrated what our wicked 


Hearts contriv'd; when our Eyes beheld 


+ =%>+ 


the lamentable Scene; and Joſepb's Blood, 


as it were, ſpurted into our Faces: We 
could want no Motives of Sorrow, no Re- 
morſes of Conſcience, no Aggravations of 


Villany, no farther Proofs of our forfeited 
Duty to our Father, nor Convictions of our 


Barhaxiry to our expiring Brother, For, 
Ach, 


Rebukes of Conſeience. 475 
4thly, We, would not bear him! Our SE RN. 
Ears i indeed could not but be open, and XXVI. 
Nature muſt be ſympathizing and com- 
paſſionate. The Innocence of our Bro- 
ther was a powerful Reprover, and the 
Horror of the Fact might have holden 
our Hands and ſoften d our Hearts. Bur 
ill we would not ! We would not bear him ! 
Nathing is like. the deaf Aadder,...which re- 
fuſeth: to bear the Vaice of the Charmer, 
charm. he never ſo auſely : But goes on ſtill 
hifling and ſtinging, without Controul or 
Reluctance; inſenſible of Remorſe, im- 
patient for his Prey, deſtructive to all Op- 
poſers. 1 
But ue, (harden'd Mortals!) "road not 
bear! The Refuſal was ſolely on our own 
Part: Every - Thing interceded 'for the 
Deliverance of our Sovereign; every Cir- 
cum ſtance was an Advocate for Mercy, 
and an Aggravation of Rebellion. But 
the Floods were riſen in vain, and the 
Waves diſcharged their Artillery upon a 
Rock. Obſtinacy was impenetrable, and 
a murderous. Heart paſt Relentings. Per- 
verſeneſs adds Sin to Sin, and the Barba- 
rity of the Action cuts off a Retreat by 
ka Repent- 


— 2 — _ 
hk. = 9 
#, 


— 
* * 
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| our Villanies! 


7% FRET and 


SE AI. N The Sup plies of Grace ſeem 
. to be ſtopp'd, and Vie aiCerids the. 


Stage, and decides the Quarrel, 

Wretched Men that we are! We may 
now weep to the Walls of a Priſon: We 
may now deſpond, rave, and blaſpheme, 
whilſt our Feet are burt in the Stocks, and 
the Iron enters into our very Souls, For, | 
 $thly, Therefore is this Trouble come up- 
en us The Plot is untavell'd, and our 
Sins have found us out! Conſcience is the 
Accuſer, and Juſtice ' the r of all 


CT bd 8 

— « - + 
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Rar) antecedentem Scel leflum boy a 4 

_ Deferuit pede pena claus. ** 55 
| We might perhaps fly . to "as toc 
Protection, and by ſome wicked Strata- 
gem impoſe upon the Weakneſs and Cre- 


dulity of our aged Father; but none of 


our Cheats and. Jugelings can reach the 
Power, and blind the Omniſcience of God, 
H- was privy, to our Cabals and Contri- 
vances, and notifies all, the Events of this 


unnatural, Action. Though the Fact lay 


Ho dormant, 
Hon. Carm. Lib. III. Od. 2. 
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dormant, - and no preſent Diſcoveries pro- & E RM, 
claim'd our Shame, and brought us to ex- XXVI. 
emplary Puniſhment; yet the Fudge of MID | 
the Earth muſt do Right; muſt. judge thew 
Warld in Righteouſneſs, and miniſter true 
Fudgment unto the People. The Honour 
of his Laws muſt be vindicated, and the 
Severity of his Threatnings verified; Vice 
expos d, and Virtue crown'd; his Ene- 
mies clathed with Shame, and his Friends 
dignified and diſtinguiſh'd, The Ungodly, Pl. x. 2. 
that perſecuted the Poor for their own Luft, 
are taken in the crafty Wilineſs that they 
have imagined. When the Lord maketh In- vs is. 12 
qu! fi for Blood, he remembreth the Mur- 
der of his Saints, and forgetteth not the 
Complaint f the Innocent: The Cries of 
TFoſeph have aſcended into his Ears, and 
Famines and Priſons are the Beginning of 
Sorrows to his profligate and obdurate Bre- 
thren. The Sword is bath'd in Heaven, and I. xxxiy. 
comes down upon. the Inhabitants of the © 
Earth for Vengeance. The Lord is known pft ix. 16. 
to execute Judgment, and the Ungodly ſhall 
be trapped in the Work of their own ORG. 
We right-aiming Tbunderbolts ſhall g 


* and Hail-flones full of 1 i: Path ſtal 
be 


We Geske 277 


37 RM be caft t out of A Stones bow. Tits Ty= 
ns ranny and Murder Jhall ay waſte the whole 


Furth, aud ill Dealing * overthrow the 
|" Throne? of the" Mighty. © 

Such as theſe were the Feark of Fatal 
Sons in their preſent Diſtreſſes and Cila- 
mities! Such wete their Reaſonings under 
the Guilt of their dn Conſcience, and 
the Viſitations of a juſt Providence! And 
I thought it proper to give you a ſhort 


* © Sketch "of them, to make Way for a Pa- 


rallel between Jeep and bur martyr'd 
Sovereign; and the Sins of his unnatural 
Brethren and thoſe of our own Nation, 
Which we are this Day Amie to la- 
ment and deprecate. 
Ix is with ſome Pleaſure, that we ſee 
Foſeph's Suffering rewarded with a new 
Turn of Fortune; that Darkneſs is ſuc- 
ceeded by Light, and the Dungeon made 
introductory to a Court. But the Martyr 
of this Day is not to be rank'd amongſt 
the Fortunate and Succeſsful, but with the 
meek and paſſive Heroes of the Church. 
His Glory was not ſo much in conquering, 
as forgiving his Enemies : His Courage 
2 martial as Chriſtian; and he 
| _ 


Robe Us 'Conftience, 
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delighted more in the Mercy of a Father 8E RN. | 
and the Meekneſs of a Martyr, chan in XX XVI. 


diſplaying the Prerogative of his Crown, 


and revenging the Inſolence of his rebel 
lious Subjects. 


His Kingdom, like his gteat Maſter' S, 


WWW 


ſeem'd not calculated for this World; — 


he received more Honour and Satisfaction 
by laying down his Crown than any other 
ambitious Monarchs did in wearing one: 
He fought a better Fight by following the 
Patience, Meekneſs, and . Long-ſuffering 
of his crucified Saviour, than the, moſt re- 
nown'd Conquerors of this World could 
do by enlarging the Bounds of their Ter- 


ritoties, and treading on the Necks of 
their vanquiſh'd Enemies. 


Bor here the Guilt of his unnatural 


Subjects appears: Here their Infamy ariſes 
in Proportion to bis Honour, and their 
Vices are more deteſtable for being the In- 
ſtruments of. bis Virtues. They ſaw the 
Anguiſh of bis Soul, when he beſought them 
and they would not hear] None of his En- 
deayours for the Honour and Safety of his 
Kingdoms, none of his Intreaties for the 
Proſperity and d Happineſs of his People, 


no 


480 The ciclo and 
SRM. no receding from the inherent Rights of 
XX VI. his Crown, none of his unwearied Propo- 
as for Peace, none of his generous and 
| merciful Actions in War, could have the 
leaſt Influence upon rebellious and obdu- 
rate Minds, No! The Fate was fix'd, 
and the Cataſtrophe hurried on with ſuch 
ſhocking Circumſtances, ſuch hypocritical 
Formalities and mock Appearances of an 
High Court of Juſtice, as trampled. upon 
all Law, and put the whole Syſtem of 
Religion to the Bluſh, as fix'd an indeli- 
ble Blot upon the Eig. ;/þ Name and Na- 
tion, and will be an everlaſting Monu- 
ment of Infamy and Diſgrace i in. the An- 
2 125 i. nals of our Country. Tell it not in Gath, 
proclaim it not in the Streets of Afeelm, | 
left the Daughters of the Philiflines rejoice, 
left the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed 
triumph, leſt the Heathens rage with a 
double Fury, and the very Turks gro 
more barden'd in their Infidelity. Fi 
is a Day of Reproach, of Rebuke, and 0 1 
Blaſphemy ; and, like the Birth-day of Fo 
we could wiſh it cover'd with Oblivion, 
and cut off from all Connection with the 
Tear. But alas! Rebellious Guilt is not 
1885 : 2 ice 9 
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to be. cancell'd with a Wiſh, nor Royal SERM, | 
Blood expiated at ſo eaſy a Rate. The XXVI. 
Curſe is upon us and our Nation, and be 
Vſitation may deſcend to our -Children, 
and the Evil be brought upon our. laſt Po- 
ſterity. _. 
Soy People, perhaps, may think the 
Sins of this Day to be Perſonal, and chat 
the Obſervance of it ſhould die with the 
Actors, and that the Guilt, of it could on- 
ly, at fartheſt, reſt upo n their ſinful De- 
ſcendents. But we are to conſider the 
Crime as National, and as ſuch, particu- 
larlycognizable. in this World. For it is 
here only that Nations ſubſiſt in a com- 
plex, Capacity, and muſt be puniſh'd 
gr, their Crimes, or rewarded for their 
rags in ſuch a Way and Method as 
Bodies Politic are capable of being affect: 
ed. But ſince God oftentimes. reſpites 
Sioners to make his Goodneſs known in 
the Acts of their Submiſſion, and Repen- 
tance, or is pleas d to ſuſpend. his Judg- 
ments, till Time has fill d: up the Mea- 
ſure of a People $ Iniquities, and folly ri- 
pen'd, them for. Deſtruction; We, are to 
0 all poſſible Care, whilſt we haye Lei- 
Vor. II. Ii IE ſure 


IW r an 


SKA B. ſure and Opportunity,” to diver: het 
8 pending Stötm, and ſecure an honourable! 


Luke xi. 
45 * 


Retreat from our Sins. As the Offence 
is Univerlal, ſo bur 'Hurniliation ſhould 
keep Fact with it, and? ſhould afliet bur. 
Souls by a Statute for ever. We ate to 
conſider that the Beauty of Heoel i ts Jain, 
and ſhall never revive' again to our Sup- 
port and Comfort. 7% Crown is falleh 


From our” Head: Wo t us" that we ave 
fanned. All the Satisfaction which we can 


now make for dur Sins, is to deplore and 
deteſt the Villany of this Day, and not 
to bear Wi ne by out on evil Deeds, 
that "wwe allow the Afions of our Fathers, 
le T2 all the Bhod of b Prophets and Mars 


tyts, which was ſhed from the Foundation of 


the Wi or 11 fo ee of fag Gene: 
FONG... a; wh = 
On ali! let us be as eminent for our 
Layali? as we have been infimous for 
our Rebellion; and as great Advocates for 
Monarchy, as we have been Sufferers by 
cnled s. Let us abominate the dam- 
nable Doctrine of Rejifance, and diſcard 
thofe popular Notions df Liberty, which 
have brought the hoſt ervitul of Princes 


to 
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to the Scaffold, and laid three flouriſhing 8 E RI. 
Kingdoms in Aſhes. Let us render to XXVI. 
Cefer the Things which are Caeſar's; Far 
to-wohom Fear,” Tribute to whom Tribute, 
Honour to whom Honour is due, But above 

all, let us make our Supphcations, Prayers, 1 Tim. ii 
and Interceſfions for Kings, and for all that = 
are in Authority," that we may t undi- 
ſturb'd under dur own Vine, and our: own 

Fig- tree, and lead ſuch quiet and peace 

able Lives in all Godlineſi, Loyalty, and 
Honeſty bere, that we may enjoy the 
perfect. Gobſytmarion of it, with Mar- 

tyrs and Angels, in the Kingdom of Love 

N tf, hereafter. © Amen, Amen, 
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j heh Publiſb d, iy tbe ſame Author, 
(Price n or 16 T. per Dozen to iſe roo 
4-4 give them away,) . 1 5 
AC0MPanion for' a SICK BED: 
2565 PREPARATION for Dz ara... Con- 
ſiſt ing © Diſepur ſes, Hymns and Prayers upon 
the moſt important Sub esꝭs relating to Stek- 


NESS. . To which is added, a particular Farm 
of Devotion for S:ck Lafee. The Fifth Edi- 


| tion. 6 N 50 | 
h Son, in thy Sickneſt, be not ee zut pray unto the 
Lend and he will make thee cubolt. Ecclus: xxxvin. . 


. ALSO, | 
The Firſt Volume of his SERMONS, 
Price 5s. 5 
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